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^*The General Court of 1856 aasembled in the State House in Boston, on 
Wednesday, the second day of Janiuu^, and was prorogued on Friday, the sixth 
day of June. 

The oaths of office were administered to His Excellency, Hbnbt J. OA&DifBii, 
on the third day of January. 
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GENERAL STATUTES 



AND 



SPECIAL ACTS 



OF 



MASSACHUSETTS, 

1856. 



Aw Act establishing a Probate Court in North Andover, in the County of Chat) 1 

Essex. ^* 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. The probate court now required to be liolden in Probate court 
Andover, in the county of Essex, on the second Tuesday in *" 
February in^each year, shall hereafter be holden in North 
Andover in said county, and the act requiring a court of Act repealed, 
probate to be holden in North Andover, on the third Tues- 
day in January annually, is hereby repealed. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take eflFect from and after its 
passage. [Approved by the Governor, January 12, 1856.] 

An Act continuing the Tremont Insurance Company. Chap. 2. 

Be it enacted by the SeruUe and Ekmse of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. The Tremont Insurance Company in the city corporation 
of Boston, is hereby continued a body corporate for the~''**"™^' 
purpose of closing its affairs, till the first day of July which 
will be in the year of our Lord eighteen hundred and fifty- 
seven. 

*ect. 2. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. {^Approved by the Governor, January 26, 1856.] 
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4 1866.— Chapters 3, 4. 

Chap. 3. An Act to cbange the Name of tiie Codhitoate Fire Insurance Company, of 
■^ Boston. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tiveSy in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Namechuiged. Sect. 1. Thc Cochituate Fire Insurance Company, of 
Boston, shall hereafter be cdled and known by the name of 
the City Fire Insurance Company. 

When to take Sect. 2. This act shall take effect from and after its 
acceptance by the stockholders in said company : provided, 
the meeting for that purpose be held within three months 
from the passage of this act. ^Approved by the Governor , 
January 81, 1856.] 



efiect. 



Chap. 4. 



An Act in addition to an Act to establiah a Police Conrt in the Town of 

Pittsfield. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
lives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Special jufltioM to Sect. 1. Whenever it shall happen that the office of 

act to owe of v»- g(;au(jing justicc of the police court in Pittsfield, established 

by the three hundred and tenth chapter of the acts of the 

year eighteen hundred and fifty, shcill become vacant, the 

special justices of said court, or either of them, shall have 

power while such vacancy exists, to act in the same manner 

as they are now authorized to act imder the provisions of 

Compensation, the uiuth scction of said act establishing said court ; and 

such special justices or justice, for services rendered under 

the provisions of this act, shall be paid in the same manner 

that the standing justice would have been paid, and such 

sums as said standing justice would have been entitled to 

receive for the like services. 

Toappiytoeadst- Sect. 2. Thc provisious of this act shall apply to any 

tog yacancy. ^^^ cxistiug vacaucy iu the office of standing justice of said 

court, 
inoonsistfmt acta Sect. 3. Any thing in the provisions of the act to which 
repealed. ^j^.^ ^^^ j^ j^ addition, iucousistent with the provisions of 

this act, is hereby repealed. 

Sect. 4. This act shall take efiect from and after its 
passage. ^Approved by the Governor, January 31, 1856.] 
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An Act to inoozpovste tiie Salem Harixie Insnzanoe CompMij. Chap. 5. 

Be it enacted by the SeruUe and House of Representor 
tives, in General Court assembled^ and by the ^authority of 
the samej as follows : 

Sect. 1. John Bertram, William D. Pickman and Ed- corporatoM. 
ward D. Kimball, their associates and successors, are hereby 
made a corporation for the term of twenty years from the Term, 
passage of this act, by the name of the Salem Marine Insur- Nam«. 
ance Company, to be established in the city of Salem, for 
the purpose of making insurance against maritime losses ; Purpo^. 
with all the powers and privileges, and subject to all the PriTUege*, re- 
duties, liabilities and restrictions, set forth in the forty- '^^^'"' **' 
fourth chapter of the Revised Statutes, and in the four 
hundred and fifty-third chapter of the acts passed in the 
year eighteen hundred and fifty-four, and all other general 
laws which now are or hereafter may be in force relative to 
marine insurance companies. 

Sect. 2. The said corporation shall have a capital of one c»p*t*» «ioo,ooo. 
hundred thousand dollars, divided into shares of one hun- shawetiooeach. 
dred dollars each, and may hold real estate for its own use, ^^*^^ 
not exceeding in value ten thousand dollars. * ' 

Sect. 3. The said corporation may commence business when to com- 
when seventy-five thousand dollars of its capital stock shall ^^^^ ^""^c"- 
be paid in. 

Sect. 4. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. ^Approved by the Governor, February 6, 1856.] 

An Act to change the Name of the American Lead V^orks. Chap, 6. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives j in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows: 

Sect. 1. The corporate name of the American Lead Name changed. 
Works, in the city of Boston and town of Chelsea, in the 
county of Suffolk, shall be changed, and the said corpora- 
tion shall be known and called by the name of the Boston 
Faucet Company. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take eflFect from and after its 
passage. [^Approved by the Governor, February 6, 1856.] 
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Chap, 7. An Act to inoorporate the Unirenalist Sabbath School Union 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives^ in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same J as follows: 

Corporator.. Sect. 1. Johii D. W. Joj, Thomas A. Goddard, Nathan 

K. Noble, Henry B. Metcalf and Henry Blanchard, their 
associates and successors, are hereby mcorporated and made 
a body politic by the name of the Universalist Sabbath 
School Union, for the purpose of promoting the Sabbath 
school cause, and shall have all the powers and privileges, 
and be subject to all the duties, restrictions and liabilities, 
set forth in the forty-fourth chapter of the Revised Statutes. 
Reaiand personal Sect. 2. Tho sdd corporatiou may take and hold real 
SedfiS^m "' and personal estate to an amount not exceeding fifty thou- 
sand dollars, for the aforesaid purposes. [Approved by the 
Governor^ February 6, 1856.] 



Name. 

Purpoee. 

Prlrileges, re- 
strkiions, &o. 



Chap. 8. 



Capital increaaed 
flW.OOO. 

How ioTested. 



No lihares issued 
under par. 



An Act anthorizing an increase of the Captal Stook of the Lawrence Gas 

Company. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tivesy in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. The Lawrence Gas Company are hereby au- 
thorized to increase their capital stock, by adding thereto 
one hundred thousand dollars, and to iuYCst such portion 
thereof in real and personal estate, as may be necessary and 
convenient for carrying on the business for which said com- 
pany was incorporated. 

Sect. 2. No stock, issued imder this act, shall be issued 
for a less sum than the par value of the original shares. 

Sect. 3. This act shall take eflFect from and after its 
passage. [Approved by the Governor^ February 6, 1856.] 



Chap. 9. 



Corporators. 



Name. 



Term. 
Purpose. 

PriTileges, re- 
strictionB, Ac. 



An Act to incorporate the Home Mutual Fire Insurance Company. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
lives J in General Court assembledj and by the authority of 
the same J as follows : 

Sect. 1. William B. Calhoun, William Rice, George W. 
Rice, their associates and successors, are hereby made a 
corporation by the name of the Home Mutual Fire Insur- 
ance Company, to be established in the city of Springfield, 
for the term of twenty-eight years, for the purpose of insur- 
ing dwelling-houses and other buildings, and personal prop- 
erty, against loss or damage by fire ; with all the powers 
and privileges, and subject to all the duties, liabilities and 
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1856.— Chapters 10, 11. 7 

restrictions, set forth in the four hundred and fifty-third 
chapter of the general laws of the Commonwealth of Massa- 
chusetts, passed April twenty-ninth, eighteen 'hundred and 
fifty-four, and all other laws of this Conunonwealth applica- 
ble to mutual fire insurance companies. 

Sect. 2. This act shall teike effect whenever the Hamp- ^^ ^ t^« 
den Kre Insurance Company shall, by a vote of a majority 
of the members thereof, abolish the mutual department of 
said company, in accordance with an act passed March 
thirty-first, eighteen hundred and fifty-five, and shall have 
deposited a certified copy of said vote in the office of the 
Secretary of this Commonwealth. ^Approved by the Gov- 
ernor j Februwry 9, 1856.] 

An Act to establish the Salaries of the Justices of the Supreme Judicial Chap, 10. 

Court. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tivesy in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. From and after the first day of January, of the saiari«eit»b- 
year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-six, the chief jus- 
tice of the supreme judicial court shall receive an annual 
salary of forty-five hundred dollars ; and each of the associate 
justices of said court shall receive an annual salary of 
four thousand dollars ; and the said salaries shall be paid 
in quarterly payments out of the treasury of the Com- 
monwealth, and in the same proportion for any part of 
a quarter. 

Sect. 2. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith, inconsistent acts 
are hereby repealed. ^Approved by the Governor j Febru- "p*^*^ 
ary 9, 1856.] 

Ak Act to change the Name of the South Congregatioiial Society, of Wobum, Chap, '11. 
and authorize it to hold JPropertj. . "^ 

Be it ena4;ted by the Senate ami House of Representor 
lives, in General Court assembled, and by the autliority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. The South Congregational Society of Woburn, N«ne changed. 
shalT hereafter be called and known by the name of the 
First Congregational Society of Winchester, and all debts 
due to or frota said South Congregational Society of Woburn, 
may be sued for and collected, in the same manner as if this 
act had not been passed. 

Sect. 2. Said society may hold real and personal estate, Reai and personal 
or eitiier, to an amount not exceeding fifty thousand dol- S©5f$60,ooo. *'* 
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1856.— Chapters 12, 13. 



Acts confirmed 
and made yalid. 



Acceptance 
of act. 



Proviso. lars : provided^ the income thereof shall be applied to paro- 

chial purposes, except so much of said income as may be 
needed to pSy the principal and interest of any sums of 
money which may be hired on mortgage of the real estate 
of said society, or otherwise. 

Sect. 3. All acts and things done by the said South 
Congregational Society of Woburn, \mder the name of the 
Winchester Congregational Society, which would have been 
valid and legal, if done in thqir rightfdl corporate name, are 
hereby confirmed and made valid. 

Sect. 4. The meeting of said society for the purpose of 
acting upon the acceptance of this act shall be caued agree- 
ably to the provisions of the twentieth chapter of the 
Revised Statutes. 

Sect. 5. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. lApproved by the Governor^ February 9, 1856.] 

Chap. 1 2. An Act to oontinae in fSoroe an Act to inoorpoRite the HayerfaiU Mutual IPIre 

Insurance Company. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives^ in General Court assembledj and by the authority of 
the same^ as follows : 

Act extended. Thc statuto of tho year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-one, chapter fifty, incorporating the 
Hdverhill Mutual fHre Insurance Company, passed February 
nineteenth, eighteen hundred and thirty-one, shall be con- 
tinued and remain in full force for the term of twenty years 
from and after the nineteenth day of February eighteen 
hundred and fifty-nine : provided^ that said company shall 
be subject to all the duties, liabilities and obligations, and 
entitled to all the privileges set forth in the forty-fourth 
chapter of the Revised Statutes, the four hundred and fifty- 
V third chapter of the statutes of eighteen hundred and fifty- 

four, and all other general laws which may be hereafter 
enacted relating to mutual fire insurance companies. [^Ap- 
proved by the Governor j February 9, 1866.] 

Chap. 13. An Act in addition to an Act to establish a Police Court in the Town of 
^ Chicopee. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tivesy in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same J as follows : 

J°^~"»ty»- Sect. 1. The justice of said court shall be allowed to 

tain nee, «o. j.«i. i*«. . • ..* 

retam to his own use, for his services in cnmmal prosecu- 
proTiso. tions, all fees by him received for said services : provided^ 



Duration. 



Powers, dntles, 
kc. 
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1856.— Chaptebs 14, 15. 1 

that he ^all not retain for said services a stun exceeding six 
hundred dollars annually, and all fees received by him over 
and i^ve Ihat sum for services in criminal prosecutions, he 
shall pay over to the county treasurer. 

Sect. 2. That portion of section fifth, chapter four hun- Pwtof act»- 
dred and sixty-three of statutes of eighteen hundred and ^***^' 
fifty-five, which is inconsistent with the first section of this 
act, is hereby repealed. 

Sect. 3. This act shall take effect from and after its 
J[Approved by the Governor^ February 18, 1856.] 



An Act to Protect the Fisheries in Ipawkh Eiver. C/uip, 14. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tives, in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the samej as follows : 

• Sect. 1. The inhabitants of the town of Ipswich, in JJ**JJ«jj2f ^^ 
Essex county, may, at anytime between the first day of°* 
April and the first day of June, (Sundays excepted,) tak6 
alewives from Ipswich River in said town, with dip nets, and 
at no other time. 

Sect. 2. No person shall, between the first day of April **^^*ib^°^ 
and the &rBi day of June, set, draw or stretch any seine or ^ * 
drag net, in any of the waters in Ipswich River, within the 
limits of said town. 

Sect 8. Any person who shall offend against the pro- Forfeit for ^. 
visions of either of the foregoing sections of this act, shall, ** °^' 
for each and every offence, forfeit the sum of one hundred 
and fifty dollars, one-half thereof to the use of the com- 
plainant, and the other half to the use of the town. 

Sect. 4. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with this inconaintont mu 
act, are hereby repealed. wp<*ied. 

Sect. 6. This act shall take eff'ect from and after its 
passage. [^Approved by the Governor j February 13, 1856.] 

Aw Act to extend the time for constructing a Highway across Mystic River. Qhup, 15. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives^ in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same J as follows : 

Sect. 1. The time in which the county commissioners nme fbr con- 
for the county of Middlesex, may construct a road and JSSSSf "*** 
bridge across Mystic River in the town of Medford, according 
to an act passed April twelfth, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-four, autfanrizing and em- 
powering them so to do, is hereby extendeoiwo years from 
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1856.— Chapter 16. 



the twelfth day of April, in the year of our Lord, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and fifty-six. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take effect* from and after its 
passage. lApproved by the Governor ^ February 13, 1866.] 



Chap. 16. 



Corponton. 



Pririleges, ro- 
strictioiu, &c. 



M&y purcham 
landB, docks, 
flats, &c. 



ProTiso. 



May construct 
vhanres, docks, 
4c. 



ProTiso. 



An Act to incorporate Simpson's Patent Dry Dock Company. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives^ in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same^ as follows : 

Sect. 1. James E. Simpson, Charles J. Morrill, George 
Callender, their associates and successors, are hereby made 
a corporation by the name of Simpson's Patent Dry Dock 
Company ; with all the powers and privileges, and subject 
to all the duties, restrictions and liabilities, contained in the 
forty-fourth chapter of the Revised Statutes. 

Sect. 2. Said company shall have power to purchase and 
hold, in fee simple or otherwise, all, or any part of the tract 
of land, wharves, dry docks, or flats, known as Simpson's 
Dry Docks, and situated on Marginal Street, in that part of 
Boston called East Boston, and now owned by said James 
E. Simpson, Morrill, Callender, and others, and portions of 
which were conveyed by said Simpson to said Morrill, Cal- 
lender and others, by deeds dated on the tenth day of De- 
cember last past, with all the privileges and appurtenances 
to said premises belonging, and with all the property and 
machinery thereon : and the said company may also pur- 
chase and hold, in fee simple or otherwise, any other lands, 
wharves, docks, or flats, in that part of Boston called East 
Boston, for the purpose of erecting thereon dry docks, on 
the plan of said Simpson's Dry Docks at East Boston : pro- 
vided^ the whole amount of real estate held by said com- 
pany shall not exceed two hundred and fifty thousand dol- 
lars. And tlie said company, within the limits of, or upon 
said lands at East Boston, or upon any and all lands that 
may be purchased and held by them as aforesaid, may con- 
struct wharves and dry docks, or other docks, and own, 
manage, control, use and carry on the same as they may 
deem proper, and lay vessels within, and at the ends and 
sides thereof, and receive dockage and wharfage therefor ; 
erect any buildings, lay out streets and passage ways, and 
improve and manage said property as to them shall seem 
expedient: provided^ that nothing herein contained shall 
authorize said company to infringe upon the legal rights of 
any person, or io build any wharf or otlier structure on the 
premises which is not now authorized by law. 
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Sect. 3. Said company may, at any legal meeting, from Number or ahare. 
time to time, agree upon and fix the nimiber of shares, not^iiS^r^''*'" 
exceeding four thousand in all, into which their stock shall 
be divided, which shares shall be transferable in a book, to 
be kept by the clerk of the company for that purpose ; may, 2^S2d**o^?* 
from time to time, assess upon the stockholders such sums fioo each. 
of money, not exceeding one hundred dollars on each share, 
as may be necessary for the purchase, improvement, man- 
agement, and carrying on of their estate and property ; and May be wid for 
may, in case any stockholder shall neglect to pay any such "**""P*y"**°* 
assessment, cause such of the shares of such stockholder as 
may be suflScient therefor, to be sold, in such manner as 
said company may, by their by-laws, determine. 

Sect. 4. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. ^Approved by the Governor^ February 15, 1856.] 

An Act to authorize the Seaman Manufacturing Company to increase their Chop» 1 7. 

capital stock. -* * 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tiveSy in General Court assembled, and by the authority jof 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. The Beaman Manufacturing Company arc Capital inoreawd 
hereby authorized to increase their capital stock by an 
amount not exceeding fifty thousand dollars, and to invest how invested. 
such increase in real and personal estate necessary and con- 
venient for carrying on the business of/ the company : pro- ProTiro. 
videdy that no shares in the capital stock hereby authorized, 
shall be issued for a less sum, to be actually paid in on each, 
than the par value of the shares in the original capital stock 
of said corporation. ^ 

Sect. 2. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. {^Approved by the Governor^ February 15, 1856.] 

An Act requiring a new inromise of an Insolyent Debtor after his discharge, to Ckap, 1 8. 

be in writing. * ' 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. No promise for the payment of any debt made New prombe of 
by an insolvent debtor, who has obtained his discharge from ff^^ttng!** ^ 
said debt under proceedings in bankruptcy or insolvency, 
shall be evidence of a new or continuing contract, whereby 
to deprive any party of the benefit of relying upon his dis- 
charge in bar of the recovery of a judgment upon said debt, 
unless such promise be made by, or contained in, some writ- 
ing signed by the party sought to be charged. 
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12 1856.— Chapters 19, 20, 21. 

Act to hare no Sect. 2. This act shall have no effect upon any action 
effB^^ndtog ^^^ pending, or upon promises made by an insolvent debtor 

before this act goes into operation. ^Approved by the Chv- 

emor^ February 15, 1856. 

r*hnv% 1 Q An Act to continue in force an Act to incorporate the Lynn Mutual Fire 
l^nap. 1^. InBurance CompanV. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representee 
tives^ in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Act extended. Sect. 1. Thc act to incorporatc the Lynn Mutual Fire 
Insurance Company, passed February the twentieth, in the 

Duration. year onc thousand eight hundred and twenty-eight, shall be 
and remain in force for the term of twenty years from the 
twentieth day of February, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty-six ; and the said corporation shall be con- 

PriTiiege0, re- tiuucd through that term ; with all the powers and privileges, 

striedona, &c. ^^^ subjoct to all the duties, restrictions and liabilities, set 
forth in the thirty-seventh and forty-fourth chapters of the 
Revised Statutes, the four hundred and fifty-third chapter 
of the statutes of eighteen hundred and fifty-four, and all 
other statutes which have been, or may hereafter be passed 
relating to mutual fire insurance companies. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. [Approved by the Governor j February 16, 1856.] 

Chap. 20. ^ -^CT to extend the time for the construction of the Minburj and South- 
■^ bridge Railroad. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
lives J in General Coural as^mbled, a/nd by the authority of 
the same J as follows: 

itoe«»oon- The time within which the Millbury and Souihbridge 
tended!*'' **" Railroad Company may construct the unfinished portions of 
their railroad, is hereby extended one year from the time 
now prescribed by law. [^Approved by the Governor j Feb- 
ruary 16, 1856.] 

Chap* 21. '^ ^^ concerning the Perkins Mills and D wight Manu&ctaring Company, 
-^ and to increase the Capital Stock of the latter. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor- 
tivesy in Generat Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same^ as follows : 

Dwight Manofto- Sect. 1. Thc stockholdcrs of the D wight Manufacturing 
Sta!5e?wJ^^ Company, in the town of Chicopee, and county of Hamp- 
ditionaiabacts, ^^^^ ^q hereby authorized to create one thousand addi- 
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tional shares of capital stock of one thousand dollars each, fi,oooeMh,to 
which shares shall be issued to the several stockholders of p^^^^^b' 
the Perkins Mills in said Chicopee, in proportion to the 
number of shares held by each in said Perkins Mills : pro- ProTi»o. 
videdy that at a legal meeting called for the purpose, tlie 
said Perkins Mills shall, by a vote representing two-thirds 
of the whole number of shares as owned by the stockhold- 
ers thereof at the time being, — that is to say, by a vote of 
six hundred and sixty-seven shares, — accept this act, and 
agree to sell, transfer and assign, their entire property and 
estate, real, personal or mixed, in whatsoever form or man- 
ner existing, together with all their existing rights, privi- 
leges and immunities, to the said Dwight Manufacturing 
Company, as the equivalent of the said one thousand addi- 
tional shares created by this act, and shall authorize and ^^*^^ *^ •"" 
empower their directors, or a majority of them, to prepare, wy»nce, kc.*^**' 
sign, and execute, acknowledge and deliver, in the name of 
the said Perkins Mills, any and all deeds of conveyance, or 
instruments in writing, necessary to fully eflFectuate such 
sale and transfer accordingly. 

Sect. 2. When such sale and transfer shall have been Perkin* amis 
completed, the charter of the Perkins MUls shall be there- **'^""'^ 
upon cancelled and annulled : provided^ that for all the ProTbo. 
purposes connected with the settlement of the affairs of the 
Perkins MUls, this annulment .shall not affect the claims, 
rights or demands, of said corporation, in law or in equity ; 
but the same shall survive and inure to the benefit and be- 
hoof of the Dwight Manufacturing Company: and pro-^TtMded.aiM. 
videdj also J it shall not affect the claims, rights or demands 
of .any creditors of the Perkins Mills, in law or in equity ; 
but that all such claims, rights and demands, shall survive ; 
and in consideration of the said sale and transfer, the 
said Dwight Manufacturing Company shall be held answer- 
jjble and liable therefor. 

Sect. 8. This act shall take effect from its passage, but ^^^;^^^ 
shall be null and void, unless accepted by the said corpora- fcc. 
tions, respectively, within six months thereafter, which 
acceptances shall be binding on both corporations for the 
due fulfilment of all the stipulations and provisions of this 
act. [Approved by the Grovemor^ February 16, 1856.] 
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Chap, 22. An Act in further addition to an Act <ihiWiihfng the Gitj of Salem. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represenia- 
tiveSj in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same^ as follows : 

SdSSi^^. Sect. 1. The acceptance by the legal voters of the city 
of Salem, of an act entitled, " An Act in addition to an Act 
establishing the city of Salem," approved by the governor, 
on the third day of May, in the year one thousand eight hun- 
dred and fifty-five, shall not prevent the holding of elections 
for the choice of city and ward ofiicers in and for said city of 
Salem, on the Tuesday next preceding the second Monday of 

2?*°*?I!Sm«^ March, in the present year, nor the organization of the gov- 
7 goTemmwi . gj.^jj^gjj|. ^^ gj^j^ ^j|.y ^f Salcm ou the fourth Monday of March, 

in the present year, in the manner now provided by law. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. [^Approved by the Governor^ February 21, 1856.] 

Chap, 23. An Act to change the coiporato name of the Second Baptist Societj in Salem, 

and also the time of their Annual Meeting. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor- 
tives, in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Name changed. Sect. 1. Thc corporatc uamc of the Second Baptist 
Society in Salem, is hereby changed ; and said society shall 
hereafter be called and known by the name of the Central 
Baptist Society in Salem. 

Annual meetiiig, Sect. 2. The auuual meeting of said society may be 
holden on any day in March, Sundays excepted, instead of 
the first Monday in January, as required by their act of 
' incorporation, passed February fifteenth, eighteen hundred 
and twenty-six. 

Sect. 3. This act shall take effect from and after *its 
passage. \_Approved by the Governor, February 21, 1866 J 

Chap, 24. '^ ^^ respecting the Custody of Minor Children whose Parents are living 
•* * ' separate. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

juatiees 8. J. c. lu all cascs whcrc the parents of any minor children are 
^ydS^'ci^!'* living separate, the justices of the supreme judicial court, 
cenj^ minor q^^ |.[^g petition of cithcr parent, shall have the same power 
to make such decrees concerning their care, custody, educa- 
tion and maintenance, as they now have in cases of children 
whose parents are divorced. [Approved by the Governor, 
February, 21, 1856.] 



when held. 
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An Act to incorporate the Nantucket Agricultural Sodetj. Chap, 25. 

Be it etmcted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
iivesy in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the samey as follows : 

Sect. 1. E. W. Gardner, Josiah Gorham, William M. corpor»t<«. 
Bates, their associates and successors, are hereby made a 
corporation by the name of the Nantucket Agricultural 
Society, for the encouragement of agriculture and the me- ^^nwi* 
chanic arts, in the county of Nantucket, by premiums and 
other means; with all the powers and privileges, and sub-J^^ggJ'iJt 
ject to all the duties, liabilities and restrictions of other 
agricultural societies established in this Commonwealth. 

Sect. 2. Said society shall be entitled, on the same »«»i^jw»an- 

.• -i*-ii*« • imaily from Oom- 

terms as other incorporated agricultural societies, to receive moowMith. 
annually, from the treasury of the Commonwealth, two hun- 
dred dollars, under the provisions of chapter forty-two of 
the Revised Statutes, notwithstanding the restrictions of 
section second of that chapter. [^Approved by the Govern- 
or, February 21, 1856.] 

Ak Act concerning the Boston and New York Central Bailroad Company. Chap. 26. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tiveSy in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same J as follows : 

Sect. 1. Any person or persons having such claim for ciaiiMBti tbr 
land damages against the Boston and New York Central ^y^SfSSt 
Railroad Company, as does or may hereafter entitle him or ^ •'*"» **^ 
them, at common law or by the statutes of this Common- 
wealth, or in any other way, to any injunction or process in 
law or equity, are hereby authorized to agree in writing with 
said company, upon such terms and conditions as shall be 
expressed in his or their agreement or agreements, not to 
avail himself or themselves of any or either, or all of said 
remedies, before the first day of May, in the year eighteen 
hundred and fifty-nine; and neither such agreement or^K^^^*J^ 
agreements, nor any delay to apply for any of said processes, J' ^Jj^* ***•"' 
in pursuance of the terms and conditions of such agreement "*' 
or agreements, shall be deemed a waiver of his or their 
right to enforce any, either or all of said remedies after the 
expiration of the said time, or upon the breach, by the said 
company, of the terms or conditions, or any of them, of the 
said agreement or agreements ; but the same may then, in 
either such case, be enforced as fully as if said agreement 
or agreements had never been made. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. {^Approved by the Governor^ February 26, 1856.] 
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Chap. 27. Av Act idatiog to Uie qipoiBtment of TVnttm of the Slate Lunatic 

Hospitals. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representee 
tiveSy in General Court assembled^ and by tJbe authority of 
the same J as follows : 

2S2li^ ^^ ^^ much of the first section of the forty-eighth chapter of 

the Revised Statutes, and of the first section of chapter three 
hundred and eighteen of the acts of eighteen hundred and 
fifty-three, as relates to the appointing for a succeeding year 
of the first named in the commission of trustees of the 
Limatic Hospitals of Worcester and Taunton, is hereby re- 
pealed. \_Approved by the Governor^ February 26, 1856.] 

Chap, 28. An Act to extend the time for Constroctiiig the Western Ayenue Bailroad. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor- 
lives J in General Court assembled^ and by tlie authority of 
the same^ as follows : 

Time for con- Thc time allowcd to the Western Avenue Railroad Com- 
uSbd**°tw?" pany to construct its Railroad, is hereby extended two years 
^•*" beyond the time now prescribed by law. [Approved by the 

Governor^ February 26, 1856.] 



Chan 29 •^ Act to extend the time for the oonstmotion of the Barre and North Brook- 
vxm«^. A,^. ^^^ Railroad. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
lives J in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same J as follows : 

Time for con- Thc time within which the Barre and North Brookfield 
te^Jd^'tJSf" Railroad Company may construct its railroad, is hereby 
yean. extended two years from the time now fixed by law. [Ap- 

proved" by the Governor, February 26, 1856.] 

Chap, 30. Ak Act to incorporate the Blaokstone Athenseom. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Corporators. Sect. 1. Hcury C. Kimball, Estes Lamb, James B. Hall, 

Paul P. Todd and Alexander Ballou, their associates and 

Name. successors, are hereby made a corporation by the name of 

the Blackstone Athenaeum, to be established in thc town of 

^"^ntoH^- Blackstone, in the county of Worcester, for thc purpose of 

instituting and maintaining a library and reading-room, 
advancing useful arts and sciences, and promoting public 

2riSi^'&^ instruction, by lectures or otherwise; with all the powers 
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and privileges, and subject to all the duties, restrictions and 
liabilities, set forth in the forty-fourth chapter of the Bevised 
Statutes. 

Sect. 2. Said corporation may hold real and personal B«ftiMidpwK»»i 
estate, to an amount not exceedmg m all the sum of twenty- oeed $25,000. 
five thousand dollars, the income of which shall be devoted ^JJJJ' ^^ 
to the aforesaid purposes. [^Appraved by the Governor^ 
February 26, 1866.] 

An Act to incorporate the Clinton Steam-Power Company. Cfuw, 31. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of RepresejUar 
tives^ in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same J as follows: 

SEpT. 1. Joseph B. Parker, Sidney Harris, Franklin corpo»tow. 
Forbes, their associates and successors, are hereby made a 
corporation by the name of the Clinton Steam-Power Com- Name, 
pany ; for the purpose of supplying mechanics and manufac- Pnrpoie. 
turers with rooms and steam-power in the town of Clinton, 
in the county of Worcester : and for this purpose shall have WTitojet, w- 
all the powers and privileges, and be subject to all the duties, ■*^'****^» **• 
liabilities and restrictions, set forth in the thirty-eighth and 
forty-fourth chapters of the Revised Statutes, the one hun- 
dred and thirty-third chapter of the acts of the year eighteen 
hundred and fifty-one, and all other general statutes wHich 
have been or may be passed, relating to like corporations. 

Sect. 2. The said corporation may hold, for the pur-BMaMtat«, 
poses aforesaid, real estate to the amount of fifty thousand •'^»^^* 
dollars, and the whole capital stock shall not exceed seven* capital stook, 
ty-five thousand dollars : provided, that no shares in said SotSo! 
capital stock shall be issued for a less sum or amount, to be 
actually paid in on each, than the par value of the shares 
which shall be fiirst issued ; and provided, also, that no shares Proridad, aim. 
in said capital stock shall be assessed beyond such par value. 

Sect. 3. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. \_Approved by the Governor, February 26, 1866.] 

An Act to change the corporate name of the Plympton Branch Railroad Qhnvk ^9 

Company. ^/M*p. u^. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. The corporate name 6f the Plympton Branch Nana c 
Railroad Company is hereby changed, and the said corpora- 
tion shall hereafter take and be ^own by the name of the 
Silver Lake Ice Company. 
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Sect. 2. This act shall take eflfect from and after its 
passage. lApproved by the Governor^ February 29, 1856.] 

Chat), 33 ^ ^^ extending the time for the construction of the Boston and New York 
^ ' Central Railroad. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the OAUhority of 
the same, as follows : 

Time for con- The tune within which the Boston and New York Central 
to^toM^y Railroad Company may construct that portion of their rail- 
1, 1867. YQ^^ which was originally incorporated as the Southbridge 

and Blackstone Railroad Company, is hereby extended to 
ProTtoo. May first, eighteen hundred and fifty-seven: provided, /low- 

ever, that any person or persons, whose land or other prop- 
erty has been taken by said railroad company, shall have one 
year, in addition to the time now allowed by law, to avail 
himself or themselves of the remedies provided in the thirty- 
ninth chapter of the Revised Statutes. lApproved by the 
Governor, February 29, 1856.] 

Chat) 34 '^ ^^ amending the Forty-Ninth Chapter of the Revised Statutes, respect- 
ir * * ing the manner of Sureties surrendering their Principals in BaU Bonds. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Bmbse of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

poiror of axm- Sect. 1. The suretics in the bond given as required by 
tujito^BMooTEto ^Y^^ Revised Statutes, chapter forty-ninth, sections first and 
second, shall have the same power to exonerate themselves 
as sureties in a bail bond now have, by Revised Statutes, 
chapter ninety-first. 
kSir??*"* M Sect. 2. Whenever any person shall bo committed on 
committ^^" account of inability to give such bond, or shall be surren- 
dered by his sureties, as provided in the preceding section, 
he shall be discharged from prison, on giving, at any time 
thereafter, the bond required, with sureties approved by two 
justices of the peace and of the quorum, of the coimty, in 
the same manner as is provided by chapter ninety-seven, 
section sixty -fifth, of the Revised Statutes, for the approval 
of sureties in a bond for the prison limits. 

Sect. 3. This act shall take efiect from and after its 
passage. [^Approved by the Governor, February 29, 1856.] 
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Ak Acfi to incorporate the Boston Monument Ajsociation. Chap, 35. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tivesy in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. Charles Corliss, George CoflSn, M. G. J. Emery, corponito«. 
Obadiah Duston, Daniel Webster, T. J. Goodrich, John 
Carleton, John N. Kjmball, Ezra B. Welch, J. V. Smiley, 
George Corliss, Numa Sargent, their associates and succes- 
sors, are hereby made a corporation, by the name of the Dus- N«ne. 
ton Monument Association, for the purpose of enclosing and Purpoie. 
improving the site of the house in Haverhill, from which 
Haimah Duston was taken by the Indians, and of erecting 
and maintaining, by voluntary subscriptions and donations, 
a monument thereon; with fiJl the powers and P^^^l^g^s, i^^^,^ 
and subject to all the duties, liabilities and restrictions, set ' ^ **"*' 
forth in the forty-fourth chapter of the Revised Statutes. 

Sect. 2 Said corporation may hold real and personal Beai and personal 
estate necessary and convenient for the purposes aforesaid, SSfsw^ooo! "' 
not exceeding in amount the sum of ten thousand dollars. 

Sect. 8. Said corporation shall have no power to assess mj^'*®" "o^^ 
or tax its members. 

Sect. 4. All past and future contributors to the amount contributon of 
of one dollar in aid of the association, shall thereby be enti- JimS^i^. *** 
tied to membership thereof, with all its privileges. ^Ap- 
proved by the Governor^ March 5, 1866.] 

Ajt Act to continue in force « An Act to incorporate the Hampehire Mutual Qfmv)^ 35, 
Pire Insurance Company." -* ' 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tiveSy in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same J as follows : 

The act to incorporate the Hampshire Mutual Pire Insur- Act continued, 
ance Company, passed on the sixth day of March, in the year 
one thousand eight hundred and thirty, shall be and remain in Duration, 
force for the term of twenty years from the sixth day of March, 
in the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-eight ; and 
the said corporation shall be continued through that term, PriTUegw, »- 
with all the powers and privileges, and subject to all the duties, " ^ ^^' 
restrictions and liabilities, set forth in the thirty-seventh and 
forty-fourth chapters of the Revised Statutes, the four hun- 
dred and fifty-third chapter of the statutes of one thousand 
eight hundred and fifty-four, and in all the statutes which 
have been, or may hereafter be passed, relating to mutual 
fire insurance companies. [^Approved by the Governor, 
March 5, 1866.] 
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Chap. 37. An Act to MtaUieh the Office of Afltistant-Caerk of the Supreme Judicial 

Court, in the County of Suffolk. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represenla- 
tiveSj in General Court a^sembled^ and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

AMiftAntKdMrkof Sect. 1. The justicGs of the supreme judicial court may, 

8. J. Coart for « .. x xi • x ^ -i. ui x x 

eoon^ of Suffolk, from time to time, appoint some suitable person to act as 
assistant-clerk of the supreme judicial court for the county 
of Suffolk, who shall hold his oflSce for the term of three 
years from the time of his appointment, subject to be sooner 
removed by the supreme judicial court ; he shall perform 
his duties under the direction of the clerk of the supreme 
judicial court for the coimty of SuflFolk," shall be sworn to 
the faithful discharge of his duties, and shall pay over to 
said clerk all fees and sums received by him as such assist- 

**?SnSi^ ant, to be accounted for according to law ; and he shall 
receive for his services, the sum of fifteen hundred dollars 
per annum, payable quarterly out of the treasury of the 
county of Suffolk. 

^^^ Sect. 2. Such assistant-clerk may authenticate paperij, 

and perform such other duties of the clerk as shall not be 
jKJrformed by him ; and in case of the absence, neglect, 
removal, resignation or death of the clerk, may complete 
and attest any records remaining unfinished, and act as 
clerk of said supreme judicial court, until a new clerk be 
appointed and qualified. 

Bond, fcc. Sect. 3. Such assistant-clerk, before entering upon the 

duties of his office, shall give a bond to the treasurer of the 
county of Suffolk, to be approved by the supreme judicial 
court, in a sum not less than five himdred dollars, and not 
exceeding two thousand dollars, with one or more sufficient 
sureties, with condition for the faithful discharge of the 
duties of his office. [Approved by the Governor. March 5, 
1856.] 

Chap. 38. An Act giving further remedies in Equity. 

Be it enacted by the Senate^ and House of Representa- 
tives^ in General Court assembled^ and by the autJuyrity of 
the same^ as follows : 

Mtodto£^S Sect. 1. The supreme judicial court shall have jurisdic- 

MQity In cer- tiou in cquity, in all cases of accident or mistake where the 

"***■ party asking relief has not a plam, adequate and complete 

remedy at law, with all the powers belonging to said court 

in suits in equity, 
^to^owcom- Sect. 2. Suits in equity may be commenced by bill or 

bjr writ of attachment. 
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Sect. 3. All acts or parts of acts, inconsistent with the inooMisteiit acta 
preceding section, are repealed. repealed. 

Sect. 4. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. {^Approved by the Governor^ March 5, 1856.] 

An Act xelatmg to the unlawful use of Priyate Propertj. Chap. 39. 

Be it enacted by the Senate a/nd House of Representor 
lives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. Every person, who shall, wilfully, mischievously unuwftii taking 
and without right, take, drive, ride or use any horse, ass, ®' *^"*^ 
mule, ox, or any draught animal, the property of another, 
without the consent* of the owner, or other person having the 
legal custody, care or control of the same, shall be deemed 
to be guilty of a misdemeanor ; and shall be punished by a 
line not exceeding three himdred dollars, or by imprison- 
ment in the house of correction for a term not exceeding 
six months : provided, that nothing in this act shall be so ptoti*©. 
construed as to apply to any case, where the taking of the 
property of another is with the intent to steal the same, or 
when it is taken under a claim of right, or with the pre- 
sumed consent of the owner, or other person having the 
legal control, care, or custody of the same. 

Sect. 2. Justices of the peace and police courts, shall Justices, tc to 
have concurrent jurisdiction with the court of common jSSdSSS^of- 
pleas and the municipal court of the city of Boston, of of- ^"^^^ 
fences under this act : provided, that such justices and police Provbo. 
courts shall not have power to inflict a fine exceeding ten 
dollars on any conviction imder this act. 

Sect. 3. The two himdred and ninety-fifthchapter of the a^ 18m re- 
acts of the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-four, '^^^^ 
is hereby repealed : provided, this repeal shall not affect any 
prosecution previously commenced. 

Sect. 4. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. [Approved by the Governor, March 6, 1866.] 

An Act in addition to an Act in relation to Female Convicts. Chap, 40. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
lives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same as follows : 

Sect. 1. Justices of the police courts, shall have concur- J"«**«*2fpj^^ 
rent jurisdiction with the court of common pleas, of all concurrentjuri*- 
qnestions arising under the four hundred and sixteenth ^^'pSi.'^"' ^ 
chapter of the acts of the year one thousand eight hundred 
and fifty-four. 
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1856.— Chaptees 41, 42. 



Chap. 



May extend 
wharf. 



Sect. 2. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. [Approved by the Governor^ March 6, 1856.] 

4.x An Act to authorixe W. C. Bantow, B. C. Ward, £. S. Band and C. C. 
Gilbert, to extend their Wharf. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Hcyuse of Representor- 
tivesy in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the sam^y as follows : 

W. C. Barstow, B. C. War(L E. S. Rand and C. C. Gil- 
bert, proprietors of a wharf ana flats situated in that part of 
Boston called East Boston, and ac^oining Condor Street, 
and lying between, and adjoining land and flats of the East 
Boston Company on the westerly side, and land and flats of 
B. C. Ward on the easterly side, are hereby authorized to 
extend and maintain their wharf aforesaid, into the harbor 
channel, as far as the commissioners' line, so called, as the 
same is now established by law, in Boston harbor ; and shall 
have the right to lay vessels at the ends and sides thereof, 
and to receive wharfage and dockage therefor: provided^ 
however J that this grant shall not be construed to extend to 
any flats or land of this Commonwealth, lying in front of 
the flats of any other person, or which would be compre- 
hended by the true lines of such flats, continued to the said 
commissioners' line ; and provided^ further ^ that so much 
of said wharf as may be constructed below low-water mark, ' 
shall be built on pUes, which piles shall not be nearer to 
each other than six feet in the direction of. the stream, 
and eight feet in a transverse direction, and that this act 
shall in no ¥dse impair the legal rights of any person what- 
ever. [Approved by the Governor ^ March 10, 1866.] 

Chap, 4t2. '^ '^CT to continue in force an Act to incorporate the Danvera Mutual Fire 
Insurance Company, and to change the corporate name of the same. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives^ in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same^ as follows: 

Sect. 1 . The statutes of the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty-nine, chapter twenty, incorporating 
the Dan vers Mutual Fire Insurance Company, shall be contin- 
ued and remain in full force for the term of twenty years 
from and after the twelfth day of June, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and fifty-seven : provided^ that 
said company shall be subject to all the duties, liabilities and 
obligations, and entitled to all the privileges set forth in 
the thirty-sevejith and forty-fourth chapters of the Revised 
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Statutes, the four hundred and fifty-third chapter of statutes 
of the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-four, and 
all other general laws which have been and may hereafter be 
enacted, relating to mutual fire insurance companies. 

Sect. 2. The said Danvers Mutual Fire Insurance Com- nmm changed. 
pany, shall hereafter be called and known by the corporate 
name of the South Danvers Mutual Fire Insurance Company. 

Sect. 3. This act shall take effect on and after its pas- 
sage. \_Approved by the Governor ^ March 10, 1856.] 

An Act to amend an Act entitled, " An Act to authorize-the Boston and Lowell rjttnft ±^ 
Railroad Company to alter the construction of a Bridge and the location there- ^'**tr * *'^* 
of," passed on the twenty-first day of May, eighteen hundred and iifty-fiye. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tiveSj in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same J as follows : 

Sect. 1. So much of the second section of the actPMtwwpeaj. 
passed on the twenty-first day of May, in the year eighteen 
hundred and fifty-five, entitled, " An Act to authorize the 
Boston and Lowell Railroad Company to alter the construc- 
tion of a bridge and the location thereof," as provides that 
the said Boston and Lowell Railroad Company shall be sub- 
ject to the general statutes which relate to railroad corpora- 
tions, which have been or may be hereafter passed,, relating 
to such corporations, is hereby repealed. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take eflFect from and after its 
passage. ^Approved by the Governor , March 10, 1856.] 

Aw Act to incorporate the Bowdoin Literary Association of Dorchester. Chap, 44. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor- 
tivesy in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. Elbridge Paclcard McElroy, Robert Vose, Jr., oorporatow. 
Owen B. Brigham and their associates, members of the so- 
ciety known by the name and style of the Bowdoin Literary 
Association of Dorchester, with their successors, are hereby 
made a corporation by the name of the Bowdoin Literary 
Association of Dorchester, for the purpose of diffusing and ^vrpoM. 
promoting general knowledge in the town of Dorchester ; 
with all the powers and privileges, and subject to all the PriTnegea, »- 
restrictions, duties and liabilities, set forth in the forty- '^*^*''"' ^'^ 
fourth chapter of the Revised Statutes. 

Sect. 2. The said corporation may hold real and per-R<«i»ndi)e»onai 
sonal estate, to be used for the purposes aforesaid, to an JlSd$»)oool "' 
amount not exceeding the sum of thirty thousand dollars. 
^Approved by the Governor, March 10, 1866.] 
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Penalty for un- 
lawful fishing. 



Chap, 45. Am Act in additum to *<An Act to inoocpOTate the Pocha Pond Meadow 

and Fiflhing Company, in Edgartown." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tivesj in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same J as folloivs : 

Sect. 1. The Pocha Pond Meadow and Fishing Com- 
pany, in Edgartown, in Dukes county, their successors and 
assigns, are hereby exclusively empowered, by seines, nets 
or any other fishing apparatus, at any time between the first 
day of March and the first day of July in each year, to take 
herrings from the waters of Pocha or Capepoge Ponds, in 
said Edgartown, or any of the outlets thereof. 

Sect. 2. If any person shall set, stretch or drag a seine 
or net in ^id ponds, or the outlets thereof, or shall in any 
manner catch, or attempt to catch herrings therein, except 
as above provided, without the consent of said company, he 
shall forfeit and pay to the use of the aforesaid company 
the sum of twenty dollars for each offence, and an addi- 
tional sum of twenty dollars for each and every barrel of 
herrings so taken. 

Sect. 3. If any person shall, in any way, hinder or pre- 
vent the herrings from passing through any or either of the 
aforesaid ponds or the outlets thereof, during the period- 
aforesaid, he shall for each and every offence forfeit and pay 
to the use of said company the sum of one hundred dollars. 

Sect. 4. The penalties above provided for, may be sued 
for and recovered in an action of debt, or an action of tres- 
pass in the case, in any court proper to try the same. 

Sect. 6. The proprietors of the aforesaid corporation 
may increase the number of shares to sixteen. 

Sect. 6. All acts or parts of acts, inconsistent with the 
provisions of this act, are hereby repealed. 

Sect. 7. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. ^Approved by the Governor, March 11, 1856.] 



Penalty for hin- 
dering piiMago of 
herring. • 
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Chop. 46« "^ ^^ ^ addition to an Act entitled, "An Act to inoorporate'the Mercantile 
•^' * Library ABSodation," paaaed in the ,year one thonaand eight hundred and 
forty-flve. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
lives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

StotTlSSom ^^^' ^' "^^^ Mercantile Library Association of Boston, 
** ' ' may hold real and personal estate, for tlie pxirposes set forth 
in the original act of incorporation, of the value, in all, of 
To be vested In uot moTC than ouc hundred thousand dollars. And the 
flTPtmstees. j^g^| ^j^j^ thcrcto shall be vested in five trustees, who shall 
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be appointed and controlled as provided in section second of 
the said original act. 

Sect. 2. All persons engaged in mercantile pursuits and Membew. 
above the age of sixteen years, and no others, shall be eligi- 
ble as members of this association, and entitled to vote and 
act as officers thereof. 

Sect. 3. The board of government of the association. Board of govern- 
to wit, — the president, vice-president, corresponding secre- ™*^** 
tary, recording secretary, treasurer, and eight directors, 
may receive as subscribers to the library or reading-room, 
and admit to the privileges thereof, any person or any J^j^^»**«»^ 
mercantile firm who may not be eligible as a member or tain oondftion. 
members of the association \mder this act and the act to 
which this is in addition, upon payment of a subscription, 
and complying with such other terms and conditions as the 
said board may prescribe. 

Sect. 4. AU parts of the original act of incorporation rwtw wp«ii. 
inconsistent with this act, are hereby repealed. [Approved 
by the Governor^ March 12, 1856.] 

An Act respeqfing Naturalization. Chap. 47. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tivesj in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same, as follotos : 

Sect. 1. The supreme judicial court, the court of com- a. j.ooart,&o., 
mon pleas, the superior court of the county of Suffolk, when JSSti^^Mt^ 
held for the transaction of civil business, shall entertain and «»^**<>°- 
decide upon applications of aliens for naturalization. 

Sect. 2. AU proceedings upon applications for natural- Proceedings to be 
ization, shall be held in open court, and be made matter of S^Sr°iSS«"S 
record, and be entered upon the docket of the court, at the"^'*'*®- 
term when the primary application or declaration is made, 
and also at the term when the final application or declara- 
tion is made. 

Sect. 3. So much of the twenty-eighth chapter of the incomirtent act 
acts of the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five, "p®*^- 
as is inconsistent with this act, is hereby repealed. 

Sect. 4. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. l.^>proved by the Governor, March 13, 1856.] 
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ProTided. 



Chap. 48. An Act in addition to tereiil Acts to Menre a Decennial Census and Statu- 

tical Information. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

compen»tionibr Sect. 1. There shall be allowed from the treasury of the 
SSS5,'*«°SS^ Commonwealth, for each agent, dnly authorized and em- 
d»y, ewh agent, ployed, as provided in the third section of an act approved on 
the twenty-first day of May, in the year of our Lord eighteen 
himdred and fifty-five, and entitled, " An Act to secure a De- 
cennial Census," as a compensation for his services, after the 
rate of two dollars a day for each agent, for the time actually 
employed in taking said census, reckoning ten hours as a day : 
provided, however, that if the same persons were employed 
at the same time for taking the census, who were required 
by the act approved May twenty-one, eighteen hundred and 
fifty-five, to obtain statistical information relating to certain 
branches of industry, then the sum of two dollars a day 
shall be equivalent to the services rendered under both acts: 
and provided, further, that if said services were performed 
under an agreement made between city or town authorities 
and such agents, such contracts may be approved by the 
state auditor, and paid, — if the amount payable \mder such 
contracts do not exceed the siun above named, — said con- 
tracts to be certified, and the bills of said agents to be 
approved by the mayors of the several cities, and the select- 
men of the several towns. 

Sect. 2. So much of the fourth section of the act ap- 
proved on the twenty-first day of May, in the year eighteen 
hundred and fifty-five, and entitled, " An Act to obtain Sta- 
tistical Information relating to certain branches of Indus- 
try," as relates to the auditing of the accounts of assessors, 
is hereby repealed. 

Sect. 3. This act shall take eflFect on and after its 
\^Approved by the Governor, March 15, 1856.] 



Provided, 
ftuther. 



Part of ect re- 



Chap. 49. -^ ^^ ^ addition to *< An Act to incorporate the Toong Men's library 
■* * * Association of Worcester." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Name changed. Sect. 1. The Youug Mcu's Library Association of 
Worcester, are hereby authorized to take the name of the 
Worcester Lyceum and Library Association. 

Sect. 2. The Worcester Lyceum are hereby authorized 
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usoda- 



to unite with the Young Men*s Library Association of Wor- ^^ ^ 
cester, and, upon the acceptance of this act by the said ^°' 
Lyceum, and the said Young Men's Library Association, 
the property of the said Lyceum shall pass to, and be vested ^tS!'^' ^"""^ 
in, the Worcester Lyceum and Library Association. 

Sect. 3. This act shall take eflFect from and after its 
passage. \_Approved by the Governor, March 15, 1856.] 

An Act to regulate the constmctum of Fish Weirs. Chap. 50. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. Tlie mayor and aldermen of any city, and the ^J[<«*»e% *« » 
selectmen of the several towns, lying upon fiie tide-waters JheTOiSru^oon 
of this Commonwealth, are hereby empowered to authorize ^' ** '"*"' 
in writing, any person to construct fish-weirs in said waters, 
within the limits of such city or town, for a term not 
exceeding five years : provided, said weirs shall cause no ProTbo. 
obstruction to navigation nor encroach on the rights of 
others. 

S::cx. 2. If any person shall wilfully injure or destroy Penalty for iigur- 
said weirs, or any part thereof, or shall, without leave of the ^i^'^^^^^ 
owners thereof, take from the same any fish found therein, 
he shall, upon conviction, forfeit and pay to the use of the 
owners of said weirs, a sum not exceeding twenty dollars, 
to be recovered in any court of competent jurisdiction, and 
shall, moreover, be liable to the parties injured, for all 
damages in a civil suit. 

Sect. 3. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. [Approved by the Governor, March 15, 1856.] 

An Act to incorporate the Williams House Company. Chap, 51. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follotas : 

Sect. 1. Harvey T. Cole, Sumner Southworth, Stephen corporeton. 
Walley, their associates and successors, are hereby made a 
corporation by the name of the Williams House Company, Name. 
for the purpose of erecting a hotel in the town of Williams- Purpose. 
town, and maintaining the samej and the buildings and 
appurtenances connected therewith ; with all the powers and ^^2|**' J®* 
privileges, and subject to all the duties, liabilities and re- ' ^'"' 
strictions, set forth in the forty-fourth chapter of the Revised 
Statutes. 

Sect. 2. The whole amount of real and personal estate 
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^^jg^^ or capital stock which said corporatioii may hold for the 
purposes aforesaid, shall not exceed fifty thousand dollars : 
provided, that no shares in the ca{Htal sto<^ of said corpora- 
tion shall be issued for a less sum or amount, to be actually 
paid in on each, than the par Tidue of the shares which 
■0. shall be first issued ; and provided^ also, that said corpora- 
tion shall not carry on the business of hotel-keeping. 

Sect. 3. This act shall ti^e effect from and after its 
passage. \_Approved by the Governor, March 15, 1856.] 

Chav, 52* ^^ ^^^^ ^ proteet the ^abcties in Ipswich BiTei. in the Towns of HamiUon, 
^' Wenham, Topsfield, Boxf^d and Mlddkton. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
lives, in General Court aseenibled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

rkuaff prohiba. Sect. 1. Xo person shall set, draw, or stretch any seiue 

•dfaiMTtaiaiiB. Qj. drag-net, in any of the waters in Ipswich River, within 

the limits of the towns of Hamilton, Wenham, Topsfield, 

Boxford and Middleton. 

taiijg^ Sect. 2. Any person who shall o£fend against the pro- 

*'*''*"^* vision of section first of this act, shall, for each and every 

offence, forfeit the sum of one hundred dollars, one-haLf 

thereof to the use of the complainant, and the other half to 

the town where the offence was conamitted. 

Sect. 3. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. [Approved by the Governor, March 16, 1856.] 

Chap, 53. ^^ ^^ ^ authorize County Commianonen to administer Oaths and Affir- 
•* * * mations. 

Be it enameled by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the sams, as follows : 

coongr eommiij. Sect. 1. Couuty Commissiouers may administer oaths 
iiiiiiifter°Mth«] and affirmations, to witnesses who may appear to testify 
**• respecting any matter depending before them in their officisd 

capacity. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take effect from and after its 

passage. [^Approved by the Governor, March 15, 1856.] 

Chap* 54. ^^ ^^ ^ authorize Daniel Crowley to extend his Wharf. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor- 
lives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

May txt«nd Dauicl Crowlcy, proprietor of a wharf and flats situated 

'^^^'^*^' in that part of Boston called East Boston, and adjoining 
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Condor Street, and lying between, and adjoining land and 
flats of the city of Boston on the easterly side, and land and 
flats of Salma B. Gonld, on the westerly side, is hereby au- 
thorized to extend and maintain his wharf aforesaid, into 
the harbor channel as far as the commissioners' line, so 
called, as the same is now established by law in Boston Har- 
bor, and shall have the right to lay vessels at the ends and Bights, &c. 
sides thereof, and to receive wharfage and dockage therefor : 
provided^ however^ that this grant shall not be construed to Proviao. 
extend to any flats or land of this Commonwealth, lying in 
front of the flats of any other person, or which would be 
comprehended by the true lines of such flats continued to 
said commissioners' line; and provided^ further^ that so Providod, ait- 
much of said wharf as may be constructed below low-water ****"* 
mark shall be built on piles, which piles shall not be nearer 
to each other than six feet in the direction of the stream, 
and eight feet in a transverse direction ; and this act shall 
in no wise impair the legal rights of any person whatever. 
[Approved by the Governor^ March 17, 1856.] 

An Act to accept the surrender of the Charter of the IUihx)ad Mutual Fire Chap. 55. 
Insurance Companj. •* * 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

The surrender of the charter of the Railroad Mutual Fire charter sur- 
Insurance Company, incorporated March twenty-second, in '*°'^"**- 
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty- 
one, is accepted, and the said charter shall be null and void, 
from and after the passage of this act. [Approved by the 
Governor, March 21, 1866.] 

An Act to incorporate the New England Raihroad Mutual Fire Insurance Cho/D, 56. 

Company. •* ' 

Be it enacted by the Senaie and House of Representor 
tives J in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. Thomas Hopkinson, John Howe, Waldo Hig- corporaton. 
gmson, their associates and successors, are hereby made a 
corporation by the name of the New England Railroad Name. 
Mutual Fire fiisurance Company, in the city of Boston, for Duration. 
the term of twenty-eight years, for the purpose only ofporpoflc. 
insuring railroad station and freight houses, and their con- 
tents, and other property in which railroad corporations 
may have en insurable interest, against loss or damage by 
fire ; with all the powers and pri^eges, and subject to all ^^^;&J; 
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the duties, liabilities and restrictioDSy set forth in the thirty- 
seventh and forty-fourth chapters of the Revised Statutes, 
the four hundred and fifty-third chapter of the statutes of 
the year one thousand eight hundred and fifly-four, and all 
other laws which have been or may hereafter be enacted 
relative to mutual fire insurance companies. 
Jrt^^iT'SSS^ Sect. 2. This company are hereby authorized to insure 
StetM. property for any railroad corporation incorporated by the 

laws of Massachusetts, Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, 
Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey and 
Pennsylvania, in which such corporations may have an in- 
surable interest, against loss or damage by fire, as set forth 
in section first of this act. 

Sect. 3. This act shall take eflFect on and after its 
passage. [^Approved by the Governor^ March 21, 1856.] 

Chap, 57. Ak Act to authorize John Pew to extend his Wharf in Gloucester. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Bouse of Representor- 
iivesy in General Ckmrt assembledj and by the authority of 
the same J as follows : 

May extend Sect. 1. Johu Pcw is hereby authorized to extend his 

'"**^' wharf, in the harbor of Gloucester, a distance not exceeding 

Proriao. thirty-scveu feet, towards the channel : provided, that this 

grant shall in no wise impair the legal rights of any person 

or corporation. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take eflFect from and after its 

passage. [^Approved by the Governor y March 21, 1856.] 

Chap. 58. -^ ^^ concerning the Vermont and Massachusetts Raihroad Company. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

May mortage Sect. 1. The Vermont and Massachusetts Railroad Com- 
toteu!teei,tor pany are hereby authorized to mortgage to three trustees, 
•1,100,000. Q^^ ^ ^Y^Q survivors and survivor of them, and each of 
them, and to their successors, to secure the bonds of said 
company to the amount of eleven hundred thousand dollars, 
the railroad of said company, with all the lands and build- 
ings of said company, intended for the use and accommoda- 
tion of said road and the business of the same, and all the 
locomotives, cars of all descriptions, tools, machinery, and 
implements used in working and running said road and in 
connection therewith, and all additions made thereto by 
adding new locomotives, cars, tools, machinery, a;id other 
things. 
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Sect. 2. Such mortgage shall be recorded in the registry Bto^gBshjube 
of deeds of the counties of Worcester and Franklin, and in 
the clerk's office of the towns of Pitchburg and Greenfield. 
{^Approved by the Cfovemor^ March 21, 1856.] 

Ak Act to authorize Parker Burnham, Joseph B. Bnmham and Elias Bum- Ckop, 59. 
ham to extend their Marine Railway. 

Be U enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tives^ in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same J as follows : 

Sect. 1. Parker Burnham, Joseph B. Burnham and Elias J^«gjjj^y 
Bumham, are hereby authorized to extend their marine rail- extended. ' 
way, in the harbor of Gloucester, a distance not exceeding 
thirty feet towards the channel : provided, that this grant Proyiw. 
shall in no wise impair the legal rights of any person. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. [^Approved by the Governor, March 21, 1856.] 

Ak Act to change the Name of the State Reform School for Girls. Chap, 60. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tivesy in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

The State Reform School for Gifk shall hereafter be Name changed, 
called and known by the name of the State Industrial School 
for Girls. [^Approved by the Governor, March 21, 1866.] 

An Act to set off a part of the Town of Boxford and annex the same to the Chap, 61. 
Town of Oroveland. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
lives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. So much of the town of Boxford, in the county Territory s^ oar 
of Essex, with the inhabitants thereon, as lies within thfe *" *""** 
following described lines, is set oflF from the said town of 
Boxford, and annexed to the town of Groveland, in said 
county of Essex, to wit : Beginning at a stone monument, 
at the north-westerly corner of the town of Georgetown, and 
north-easterly corner of said town of Boxford, thence run- 
ning south, ten degrees thirty minutes, west, three hundred 
and eleven rods and five links, on a line between said towns 
of Georgetown and Boxford, to a stone monument, at an 
angle between said towns ; thence running on an angle with 
the first mentioned line, containing forty-six degrees thirty 
minutes, five hundred and fifty-eight rods and twenty links, 
north-westerly, and between the houses of William Ross and 
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John G. Foot, and across Johnson's Pond, to a stone monu- 
ment between the towns of Bradford, Boxford and Grove- 
land ; thence running easterly, on a line between said towns 
of Boxford and Groveland, (which is the present dividing 
line between said towns,) to the point first begun at : pro- 
jwhawttgto rf vided^ however^ that the inhabitants and land thus set oflF, 
pay to att5oid shall be holden to pay, and shall pay, to said town of Box- 
•110.60. ioT^^ the sum of one hundred and ten dollars and fifty cents ; 

the said sum being their poiiion of the town debt of said 
Provirionftwiup-town of Boxford : 2lil6. provided^ further J that all paupers 
port of paupers. ^^^ \iQ,Ye gained a settlement in said town of Boxford, by a 
settlement gained or derived within said territory^ shall bfe 
relieved or supported by said town of Groveland, in the 
same manner, as if they had a legal settlement in said town 
of Groveland. 
Bectionof rep- Sect. 2. For the purposc of electing representatives to 
resen vea. ^j^^ general court, to which the said town of Boxford is 
entitled, until the next decennial census shall be taken, in 
pursuance of the thirteenth article of amendment to the 
constitution, the said territory shall remain and continue to 
be a part of the town of Boxford, and the inhabitants, resi- 
dent therein, shall be entitled to vote in the choice of such 
representatives, and shall be eligible to the office of repre- 
sentative in the town of Boxford, in the same manner as if 
this act had not passed. 

Sect. 3. This act shall take eflFect from and after its 
passage. \_Approved by the Governor^ March 21, 1856.] 

Chap. 62. An Act in addition to " An Act to incorporate the Proprietors of the Kuial 

Cemetery in Worcester." 

Be it erected by the Senate and House of Representor 
lives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Mayhoidreriand * Thc corporatiou of the proprietors of the Rural Ceme- 
«.i w.*. ^^^ .^ Worcester, may take and hold, by purchase or other- 
wise, from time to time, so much real and personal estate, as 
may be necessary for the objects of their organization, any 
limitation in the act to which this is in addition to the con- 
trary, notwithstanding; and all such real and personal estate 

How applied, shall bc applied, exclusively, to purposes connected with, 
and appropriate to the objects of such corporation. [Ap- 
proved by the Governor, March 21, 1856.] 



penonal estate 
neceffiaiy. 
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Am Act in addition to « An Act to establish a State Reform School for Girls." Chap* 63. 

Be it inacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tiveSj in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same, as follows: 

The treasurer of the State Reform School for Girls shall JJJSJJ'JL^* 
receive, hold and invest, for the benefit of said Reform doMS>iw, &«! 
School, all legacies, devises and donations to, or on the ac- 
count of said Reform School, subject to such regulations as 
may be established, from time to time, by the board of trus- 
tees of said school. [Approved by the Governor, March 21, 
1«56.] 

An Act to incorporate the Female Beneyolent Society at South Danvers. Chup, 64. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. Sarah L. Winchester, Eunice W. Cook, Mary corporaton. 
O. Poor, Maria Whitney, Tamison P. Kimball, their asso- 
ciates and successors, are hereby made a corporation, by the 
name of the Female Benevolent Society at South Danvers, Name, 
for the purpose of taking, holding, investing and distribut- ParpoM. 
ing such funds as they now have, or may hereafter be given 
them for the charitable and benevolent objects of their asso- 
ciation; with all the powers and privileges, and subject to^jj^^w »• 
all* the duties, liabilities and restrictions, set forth in the * "•♦ ** 
forty-fourth chapter of the Revised Statutes. 

Sect. 2. Said corporation shall have power to establish R«im, &e. 
such rules and regulations, for the management of their 
association, as a majority of the members may, from time to 
time, determine to be expedient and proper. 

Sect. 3. The funds of this association shall not at any J^*||£*ooo* "" 
time exceed twenty-five thousand dollars. 

Sect. 4. This act shall take efiect on and after its pas- 
sage. [Approved by the Governor, March 21, 1866.] 

Aif Act in addition to an Act to incorporate the President, Directors and Qhn/n ^5 
Company of the Mayerick Bank in East Boston. /^* 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
lives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. That so much of the first section of said act, as partial repeal. 
restricts the place of business of said bank to any particular 
part of Boston, be and the same is, hereby repealed. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take efiect from and after its 
passage. [Approved by the Governor, March 26, 1856.] 
6 
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Chup, 66. Air Act in addition to an Act to incorporate the Dorchester ATenue Railroad 

Company. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. The Dorchester Avenue Railroad Company is 
hereby empowered to construct, maintain and use a railway 
or railways, with convenient single or double tracks, to be 
operated by horse-power only, upon and over such streets 
and ways within the limits of that part of the city of Boston, 
which was set off from the town of Dorchester, by the four 
hundred and sixty-eighth chapter of the acts of the year 
one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five, as the mayor and 
aldermen of said city of Boston may, by their votes, from 
time to time, permit or determine ; and also upon and over 
such streets and ways within the limits of the town of Dor- 
chester, upon and over which the said company has not 
heretofore been authorized to construct said railway, as the 
selectmen of said town shall, by their votes, from time to 
time, permit or determine. 
Tracks, how to Sect. 2. All tracks of said railroad shall be laid at such 
^ ****** distances from the side-walks, in said city of Boston and 

town of Dorchester, and shall be constructed and main- 
tained in such form and manner, and upon such grades, 
and with such gauge, as the mayor and aldermen of said 
city, and the selectmen of said town, respectively, shiil 
determine to be for the public safety and convenience ; and 
before the location or construction of any track in any 
street or highway, the mayor and aldermen of said city, and 
Notice to abat- selectmen of said town, respectively, shall give notice to the 
**"* abutters thereon, in the manner provided in the four hun- 

dred and thirty-fifth chapter of the acts of the year one thou- 
sand eight hundred and fifty-four, 
powwi MB- Sect. 3. The mayor and aldermen of said city of Bos- 

^""'^ ^' ton, and the selectmen of said town of Dorchester, shall 
respectively, have and possess, in respect to the railway or 
railways constructed and maintained under this act, and 
the regulation of the rate of speed and mode of use of said 
track.**, and the discontinuance of the same, or any part 
thereof, all the powers conferred on them by the four hun- 
dred and thirty-fifth chapter of the acts of the year one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-four, and all the powers 
and rights and privileges by this act conferred on said Dor- 
chester Avenue Railroad Company, shall be subject to all 
the duties, liabilities, conditions, restrictions and provisions 
contained in the four hundred and thirty-fifth chapter of the 
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acts of the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-four, 
and in the two hundred and first chapter of the acts of the 
year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five. [Approved 
by the Governor, March 26, 1856.] 

An Act to eBtabliah the office of Assistant- Attorney for the County of Suffolk. Chap, 67. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. There shall be appointed by the Governor, with Governor to ap- 
the advice and consent of the council, an assistant-attorney Stomcy t^ 
of the Commonwealth for the county of SuflFolk, whose duty foS"!^^ ""' ^'^' 
it shall be to assist, under his direction, the attorney of the 
Commonwealth for said county, in the performance of his 
official duties. 

Sect. 2. The said assistant-attorney shall receive for his saUry. 
services, an annual salary of eighteen hundred dollars, to be 
paid in equal quarterly pajnnents, from the treasury of the 
Commonwealth. [Approved by the Governor, March 27, 
1856.] 

An Act in relation to Lands Mortgaged to the Commonwealth. ChdD. 68. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. Whenever the title to any real estate»becomes Treamuwmv 
vested in the Commonwealth, by reason of the foreclosure ^wUSj^?. 
of any mortgage, the treasurer and receiver-general may, 
with the approval of the governor and council, convey the 
same, upon the payment of the amount of the mortgage 
debt, for the security of which the same was originally 
given, with the interest and expenses that have accrued 
thereon. 

Sect. 2. Li all cases where the treasurer and receiver- M*y tmMfer, 
general of the Commonwealth, for the time being, shall hold *%'fchSf ^* 
as the property of the Commonwealth, any note, bond, jJJJJj^j^S^ £ 
mortgage or other security made to any predecessor in the offlw, *c. 
office of the treasurer and receiver-general, he shall have 
the same power to transfer, assign and discharge the same, 
as he would have if said note, bond or other security, had 
been made directly to the Commonwealth. 

Sect. 3. This act shall take eflFect from and after its 
passage. [Approved by the Chvemor, March 27, 1856.] 
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Chap, 69. -^ Act to inoorporate the Webster Institute, in the City of Cambridge. 

Be it enacted by the Senate a/nd House of Representor- 
tivesy in General Ckmrt assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same^ as follows : 

Sect. 1. James C. Fisk, Charles A. Fiske and A. S. Kellj, 
their associates and successors, are hereby made a corporation, 
by the name of the Webster Institute, to be established in the 
city of Cambridge, for the purpose of establishing and main- 
taining a library and reading-room, advancing the useful 
arts and sciences, and promoting public instruction by lec- 
tures, or otherwise ; with all the powers and privileges, and 
subject to all the duties, liabilities and restrictions, set forth 
in the forty-fourth chapter of the Revised Statutes. 
BMiaadpenonai Sect. 2. Said Corporation may hold real and personal 
•w^ **■ estate not exceeding in amount or value, the sum of fifty 
thousand dollars. 

Sect. 3. This act shall take eflFect from and after its 
passage. [^Approved by the Governor^ March 28, 1856.] 



Corporators. 

Name. 
Pupo0e. 



PriTilegof, re- 
•triottoiif, &e. 



Chap. 70. 



Tiansitmry ao- 
UoD0« in what 
eoontlefl shall 
bo brought. 



Inooiuiitent act 
repealed. 



Not to apply to 
pending actions. 



An Act relating to the Venue of Certain Actions. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives^ in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the samCy as follows : 

Sect. 1. All transitory actions shall, except in cases in 
which it is otherwise provided, when the plaintiff lives out 
of the State, be brought in the county in which the defend- 
ant lives, or in which he principally transacts his business, 
or follows his trade or callmg, if he resides in this (Com- 
monwealth ; and when there are two or more defendants, the 
action may, so far as it depends on the place of residence, 
be brought in the county in which either of the defendants 
lives, or in which he principally transacts his business, or 
follows his trade or calling ; and when any such action is 
brought in any otlier county, the writ shall be abated, and 
the defendant shall be allowed double costs. 

Sect. 2. So much of the fourteenth section of chapter 
ninety of the Revised Statutes, as is inconsistent with the 
provisions of this act, is hereby repealed. 

Sect. 3. This act shall not apply to any action pending 
at the time of its passage. \_Approved by the Governor^ 
March 28, 1856.] 
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An Act in tuiba addition to an Act in relation to Lsw library Aasodations. Chop, 71. 

Be U enacted by the Sencate and House of Representor 
tiveSj in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same^ asfollotos: 

Sect. 1. The county commissioners of the several coun- ^ppjjpJ^*25J 
ties are hereby authorized to pay and disburse, from the ubnurtet. 
treasuries of their respective counties, to the treasurers of 
the law library associations now existing, or that may here- 
after be duly organized therein, such a sum or sums as they 
may deem neeessary and proper, for maintaining and en- 
larging the public law libraries for the use of the courts and 
citizens of the several counties ; such sum not to exceed the 
amount paid into the treasury of any county by the clerks 
of the courts. 

Sect. 2. The treasurer of any such law library associa- ^^^ ^ «*'• 
tion, before receiving said moneys, shall give a bond, with 
sureties, to the satisfaction of the commissioners, for the 
faithful application of the same, and that he will make a 
return annually to them, imder oath, of the manner in 
which all such applications are made. \^Approved by the 
Governor^ March 28, 1866.] 

Am Act to authorise FraDda Small to extend his Wh&rfl Chap. 72. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives y in General Court assembled^ and, by the authority of 
the same J as follows : 

Francis Small, proprietor of a wharf in Provincetown, isMgnBxt«nd 
hereby authorized to extend and maintain the same into"^ 
Provincetown harbor, to a distance at which there shall be 
six feet of water at low tide : provided, however, that the ProTiao. 
said wharf shall not extend into the harbor or channel so as 
to obstruct the navigation of said harbor ; and he shall have Rights, fcc. 
the right to lay vessels at the end and sides of said wharf, 
and to receive wharfage and dockage therefor: provided, 
also, that this act shall in nowise impair the legal rights of 
any person ; and provided, further, that said wharf shall be 
built on piles below low-water mark. [^Approved by the 
Governor, March 28, 1866.] 
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Chap. 73. An Act to authorise Shair Norni to Imild a Whail 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tives^ in General Court assembled^ ami by the authority of 
the same J as follows : 

wh«rf In sdgar> Shaw Norris is hereby authorized to build and maintain a 

^'^^ wharf from his land adjoining the east side of Holmes' Hole 

Harbor, near the termination of the county road leading 
from Edgartown to said harbor, extending the same one 
hundred feet from low-water mark, or to eight feet of water 

proTiBo. at low tide : provided^ however y that the said wharf shall 

not extend into the harbor or channel so as to obstruct the 

Rights, &c. navigation of said harbor ; and he shall have the right to 
lay vessels at the end and sides of said wharf, and to receive 
wharfage and dockage therefor : provided^ that this act shall 
not affect the legal rights of any person ; and provided^ also^ 
that said wharf shall be built on piles below low-water maris. 
{^Approved by the Grovemor, March 28, 1856.] 

Chap* 74. ^^ -^^ ^ addition to an Act entitled, an Act aotboriEiDg Jaakcs S. Chaee 
•* * ' to plant Oysters in Taunton Qreat Biver. 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representor 
lives y in General Court a^sembled^ and by the authority of 
the same y as follows: 

Time ineieMed. Sect. 1. The penalty imposed in the second section of the 
act of February twenty-eighth, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and forty-six, to which this is in addition, shall be 
so amended as to increase the fine imposed in said act, to 
Additional poo- tho sum of tweuty dollars : and in addition to said fine, 
*'**°"°*' any person convicted of violating said right shall be impris- 

oned in the county jail for a term not to exceed thirty days. 
Sect. 2. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. {^Approved by the Governor, March 28, 1856.] 

Chap. 75. "^ -^^ authorizing the United States Chemical Manufacturing Company 
-^' ' to change their Name and Location. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tivesy in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Change of name Sect. 1. Chapter four huudrcd and eleven of the acts 
and resolves passed in the year eighteen hundred and fifty- 
three, entitled, " An Act to incorporate the United States 
Chemical Manufacturing Company," is hereby so far amend- 
ed as to authorize the said corporation to take the name of 
" The Coup Oil Company," in place and stead of that by 
which they were incorporated, and also to change the loca- 



and location. 
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tion of ibeir manu&ctnring business, or the principal por- 
tion thereof, to fiUngham in the countj of Plymouth. 

Sbct. 2. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. [Approved by the Governor^ March 28, 1866.] 

As Act to authorise John N. Swasey to extend his Wharf in Lynn. CkaV, 76. 

Be it enctcted by the Senate and Hotise of Representor 
tiveSy in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same J as follows: 

John N. Swazey, proprietor of a wharf and flats situated J^***°* 
in that part of tlie city of Lynn called West Lynn, is hereby 
authorized to extend and maintain said wharf the distance 
of five hundred feet on the adjoining flats, in a course south, 
eight degrees east from the head, or outer end of said wharf: rrortao. 
provided, that this act shall in no way affect the legal rights 
of any persons or corporation whatever. [Approved by the 
Governor, March 28, 1856.] 

Aiff Act in addition to an Act to incorponte the Trustees of the Punchard Chap, 77. 
Free School, in the Town of Andorer. ■* * 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. The town of Andover is hereby exempted from Exempto* from 
the requirements contained ui the fifth section of the twenty- State. 
third cliapter of the Revised Statutes, applicable to towns 
containing four thousand inhabitants: provided, that thisproriw. 
act shall not be construed to impair the right of the inhab- 
itants of said town, at any legal meeting called for the pur- 
pose, to establish and maintain such a school as is required 
in said fifth section, of towns containing four thousand 
inhabitants. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take effect on and after the^ntot»k« 
opening of said Punchard Free School. [Approved by the 
Governor, March 29, 1856.] 

An Aot aathoriziag the County CkMnmiasioners of the County of Norfolk to Qhnf) 78 
construct a Bridge across the Boston and New York Central Kailroad, in //• • • 

Dorchester. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. The county commissioners for the county of MftTcoMtraot 
Norfolk are hereby authorized to construct a bridge, with oh«Sr.° 
suitable approaches, in such manner as they shall judge 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



40 



1856.— Chaptee 78. 



expedient, oyer the Boston and New York Central Railroad, 
in Dorchester, at the place where said railroad is crossed hy 
the highway located by said commissioners, and known as 
the Forest Hill Avenue, for the purpose of completing said 
highway and rendering the same safe and convenient to tlie- 
^«»dcoinpa- public travel ; and the said Boston and New York Central 
ny to ume, j^jjp^j^^ Company shall repay and reimburse to said county 
of Norfolk all such sums of money, expenses and charges, 
as shall be expended and incurred by said county in the 
construction of said bridge and its approaches, as aforesaid, 
with interest on said sums. 
^S^wS^ Sect. 2. In case said railroad company shall neglect or 
to pay, &c. refuse to repay and reimburse said sums of money, expenses 
and charges, with interest as aforesaid, to said county, with- 
in ninety days after demand thereof, made by said commis- 
sioners of said railroad company, the supreme judicial court, 
or any justice thereof, either in term time or vacation, shall 
have power, by injunction or other suitable process, accord- 
ing to the practice of courts of equity, to compel the repay- 
ment of said sums of money, expenses and charges, with 
interest as aforesaid, to said county, and shall restrain and 
prohibit said railroad company from crossing said highway, 
either at grade or above or below grade, and from crossing 
under said bridge, until payment is made, by said company 
to said county, for all the sums of money expended as afore- 
said, expenses, charges and interest as aforesaid, and the 
provisions of this act are complied with on the part of said 
company. 

Sect. 3. The said commissioners shall not be authorized 
by virtue of the provisions of this act to construct said 
bridge, imtil said railroad company, by a vote of the major- 
ity of the directors of said company, shall have assented to 
this act, and given the bond of said company, by its treas- 
urer, to said county, conditioned to repay and reimburse to 
"said county, on demand, the sums of money, disbursements, 
expenses and charges, so to be expended and incurred as 
aforesaid, with interest as aforesaid. 

Sect. 4. The remedy prescribed in this act in default of 
payment, shall not exclude any other remedy now existing 
against said company for preceding defaults, or affect in 
any wise the enforcement of the duties and obligations de- 
volved, or which may devolve upon said company in any 
other mode allowed by law ; and nothing in this act con- 
tained shall alter or affect the liability for defects in said 
structures, or the obligations to maintain and repair said 
bridge and its approaches ; but said liability and obligations 
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shall continue as they would have existed had said bridge 
and its approaches been constructed by said railroad com- 
pany. 

Sect. 5. This act shall take effect ft-om and after its 
passage. ^Approved by the Governor^ March 29, 1856.] 

An Act to incorporate the Hayerhill MecbanicB* Institute. Chap, 79. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tivesy in General Court assembled^ and by the atUhority of 
the samCy as follows : 

Sect. 1. James A. Bartlett, Daniel Fitts, Albert H. West, oorpo»ton. 
'Samuel P. Prescott and Hiram A. Bagley, their associates 
and successors, are hereby made a corporation by the name nmm. 
of " The Haverhill Mechanics' Institute," to be established 
in the town of Haverhill, in the county of Essex, for the 
maintenance of a library and for scientific and literary pur- 
poses ; with all the powers and privileges, and subject to all PriTiiegw, «- 
the duties, restrictions and liabilities, set forth in the forty- ■*^^**'^' *" 
fourth chapter of the Revised Statutes. 

Sect. 2. Said corporation may hold real and personal Reaiandpewonai 
estate to an amount not exceeding fifty thousand dollars, *"***' wooo. 
the income of which shall be devoted to the aforesaid pur- income, how 

^ deroted. 



Sect. 3. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. [Approved by the Governor y March 29, 1856.] 

— ^ 

An Act to incorporate the Pacific Mutual Insurance Company. Chat), 80. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Hou^e of Representor 
lives J in General Court assembledy a/nd by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. Edward M. Robinson, Gideon Allen, Benjamin corporators. 
T. Ricketson, their associates and successors, are hereby 
made a corporation by the name of the Pacific Mutual In- Name. 
surance Company, to be established in the city of New Bed- 
ford, for the purpose of making insurance against maritime rorpoM. 
losses; and for that purpose shall have all the powers and JJ^J^^'^' 
privileges, and be subject to all the duties, restrictions and 
liabilities, set forth in the thirty-seventh and forty-fourth 
chapters of the Revised Statutes, the two hundred and 
eighty-first chapter of the acts of the year eighteen hundred 
and fifty-one, the four hundred and fifty-third chapter of 
the acts of the year eighteen hundred and fifty-four, and 
all acts now existing or that may hereafter be enacted re- 
lating to mutual insurance companies. 

6 
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Chap. 



Police conrt 
abolished. 



Pending suite, 
how detennioed. 



Sect. 2. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. [Approved by the Governor ^ March 31, 1856.] 

31. Am. Act to abolUh the Police Court, in the Town of Blackstone. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tivesy in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same J as follows : 

Sect. 1. Chapter seventy-two of the laws of eighteen 
himdied and fifty-four, entitled, "An Act to establish a 
Police Court in the town of Blackstone,*' and chapter three 
hundred and forty-five of the laws of eighteen hundred and 
fifty-four, entitled, " An Act in addition to an Act to estab- 
lish a Police Court in the town of Blackstone," are hereby 
repealed. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage ; but all suits, actions and prosecutions, which shall 
be pending before said court when this act shall take effect, 
shall be heard and determined as though this act had not 
been passed. {^Approved by the Governor^ April 1, 1856.] 

Chap, 82* -^^ ^^ authorizing the County CommiMionen of the County of Middlesex 
to ky out a Highway and construct a Bridge over Maiden River. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tivfs^ in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the samCy as Jollows : 

wJSd^Jin.***** Sect. 1. The county commissioners for the county of 
stroct^bridS; Middlesex, are hereby authorized and empowered, if in their 
judgment the public necessity and convenience require it, 
to lay out a highway and construct a bridge and draw across 
Maiden River, in the town of Maiden, in said county, at 
some place to be determined by them, between Mystic River 
and the Edgeworth Bridge, across the Maiden River. 

Sect. 2. Said commissioners, in laying out and con- 
structing said road and bridge, shall, in all respects, proceed 
as is now provided by law for laying out and constructing 
highways. 

Sect. 3. This act shall be void unless an application 
shall be made to the county commissioners to lay out said 
highway and bridge within one year from its passage. [Ap-^ 
proved by the Governor ^ April 1, 1856.] 
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Ak Act Tdating to Fi^h Ways at the several Dams on Barker's River, so CJuip. 83. 
called, in the Town of Pembroke. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Hovse of Representor 
tiveSj in General Court assembled^ and by the avihority of 
the same^ as follows: 

Sect. 1. The owners or occupants of the several i^i''-S^^c2ng5^t 
dams, erected across Barker's River, may construct, in the flah wajS^ &c. ^ 
manner prescribed by the fish committee of the town of 
Pembroke, for the time being, good and sufficient passage- 
ways for the fish called alewives to pass said dams, up said 
river, to the Indian Ponds, so called, in the towns of Pem- 
broke and Hanson ; and the owners or occupants of said 
dams shall cause the same to be built and kept in repair, at 
their own expense, and the same shall be kept open from 
the tenth day of April to the fifteenth day of May, inclusive, 
in each year. 

Sect. 2. In case the owners or occupants of said damsPenniuferneg- 
shall neglect or refuse to comply with tilie foregoing requisi-^*^***"*'^*^* 
tion, then said owners or occupants shall take up the waste- 
ways of said mills, agreeable to an act entitled, *' An Act to 
equalize and protect the Fishery on the North River, so 
called, in the county of Plymouth," passed the nineteenth 
of May, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-three. 

Sect. 8. The fish committee, of the town of Pembroke, f^^^^*^ 
for the time being, shall have full power to regulate and^**™°" 
control the flow of water in Barker's River and Indian 
Ponds, so long ^ they may deem it necessary for the pres- 
ervation of said alewive fish in their passage to and from 
said Indian Ponds. 

Sect. 4. All acts and parts of acts, inconsistent with incoMUtent act« 
this, are hereby repealed. wpeaied. 

Sect. 5. This act shall take efiect from and after its 
passage. [^Approved by the Governor ^ April 3, 1856.] 

An Act to authorize the Second Parish, in West Newbury, to dispose of Chap, 84. 
their Burial Qrounds. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa' 
lives J in General Court assembled^ and by the avihority of 
the mmcy as follows : 

Sect. 1. The Second Parish, in West Newbury is hereby MurconrBy bmi- 
authorized to transfer and convey to any associations incor-*^*^'**^**'* 
porated according to law, and formed for the purpose of 
improving or enlarging any of the cemeteries situated in 
said parish, the burial groimds belonging to said parish ; 
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provided J the majority of the aforesaid parish, at a regular 
meeting, duly called for that purpose, shall consent thereto. 
Sect. 2. Tliis act shall take effect on and after its 
passage. [Approved by ike Grovemor^ April 3, 1856.] 



Chat) 85 '^^ ^^ ^ addition to « An Aet relating to Leasehold Estates.'* 

Be U enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives^ in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same^ as follows : 

pwttairepMi. Sect. 1. The first proviso to the first section of the two 
hundred and sixty-seventh chapter of the acts of the year 
one thousand eight hundred and forty-seven, providing that 
if the tenant shaU pay or tender to the landlord the rent 
due, with interest thereon, at any time before final judgment 
under the proceedings provided for in the second section of 
said act, the lease shall be, and continue in full force, is 
hereby repealed. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. [Approved by the Governor^ April 8, 1856.] 

Chap, 86. -^ ^^ ^ extend the time for locating and constructing the Amherst and 
■^' Belchertown Railroad. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tivesj in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

TiiMforiooftttnc The timcs allowed to the Amherst and Belchertown 
•xtnded. Railroad Company, for locating and constructing its rail- 

road, are hereby respectively extended one year beyond the 
periods now fixed by law, for the locating and constructing 
thereof. [Approved by the Governor, April 3, 1856.] 



Ch>ap, 87. J^^ -^CT to authorize 2Jeno Crowell to build a Wharf. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
lives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

whurf in Dennis. ZcHo Crowcll is hereby authorized to build and maintain 
a wharf from his land near the light-house, in that part of 
Dennis known as West Dennis, extending the same to two 
feet of water at low tide ; and he is further authorized to 
build and maintain a section from the end of, and trans- 
versely with, said wharf, seventy-five feet in length, and 
twelve feet in breadth ; and he shall have the right to lay 
vessels and boats at any part of said wharf, and to receive 

ProTiw. wharfage and dockage therefor : provided, that this act shall 

in nowise impair the legal rights of any person or corpora- 
tion. [Approved by the Governor, April 3, 1856.] 
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As Act in addition to an Act to authorize the Newhuryport Railroad Com- Chap. 88. 
pany to construct a Branch Railroad. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives^ in General Court assembledj and by the authority of 
the same^ as follows : 

Sect. 1 . The time within which the Newburyport Railroad ^^S^^^SJ^ 
Company is required to file the location of the branch railroad, 
the construction whereof is authorized by the sixty-second 
chapter of the acts of the year one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty^ve, is hereby extended to the first day of October next. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. ^Approved by the Governor^ April 3, 1856.] 

An Act in addition to " An Act to authorize W. C. Barstow, B. C. Ward, Chap, 89. 
E. 8. Rand and C. C. Gilbert, to extend their Wharf." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives j in General Court assembled j and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. The provisions of the forty-first chapter of the Act amended. 
acts of the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-six, 
passed March the tenth, are so far amended as that said 
wharf and flats shall be bounded on land arid flats of E. S. 
Rand on the easterly side thereof, instead of lands and flats 
of B. C. Ward, as therein mentioned. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take eflFect from and after its 
passage. [^Approved by the Grovemor, April 3, 1856.] 



An Act in addition to certain Acts authorizing Benjamin W. Miller to plant r*h^^ on 
Oysters in Taunton Great River. 0/W«p. X9\}. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. The penalty imposed in the second section of Act of i846 
the act entitled, " An Act authorizing Benjamin W. Miller "°^^'^^- 
to plant oysters in Taunton Great River," passed February 
twenty-eighth, in the year one thousand eight hundred and 
forty-six, to which this is in addition, shall be so amended Additional fine, 
as to increase the fine imposed in said act, to the sum of 
twenty dollars ; and in addition to said fine, any person impriaonment. 
convicted of violating said right, shall be imprisoned in the 
county jail, for a term not to exceed thirty days. 

Sect. 2. The penalty imposed in the second section ofActofi847 
the act entitled, " An Act authorizing Benjamin W. Miller to »°"°<**^- 
plant oysters in Taunton Great River," passed March twelfth, 
in the year one thousand eight hundred and forty-seven, to 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



46 



1856.— Chapters 91, 92. 



ThietndhDpris- whlch thls is in addition, shall be so amended that in add!- 
onment. ^.^^ ^ ^j^^ g^^ imposcd in said act, any person convicted of 

violating said right, shall be imprisoned in the county jail 
for a term not to exceed thirty days. 

Sect. 3. Tliis act shall take effect from and* after its 
[Approved by the Grovernor^ Aprii 3, 1856.] 



Chap. 91 • ^^ ^^ ^ change the Corporate Name of th^ Foarth Congregatioiial Pre- 
*' * cijict, in Rochester, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represenia- 
tivesj in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same^ as follows : 



Corporate 
ehftogMl. 



Sect. 1. The corporate name of the Fourth Congrega- 
tional Precinct in Rochester, is hereby changed ; and said 
precinct shall hereafter be called and known by the nanae of 
the Congregational Church and Society in Marion. All the 
funds, lights, privileges and immunities of the aforesaid 
precinct, are hereby confirmed to them under their new 
name. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take effect from and after its 
[Approved by the Governor^ April 3, 1856.] 



Chap. 



92. -^ '^crr to authorize Albert Bowker and Joshua Bates to build and extend 

their Wharyes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tiveSy in General Court assembledj and by the authority of 
the same J as follows : 



Maj bfdid and 
extend wharres. 



Rights, &c. 



ProTiflo. 



ProTided, also. 



Albert Bowker and Joshua Bates, proprietors of wharves 
and flats situate on Eagle and Chelsea Streets, in that* part 
of Boston known as East Boston, and lying between the 
land and flats of the Gleudon Rolling Mill and the Chelsea 
Free Bridge, are hereby authorized to build, extend and 
maintain, wharves from the said flats into the harbor chan- 
nel, as far as the line established by the act entitled, " An Act 
to preserve that part of the Harbor of Boston called Chelsea 
Creek, and to prevent encroachments therein," passed on 
the second day of May, in the year one thousand eight hun- 
dred and forty-nine ; and they shall have the right to lay 
vessels at the ends and sides of said wharves, and to receive 
wharfage and dockage therefor: provided^ however j tliat 
this grant shall not be construed to extend to any flats or 
lands of this Commonwealth, lying in front of the flats of 
any other person, or which would be comprehended by the 
true line of such flats continued to the commissioners' line ; 
and provided, also, that so much of the said wharves as 
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may be constructed below low-water mark shall be built on 
piles, which piles shall not be nearer to each other tlian six 
feet in the direction of the stream, and eiglit feet in a trans- 
verse direction, and tliat this act shall in nowise affect the 
legal rights of any person or corporation. I Approved by 
the Govei^noTy April 3, 1856.] 



Ax Act to incorimrate the Framingham Hotel Company. Chap, 93. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives^ in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same^ as follows : 

Sect. 1. James W. Clark, C. C. Esty, Francis Jaques, corporatow. 
their associates and successors, are hereby made a corpora- 
tion by the name of the Framingham Hotel Company, for Name. 
the purpose of erecting a hotel in the town of Framingham, ^^^'p*^ 
and maintaining the same, and the buildings and appurte- 
nances connected therewith ; with all the powers and P^vi- JJJ^^j^. ~- 
leges, and subject to all tlie duties, liabilities and restrictions, ^ "*' 
set forth in the forty-fourth chapter of the Revised Statutes. 

Sect. 2. The whole amount of real and personal estate ^it*i stock, 
or capital stock, which said corporation may hold, for the '^^ 
purposes aforesaid, shall not exceed fifty thousand dollars : 
provided^ that no shares in the capital stock of said corpora- Prwiao. 
tion shall be issued for a less sum or amount to be actually 
paid in on each, "than the par value of the shares which 
shall be first issued ; and provided^ alsOj that said corpo- Prorided, abo. 
ration shall not carry on the business of hotel-keeping. 

Sect. 3. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. \^Approveji by the Governor y April 3, 185ii.] 

An Act to extend the time for locating and constructing the Rockport ChctV, 94. 

JElailroad. -* ' 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tiveSy in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same J as follows : 

The time allowed to the Rockport Railroad Company for Time for con- 
locating and constructing its railroad, is hereby extended toLSted"* ** 
the firbt day of June, in the year eighteen hundred and 
fifty-seven. lApptoved by the Governor^ April 3, 1856.] 
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R«tam of writs, 
&o., la ciTil ac- 
tions. 



Chup. 95 . -^ ^^ ^ relation to the Boston Clearing House. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tiveSy in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same^ as follows : 

Specie deiK^tod, Sect. 1. The specie belonging to the banks in Boston, 
Ji'u Mtuauy to connected with the Boston Clearing House, and placed by 
*^***^ them in a depository bank as special deposit, shall be taken 

and considered, in the returns required by law to be made 

to the Secretary of the Commonwealth, as specie actually 

in the bank depositing the same. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take efifect from and after its 

passage. [^Approved by the Governor^ April 6, 1856. 

Chap, 96. '^ ^^ relating to the return of Writs in Civil Actions before Justices of the 
•* * ' Peace and Police Courts. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tiveSy in General Court as semi led ^ and by the authority of 
the samCy (W JoUows : 

In civil actions before justices of the peace and police 
' courts, the writ, or other process, shall not be returnable 
earlier than nine o'clock in the forenoon, nor later than five 
o'clock in the afternoon, of the day on which said writ or 
other process is returnable. [^Approved by the Governor^ 
April 5, 1856.] 

Chap, 97. '^ -^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^ ^ P*^^ ^^ ^^® Town of Stoneham and annex the same to 
"' * the Town of South Reading, 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives ^ in General Court assembled^ and ,by the authority of 
the samCy as folloias : 

Sect. 1. All that part of the town of Stoneham, in the 
county of Middlesex, with tlie inhabitants thereon, lying 
north-easterly of the following described line, is hereby set 
oflF from tlie town of Stoneham and annexed to the town of 
South Reading, to wit : Beginning at the boundary between 
said towns of Stoneham and South Reading, at a stone mon- 
ument in the Taylor Pasture, so called, and running south, • 
twenty-one degrees east, one hundred and forty and five- 
tenths rods, to the wall on the northerly side of the road , 
called in South Reading, Albion Street, near its junction 
witli Broadway, so called ; thence south, thirty-seven degrees 
east, one hundred and fifty-seven and five-tenths rods, more 
or less, to the boundary line between said towns of Stone- 
ham and South Reading, at the south-west corner of Crystal 
Lake, containing about one hundred and ninety acres : pro- 
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videdy however J that for the purpose of electmg the repre-Towmain apart 
sentative to the general court, to which said town of Stone- eiection^onSpw- 
ham shall be entitled until the next apportionment of JS*^J^.***«"°" 
representatives, according to the provisions of the thirteenth 
article of amendment of the constitution, the said territory 
shall continue to be and remain a part of said town of Stone- 
ham ; and the selectmen of the said town of South Residing ^j^t^^Jj^- 
shall furnish to the selectmen of the town of Stoneham, 
fourteen days at least before the Tuesday next after tlie 
first Monday in November, annually, a true list of all per- 
sons resident on said territory, who may be entitled to vote 
in the choice of representative, as aforesaid, in said town of 
Stoneham. 

Sect. 2. The inhabitants and estates hereby set off shall ^'^''^^^j^ 
be holden to pay all arrears of taxes which may have been m spedued. 
legally assessed on them, by the town of Stoneham, before 
the passage of this act ; and tlieir proportion of all state 
and county taxes which the town of . Stoneham may be 
required to pay previous to the taking of the next State 
valuation, the town of South Reading shall be holden to 
pay ; said proportion to be ascertained and determined by 
the valuation of the town of Stoneham next preceding, the 
passage of this act. And the town of South Reading is hereby 
required to pay, within a reasonable time after the assess- 
ment of such taxes, on demand, to the town of Stoneham, 
such proportion, ascertained and determined as aforesaid, 
of the state and county taxes required to be raised by the 
town of Stoneham. 

Sect. 3. The town of Sputh Reading shall be liable for support of pau- 
the support of all persons who may, after the passage of this 
act, stand hi need of relief as paupers, whose settlement 
was gained by, or derived from, a residence within the limits 
of the territory set off as aforesaid. 

Sect. 4. In case the surplus revenue of the United sarpiu* revenue. 
States, heretofore received by said town of Stoneham, should 
ever be refunded, the town of South Reading shall pay such 
proportion of the same as the valuation of the polls and 
estates of said territory bears to the whole valuation of said 
town of Stoneham. 

Sect. 5. This act shall take effect on and after its pas- 
sage. \_Approved by the Governor^ April 5, 1856.] 
7 
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Chap, 98. As Act to ineorpotate tbe BcafeoB aad Efwirbaf Stambott Compflaij. 

Be a enacted by the Senate and Bouse of Representa- 
tives^ in General Court assembled j and by the authority of 
the same J as follows : 

Sect. 1. William B. Haseltine, Nathaniel Eimball, E. 
J. Taylor and Charles M. Carter, their associates and suc- 
cessors, are hereby made a corporation by the name of the 
Boston and Kennebec Steamboat Company, for the term of 
fifteen years, for the purpose of owning and running a 
steamboat or steamboats for the conyenience of the public 
travel and the transportation of merchandise between the 
city of Boston and the city of Hallowell on the Kennebec 
river ; with all the powers and privileges, and subject to all 
the duties, liabilities and restrictions, set forth in the forty- 
fourth chapter of the Revised Statutes, and all other laws 
that have been or may hereafter be enacted relating to 
steamboat companies. 

Sect. 2. The capital stock of said corporation shall not 
exceed the sum of one hundred and fifty thousand dollars : 
provided^ that no shares in said capital stock shall be issued 
foe a less sum or amount, to be paid in on each, than the 
par value of the sliares first issued. 

Sect. 3. This act shall not be so construed as to a£fect 
the legal rights of any person or corporation whatsoever. 
\_Appraved by the Governor^ April 7, I806.J 
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Chap. 99. 
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An Act oonoeming Husband and Wife. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives^ in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same J as follows : 

Sect. 1. The wife of any person under guardianship for 
idiocy or insanity, may apply to the judge of the probate court 
for the county in which said guardian may reside, for an 
allowance for her support out of the estate of her husband, 
to be paid to her by said gaurdian during the continuance 
of such guardiansliip ; and the amount of said allowance, if 
made, shall be determined by commissioners, appointed by 
the said judge of probate, whenever she shall petition for 
the same. 

Sect. 2. The four hundred and fifty-eighth chapter of 
the acts of the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty- 
five, entitled ali act providing for the maintenance of wives 
wliose husbands are under guardianship for idiocy or insan- 
ity, is hereby repealed. 

Sect. 3. This act shall take effect from and after its 
lApproved by the Governor j April 7, 1856.] 
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Aw Act to cede to the United States Jurisdiction over certain Lands and ChuD. 100 
Shoals in the City and Harbor of New Bedford, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate^ and Hovse of Representa- 
tives y in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the samCy as follows : 

Sect. 1. Jxirisdiction is hereby ceded to the United J^j^ction 
States over Egg Island Shoal, in the harbor of New Bedford, ^ 
to include all of said shoal above or within low-water mark,^*^"^^*'^ 
and so much thereof without low- water mark, as sliall be 
bounded by lines drawn four hundred yards distant from, 
and parallel to, the faces of any fort to be built thereon. 
Jurisdiction is also ceded to the United States over any 
tract or tracts of land on Clark's Point, in the city of New 
Bedford, that may be acquired by the United States for 
the purpose of building and maintaining tliereon, forts, 
magazines, arsenals, dock-yards, wharves and other struc- 
tures with their appendages ; and over all the contiguous 
sboi'es, flats and waters, within four hundred yards from 
low-water mark ; and all right, title and claim which this 
Commonwealth may have to, or in the pemises aforesaid, is 
hereby granted to the United States: provided, that tliis Pronao. 
Commonwealth shall retain a concurrent jurisdiction with 
the United States in and over all the premises aforesaid, so 
far as that all civil processes, and such criminal processes, 
as may issue, under the authority of this Commonwealth, 
against any person or persons charged with crimes committed 
without the premises aforesaid, may be executed therein in 
the same way and manner as if jurisdiction had not been 
ceded as aforesaid. 

Sect. 2. The premises over which jurisdiction is granted ^S.^J*®***'^ 
by this act, and all structures and other property tliereon, 
shall be exonerated and discharged from all taxes and 
assessments, which may be laid or imposed under the author- 
ity of this Conunonwealth, while said premises shall remain 
the property of the United States, and shall be used for the 
purppses intended by this act. 

Sect. 3. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. {^Approved by the Governor^ April 8, 1856.] 

Aw Act concerning Vacancies in School Committees. Chap, 101 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives^ in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same J as follows : 

Sect. 1. Whenever vacancies occur in the school com- vjcaDc^ hi^- 
mittee of any town or city in this Commonwealth, or when '*"' '''' 
from any cause any member or members of said committee 
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are unable to act, the remaining member or members, to- 
gether with the selectmen of said town, or the mayor and 
aldermen of said city, assembled in convention, shall, by 
joint ballot fill vacancies in said committee ; and the school 
returns, signed by a majority of the committee thus consti- 
tuted, shall be equally valid as if signed by a majority of tlie 
committee originally chosen. 

Sect. 2. Tlie convention provided for in section first 
shall be called by the remaining member or members of the 
said committee. 

Sect. 3.^ The act entitled, " An Act concerning vacan- 
cies in School Committees," approved May twenty-fourth, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-one, and all other acts or parts of 
acts, inconsistent with this act, are hereby repealed. 

Sect. 4. This act shall take effect from and after its 
\^Approved by the Governor^ April 8, 1856.] 
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Chap, ] Q2 An Act in addition to " An Act Suppressing Horse-Racing/' approyed on the 
^' eighth day of April, in the year eighteen hundred imd forty-six. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives^ in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the samey as folloivs : 

Sect. 1. No land shall, within any town or city of this 
Commonwealth, be laid out or used as a race ground or 
trotting park, for admission to which, of persons or property, 
any money or other valuable consideration shall be directly 
or indirectly taken or required, without the previous consent 
of, and location by the selectmen of such town, or the mayor 
and aldermen of such city, who shall also, at any and all 
times, have the right to regulate and alter the terms and 
conditions under which the same shall be laid out, used, or 
continued in use, and to discontinue the same when, in their 
judgment, the public good so requires ; and no land within 
this Commonwealth shall be used for any of the purposes 
mentioned in the act to which this is in addition. 

Sect. 2. Every race ground or trotting park which shall 
be established, laid out, used or continued in use, contrary 
to the provisions of this act, or the act to which this is in 
addition, is hereby declared a common nuisance, and shall 
be abated as such. 

Sect. 3. All persons owning, keeping, using, or permit- 
ting to be used, any race ground or trotting park, contrary 
to the provisions of this act, or of the act to which this is 
in addition, or aiding or abetting therein, shall be guilty of 
misdemeanor ; and upon conviction thereof, shall be punished 
in the manner provided in the act to which this is in addi- 
tion. 
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Sect. 4. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. [^Approved by the Governor^ April 8, 1856.] 

kx Act to incorporate the Jamaica Plaiii Athcnseum. Chup. 103 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives^ in General Covrt assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same J as follows : 

Sect. 1. Stephen M. Weld, William P. Jarvis, Joseph oorporatore. 
W. Balch, Melancthon Smith, their associates and succes- 
sors, are hereby made a corporation by the name of the Name. 
Jamaica Plain Athenaeum, for the purpose of establishing Purpoie. 
and maintaining, in the town of West Roxbury, in the 
county of Norfolk, a lyceum, public library, reading-room, 
and hall for lectures on scientific and literary subjects, and 
for promoting such other kindred objects as the members of 
said corporation shall, from time to time, deem advisable 
and proper; with all the powers and privileges, and subject ^^^^i ^ 
to all the duties, liabilities and restrictions, set forth in the 
forty-fourth chapter of the Revised Statutes. 

Sect. 2. The said corporation may hold for the purposes R^i^tat*, 
aforesaid, real estate to the amount of twenty-five thousand penwnai"- 
doUars, and personal estate to the amount of fifteen tliou- ^'*'' '^^'^' 
sand dollars, and the whole capital stock of said corporation capital not to ex- 
shall not exceed the sum of forty thousand dollars. *^^ S4o,ooo. 

Sect. 3. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. [^Approved by the Governor^ April 8, 1856.] 

An Act concerning the Middlesex Railroad Company. Chat). 104 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives^ in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the samCy as follows : 

The time, within which ten per cent, of tlie capital stock Time for payment 
of the Middlesex Railroad Company, is required to be paid ®*'«°<*®**- 
ill, by chapter four hundred and thirty-four of the acts of 
eighteen hundred and fifty-four, is hereby extended one year 
from the time now fixed by law. [Approved by the Gov- 
ernor, April 8, 1856.] 

Aw Act concerning the Norfolk and Bristol Turnpike Corporation. Chap, 105 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
lives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. So much of the act passed on the tenth day of Partial rop«u. 
February, in the year eighteen hundred and three, as 
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authorizes and empowers the Norfolk and Bristol Turnpike 
Corporation to construct a highway within the present limits 
of the city of Roxbury, is hereby repealed. And said cor- 
poration are no longer authorized to receive any tolls on the 
road which they made imder and by virtue of said act, with- 
in the city of Roxbury, or to claim any right or interest 
whatever in the soil and freehold of the land over which 
said road passes, within the city of Roxbury, and they arc 
relieved from tlieir obligations to keep the same in repair : 
provided^ that this act is not to interfere Avith the right of 
the county commissioners for the county of Norfolk, to lay 
out that part of said road as a common highway, and the 
said coiporation are to claim no damages therefor ; and pro- 
vided^ also, that this act shall not be interpreted to interfere 
with the present right of said corporation, to collect toll on 
the remaining portion of tlieir road. 

Sect. 2. Wlienever the rest of said turnpike is discon- 
tinued, abandoned, or laid out by the county commissioners, 
and the road contemplated by the plan of William A. Gar- 
bett, over land of Franklin Weld and others, in West Rox- 
bury, and over the Boston and Providence Railroad, in said 
town, near the Forest Hills station, is completed, all the 
present road between the southern and northern termini of 
the new road in said town may be discontinued, and the 
new road, laid out on the plan of said Garbett, may be sub- 
stituted therefor. [^Approved by the Governor, April 14; 
1856.] 



Chup, 106 An Act to incorporate the Gardner Library Association. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. Charles C. Temple, Charles C. Hall, George A. 
Haynes, and Frank S. Hall, their associates and successors, 
arc hereby made a corporation by the name of .the Gardner 
Library Association, of Dorchester Lower Mills, for the pur- 
poses of moral and mental culture, the establishing and 
maintaining a library, the encouragement of the arts 
and sciences, and for charitable uses ; with all the powers 
and privileges, and subject to all the duties, liabilities and 
restrictions, set forth in the forty-foxirth chapter of the Re- 
vised Statutes. 

Sect. 2. The said corporation may hold real estate to an 
amount not exceeding ten thousand dollars, and personal 
estate to an amount not exceeding ten thousand dollars, to 
be appropriated to the purposes aforesaid. 
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Sect. 8. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. [^Approved by the Governor^ April 14, 1866.] 

Am Act in addition to an Act to extend Albany Street, in the City of Boston. Chap. 107 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives^ in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same J as follows : 

Sect. 1. Tlie city of Boston is hereby authorized to Extension of 
extend Albany Street to, and connect the same with, any '^^^ 
bridge that may be constructed in pursuance of " An Act to 
extend Albany Street, in the city of Boston," passed on the 
nineteenth day of March, one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-five, and also to take, fill up and grade, such land 
(whether covered by water or otherwise) as may be neces- 
sary for that purpose : provided^ that such extension of said Proriso. 
street shall not affect any rights of the Commonwealth in 
the land over which said street may be extended, nor the 
rights of any corporation now existing, nor the rights of any 
private individual. 

Sec^ 2. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. [Approved by the Governor^ April 14, 1856.] 

Am Act relating to Lunatics an4 Idiots. ChdV, 108 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tiveSf in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the samCy as follows : 

Sect. 1. When it shall be made to appear, on application ju«tk«i, &c., 
in writing, to any two justices of the peace, one of whom S^OT^rLnS- 
shall be of the quorum, or to any police court, that any per- JJJ*p?J|* ^'•** 
son, being within the jurisdiction of said justices or court, 
and having no known settlement within this Commonwealth, 
is a lunatic or insane, such justices or court are hereby 
authorized to order the confinement of such person in one 
of the State lunatic hospitals, instead of any county recep- 
tacle, or other county institution. 

Sect. 2. The superintendent of either of the State superintendent, 
lunatic hospitals, with the consent of the trustees of said ^^^Zi^t 
hospitals, may, at any time, send any persons committed to ^^^f**** **""' 
said hospitals by any justices or court, by virtue of tliis act, 
or any other act of this Commonwealth, having no known 
settlement in fliis Commonwealth, to either of the State 
almshouses, there to be supported, employed and goterned, 
in the same manner as are persons sent to said almshouses 
by overseers of the poor. 

Sect. 3. When it shall be made to appear, on application. 
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juiiioei, &c., in vriting, to any two justices of the peace, one of whom 
S*ltoto*ia!^ shall be of the quorum, or to any police court, that any 
******** person within the jurisdiction of said justices or court, and 

having no known settlement in this Commonwealth, is idiotic, 
and ought to be confined, said justices or court are hereby 
axithorized and required to send such person to the nearest 
State almshouse, there to be supported, governed and em- 
ployed, in the same manner as are persons sent to said 
almshoxises by overseers of the poor. 
tt??SSL^ttlS°to S^^^T. 4. All persons committed to either of the State 
stotThS^itius. lunatic hospitals, as provided in the first section, shall bo 
supported at the expense of the Commonwealth : provided^ 
if, at any time, it shall be ascertained that any of said per- 
sons have a settlement in any city or town in this Common- 
wealth, or any kindred obligated by law to maintain them, 
the treasurers of said hospitals may recover the expense of 
the support of said persons, in the manner provided in like 
cases in chapter forty-eight of the Revised Statutes. 
Support of per- Sect. 5. If it shall be at any time ascertained, that any 
to^'sSto^^um*. persons committed to either of the State almshouses, as pro- 
boQM. vided in sections two and three, have a settlement in any 

city or town in this Commonwealth, or have any kindred 
obligated by law to maintain them, tlie inspectors of said 
almsliouses may recover from said cities or towns, or from 
said kindred, all expenses that may have accrued for the 
support of the persons committed to said almshouses, as 
aforesaid. 
offlcer«'fc«f,&c. Sect. 6. In any case that may arise under this act, all 
magistrates and other officers, and all witnesses, shall receive 
the same fees and compensation for services performed, and 
for attendance and travel, as are allowed by law for like ser- 
vices in criminal proceedings, to be taxed, allowed and paid 
in the same manner, 
inconeifltont acts Sect. 7. All acts and parts of acts, inconsistent with 
repealed. ^^^j^ ^^^^ ^^^ licrcby repealed. 

Sect. 8. This act shall take eflFect from and after its 
passage. [^Approt^ed by the Governor^ April 14, 1866.] 



ChuV, 109 '^^-^^ ^^ addition to an Act to incorporate the East Boston Free Bridge. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives^ in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same J as follows : 

citywthorifed Sect. 1. The city of Boston is hereby authorized topur- 
briJKT^ chase the bridge which the East Boston Free Bridge Cor- 
poration were axithorized to build, by the act to which this 
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18 in addition, and also any other property of said corpora- 
tion, to hold and maintain the same for the purposes named 
in said act. 

Sbct. 2. The city of Boston is hereby authorized to 
construct such guards or piers, as the safety of said bridge 
may require. •• 

Sect. 3. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. lApproved by the Governor^ April 14, 1856.] 

Ak Act to incorporate the Salisbuiy Biills. Chap, 110 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
HveSj in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the Sonne J asfollotas : 

Sect. 1. William D. Pickmau, Francis B. Crownin- corp«»toM. 
shield, William T. Eustis, their associates and successors, 
are hereby authorized to organize a corporation by the name 
of the Salisbury Mills, for the purpose of manufacturing Puipote. 
woollen and cotton goods in the towns of ^Salisbury ^nd 
Amesbury, in the county of Essex, with the right to hold JlJ^'^'Tow** 
real and personal estate necessary and convenient for the oSS^' * ' '* 
purposes aforesaid, not exceeding in amount one million 
dollars ; and with all the powers and privileges, and subject PHTiiagw, i^ 
to all the duties, restrictions and liabilities, set forth in the •'^**°°*' **'• 
one hxmdred and thirty-third chapter of the acts of the 
year eighteen hundred and fifty-one, and the several acts 
in addition thereto, except so much of said acts as limits 
the capital stock of such corporations to five hundred thou- 
sand dollars. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. {^Approved by the Governor j April 14, 1856.] 

An Act to authorize John Gary to extend his Wharf. Chap, III 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

John Gary, proprietor of a wharf situated in Charles- whufinCharJei- 
town, on the easterly side of Mystic River, and on the ^^' 
southerly side of Maiden Bridge, is hereby authorized to 
extend and maintain his wharf, not exceeding its present 
width, towards the channel of Mystic River as far as tlie 
eighth pile pier of Maiden Bridge, from the abutment 
thereof, being about ninety-six feet from the end of his 
present structure ; and he shall have the right to lay vessels wght-, &c. 
at the end and sides of said wharf, and receive wharfage 
and dockage therefor : provided, however, that this grant ProTho. 
s 
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shall not be construed to extend to any flats or land lying 
in front of the flats of any other person or of any corpora- 
tion, or whicli woxild be comprehended by the true lines of 
ProTid«d, ftir. such flats coutinucd ; 2ind provided^ further^ that the wharf 
"***' hereby authorized to be constructed, shall be built on piles, 

which piles shall not be nearer to each other, than six feet 
in the direction of the stream, and in a fransverse direction 
shall be in a line with the pile piers of Maiden Bridge, and 
that this act shall in no wise impair the legal rights of any 
person or corporation whatever ; and pravidedj alsOy that 
said Gary shall remove so much of the timbers and stones, 
which constitute the landing of the old ferry, formerly 
known as Penny Ferry, as are outside of the line to which 
he is by this act authorized to extend his wharf. ^Approved 
by the Governor, April 15, 1866.] 

Chap. 112 -^ ^^ ^^ further addition to *< An Act to establiBh the City of Cambridge." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tivesj in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows: 

choiMof ames- Sect. 1. The city coiincil is hereby authorized to elect, 
•owMd aadH. ^y jqJj,|; ballot, ill Convention, three persons to be assessors, 
one from each ward, who shall hold their offices for the 
term of three years, and until their successors are chosen 
and qualified ; and such number of assistant-assessoi*s as 
the city council may, from time to time, determine, who shall 
hold their offices for the term of one year. 
bowdttwittSS' ^^^"r- 2. At the first election under this act, which shall 
he. ' be in January, in the year one thousand eight hundred and 

fifty-seven, three assessors shall be chosen, and the term of 
their office shall be determined by lot by the mayor and alder- 
men ; one of the assessors so chosen shall remain in office 
until January, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-eight ; 
the second shall remain in office until January, one thousand 
eight hundred and fifty-nine ; and the third shall remain in 
office until January, one thousand eight hundred and sixty ; 
after which first election, one assessor shall be elected dur- 
ing the month of January in each year, who shall hold his 
office for the term of three years. 
v«c«iciM,how Sect. 3. Whenever a vacancy shall exist in the board 
of assessors or assistant-assessors, by neglect or refusal to 
serve, by death, resignation or any other cause, the city 
council shall, in like manner, fill the same as soon as may 
be after knowledge of the existence of such vacancy. 

Sect. 4. The city council shall also, in the month of 



filled. 
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January, annually, in convention, fill all vacancies that may vaemdes in 
exist in the board of overseers of the poor or school com-i2n^iJi.®J[SJ 
mittee, by reason of a failure to elect by the iuhabitaats at ^^^'^' 
their annual meeting. The candidates for filliug such vacan- 
cies shall be determined in the manner provided in tlie con- 
stitution of the Commonwealth for filling vacancies in the 
State senate. All subsequent vacancies in either of said 
boards of oflScers, arising from a neglect or refusal to serve, 
by death, resignation or any other cause, may be filled by 
the city council, in like manner, from the citizens at large. 

Sect. 5. All acts and parts of acts, inconsistent with inoonMstent icu 
the provisions of this act, are hereby repealed. wp^aied. 

Sect. 6. This act shall be void unless the inhabitants ofj^yfAdvmktm, 
the said city of Cambridge, at a legal meeting called for that 
purpose, shall, by a majority of the voters present, and voting 
thereon by ballot, determine to adopt the same. lApproved 
by the Governor, April 16, 1856.] 

An Act concerning the Observance of Certain Days. Chut), 113 

Be it enacted by the SeruUe and House of Representa- 
iiveSy in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. There shall be no sessions of the general court p«bHc^8in«M 
of Massachusetts, for the transaction of ordinary business, ^S^ d»jr 
and no sessions of the courts of this Commonwealth for the 
trial of causes upon the days herein specified, viz. : — The 
annual Thanksgiving and Fast days, Christmas day, the 
twenty-second day of February, and the twenty-third day of 
February when the twenty-second occurs on Sunday; the 
fourth day of July, and the fifth day of July when the fourth 
day occurs on Sunday : and all the public ofiices shall be 
closed upon the said days. 

Sect. 2. All bills of exchange, drafts and Promissory p^j^^of 
notes or contracts whatsoever, that shall be due and paya- 
ble, jor to be executed upon the aforesaid days, or upon 
Sundays, shall be payable or performable upon the business 
day next preceding said days ; and, in case of non-payment 
or non-fulfilment, may be noted and protested upon such 
preceding day : provided, that it shall not be necessary for ptotIk). 
the holder or holders of such obligations aforesaid, to give 
notice of the dishonor, non-payment or non-fulfilment thereof, 
until the business day next following the days above speci- 
fied ; and all notices so given shall be valid and effectual to 
all intents and purposes. 

Sect. 3. The one hundred and eighty-second chapter of Act8wp«j«d. 
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the statutes of one thousand eight hundred and thirty-eight, 
and the ninety-first chapter of the statutes of one thousaad 
eight hundred and fifty-five, are hereby repealed. lApproved 
by the Governor^ April 15, 1866.] 

Chap, 114 An Act oonoerning the BoBton, Barre and Gardner Bailroad Company. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives^ in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same J as follows : 

TinM tot eon- Sect. 1. The time allowed to the Boston, Barre and 
StoSdSftojiy Gardner Railroad Corporation, for constructing their rail- 
1, 1867. road, is hereby extended to the first day of July, in the 

year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-seven. 
i?°dSiS^^ Sect. 2. The time within which application may be 
tended three made to thc county commissioners, to estimate damages for 
^**"' land or property taken by said railroad corporation as pro- 

vided in the Revised Statutes, is hereby extended for three 
years from and after the passage of this act, notwithstand- 
ing the said corporation may have heretofore filed the loca- 
tion of their railroad. [Approved by the Governor j April 
16, 1856.] 

Chdp. 115 ^^ ^^ ^o incorporate the Fall River Athenaeum. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tivesy in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

corpowtow. Sect. 1. Phineas W. Leland, Foster Hooper, Benjamin 

Earl, their associates and successors, are hereby made a cor- 
poration by the name of the Fall River Atlien»um, to be 
established in the city of Fall River, in the county of Bris- 

PwTott- tol, for the purpose of maintaining a library, advancing the 

useful arts and sciences, and for the preservation of obgects 

S^SS^'^T ^^ ^^^ ^^^ natural history; with all the powers and privi- 
leges, and subject to all the duties, restrictions and liabili- 
ties, sot forth in the forty-fourth chapter of the Revised 
Statutes. 

^ _ Sect. 2. Said corporation may hold real and personal 

how •pproiST* estate to an amount not exceeding thirty thousand dollars, 
to be appropriated exclusively to the purposes set forth in 
section first of this act. [Approved by the Governor, April 
15,1866.] 
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▲x AcTOODcefniiigtheRegktryof DeedsintheTownof Littleton. Chap. 116 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Hovse of Represenia- 
thesy in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. The town of Littleton, in the county of Middle- Deedi, &c., in 
Bex, is hereby set oflF to the northern district in said county, JiS!S£d*to*** 
for the registry of deeds ; and all deeds, conveyances, and ^'^*"- 
other instruments therein, now required by law to be re- 
corded in Cambridge, shall hereafter be recorded in the 
office for the registry of deeds at Lowell, in said district. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take efifect on and after the first when to take 
day of June, in the year one thousand eight hundred and *^* 
fifty-six. [Approved by the Governor, April 15, 1856.] 

Ak Act to ineorporate the Trustees of the Worcester District Methodist Eps- Chan 117 
copal Church Camp-Meeting Association. ^mi//. 

Be U enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same J as follows : 

Sect. 1. Jonathan D. Bridge, of Wilbraham, Daniel E. corpomton. 
Chapin, of Lowell, J. C. Lane, of Leominster, William H. 
Thurston, of Oxford, and George M. Buttrick, of Barrc, 
their associates and successors, are hereby made a corpora- 
tion by the name of the Worcester District Methodist Epis- Name. 
copal Church Camp-Meeting Association; with all ^he^jJ^JJ^.^ 
powers and privileges, and subject to all the duties, * ^°'' 
restrictions, and liabilities set forth in the forty-fourth chap- 
ter of the Revised Statutes of this Commonwealth. 

Sect. 2. Said corporation shall have power to receive, corporation to 
hold and manage all the property, real and personal, belong- S*ol?SbSiI?SSn. 
ing to said association ; and any gift, grant, bequest or do- Gifia, mmtii, 
nation, that may be made to them for the benefit of said ti^uSj^,^kc. 
association, shall be held in trust for the support and main- 
tenance of the camp-meeting, under the direction of said 
association : provided, the amount thereof shall not exceed Proviso, 
five thousand dollars. 

Sect. 3. Tlie number of trustees of the aforesaid associa- Number of tms- 
tion shall, at no time, be less than five, or more than nine, a ***"* 
majority of whom shall constitute a quorum for doing 
business; and all vacancies that may occur by death, or vaamdes, how 
otherwise, shall be filled by the preachers and tent-masters *""**• 
of said camp-meeting, at the annual meeting. 

Sect. 4. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. {^Approved by the Governor, April 15, 1856.] 
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Chav. 118 An Act to proride for the election of a Register of Deeds for the Gountj of 
^ Suffolk. 

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representor 
tivesy in General Court assembled^ and by the OMthority of 
the same^ as follows : 

Kection of regis- Sect. 1. Oil the fourtli Mondav of April, in the year one 
suflbik coonty. thousand eight hundred and fifty-six, there shall be chosen 
by the qxialified voters in the county of SuflFolk, a suitable 
person, being a resident of said county, to be a register of 
deeds therefor, who shall hold his said office until the annual 
election which will be in the year one thousand eight hun- 
• dred and fifty-eight, and until another shall be chosen and 
qualified in his stead, and no longer, 
rntoneieetiont. Sect. 2. At the annual election in the year one thou- 
sand eight hundred and fifty-eight, there shall be cliosen in 
the manner aforesaid, a suitable person, being a resident 
in said county, to be register of deeds therefor, who shall 
hold his said office on the same terms and for the same 
length of time as registers of deeds who shall be elected in 
the other counties in this Commonwealth (except Nantuck- 
et) under the provisions of chapter ninety-two of tlie acts of 
the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five, entitled, 
" An Act concerning the election of County Treasurers and 
Registers of Deeds." And thereafter, the register of deeds 
in said county of SuiSblk shall be chosen and shall hold his 
office in the same manner as if said county of SuflFolk had 
not been excepted from the operation of the act aforesaid. 
Duty of town ind Sect. 3. Tlic officcrs of the several wards, and the city 
dty offlcCTB. clerk of the city of Boston, and the selectmen and the town 
clerks of the several towns in said county of SuflFolk, shall 
perform all the duties in respect to said election which would 
have been required of them under said act, had the county 
of SuflFolk not been excepted from the operation thereof. 
Board of alder- Sect. 4. Tlic board of aldermcu of the city of Boston 
MM pom aa shall, as to all matters relating to said register of deeds, have 
^j^coromis- ^Y^Q Yi^e powers and perform the like duties as are exercised 
and performed by county commissioners in other coun- 
ties, except that they shall within ten days after said elec- 
tion, examine the returns of votes given for said register of 
deeds, and certify the result in the form prescribed by law. 
incoDstotentiaws Sect. 5. This act shall take eflFect on and after its 
passage, and all laws inconsistent herewith, are hereby re- 
pealed. [^Approved by the Governor, April 19, 1856.] 
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Ajt Act to authorise Augustus C. Carey to build a Wharf. Chap, 119 

Be U enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tivesj in Oeneral Court assembledj and by the authority of 
the same J as follows : 

Sect. 1. Augustus C. Carey is hereby authorized to build JJ^J^^" 
and maintain a wharf extending from his lot of land, and 
adjoining land of Isaiah Rogers and Isaiah A. Rogers, in 
the town of Ipswich, one hundred feet ; and shall have the wghti, *©. 
right to lay -vessels at the end and sides of said wharf, and 
to receive wharfage and dockage therefor : provided^ that ptotIw. 
this grant shall not interfere with the legal rights of any 
person or persons. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. [Approved by the Governor ^ April 19, 1856.] 

Aw Act to incorporate the Boston and Cape Cod Marine Telegraph Company. Chap, 120 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives^ in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same J as follows : 

Sect. 1. George Marston, Henry Crocker, Silvanus B. corpomton. 
Phinney, Thomas Harris and A. J. Baldwin, their associates 
and successors, are hereby made a corporation by the name 
of the Boston and Cape Cod Marine Telegraph Company, 
for the purpose of owning and maintaining the line of mag- Purpot*. 
netic telegraph now erected from the city of Boston, al'>ng 
the line of the Old Colony and Pall River, and the Cape Cod 
Railroads, and thence to Chatham and Provincetown in the 
county of Barnstable ; and of constructing and maintaining 
an extension of the same to such other points on the south- 
em shore of Massachusetts as may hereafter, by said corpo- 
ration, be deemed expedient ; with all the powers and PHTiietti, r»- 
privileges, and subject to all the duties, restrictions and *'^****'^ *** . 
liabilities, provided in the statutes relating to telegraph com- 
panies, heretofore passed. 

Sect. 2. The said corporation shall have authority to J^*^^ 
erect such telegraph lines, under the rules provided by law, giph. 
in all the towns of this Commonwealth through which such 
lines may pass, and to sink submarine cables of wires in such 
places as may be necessary. 

Sect. 3. The certificate required to be filed by the third gjjj"^** ^ ** 
section of the two hundred and forty-seventh chapter of the 
statutes passed in the year eighteen hundred and fifty-one, 
shall be filed by said corporation within ten days after the 
organization of the same, and the election of its officers. 

Sect. 4. The capital eftock of said corporation shall be 
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^ua itock, thirty thousand dollars, with the privilege of increasing the 
ioMiaae' ^^ samc to any sum not exceeding seventy thousand dollars ; 
370,000. ^^^ g^i^ corporation may hold real estate not exceeding five 

thousand dollars in value. [^Approved by the Governor, 

April 19, 1856.] 

Chan 121 ^^ ^^ ^° prevent the evasion of the Laws for the Suppression of Lotteries. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representee- 
tiveSj in General Court assembledy and by the auUwrity of 
the samey as follows : 

sectioM of chap. Sect. 1. The provisious of the first, second and third 
p^towtainiSJl sections of the one hundred and thirty-second chapter of the 
•ons. Revised Statutes, shall be held to apply to every person who 

shall dispose of, or ofier or attempt to dispose of, any real 
or personal property, xmder the pretext of a sale, gift or de- 
livery of any other property, or any right, privilege or thing 
whatever, with an intent to make the disposal of such real 
or personal property dependent upon or connected with any 
chance by lot, dice, numbers, game, hazard, or other gam- 
bling device, whereby such chance or device is made an 
additional inducement to the disposal or sale of said prop- 
erty. 
Property liable to tSECT. 2. All such property SO disi>osed of, or offered to 
S^i^th.^"*""" be disposed of, shall be liable to forfeiture to the Conmiou- 
wealth, under the provisions of the eighth section of the same 
chapter. [^Approved by the Governor^ April 19, 1856.] 

Ch/iYi 1 99 ^^ ^^ establishing a Probate Court in North Bridgewster, in the County of 
%^nap. i.x,4f Plymouth, and changing the time of holding the Probate Court at Middle- 
borough, in said County. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representee 
tivesy in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Probate court e«- Sect. 1. Tlicrc shall bc a probate court held every year 
t*biished. ^j^ ^1^^ j^^ Tuesday in July, at North Bridgewater, in the 
Time for holding county of Plymoxith; and the probate court by law hereto- 
ooortchMiged. f^^^ holdcu at Middlcborough, in said county, on the first 
Tuesday of November, shall hereafter be holden at said Mid- 
dlcborough on the last Tuesday of October, in every year. 
Inconsistent wta Sect. 2. All acts or parts of acts, inconsistent with this 
^^"^^^ act, are hereby repealed. 

Sect. 3. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. [^Approved by the Governor^ April 19, 1856.] 
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▲ir Act to pimbh Frauds in Offieen of CorponttioDf, and otliar pe^ CA^. 123 

Be it encLcted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives^ in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same J as follows : 

Sect. 1. Any oflScer, agent, clerk or servant, of any cor- j^*»^jjj*» 
poration or any other person, who shall issue, or sign, with in- oate« of ftoek 
tent to issue, any certificate of stock in any corporation, beyond hjiS^; "^* 
the amount authorized by law, or limited by the legal votes 
of such corporation or its proper oflBcers, or shall negotiate, 
transfer or dispose of, such certificate, with intent to de- 
fraud, shall be punished by imprisonment in the State prison 
for a term not exceeding ten years, or in the house of cor- 
rection for a term not exceeding one year. 

Sect. 2. Any officer, agent, clerk or servant, of anyfej^wi^te^ 
corporation, or any other person, who shall fraudulently ftrring^'Lrtifl- 
issue or transfer any certificate of the stock of any corpora- Jj^ ^ "*****' 
tion to any person not entitled thereto, or shall fraudulently 
sign such certificate, in blank or otherwise, with the intent 
that it shall be so issued or transferred, by himself or any 
other person, shall be punished by imprisonment in the 
State prison for a term not exceeding ten years, or in the 
house of correction for a term not exceeding one year. 

Sect. 8. Any officer, agent, clerk or servant, of any^'^jjjj^^ 
corporation, who shall make any false entry in the books 
thereof, with intent to defraud, and any person whose duty 
it shall be to make in such books a record or entry of the 
transfer of stock, or of the issuing or cancelling of certifi- 
cates thereof, or of the amount of stock issued by such cor- 
poration, who shall omit to make a true record or entry 
thereof, with intent to defiraud, shall be punished by impris- 
onment in the State prison for a term not exceeding ten 
years, or in the house of correction for a term not exceed- 
ing one year. 

Sect. 4. On the trial of any person for any oflFence under 5*'^*^jl5J2J'}^ 
this act, the books of any corporation, to which such person a^Stno.. 
had access, or the right of access, shall be admissible in 
evidence. 

Sect. 5. Nothing in this act contained shall be construed cwi^hto, *e.. 
to affect any civil rights or liabilities growing out of any ^^ 
act or omission for which punishment is herein provided. 

Sect. 6. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. ^Approved by the Governor ^ April 19, 1856.] 
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Chap. 124 An Act in felatk>n to * Burying-QrouBd in the To«» of West Boidnary. 

Be it enacted by the Senate aaul HbuBe of Eeprtsemia^ 
tivesy in General Court assembled^ and by the a/uthori^ of 
the samey as follows : 

8«iMtiMatod». Sect. 1. That the selectmen of the town of West Rox- 
bSrytefSo^*, ^^U ^^9 ^^^ tl^^y hereby are, authorized and empowered to 
«Qdjw«int«a- prescribe the limits, and to define what shall be the boun- 
daries within which the dead shall be interred on the land 
owned by the Reverend Patrick O'Beirne, upon which land 
said O'Beirne was authorized to establish a burying-groiuid 
by the city of Roxbury, in the year of our Lord one thou- 
sand eight hundred and forty-nine ; and the said selectmen, 
after establishing said limits, are authorized to s^point un- 
dertakers for said burying-ground : and the said burying- 
ground shall be under the same laws, regulations, restrictions 
and limitations, as apply to other burying-groimds in this 
Commonwealth. 
AathoriMdtouy Sect. 2. The county commissioners for the coimty of 
outhighiwy. Norfolk, or the selectmen of the town of West Roxbury, 
are hereby authorized and empowered to lay out a highway 
across the land above described, of the said O'Beirne, agree- 
ably to the plan of said higiiway, described in a plan drawn 
by William A. Grarbett, under date of May twenty-fifth, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-five, if they shall judge public 
convenience requires said highway, upon awarding to said 
O'Beirne such damages as they who lay out said highway 
▲ppMi. may adjudge to be reasonable, the award to be subject to 

the same appeal as is authorized in other awards for land 



Sect. 3. This act shall take e&ct from and after its 
passage. {^Approved by the Crovemor^ April 19, 1856.] 

Chap, 125 -^ -^CT relating to Lists of Jurors. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor- 
tivesy in General Court assembled^ and by the a/uthority of 
the same, as follows : 

Ufti of jTOort to Sect. 1. The lists of jurors, required by law, shall be 

be^ mj*d Slid carefully prepared and revised once in each year, and posted 

up in public places, in the town or city, by the selectmea, 

or the mayor and aldermen of the several towns or cities for 

which they are prepared, ten days, at least, before they are 

to be submitted for revision and acceptance. 

oommoneoaBciis Sect. 2. The lists of jurors, now required to be prepared 

poTOMunraf!* by the mayor and aldermen of cities, shall be submitted to 

their respective common councils, which councils shall exer- 
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eise the same power to revise and accept them, that is exer- 
cised by towns. 

Sbct. 3. The one hundred and sixty-seventh chapter of Aetr«ped«i. 
the statutes of the year one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-five, is hereby repealed. 

Sect. 4. This act shall take eflFect from and after its 
passage. [Approved by the Governor^ April 21, 1856.] 

• Aji Act in addition to an Act to incorporate the Bank of Mutual Redemption. Chap, 1 26 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives^ in General Court assembledy and by the authority of 
the same J as follows : 

Sect. 1. The act to which this is in addition, is hereby Act tmendwi. 
amended, as follows : The purpose for which said bank is 
incorporated, is for redeeming the bills of New England 
banks. The stock of said bank shall be subscribed and helH subgortpuoM to 
only by the banks in the New England States ; and the sev- ^^^^ '*^^ 
eral banks in this State are authorized to subscribe to said 
stock by a vote of their directors : provided^ that no bank ptotim. 
shall be authorized to subscribe to said capital stock to an 
amount exceeding five per cent, of the capital of said bank 
actually paid in, nor exceeding the sum of twenty thousand 
dollars. 

Sect. 2. Whenever five hundred thousand dollars shall wh«n to o»imi- 
bave been subscribed as aforesaid, said bank may proceed to "' 
organize : provided^ it shall not commence business until ptotIio. 
the sum of one million dollars shall have been subscribed, 
and one-half of the amount paid in. 

Sect. 3. Any stockholder in any bank which is the owner Biigibui^ of «. 
of stock in said bank of Mutual Redemption, shall be eligi-"^^^' 
ble as a director : provided, that at least three-fourths of the ptotiso. 
directors shall be inhabitants of this State, and all of them 
inhabitant of the New England States. 

Sect. 4. Said bank shall not issue bills of less denomi-isfoeofbiiiB. 
nation than five dollars*, and shall be subject to the same 
restrictions, and entitled to the same privileges, except as is 
MTOvided in the act to incorporate the bank of Mutual 
Kedemption, and in this additional act, as the banks in this 
Commonwealth. 

Sect. 5. No individual shall, at any time, be debtor to Debtors limited. 
said bank to an amount exceeding sixty thousand dollars. 

Sect. 6. The amount of circulation shall never exceed, circulation. 
for more than three consecutive days, three times the amount 
of specie held by said bank. 

Sbct. 7. Said bank shall always show in its weekly weekiy»tam» 
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«• *f*;» f« retain, at least ten per cent, of its coital stodc paid in, in 
«Bi.piMte, k€. ^;,jpj^n^ gjjjj ^ sQTer coin : and it shsdl be Uie duty of tiic 

bank commissioiiers, should said bank Tiolale this proyisi<m, 

to apply to the nearest judge of the supr^ne judicial court, 

for an injunction on said bank. 

Sect. 8. Such parts of the provisions of the act to which 

this is in addition* as are inconsistent herewith, are hereby 

repealed. 

Sect. 9. This act shall take eflfect <m and after its 

passage. lApproted by ike Goremor^ April 24, 1856.] 

Chap. 127 Ax Act to ■ n ri iu iif the BoitoB md LovcH RaOrcMd Oarporttion to establiili 
^^^' 1 Bnndi TndL of their BahtMid, in tiie CSty of LowriL 



Be U enacted by the Senate and Bouse of Representor 
tires J in General Court assembled j and by the authority of 
the same J as follows : 

»<*«■ " Sect. 1. The Boston and Lowell Railroad Corporation 
are hereby authorized and empowered to locate, constmet 
and maintain, a branch of their r^lroad, not exceeding 

^ _ ^ twenty feet in width, in the city of Lowell, as follows : — 

bouiImIm. Beginning on the main track of their railroad on Dutton 

Street, at a point northerly of the bridge over the Merri- 
mack Canal, so called, at the intersection of Market Street 
with said Dutton Street, and thence running and curving to 
the right, across the said canal, into and across the ^^ GTrove 
Lot," so called, to Shattuck Street ; thence across said Shat- 
tuck Street at right angles, or nearly so, into a passage-way 
or alley, between Market and Middle Streets ; thence down 
said alley to the end thereof, and thence in the same direc- 
tion to the east side of a cross alley-way, in rear of the 
building erected by Amos B. French, on land of Jonathan 
Tyler. 

''^t*'*- Sect. 2. Said corporation shall 'not charge for freight 

between other railroads and said brancfi, higher rates than 
they shall charge for freight of the various manufacturing 
companies between such other railroads and existing branch 
railroads in Lowell, owned by said Boston and Lowell Rail- 
road Corporation ; and other railroad corporations, whose 
railroads terminate in Lowell, shall have all reasonable and 
proper facilities and dispatch, in the use of said branch 
hereby authorized. 

S'iKi**^^**' Sect. 3. Said corporation shall, with respect to the branch 
hereby authorized, be subject to all the duties, liabilities and 
restrictions, and have aU the powers and privileges, provided 
in the thirty-ninth chapter of the Revised Statutes, and in 
all general laws which are now, or may be hereafter, in 
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force, relating to railroad corporations in this Common- 
vealdi. 

Sect. 4. The motive power used bj the said corporation, HotfTtpowirtad 
upon the aforesaid branch, and the rate of speed thereon, ■'*^' 
may be regulated and controlled by any ordinance of the 
city of Lowell : provided^ that in no case shall steam be 
used as a motive power upon said branch. And the mayor 
and aldermen of said city of Lowell may have and exercise, 
in respect to the said branch, all the powers given to 
county commissioners, by the two hundred and seventy-first 
chapter of the statutes of the year eighteen hundred and 
forty-six, and by the three hundred and fiftieth chapter of 
the statutes of the year eighteen hundred and fifty-five. 

Sect. 6. Any bridge or other structure which the said ^»*«r« ofouMi 
corporation may erect over said Merrimack Canal, for said ^oted. 
branch track, shall be so erected and constmcted, as not to 
obstruct or impede the flow of the waters in and along said 
canal. 

Sect. 6. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. [Approved by the Governor^ April 24, 1856.] 



A* Act to incorportte certain penons by the name of the Margaret Coffin QJidn^ \ 28 
Prayer Book Society. * * 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives^ in treneral Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same J as follows : 

Sect. 1. That E. M. P. Wells, Annie S. Bobbins, and oorporaiow. 
Elmira Tarbell and their associates, be, and they hereby are, 
made a body politic and corporate, imder the name of the 
Margaret Coffin Prayer Book Society, for the purpose ofP»n>o««- 
procuring, circulating, and distributing the book of common 
prayer, according to the use of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States of America, to such extent and 
in such edition or editions thereof as they may cause to be 
printed on their account, or may otherwise lawfully procure ; 
and such distribution may be gratuitous or at such price or 
prices as in each case said corporation may, under its by- 
laws, or by its officers, order ana' prescribe ; and said corpo-rrfTiiactf, r». 
ration shall have all the powers and privileges, and be subject ^ *^"' 
to all the duties, restrictions and liabilities, set forth in the 
forty-fourth chapter of the Revised Statutes; and for theMayhoidwiaand 
purposes aforesaid, the said corporation shall be, and it p«~°»^ «•***»• 
hereby is, authorized to make purchases, and to receive 
gifts, grants, bequests or devises of real and personal estate, 
and to hold the same for the purposes aforesaid: providedy ^loi^. 
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that the income of the real estate so granted or deviBod, 
together with the interest of the personal estate, shall not 
exoeed the sum of five thousand dollars ; with full liberty 
and power to manage and dispose of or conyej the same, 
and to change the investment of the same from time to time, 
as to said corporation shall appear fit. 
AmiiMiiiuwciDgB. Sbct. 2. The said corporation shall hold its annual meet- 
ing at Boston, in the county of Suffolk, at such time in the 
year as shall by a by-law of the corporation be fixed for tliat 
purpose. I Approved by the Governor y April 24, 1856.] 

Chap. 1 29 '^ ^^ ^ addition to an Act to incorporate the Congi>egational Society in the 
^' Second Precinct in Attleborough. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor- 
tivesy in Oeneral Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

bjiMM&tor Sect. 1. The Congregational Society in the second pre- 
*'"''' cinct in Attleborough, are hereby authorized and empowered 

to invest the funds which now belong to said society, or may 
hereafter be acquired by them, in the purchase of tlie pews 
in the meeting-house in said second precinct ; and after the 
purchase of said pews, to appropriate any balance remaining 
in their hands, to the repair, alteration and improvement of 
said meeting-house, or to the rebuilding of the same, when- 
ever it shall be deemed necessary by said society f provided, 
however, that the said pews, so purchased, shall be rented 
at public auction or otherwise, and the income and proceeds 
thereof shall be appropriated to the support of a congrega- 
tional minister in said parish, according to the intent and 
provisions of the act to which this is an addition. 
8mp^, how ftp. Sect. 2. Any surplus arising from the rents of said pews, 
pwpriatwi. ^^^^ paying the stated salary of such minister aforesaid, 
shall be annually paid over, and returned to the trustees of 
said society, and by them received and put to interest, agree- 
ably to the provisions of said act of incorporation, and shall 
be suffered to accumulate till the same shall amoiuit to the 
sum of. four thousand dollars; after which time the said 
society may appropriate the interest, or annual income 
thereof, or any part of the same, to the encouragement and 
improvement oi church music, and to the payment of any 
incidental expenses of supporting public worship in said 
parish. 
BMiMtetenotto Sect. 3. Said society shall be capable, in law, to pur- 
«xoMd $20,000. cjjase, hold and dispose of a meeting-house in said parish, 
and land on which the same may stand, and also a parson- 
age for the use of the ministry, and other real estate, not 
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ezoeeding, in the whole, the value of twenty thousand dol- 
lars. 

Sect. 4* The conveyance of the present meeting-house ronn«Moce«i- 
and lot on which the same stands, heretofore made to said ^'^ 
society, and the purchase by said society of any pews in said 
house, are hereby confirmed and made valid in law. 

Sect. 5. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. [Approved by the GovemoTy April 24, 1856.] 

An Act in relation to* Appeals in Criminal Cases. Chuv, 130 

Be it enacted by the SemUe and House of Representa- 
tives j in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. Police courts and justices of the peace shall Rjwgj*""^' 
have the same authority to bind by recognizance, witnesses 
in criminal cases, in which an appeal is taken, as is now 
vested in them when a prisoner is admitted to bail, or com- 
mitted by the provisions of the one hundred and thirty-fifth 
chapter of the Revised Statutes. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take eflFect from and after its 
passage. {^Approved by the Governor^ April 24, 1856.] 

— — — a — - 

Av Act to authorize the Congregational Library Association, of Boston, to Chan ISl 
hold additional Real and Personal Estate. v//»c#jp/. xwx 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follotvs : 

Sect* 1. The Congregational Library Association, of^^«^j^«jj|^ 
Boston, is hereby authorized to hold reed and personal estate w*^ *** 
to the amount of one hundred and fifty thousand dollars, in 
addition to die amount that said corporation is now author- 
ized by law to hold : provided, that no part of said amount 
shall be invested in real estate, except in the purchase of a ptotIm. 
suitable site, and the erection or preparation of a suitable 
building, to be used for the purposes of said corporation, as set 
forth in the act of incorporation, passed April twelfth, in the 
year eighteen hundred and fifty-four. 

SfiCT. 2. This act shall take efiect from and after its 
passage. [Approved by the Governor, April 24, 1856.] 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



72 



1856.— <}sAnER 132. 



or 

ttftitoffy Mi off. 



Uoaltend m to 
I'tpi— entatlTW. 



Chap. 132AvAcTtoMt«ff apntoC&eTavBoCBaiitficeaidaBBextiieMaietotitt 

Town of Qniiicj. 

£e f/ enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives^ in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same J as follows : 

Sect. 1. So much of the town of Bramtree, in the county 
of Norfolk, as lies northerly of a line, beginning at the pres- 
ent town bound, between the towns of Braintree and Quincy, 
in the channel on Fore River ; thence following the channel 
to the mouth of Hayward's Creek ; thence following in the 
centre of said creek to the centre of the bridge at the turn- 
pike ; thence following the creek to the culvert at Howard 
Street, being two hundred and seventy-one rods, more or 
less ; thence west, three degrees south, three hundred fifty- 
six rods, to a stone bound on Washington Street, between 
the said towns of Braintree and Quincy, with all the inhabi- 
tants and estates thereon, is hereby set oflF from the town of 
Braintree and annexed to the town of Quincy i^provided^ 
however J that for the purpose of electing representatives to 
the general court, to which the said town of Braintree is 
entitled, until the next decennial tensus shall be taken, in 
pursuance of the thirteenth article of amendment to the 
constitution, the said territory shall remain and continue to 
be a part of the town of Braintree ; and the inhabitants resi- 
dent therein shall be entitled to vote in the choice of such 
representatives, and shall be eligible to the oflSce of repre- 
sentative in the town of Braintree, in the same manner as if 
this act had not been passed. 

Sect. 2. The said inhabitants and estates so set off 
shall be liable to pay all taxes, that have been legally assessed 
on them by the town of Braintree, in the same manner as if 
this act had not been passed : and until the next general 
valuation of estates in this Commonwealth, the town of 
Quincy shall annually pay over to the said town of Braintree 
the proportion of any state or county tax, which the said 
town of Braintree may have to pay upon the inhabitants or 
estates hereby set off. 

Sect. 3. The said inhabitants and estates so set off shall 
be liable to pay their proportion of the existing town debt of 
the town of Braintree, according to the amount thereof at 
the time of the passage of this act ; the same to be assessed 
upon said inhabitants and estates in accordance with the last 
general valuation of estates in tliis Commonwealth: pro- 
vided, however y that the same when assessed shall be col- 
lected by said town of Braintree, in three equal annual 
instalments, in the years eighteen hundred fifty-six, eighteen 
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hundred fifty-seven and eighteen hundred fifty-eight : and in 
order to fix the amount of said town debt, the selectmen of 
Braintree shall, on or before the first day of May next, take 
the amount due and owing by said town of Braintree, and 
deduct therefrom all sums of money, and notes and bills 
receivable, considered good, held by said town, and the bal- 
ance left shall be the amoimt of said debt, which shall, on or 
before said first of May next, be certified and sworn to by 
said selectmen, and filed with the town treasurer of said 
town of Braintree. 

Sect. 4. If any persons who have heretofore gained a legal sapport of pw- 
settlement in the town of Braintree, by reason of a residence ^^' 
on the territory set oflF as aforesaid, or by having been pro- 
prietors thereof, or who may derive such settlement from 
any such resident or proprietor, shall stand in need of relief 
or support, as paupers, they shall be relieved and supported 
by the said town of Quincy in the same manner as if they 
had gained a legal settlement in that town. 

Sect. 5. The selectmen of the town of Quincy shall, an- QnincjtoftiniWi 
nually, until the next decennial census, fourteen days ^t"^**'^***"- 
least before the Tuesday next after the first Monday of No- 
vember,, furnish to the selectmen of Braintree, a correct list, 
so far as may be ascertained from the records of the town of 
Quincy, or any of its officers, of all persons resident on the 
territory hereby set oflF, who shall be entitled to vote for rep- 
resentatives as aforesaid, in Braintree. 

Sect. 6. This act shall take eflFect from and after its 
passage. ^Approved by the Governor, April 24, 1856.] 

An Act ooncerning the Boston and Chelsea Railroad Company. Chup. 133 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tivesj in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

The four hxmdred and forty-fifth chapter of the acts of Act • 
eighteen himdred and fifty-four, is hereby so amended, that 
the time fixed by the twelfth section thereof, shall be ex- 
tended to one year from the passage of this act. ^Approved 
by the Governor, April 28, 1866-] 

10 
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Chap. 1 34 An Act establisbing a new Boundary line between Salem and B/ora&i. Dan^v 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives j in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same J as follows : 

Sect. 1. The dividing line between the city of Salem 
and the town of South Danvers is hereby established and 
declared to be as follows, to wit : — Beginning at a point on 
the line between Danvers and South Danvers one hundred 
rods from the bound stone at Peters' Point, thence southerly 
in a straight line to a point on the southerly side of the 
Topsfield Road in a line with the north-westerly side of the 
house, now or formerly occupied by William Phelan ; thence 
on the southerly side of said Topsfield Road to the easterly 
corner of Highland Street ; thence on the easterly side of 
Highland Street to Tremont Street ; thence by the northerly 
side of l*remont Street to a point opposite the north-westerly 
corner of Harmony Grove Cemetery ; thence by said ceme- 
tery to the bound stone near the south-westerly corner 
thereof; thence by the creek to a point in a line with the 
easterly side of the old burial groimd ; thence by said line 
and the burial ground to a point twelve feet easterly of the 
south-westerly comer of said burial groimd ; thence south 
twenty-four and one-half degrees west, fifty-two rods fifteen 
links ; thence south-westerly in a straight line to a point in 
the line between Salem and Lynn where said line strikes the 
south-westerly side of Spring Pond, and all the inhabitants 
and estates on the territory east and south of said line are 
hereby set off from the town of South Danvers and annexed 
to the city of Salem, and all the inhabitants and estates north 
and west of said line are hereby set off from the city of Sa- 
lem and annexed to the town of South Danvers : providedy 
that the inhabitants and land thus set off shall be holden to 
pay all taxes heretofore assessed, in the same manner as if 
this act had not been passed ; and provided, further, that 
the inhabitants hereby set off from Salem, shall continue to 

"^ be a part of Salem, and the inhabitants hereby set off from 

South Danvers, shall continue to be a part of South Danvers, 
for the purpose of electing state oflScers, senators and repre- 
sentatives to the general court, representatives to congress, 
and electors of president and vice-president of the United 
States, until the next decennial census shall be taken, or 
until another apportionment of representatives to the general 
court shall be made. 

bSr^lStiiSte**' ^^^'^' ^' "^^^ inhabitants residing in that portion of the 
' * territory of South Danvers which is set off to Salem, shall 
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be entitled to all the privileges of the Peabody Institute, in 
South Danvers, in the same manner as if this act had not 



Sect. 3. The city of Salem and the town of South Dan- support of pw- 
vers shall be liable, respectively, for the support of all persons ^"' 
vho now do, or may nereaftel*, stand in need of relief as 
paupers, whose settlement was gained by, or derived from, 
a settlement gained or derived within the limits of those 
portions of territory, which by this act are set ofiF to said city 
and town. 

Sect. 4. This act shall take eflFect from and after its 
passage. \_Approved by the Governor^ April 30, 1856.] 

An Act in addition to an Act entitled, '< An Act for the removal of Insane rih^^ -i or 
Convicts from the State Prison." O/lop. 1 tJO 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. The commission for the examination of convicts commission for 
m the State prison, alleged to be insane, provided for in the SSJ^lSScJ!*" 
one hundred and twentieth chapter of the acts of eighteen 
hundred and forty-four, shall consist of the physician of the 
State prison, together with the superintendents, for the time 
being, of the State lunatic hospitals. 

Sect. 2. So much of the one hundred and twentieth incontutent Mt« 
chapter of the acts of eighteen himdred and forty-four, before "p***^- 
mentioned, to which this act is in addition, and all other acts 
and parts of acts, inconsistent herewith, are hereby repealed. 

Sect. 3. This act shall take eflFect from and after its 
passage. {^Approved by the Governor, April 30, 1856.] 

An Act in relation to ordering a Stay or Supersedeas of Executions. ChttV, 136 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Whenever, after the rendition of judgment in a civil Defendants pcu- 
action, the defendant shall petition for a stay or supersedeas J? '^SS^onf'to 
of the execution, before the ordering of said stay or super- k*^'**^*^'**' 
sedeas, the petitioner shall give security to the satisfaction 
of the court, with condition that he will pay the amount of 
said judgment and interest thereon, unless it appears on the 
final judgment, in an action of review, that a less amount is 
due than that for which the original judgment was rendered ; 
and in that case, he shall pay the amount found due on said 
final judgment. [Approved by the Governor, April 30, 
1866.] 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



76 1856.— Chaptebs 137, 138. 

Chap. 1 37 -^ ^^ altering the Boundary line between the Towns of Cambridge and 
•T * Sonunrille, and annexing portions of each to the other. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives^ in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same J as follows : 

Botrndary line Sect. 1. The dividing Uue between the towns of Gam- 
**'^°**' bridge and Somerville shall hereafter be as follows : — Begin- 

ning in Milk Row, (so called,) at a point, being twenty feet 
and eight inches distant from the point on Milk Row, where 
the land of Anna Hunnewell is divided from the land of Ben- 
jamin Rand, and thence running in a north-easterly direction, 
along the boundary line of said estates, there measuring 
from Milk Row two hundred and twenty-two feet and four 
inches, then turning at a right angle and running north- 
westwardly along the west side of a court until it strikes 
Cottage Street, (so called,) there measuring two hundred 
and ninety-six feet and six inches, then turning and nm- 
ning along the southerly side of said Cottage Street, in a 
direction north of west, imtil it reaches Elm Street, (so 
called,) there measuring three hundred and eight feet, until 
it intersects, on the westerly side of Elm Street, the line 
heretofore established between the said towns. 
Northerly ride Sect. 2. All the territory and persons which are situated 
a^DMedtoouii. ^^ ^^^ northerly side of the above described line, are hereby 
set off from the said Somerville, and are annexed to said 
Southerly aide Cambridge ; and all the territory and persons which are sit- 
ui^BedtoSoin. ^^tcd ou thc southcrly side of the above described line, are 
hereby set oflF from said Cambridge and annexed to said 
Somerville. 
Twet. Sect. 3. All taxes heretofore assessed upon the said 

territories, and upon the persons resident thereon, shall be 
collected in the same manner as if this act had not been 
passed. ^Approved by the Governor^ April 30, 1856.] 

Chan 138 ^^ ^^ concerning the Fitchbnrg Bailroad Company. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives^ in General Court assembledy and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Time tor filing lo- Sbct. 1. That the tuuc fixcd for filing the location of 
catioM^extendedtjje railroad of the Fitchburg Railroad Company, and its 
branches, agreeable to the act authorizing the same, which 
act was approved by the governor the twenty-seventh day of 
April, in the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five, 
is hereby extended one year beyond the first day of April, 
in the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-six. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1856.— Chapters 139, 140, 141. 77 

Sect. 2. This act shall take eflFect from and after its 
passage. [^Approved by the Governor^ April 30, 1856.] 



An Act in addition to an Act to establish the Dorchester and Milton Ezten- Chap. 139 

sion Railroad. 

Be it enacted by the Senate j and House of Representa- 
tivesy in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the samCy as follows : 

The time within which the Dorchester and Milton Exten- Time for fiui^ 
sion Railroad Company is required to file the location of its Sie yew! 
road, is hereby extended to the twenty-ninth day of April, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-seven. {^Approved by the Gov- 
enwrj April 30, 1856.*] 

An Act to incorporate the Ladies' Charitable Association, at Hayerhill. Chap, 140 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor- 
iivesy in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. Ellen P. Minot, Sarah F. Gould, Sarah N. corpowton. 
Smiley, Emeline Bradley, Sarah Palmer, their associates 
and successors, are hereby made a corporation by the name nium. 
of the Ladies' Charitable Association, at Haverhill, for the Purpo«. 
purpose of taking, holding, investing and distributing, 
such funds as they now have, or may hereafter be given 
them, for the charitable and benevolent objects of their asso- 
ciation; with all the powers and privileges, and subject t<> JJ^S^'itJ" 
all- the duties, liabilities and restrictions, set fortli in the ' 

forty-fourth chapter of the Revised Statutes. 

Sect. 2. Said corporation shall have power to establish ^"^^^ **• 
such rules and regulations, for the management of their 
association, as a majority of the members may, from time 
to time, determine to be expedient and proper. 

• Sect. 3. The funds of this association shall not, at any Pnndtonotto «- 
time, exceed twenty-five thousand dollars. "^^ ' 

Sect. 4. This act shall take effect on and after its 
passage. ^Approved by the Governor, April 80, 1856.] 

An Act to reannez Chelsea to Boston. Chap, 141 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. All that territory now comprised within the Annwtation. 
lunits of the town of Chelsea, in the county of Suffolk, with 
all the inhabitants and estates therein, is hereby reannexed 
to the city of Boston, in said county, and shall hereafter be 
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considered and deemed to be a part of the city of Boston^ 
except only as hereinafter provided. 
Territory truw- Sect. 2. The territory hereby transferred, with the 
unaL ^Jpn- inhabitants residing therein, shall continue to constitute a 
eent»tiTwdi»trict. fixed representative district for the election of representa- 
tives to the general court, and, for the purpose of send- 
ing representatives, shall continue to be a corporation ; and 
for this purpose and the purposes necessary therefor, but 
for none other, preserve and retain its corporate ex- 
AnnuaimeetingB. istence. An aunual meeting of the inhabitants of said 
territory shall be held in March or April, at which shall be 
chosen a town clerk and three selectmen, but no other oflB- 
cers. It shall be the duty of the selectmen, so chosen, to call 
the annual meetings, and also all meetings for the election 
of town representatives, to decide on the qualifications of 
voters at such meetings, to receive the return of tlie votes 
cast, to certify the result, and to discharge all other duties 
respecting such annual meetings, and respecting the election 
of town representatives, in the same manner, and to the same 
Warranto. extcut, as selcctmcn of other towns now do. The warrants 
for all meetings, called in pursuance of this section, shall be 
signed by the selectmen, or a majority of them, and directed 
to some person or persons appointed by them for that pur- 
pose, who shall forthwith notify such meeting, by posting 
the same, or copies thereof, in twenty of the most public 
places in said town, at least fifteen days before the time of 
such election ; and in case of the neglect, refusal or Inability 
of the selectmen to call any of the said meetings, any justice 
of the peace of the county, may, upon application to him in 
writing, by ten or more of the legal voters of said town, call 
such meetings, by a warrant under his hand, directed to one 
or more persons, who shall notify such meetings by posting 
the same, or copies thereof, in the same manner as is pro- 
vided in this section for warrants issued by the selectmen ; 
and the justice who shall have issued the warrant, shall pre- 
side at the meeting so called, and discharge all the duties, 
which the selectmen might have performed. At all meetings 
for the election of representatives, the qualified voters pres- 
ent, or a majority of them, may consider and decide whether 
they will choose representatives or not, and what number 
^ tor non-eiec- they will scud. If by reason of the neglect to choose and 
atiw. "•''"^^ return members to tlie house of representatives, agreeably to 
the constitution, the said house shall impose a fine on said 
town or its inhabitants, the fine so imposed shall be assessed 
upon, and paid by, said town or its inhabitants, and the 
selectmen are hereby authorized to assess and collect said 
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fine. It shall be the dutj of the selectmen, prior to every sei^jtm^topct 
annual meeting, and to every meeting for ttie election of"*** 
representatives, to make out and post lists of all the inhabi- 
tants of said town, qualified to vote at such meetings, in the 
manner in which selectmen and assessors are required to 
make out similar lists of voters ; and for that purpose, they 
shall have free access to the assessors' books and lists, and 
be entitled to the aid and assistance of the assessors, assist- 
ant-assessors and other oflScers of the said city of Boston. 
It shall be the duty of the town clerk to record the votes Duty of town 
passed at the meeting at which he shall have been elected, ^^^' 
and at the meetings for the election of representatives, and 
at any annual meeting; but he shall discharge no other 
duties unless the same shall be necessary to carry out the 
provisions of this act. Whenever there shall be a vacancy 
in the office of town clerk, or the said clerk shall not be 
present, the selectmen shall call upon the qualified voters 
present to elect a town clerk, pro tempore. All the duties 
of a town clerk, other than those above enumerated, shall be 
performed by the city clerk of the city of Boston. 

Sect. 3. The territory, hereby transferred, shall form * ^^bSSSS* ''*^ 
separate and additional ward of said city, and shall so remain ^ 
until the next alteration of ward limits, by the said city 
council, according to law ; and the ward so established shall 
be entitled to the same number of councilmen, school com- 
mittee-men, overseers of the poor, assistant-assessors, ward 
ofiBcers and all other officers not herein mentioned, as the 
other wards of the said city are now respectively entitled to. 

Sect. 4. The territory, so transferred, and the inhabitants xaxat. 
therein, and their estates, shall be liable for all taxes already 
assessed and not paid, and also all city, county and state 
taxes, that may hereafter be assessed on them by said town 
of Chelsea, before the first day of November next, in the 
same manner as they would have been liable if this act had 
not been passed. 

Sect. 5. All the public property of the said town o^^J^U^p^^^ 
Chelsea shall become, and is hereby declared to be, the 
property of the city of Boston ; and the town treasurer of 
Chelsea shall, under the direction of the selectmen of said 
town, transfer, deliver, pay over and accoimt for, to the city 
treasurer of Boston, all books, papers, moneys, and other 
property in his possession as treasurer, on the first day of 
November next ; and the city of Boston shall thereafter be 
liable for the public debt of Chelsea. 

Sect. 6. This act shall be void, imless the inhabitants of ^^^jj***, 
the city of Bostpn, and town of Chelsea, respectively, quali- *"' 
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fied to rote in citj or town mfikirs, shall accept the same, at 
a meetiug to be called for that purpose within six months 
after its pas«aee. And it fchall be the duty of the board of 
aldermen of said city, and of tlie selectmen of said town, 
re^-pectively, to warn meetings for said purpose, within the 
period aforesaid, upon the requisition of fifty qualified voters 
of their said city and town, respectively ; and the said meet- 
ings shall be held within thirty dajrs after such requisition, 
and the meeting*? in said city may be either general or ward 
meetings ; and if, upon the return of the votes cast at such 
meetings, it shall appear that a majority of said votes in said 
city and town, resi>ectively, are in favor of the acceptance of 
this act, then it shall be the duty of the mayor and aldermen 
of said city, and the selectmen of said town, to forthwith 
certify said returns to the secretary of the Commonwealth, 
who, if the mayor and aldermen of said city, and the select- 
men of said town, shall have certified to him in the manner 
aforesaid, shall, on the first day of November next, issue and 
publish his certificate, declaring this act to have been ac- 
cepted according to law. [Approved by the Governor^ April 
30, 1856.] 

Chap, 142 An Act relatireto the House of Correction and Jail in the Countj of Ply- 

moatb* 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

HoMt^MTrec Sect. 1. The housc of correction and jail in the county 
Mtob^hmeDt^ of Plymouth, shall be considered one establishment, and 
taken to be within the meaning of section first of the elev- 
enth chapter of the acts of eighteen hundred and forty-six. 
Sect. 2. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage, [Approved by the Governor^ April 30, 1856.] 

Chap, 143 An Act changing the Line between the Towns of ITxbridge and Northbridge. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows: 

BcmndaiyUDeM. Sect. 1. That the foUowing described line shall here- 
tobuth«d. j^f^^j. ^Q ^ p^ij ^f ^jj^ dividing line between the towns of 

Uxbridge and Northbridge, to wit : — Beginning at a stone 
monument, at the point where the lines between the towns 
of Uxbridge, Northbridge and Sutton meet ; thence south, 
sixty and one-third degrees east, about five hundred and 
fourteen rods, to the southerly line of said Northbridge ; 
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and all of that part of said Uxbridge, which lies northerly of 
said line, with the inhabitants thereon, shall hereafter belong 
to said Northbridge ; and all of that part of saidNorthbridge, 
which lies southerly of said line, with the inhabitants thereon, 
shall hereafter belong to said Uxbridge. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. ^Approved by the Governor^ April 30, 1856.] 

Ak Act to incorporate the Chebacco Library Association. Chop* 144 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tivesj in General Court assembledy and by the authority of 
the same J asfolhivs : 

Sect. 1. John Prince, Oliver H. P. Sargent, Samuel P. c<»p«»tow 
Haskell, Andrew Howes, Charles Howes, Nathan Burnham, 
4th, Moses S. Andrews, Norman Story, John Howe Burn- 
ham, Aaron Low and Webster Howes, their associates and 
successors, are hereby made a corporation, by the name of nmm. 
the Chebacco Library Association, to be established in the 
town of Essex, for the purpose of instituting and sustaining Purpose, 
a library and reading-room, and promoting public instruc- 
tion by lectures, or otherwise ; with all the powers and priv- PriTii«ge», »- 
ileges, and subject to all the duties, liabilities and restric- ■*'**'^**°*' **• 
tioiis, set forth in the forty-fourth chapter of the Revised 
Statutes. 

Sect. 2. The said corporation may hold real and personal 2S"t^ow*^ 
estate, for the purposes aforesaid, to an amount not exceed- "****' * 
ing ten thousand dollars. 

Sect. 3. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. [^Approved by the Governor^ May 1, 1856.] 

Ak Act to incorporate the Eliot City Mission Society, of Iloxbury. Chap. 145 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives ^ in General Court assembled y and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. Henry Hill, A. C. Thompson, Alvah Kittredge, corpowtow. 
William W. Davenport, Benjamin Perkins, Hamilton A. 
Hill, E. B. Huntington and Oliver L. Gftidley, their asso- 
ciated and successors, are hereby made a corporation by the Name, 
name of the Eliot City Mission Society, in the city of Rox- 
bury ; with all the powers and privileges, and subject to all Priviieg?i, n- 
the duties, liabilities and restrictions, set forth in the forty- •*^'^^°*' *®- 
fourth chapter of the Revised Statutes. 

Sect. 2. Said corporation may hold real and personal rmj and personal 
estate to an amount not exceeding ten thousand dollars, for «»*^»*^^'*^ 
11 
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charitable pHrposes, and the promotioB of religbn and 
morality. 

Sect. 8. This act shidl take efiect from and after its 
passage. ^Approved by the Chwemarj May 1, 1866.] 

Chap, 146 -^ ^^ ^ incorporate tbe American Hotel Compuij, in the North Yillnge, 
^' in Adams. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Hcmse of Representor 
tivesj in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same^ as follows : 

corpotatoM. Sect. 1. A. W. Richardson, Joel Bacon, J. Q. Robin- 

son, 2d, their associates and successors, are hereby made a 
NaaM. corporation, under the name of the American Hotel Com- 

Purpoit. pany, for the purpose of erecting a hotel in the North Vil- 

lage, in the town of Adams, and maintaining such public 
priTikcet, n- housc, and the improvements connected therewith ; and for 
ftrktioni, ftc. h^q^q purposcs, shall have all the powers and privileges, and 
be subject to all the duties, restrictions and liabilities, set 
forth in the forty-fourth chapter of the Revised Statutes : 
ProTiM. provided, that said corporation shall not carry on the busi- 

ness of hotel-keeping, or be in any way interested in such 
business. 
BMiBii^wnwma Sect. 2. The whole amount of real and personal estate 
••^*«» » • Qj. capital stock, which said corporation may hold, for the 
purposes aforesaid, shall not exceed fifty thousand dollars in 
value. ^Approved by the Governor, May 1, 1856.] 

Chat) 147 ^^ '^^ ^ relation to the AsseBsment of Taxes in the Ci^ of Lynn, in the yean 
/^* one thousand eight hundred and fifty-thiee, and one thousand eight hundred 

and fifty-four. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 



taxM to«Sfae? Sect. 1. The assessments of taxes, made by the assessors 
of taxes of the city of Lynn, for the years eighteen hundred 
and fifty-three and eighteen hundred and fifty-four, are here- 
by confirmed, and the taxes, as assessed by said assessors for 
those years, are declared and made legal and valid. 

JJ^wJ^*o*>« Sect. 2. No suit at law, or in equity, hereafter com- 
menced, so far as the cause thereof accrues from any irregu- 
larity or defect in the assessments of taxes for the years 
eighteen hundred and fifty-three and eighteen hundred and 
fifty-four, in and for said city of Lynn, shall be sustained, 
and this act may be shown in bar of any such suit, so far as 
the cause thereof accrues from any such irregularity or defect. 
Sect. 3. This act shall take eflFect from and after its 
passage. lApproved by the Governor^ May 1, 1866.] 
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AirAcTtomdintlieetlRUMuMBtof ftB Agrifloltazal Bcptftmo&t in Wort- Chap. 148 
field Academy. 

Be U efMcted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in O^neral Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
Ike same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. The inhabitants of the town of Westfield, in J^'JS^fJ,**^- 
town meeting assembled, and duly notified by warrant for ment. "^^ 
that purpose, calling such meeting, are hereby authorized 
to vote and appropriate a sum of money not exceeding five 
thousand dollars, to be applied by the trustees of Westfield 
Academy, in the establishment of an agricultural depart- 
ment to be connected with said academy, upon such terms 
and coRditions as may be expressed in said vote ; and they May i^w bonds. 
may issue bonds of said town, bearing an annual interest 
not exceeding six per cent., and payable at a period not 
exceeding twenty years from the vote of the same, to be 
signed by the treasurer of said town, and countersigned by 
the chairman of the selectmen, which bonds shall be legally 
chargeable upon said inhabitants for the payment thereof- 

Sect. 2. Admission to said agricultural department Memberthip. 
shall be free to the inhabitants of said town upo^ such condi- 
tions as may be determined by a board of examiners, to be 
composed of the school committee of said town, and an 
equal number of the trustees of said academy. * 

Sect. 3. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. [Approved by the Gfovemory May 1, 1856.] 

Av Act to Legaliift the Asseesxnent of Taxes in the Town of Stoughtou, for Chap, 149 
the year eighteen hundred and fifty-four. ■^' 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

The assessments of taxes, made by the assessors of taxes ^JJJJT!Si»d^ 
in the town of Stoughton, for the year one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty-four, are hereby confirmed and made 
valid and legal, notwithstanding any irregularity on the 
part of the assessors, in omitting to make oath to their 
certificate, upon the assessors' book, as by law provided : 
provided, nevertheless, that nothing in this act contained ^w^i^- 
shall be construed to bar, or in any wise affect any suit at 
law already brought and now pending in any of the courts 
of this Commonwealth. [Approved by the Governor, May 
3, 1856.] 
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Chap. 150 An Act relating to the Support of certain Inmatea of the State Befocm 
^ School for Boys, and the State Industrial School for Girls. 

Be it enhcted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tivesy in General Ckmrt assefnbledj and by the authority of 
the same, as follows: 

cwxwnjof «- Sect. 1. The superintendents and trustees of the Reform 
p^l^oc^t- School for Boys, and of the State Industrial School for Girls, 
^' are hereby authorized to exercise, at their discretion, Ae 

power vested in the keepers and overseers of houses of cor- 
rection in this Commonwealth, in the fifteenth and sixteenth 
sections of the one hundred and forty-third chapter of the 
Revised Statutes, in relation to the care and expense of sup- 
porting and employing persons committed to their several 
institutions. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take effect on and after its 
passage. {^Approved by the Govenwry May 3, 1856.] 

Chap, 151 ^^ ^^ ^^ relation to the Salary of the Physician and Surgeon of the State 
*' Prison. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of B£presenta' 
lives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

flftUry of phTfi- Sect. 1. From and after the first day of April, in the 
danestsb had. ^^^^ ^^ thousaud eight huudrcd and fifty-six, the salaj'y of 
the physician and surgeon at the State prison shall be five 
hundred dollars annually, which sum shcdl be paid in quar- 
terly payments, by the warden, out of the treasury of the 
prison. 
iBooodBtnit acts Sect. 2. All acts and parts of acts, inconsistent here- 
^ with, are hereby repealed. [Approved by the Governor^ 

May 8, 1856.] 

Chap. 152 An Act concerning the Jurisdiction of Justices of the Peace. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

lonnwwjt Sect. 1. The first section of the tliree hundred and four- 

*"°*° teenth chapter of the^acts of eighteen hundred and fifty-two, 

is hereby amended,, so that the actions thereby brought 
within the jurisdiction of justices of the peace and justices of 
police and justices' courts, may be brought in the county 
where either of the defendants or trustees, if any, resides, or 
^rof)Bo. has his usual place of business : provided, tliat no trustee 

shall be held to answer to process except in the counfy 
where he lives or has his usual place of business. 
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Sect. 2. All acts and parts of acts, inconsistent herewith, ineowbtwit acta 
are hereby repealed. wp~i«i. 

Sect. 3. This act shall take eflFect from and after its 
passage. [Approved by the Governor^ May 5, 1856.] 

An Act to incoiporite the Oxford Hotel Company. Chap, 153 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the^ authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. A. G. Underwood, Horace S. DeWitt, James corporator.. 
Bacon, their associates and successors, are hereby made a 
corporation, under the name of the Oxford Hotel Company, Name, 
for the purpose of erecting a hotel in the town of Oxford, porpoM. 
and maintaining such public house and the buildings and 
improvements connected therewith ; and for these purposes PriTUegw, re- 
shall have all the powers and privileges, and be subject to all ■*^*'®"' ^^ 
the duties, restrictions and liabilities, set forth in the forty- 
fourth chapter of the Revised Statutes : provided, that said Proviso. 
corporation shall not carry on the business of hotel-keeping, 
or be in way interested in such business. 

Sect. 2. The whole amount of real and personal estate, 22iI°J^5^^ 
or capital stock which said corporation may hold for the " ' » 

furposes aforesaid, shall not exceed thirty thousand dollars. 
Approved by the Governor, May 5, 1856.] 

An Act to incorporate the Proprietors of Oak Grove Cemetery. Chap. 154 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. Eben H. Stacy, Hermann E. Davidson, Benja- corporator*. 
nrin K. Hough, Frederick Norwood, Epes W. Merchant and 
Edward Babson, together with such other persons as shall 
become proprietors of lots in the cemetery hereinafter men- 
tioned, their successors and assigns, are hereby made a cor- 
poration, by the name of the proprietors of Oak Grove Nam*. 
Cemetery; and said corporation shall have all ^^e powers wwtogw,»- 
and privileges, and be subject to all the duties, restrictions ^^' 
and liabilities, set forth in the forty-fourth chapter of the 
Revised Statutes, except as is otherwise provided in this act. 

Sect. 2. The said corporation may take and hold, by May hoid tur^ 
purchase or otherwise, in fee simple, for the purposes herein- JSJSSL^JS?^ 
after provided, a tract of land, not exceeding thirty acres, ^,oS!~^' 
situate at and near a place called Oak Grove, in the town of 
Gloucester, and may also take and hold personal property, 
not exceeding in amount twenty thousand dollars, to be 
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applied to objects connected with, and appropriate to, the 
purpose of said corporation. 
Powers of oorpo- Sect. 3. Thc said corporation shall ti^e and hold the 
'**'^* aforesaid land, for a rural cemetery or burial-ground, and 

for the erection of tombs, cenotaphs, or other monuments, 
for, or in memory of, the dead ; and, for this purpose, shall 
have power to lay out the same in suitable lots or subdivi- 
sions, for family, or other burying places ; to plant and 
embellish the same witli trees, shrubbery, and other rural 
ornaments; to enclose and divide the same with suitable 
walls or fences ; and to construct and annex thereto such 
suitable buildings, appendages, and other conveniences, as 
said corporation shall, from time to time, deem expedient. 
Deeds of conrey- Sect. 4. Thc said corporatiou shall have authority to 
"***' ^ grant and convey to the town of Gloucester, any portion of 

the land aforesaid, for a public burial-ground, and also, to 
grant" and convey to any person or persons, the sole and 
exclusive right of burial, and of erecting tombs and ceno- 
taphs, and of ornamenting any designated lot or subdivision, 
upon such terms and conditions, and subject to such regula- 
tions, as said corporation shall prescribe, which right, so 
granted and conveyed, shall be held for the purposes afore- 
said, and for none other, as real estate, by the proprietor or 
proprietors thereof, and shall not be subject to attachment 
or execution, or to be applied to the payment of debts by 
assignment, under any insolvent law. 
Exemptfipomtax- Sect. 5. Thc land aforesaid shall be, and is hereby de- 
clared exempted from all public taxes, so long as the same 
shall remain dedicated to the purposes of a cemetery. 
SS^tton'&c** Sect. 6. Any person who shall wilfully destroy, mutilate, 
°' ^' deface, injure or remove any tomb, monument, grave-stone, 
or other structure placed in the cemetery aforesaid, or any 
fence, railing or other work erected for the protection or 
ornament of any tomb, monument, grave-stone, or oliier 
structure, aforesaid, or any cemetery lot, or shall wilfully 
destroy, remove, cut, break or injure any tree, shrub or 
plant, within the limits of said cemetery ; or shall shoot, or 
discharge any gun or other fire-arms, within the said limits, 
shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon convic- 
tion thereof before any justice of the peace, or other court of 
competent jurisdiction, shall be punished by a fine not less 
than five dollars, nor more than one hundred dollars, ao- 
Aj» Hjjbtetojic. cording to the nature of the offence ; and such offender shall 
&c° ^ ' also be liable to an action of trespass, to be brought in any 

court of competent jurisdiction, in the name of said corpora- 
tion, to pay all damages which shall have been occasioned 
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by his or her tmlawful act or acts ; which money, when re- 
covered, shall be applied by the trustees of said corporation, 
to the reparation and restoration of the property destroyed 
or injured, as aforesaid ; and members of said corporation 
shall be competent witnesses in such suit. 

Sect. 7. The lots in said cemetery which may be granted LotmotdiTWbie. 
and conveyed as before provided, shall be indivisible ; and 
upon the decease of any proprifetor of a lot, the heirs at law 
or devisees of such lot, as the case may be, shall be entitled 
to all the privileges of membership : provided^ however^ that ?«>▼*«> 
if there be more than one heir at law or devisee of such lot, 
and they do not agree in writing, and file such agreement 
with the clerk of said corporation, within six months from 
the decease of the owner, the board of trustees of said cor- 
poration shall designate and enter of record which of said 
heirs at law or devisees shall represent said lot, and vote in 
the meetings of said corporation, which designation shall 
continue in force until said heirs or devisees shall make and 
file such agreement in manner aforesaid, or until, by reason 
of death, removal, or other suflScient cause, another designa- 
tion shall become necessary ; and in making such designation 
the trustees shall, as far as may conveniently be done, give 
preference to males over females, to proximity of blood, and 
to priority of age, having due regard, however, to proximity 
of residence. 

Sect. 8. The said corporation may take and hold any co^wuon m%j 
grant, donation or bequest of property, in trust, to apply the i^trSS^^' ^^ ' 
same, or the income thereof, for the improvement or embel- 
lishment of the said cemetery, or of any buildings, structtires 
or fences, erected or to be erected therein, or for the repair, 
preservation, or renewal of any tomb, monument, grave-stone, 
fence or railing, or other erection in or aroimd any cemetery 
lot, according to the terms of such grant, donation or be- 
quest ; and the supreme judicial court, or any court having courtg m»y oom- 
equity jurisdiction, shall have power to compel the execu- Swt. 
tion of such trust. 

Sect. 9. This act shall take effect from and aft6r its 
passage. {^Approved by the Governor, May 5, 1856.] 



An Act incoTporatiiig the Boxburj Institate. Chap. 155 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, 05 follows : 

Sectt. 1. James Ritchie, Francis Hilliard, William Whit- carpombott. 
ixkgy their associates and successors, are hereby made a cor- 
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porpoM. poratiou by the name of the Roxbury Institute, for the pur- 

pose of promoting moral and intellectual improvement, and 
communicating public instruction by lectures, a library and 

priTiiegM, w- reading-room, and otherwise, in the city of Roxbury ; with 

■trietiooB, ke. ^jj ^j^^ powcrs and privileges, and subject to all the duties, 
liabilities and restrictions, contained in the forty-fourth 
chapter of the Revised Statutes. 

SutT^t^^^^ Sect. 2. Said corporation may hold real and personal 
* ' ' estate to the amount of one hundred thousand dollars, to be 
devoted to the purposes aforesaid. {^Approved by the Gov- 
ernor, May 5, 1856.] 

Chap, 156 '^ Act to incorporate the Eastern Hampden Agricoltural Society. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

corpormtoM. Sect. 1. Alouzo V. Blauchard, J. K. Knox, Alonzo N. 

Dewey, and Alfred L. Converse, their associates and succes- 
NMne- sors, are hereby made a corporation by the name of the East- 

ern Hampden Agricultural Society, for the encouragement 
of agriculture and the mechanic arts, by premiums and 
Location. Other mcaus, in the town of Palmer, in the county of Hamp- 

Priviiegei, r«- dcu ; with all the powers and privileges, and subject to all 
•trietions, Ac. ^^yQ dutics, liabilities and restrictions, of other agricultural 
Membenhip. socictics established in this Commonwealth : and they are 
hereby authorized to admit members from the towns of 
Palmer, Ludlow, Monson, Brimfield, Wilbraham, Wales and 
Holland, and the city of SpringlBleld, in the county of Hamp- 
den*; Belchertown and Ware, in the county of Hampshire, 
and Warren, in the county of Worcester. 
S^i!S*M*othS Sect. 2. Said society shall be entitled, on the same 
•grteStuIia 80^ terms as other incorporated agricultural societies, to receive, 
'*^' annually, out of the treasury of the Commonwealth, such 

sum as any other incorporated agricultural society may 
receive, under the provisions of chapter forty-two of the 
Revised Statutes, notwithstanding the restrictions of section 
seventh of that chapter. [^Approved by the Governor, May 
5, 1856.] 

Chap. 157 ^^ -^^ conoeming the Election of CiTil Officers. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Remits of eioc Segt. 1. lu ordcr to determine the result of any elec- 
tfoMj^how de- ^j^jj ^f g^y ^j^Q oflScer or officers in this Commonwealth, 
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the whole number of persons who voted at such election 
shall first be ascertained by counting the whole number of 
separate ballots given in, and the person or persons who 
shall receive the highest number of votes shall be deemed 
and declared to be elected ; and in all returns of elections 
the whole number of ballots given shall be distinctly stated, 
but blank pieces of paper shall not be counted as ballots. 

Sect. 2. If, at any election where more than one civil samefui^t. 
oflRcer is to be elected to the same office, any two or more 
candidates shall receive an equal number of votes, being a 
plurality, by reason whereof the whole number to be elected 
cannot be completed, the candidates having such equal num- 
ber of votes, shall be deemed not to be elected. 

Sect. 3. All acts or parts of acts, inconsistent here- incontiitont acts 
with, or with the fourteenth article of the amendments to "^p**^* 
the constitution of Massachusetts, are hereby repealed. 
\_Approved by the Gov^mory May 5, 1856.] 

An Act in addition to an Act to establish the City of Springfield. Chdp. 158 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. The standing justice of the police court for the ^^J^JJ^ 
city of Springfield shall be entitled to retain to his own use, uiTwnwmtJTo. 
out of the moneys received by him in each year for fees, 
fines and penalties, an amount equal to the sum or sums he 
may be required by law to pay over in each year to the spe- 
cial justices of said court for services rendered by theln : 
provided, hourever, that when the sum of one hundred and Proviso. 
Mty dollars shall have been thus earned in any one year, by 
either or both of said special justices, the said special jus- 
tices shall thereafter be paid by the standing justice out of 
his salary, in full, for their services as such justices, at the 
rc^te of four dollars for each day they shall be actually en- 
gaged in holding court as such justices. 

Sect. 2. In all criminal cases where fines, forfeitures JJ^»*^»how^ 
and costs are not paid to the justice of said court, but are " 

by him taxed, certified and allowed as provided in the 
twenty-fourth section of the ninety-fourth chapter of the 
statutes of eighteen hundred and fifty-two, the fees of the 
justice of said court, so taxed, certified and allowed, shall 
be received by said justice in the manner now provided for 
justices of the peace ; and the fees so received by said 
justice shall be by him accounted for and paid over to the 
treasurer of said city. 

12 
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standing juatico Sect. 3. It shall be lawful for the standing justice of 

from ^ST- said court, at his discretion, to discharge any person from 

meut, &c. imprisonment, who shall have been confined under sentence 

of any court, for three months or more, for non-payment of 

fines and costs, or eitlier of them, when it shall be made to 

appear to said justice that such person is unable to pay said 

fine and costs. 

inconMstent acts 8ect. 4. All acts aud parts of acts, inconsistent here- 

repeaied. with, arc hereby repealed. 

Sect. 5. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. [^Approved by the Governor ^ May 5, 1856.] 



Chap. 159 ^^ ^^ ^^ addition to an Act to establish a Fire Department in the Town of 
-* " Lynn. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor- 
tives^ in General Court assembled^ and by the autharity of 
the same J as follows-: 

Act amended. Sect. 1. Thc first scctiou of the act passed in the year 
one thousand eiglit hundred and thirty-six, to establish a 
fire department in the town of Lynn, (chapter fifty,) is 
hereby amended, so that the engineers of the fire depart- 
ment shall be appointed in the month of January in each 
year licreafter, instead of in the month of April. 
Inconsistent wtfl Sect. 2. All acts or parts of acts, inconsistent herewith, 
repealed. ^^^ licrcby repealed. [Approved by the Governor^ May 

5, 1866.] 

ChcLT) 160 "^ '^^ ^^ authorize the County Commissioners of Plymouth to lay out a 
-* " Highway aud construct a Bridge over the Weweantitt River. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor- 
lives y in General Court assembled^ and by the atUhority of* 
the samCy as follows : 

Bridge In Ware- Sect. 1. Thc couuty commissiouers of the county of 
*»*™- Plymouth, are hereby authorized and empowered to lay out 

a highway and construct a bridge across the Weweantitt 
River, in Wareham and Marion, in said county of Plymouth, 
at or near the location of the old bridge, or between the 
same and the Narrows below. Said commissioners, in lay- 
ing out and constructing said road and bridge, shall in all 
respects proceed as is now provided by law for laying out 
and constructing highways. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. [Approved by the Governor, May 8, 1856.] 
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An Act concerning the Boston and Lowell and Salem and Lowell Railroad Chap, 161 

Companies. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives^ in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of • 
the same J as follows: 

Sect. 1. The Salem and Lowell Railroad Company are J|J^° ^^ "^^ 
hereby authorized to enter upon the Boston and Lowell' 
Railroad, from the Lowell and Lawrence Railroad, at any 
convenient point of junction in Lowell, and may use so much 
of the Boston and Lowell Railroad as lies north of the track 
leading to the Lowell Bleachery, and all the branches of 
said last named railroad in the city of Lowell ; and said 
Boston and Lowell and Salem and Lowell Railroad Compa- 
nies are hereby invested with all the rights, powers and 
privileges, of railroad corporations whose railroads are con- 
nected by law. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take effect as soon after the pas- ^^^n *<> ti*e 
sage thereof as the same shall have been accepted by the * ^ ' 
Boston and Lowell and Salem and Lowell Railroad Compa- 
nies, at meetings legally called for the purpose. [^Approved 
by the Governor y May 8, 1856.] 



An Act in relation to Probate Courts in the County of Worcester. Chap, 162 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
fives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. The sessions of the probate court, now by law seaioni changed. 
holden at Lancaster, in the county of Worcester, sliall, from 
and after the first day of June next, be holden at Clinton, 
in said county of Worcester. 

Sect. 2. All acts or parts of acts, inconsistent with thisinconsiBtent acta 
act, are hereby repealed. [Approved by the Governor, May "p^®*** 
13, 1856.] 

An Act to repeal chapter two hundred and thirty-eight of the Acts of the year Chap, 163 
eighteen hundred and thirty- six, being an Act to regulate the Assignment 
and Distribution of the Property of Insolvent Debtors. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
thr same, as follows : 

The act to regulate the assignment and distribution of Actrrpeiifd. 
the property of insolvent debtors, passed April firtceiith, in 
the year eighteen hundred and thirty-six, chapter two hun- 
dred and thirty-eight of the acts of said year, is^ heieby 
repealed. J^Approved by the Governor, May 16, 185G.] 
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Chap. 164 Ajt Act ib rektian to the Bights of Childreo, mider GnardJinnhip, to attend 

^ the Public School*. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tiveSj in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same J as follows: 

Ufbtaorefaodmi Sect. 1. MinoFs, who shall l>e placed under guardian- 

to otead Kfaooi. g]^ jp^ upou the dcceasc of their father, either pursuant to the 

general provisions of law, or by the last will of such father, 

shall be allowed to attend the public schools of the town or 

city of which such guardian is an inhabitant. 

Sect. 2. Tliis act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. [Approved by the Governor^ May 13, 1856.] 

ChaPm 165 -^ ^^ ^ additioii to the Acts rditiiig to the Annual Reports of Railroad 
'^* Corporations. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tiveSj in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same J as folloics : 

BaarctAntaTDM Sect. 1. The aiinual report now by law required to be 
lLmIu5fi»- made by the directors of the several railroad corporations 
within this Commonwealth, shall hereafter contain the 
amount of assets or property held by the corporation, in 
addition to the cost of the road. 
Btentuj to tar- Sect. 2. The sccrctary of the Commonwealth, shall, in 
nkh bisaks, &c. ^jj^ blank Tctums hereafter transmitted to the several rail- 
roads, provide that the statement required by the first sec- 
tion of this act, shall be placed immediately following that 
which shows the total cost of the road. He shall also pro- 
vide that the amount paid for interest shall appear next fol- 
lowing, but not included in, the cost of working the road. 
Formofsbrtnct, Sect. 3. The form of the abstract required by the act 
of eighteen himdred and fifty-one, chapter one hundred and 
two, is hereby so far amended as that the amount of debt 
shall follow the amount of capital paid in ; the amount of 
assets, the cost of the road, and the amount paid. for inter- 
est, the cost of working the road. [Approved by the Gov- 
ernor, May 13, 1856.] 



■eu. 



Chap. 166-^ ^^ ^ authorize Job T. Wilson to build a Wharf in the City of FaU River. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the autliority of 
the same, as follows : 

Wharf In Fiu Job T. Wilsou is hereby authorized to build and maintain 
a wharf, extending two hundred feet into Taunton Great 
River, from land owned by him, (at the village of Steep 



Kirer. 
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Brook,) in the city of Fail River, and to lay vessels at said 
wharf, and receive wltarfage and dockage therefor : provided^ May receiw 
this act shall in no wise affect the legal rights of any provii^' 
other persons whatever. [Approved by the Governor^ May 
13, 1866.] 

A.N Act to extend tlie time for the cpnstnictiou of a Branch Railroad into the Cfidp, 167 
City of Boston, bj the Boston and Lowell Railroad Corporation. -^ * 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tiveSj in General Covrt assembledj and by the authority of 
the same^ as follows : 

The time allowed tlie Boston and Lowell Railroad Corpo- Time for con- 
ration for locating, huilding and completing a branch rail- Jitend^' uT ' 
road into the city of Boston, under the provisions of an act J*^«i.i867. 
passed on the twenty-fifth day of May, in the year eighteen 
himdred and fifty-three, entitled " An Act to authorize the 
Boston and Lowell Railroad Corporation to construct a 
Branch Railroad into the City of Boston," is hereby ex- 
tended until the first day of June, in the year eighteen hun- 
dred and fifty-seven. [Approved by the Governor^ May 13, 
1856.] 

An Act to incorporate the Sprijipfi^ld and Farmington Valley Railroad Chap. 168 

Company. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 

iivesy in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 

the samCy as follows : 

Sect. 1. James M. Blanchard, Edward South worth, corporatora. 
Willis Phelps, Samuel S. Day, Caleb Rice, their associates 
and successors, are hereby made a corporation, by the name Name, 
of the Springfield and Farmington Valley Railroad Com- 
pany ; with all tlie powers and privileges, and subject to all PHviiegei, r^ 
the duties, restrictions and liabilities, set forth in tiie forty- ' ^°'' 
fourth chapter of the Revised Statutes^ and in that part of 
the thirty-ninth chapter of said statutes, relating to railroad 
corporations, and in all general laws, which are now, or may 
hereafter be, in force, relating to railroads in this Common- 
wealth. 

Sect. 2. Said corporatiou is hereby authorized and em- Locadon. 
powered to construct and maintain a railroad, with one or 
more tracks, from the line of the State of Connecticut, at 
or near Rising's Notch, so called, in the town of Southwick, 
at the termination of a railroad incorporated by the State 
of Connecticut, as the Farmington Valley Railroad, thence 
running by, or near the village • of Feeding Hills, and by 
Alitteneaque, in West Springfield, to- some point in Spring- 
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May enter upon 
Western Baiiioad 



Farther power, 



Capital Btock to 
consist of 8,000 
stiaree, of $100 
each. 



L^^Iature may 
reduce toll, &c. 



Act to be void if 
not located in 
two years and 
eonetracted In 
tluee years. 

May contract 
with other raU- 
roadi, kc. 



field, at or near the depot of the Western Railroad ; or if 
said corpoi:ation shall so elect, to some convenient point on 
the Western Railroad in West Springfield ; with power, by 
proper turnouts and switches, to enter upon and use said 
Western Railroad, from said point to their depot in Spring- 
field, according to the provisions of law ; and with further 
power, by agreement with said Western Railroad Corpora- 
tion, to construct and lay down upon said Western Railroad, 
one or more additional tracks from the point of junction in 
West Springfield to their depot in Springfield, and to use 
the same, and the bridge of said Western Railroad, sepa- 
rately or jointly, with said Western Railroad Corporation, 
as may be agreed. 

Sect. 3. The capital stock of said corporation shall con- 
sist of not exceeding three thousand shares of one hundred 
dollars each ; and no assessment shall be made thereon to a 
greater amount in the whole, than one hundred dollars on 
each share. 

ISect. 4. The legislature may, after five years from the 
time when said railroad shall be opened for use, from time 
to tune, reduce the rates of toll or profits upon said road ; 
but the same shall not be so reduced without the consent of 
said company, as that the net profits of said road shall yield 
less than ten per centum per annum to the stockholders. 

Sect. 5. If the location of said railroad shall not be 
filed according to law, within two years, or if the said rail- 
road shall not be constructed within three years from the 
passage of this act, the same shall be void. 

Sect. 6. Said corporation may contract with the owners 
of any contiguous railroad or railroads, within this State, 
or in the State of Connecticut, for the use of the whole or 
any part of such railroad or railroads, or for running aud 
operating said railroads conjointly, or for the hiring of such 
contiguous railroad or railroads, or for the leasing of their 
own road to the owners of such contiguous road or roads. 

Sect. 7. This act shall take eflfect from and after its 
[^Approved by the Governor^ May 16, 1856.] 



ChttV* 169 ^^ ^^ authorizing the release of Dower in behalf of Married Women who 
•^' are Insane. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same J as follows : 

Reieaee^'of dower Sect. 1. Whcncver any married woman, who, if she sur- 
ofirsme married ^^^^ her husbaud, would have a right of dower in his real 
estate, is, by reason of insanity, incompetent to release such 
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right, the same may, nevertheless, be eflfectually released, 
according to the provisions of this chapter. 

Sect. 2. The fact of such insanity shall be ascertained. General pro- 
and thereupon a guardian appointed, by proceedings in the "^' 
probate court, as in such cases is now provided by law ; and 
the husband, if a suitable person for the trust, may bo ap- 
pointed as such guardian. 

Sect. 3. Whenever the husband of such insane woman Proceedingswhen 

J. p . «,. i-xixi 1 husband ia dealr- 

is desirous oi conveynig any of his real estate, whether abso- ous to seu, &c. 
luteiy in lee, or only by way of mortgage, he shall petition 
the judge of probate, describing the same, asking leave that 
the dower of his wife therein may be released, and setting 
forth any facts and reasons why his prayer should be grant- 
ed ; and if, aft«r notice in some newspaper to all persons 
interested, and hearing thereon, the judge of probate shall 
be satisfied, under all the circumstances of the case, that such 
married woman would, if sane, release her right of dower in 
said real estate, he shall authorize and direct her guardian 
to make such release by joining in any deed of conveyance, 
to bo made within five years thereafter, either by such hus- 
band, or any trustee for him, and whether such deed pass 
the whole, or only separate parcels or lots of said real estate : 
provided^ nevertheless^ that such authority shall cease at any ProTiao. 
time within said five years, as to any release thereafter 
to be made, whenever the sftid guardian shall be discharged 
by the judge of probate, according to law, as no longer neces- 
sary. • 

Sect. 4. If, upon such hearing, the judge of probate subwqnent pro- 
shall deem it proper, under all the circumstances of the case, ^®®*"°^- 
that some portion of the proceeds of such real estate, or of 
any sum loaned on mortgage thereof, should be reserved for 
the use of such married woman, he may order that a certain 
sum, not exceeding thirty-three and one-third per cent, of 
the net amount of such proceeds, or sum actually to be real- 
ized from such sale or mortgage, exclusive of any incum- 
brance then existing on said estate, shall be set aside, and 
paid over to such guardian, to be invested and held by him 
for the benefit of such married woman, in case she shall 
survive her husband, the income of such sum, nevertheless, 
to be received and enjoyed by such husband during the life 
of his wife, or until otherwise ordered by the judge of pro- 
bate, upon good cause shown to him ; and the principal to 
be his, in case he survives her, and to be paid over to him 
accordingly. 

Sect. 5. If the husband of any such insane woman shall J[j>»*«» ^ ~^ 
have conveyed, before the passing of this act, or shall hereafter bui^pmSS^ 
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convey, tiuj real estate in trust, without the power of revo- 
cation, aijd in such conveyance there shall be made proWsion 
for his wife, which, in the opinion of the judge of probate, to 
be certified on petition, notice and hearing, as aforesaid, 
shall be sufficient in lieu of dower therein, the trustee in 
such conveyance shall be authorized to pass title to such real 
estate free from all right of dower. 
GmijdiaM^to^join Sect. 6. If, in any such conveyance mentioned in the 
or in certain cMe^ prcccdiug scction, of any property, there shall be made pro- 
vision sufficient, in the opinion of the judge of probate, to be 
certified as aforesaid, in lieu of dower of such insane woman 
in all the real estate owned by her husband at the date of 
the petition, or in any particular portions thereof, her guar- 
dian shall be authorized to release her dower in all such real 
estate, or in such particular portions thereof, by joining in 
any deed of conveyance of the same. 
dJTthil^M?"" Sect. 7. All the proceedings contemplated under this 
wherotobeheid. act, in the probatc court, shall be had in the county where 
the husband of such insane woman resides, if an inhabitant 
of this Commonwealth, and if not, then in some one county 
ordert or de- whcrc any of his real estate is situated ; and a certified copy 
cS^ed^ ^ "^ of all final orders or decrees therein, shall be recorded in the 
registry of deeds in every county where the conveyance of 
the real estate, dower in which is released under this act, is 
recorded. [Approved by the Governor , May 16, 1856.] 

Chap. 170 An Act in relation to the Court of Common Pleas in and fot the County of 

Middlesex. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Term of c. c. Sect. 1. Thc term of the court of common pleas for the 

piMuiaii unhod. ^Q^j^^y Qf Middlesex, now holden at Concord, in said county, 
on the second Monday of March of each year, shall here- 
after be holden at Lowell, in said county,*on the second 
Monday of March annually. 

s«une. Sect. 2. The term of said court of common pleas for 

said county, now holden at Concord, in said coimty of Mid- 
dlesex, on the second Monday of June, annually, shall here- 
after be holden at said Concord, on the first Monday of June, 
annually. 

jnwmtotake Sect. 3. This act shall take eflTect on the first Monday of 
September next. [^Approved by the Governor, May 16, 
1866.] 
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An Act concerning State Paupers. Chap. 171 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives^ in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the samey as follows : 

Sect. 1. The board of alien commissioners shall pre-commiMionertto 
scribe the form of the certificate required in the fifth section SJSSSif^/' 
of the two hundred and seventy-fifth chapter of the acts of 
the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-two, which 
certificate shall contain such inquiries in relation to the age, 
parentage, birthplace, former residence, and other facts 
relating to the pauper as they may judge necessary, to which Mayor »nd oT»r- 
the mayor of the city, or the overseers of tiie poor of the SS^a^S"**' 
town from which the pauper is sent, shall render true 
answers as far as they are able, before said pauper shall be 
received into cither of the State almshouses. The several ^^^ ^ *^- 
cities and towns shall be furnished with blank forms of said 
certificate by the secretary of the Commonwealth. 

Sect. 2. In case any person, not having a legal settle- ProTWon for parv 
ment in this Commonwealth, shall fall into distress in any 5^ wtttJmo^ 
city or town, and cannot be removed, by reason of sickness 
or other disability, in the opinion of 'the officers in such city 
or town who may^have such duty to perform, they shall 
notify the alien commissioners, who shall, if they deem it 
expedient, request the attending physician of the nearest 
Stato almshouse to visit said person ; and if, in his opinion, 
the person cannot be safely or properly removed, then the 
city or town providing for said pauper shall be entitled to 
such a sum, not exceeding three dollars per week, for the 
board and care of said pauper, as the alien commissioners 
shall deem to be just and right. No city or town shall No expeiweai. 
receive pay foi* the support of any pauper as aforesaid, for notice.^ " 
any expense incurred prior to the mailing of said notice. 

Sect. 3. The several cities and towns in the Common- citkawwi towns 
wealth shall have the right, at their own expense, to send to ^. Jnder'^i- 
one of the State almshouses, all paupers not having a settle- J^io^.*"^" 
ment within the Commonwealth, as directed in the third 
section of the two hundred and seventy-fifth chapter of the 
acts of the year eighteen hundred and fifty-two, except as 
hereinafter provided. The alien commissioners shall have 
power to direct the mayor of any city, or the overseers of 
the poor of any town, to send such paupers to either of the 
State almshouses, as, in their judgment, the interests of the 
Gonmion wealth may require : provided ^ however ^ that if any proTi»o. 
city or town is required to send their paupers to a greater 

13 
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distance than is required in the act aforesaid, the necessary 
additional expense shall be paid by the Commonwealth. 
AetsrepMied. Sect. 4. Tho four hundred and twelfth chapter, and the 
first and second sections of the four hundred forty-fifth 
chapter of the acts of the year one thousand eight hundred 
and fifty-five, and all other acts inconsistent with this act, 
are hereby repealed. 

Sect. 5. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. [Approved by the Governor^ May 16, 1856.] 

Chuj), 172 ^^ ^^ concerning the Police Court of the City of Worcester. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives^ in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same^ as follows : 

Salary of clerk. Sect. 1. The clcrk of thc policc court of the city of 
Worcester shall receive a sum not exceeding seven hundred 
dollars per annum, for his services as clerk. 

Salary of clerk ^ECT. 2. In casc of the sickucss or absence of the stand- 

prot«*ni. jj^g clerk, the clerk pro tempore, appointed by the justice of 

said police court, shall* be allowed and paid a pro rata com- 
pensation for his services. ♦ 

Duty of clerk. Sect. 3. It shall bc the duty of the clerk to attend every 
court held by the justices of the police court, or either of 
them, and to record all proceedings therein had, and to make 
out all warrants and processes which the said justices, or 
either of them, may order. 

Partial repeal. Sect. 4. So much of the fourth scctiou of the act passed 
in the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-one, chap- 
ter two hundred and sixty-eight, as relates to the compen- 
sation of the clerk of the police court of Worcester, is 
hereby repealed. 

Sect. 6. This act shall take eflfect from and after its pas- 
sage. [Approved by the Governor, May 16, 1856.] 

Chap. 1 73 An Act concerning the Election of Clerks of Courts and other County Officers. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

SSSSTofli^?*" Sect. 1. At the annual election in November, in the 
^^7 ' year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-six, and at the 
annual election in November of every third year thereafter, 
the legal voters of the several cities and towns in each 
county shall choose, by ballot, the commissioners of insolv- 
ency, sheriffs, and registers of probate for the several coun- 
ties ; they shall also choose, in the same manner, the district- 
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attorneys in their several districts, for the administration of 
criminal law; and also the Commonwealth's attorney for 
the county of Suffolk, who shall severally hold their respec- 
tive offices according to the provisions of this act, herein- 
after set forth. 

Sect. 2. At the annual election in November, in the Jj!^^J^o'ci«rk» 
year one thousand eight himdred and fifty-six, and at the ** ~ 
annual election in November of every fifth year thereafter, 
the legal voters of the several cities and towns in each 
county, excepting in the county of Suffolk, shall choose by 
ballot for their respective counties, a clerk, who shall act as 
clerk of the supreme judicial court, and the court of com- 
mon pleas, within and for the county for which he shall be 
chosen ; and at the same time the legal voters of the county 
of Suffolk shall choose by ballot for said county of Sufi*olk, 
a clerk of the supreme judicial court, a clerk of the supe- 
rior court, and a clerk of the municipal court of said county. 

Sect. 3. At said elections the votes shall be sorted ^^^Y?^^^^^^ 
counted by the selectmen of the towns, and by the wardens dwiaSTtion ' *° 
and ward clerks of the cities, in open town and ward meet- "***** ^^' 
ings, and public declaration made thereof at such meetings. 
The names of all persons voted for, and the number of votes 
received by each person, and the title of the office for which 
he is proposed, shall be entered by the town clerks in the 
town records, and by the ward clerks in the ward records, 
in words at length ; and the said ward clerks shall, forth- 
with, deliver to the city clerks certified copies of such 
records, who shall forthwith enter the same in the city 
records. The said town and city clerks shall, within ten Tob© returned to 
days from the day of said election, transmit, under seal, J!^'^^t?i?ten 
atte&tod copies of the records so by them made, to the secre- ^*^- 
tajy of the Commonwealth, and the secretary shall lay the 
said returns before the governor and council. 

Sect. 4. The governor and council shall receive and ex- Governor and 
amine such returns ; Jmd if, upon such examination, it shall Screuiraii, 
appear that any persoii qualified for the office for which he *^*'' 
was proposed, has bee i legally elected thereto, the governor 
shall forth witli transmit to the person chosen, a certiQcate of 
such choice, signed by the governor, and countersigned by 
the secretary of the Commonwealth ; but, in case of a fail- 
ure to elect either of said officers, on the days in November 
aforesaid, the governor shall, by proclamation, declare 
such failure to elect, and order a new election ; and the 
manner of the election, the return of the votes, and the 
declaration of election, shall be such as are herein before 
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specified: and the governor shall continue to order new 
elections until a choice is effected. 

Sect. 5. The commissioners of insolvency, sheriflFs, reg- 
isters of probate, district-attorneys, and Commonwealth's 
attorney for the county of Suffolk, elected under the provi- 
sions of this act, shall hold their offices respectively for the 
term of three years from the first Wednesday of January 
next following said annual election in November, excepting 
as hereinafter provided. 

Sect. 6. The clerks of the courts, elected under the pro- 
visions of this act, shall hold their offices, respectively, for 
the term of five years from the first Wednesday of January 
next following said annual election in November, excepting 
as hereinafter provided. 

Sect. 7. The justices of the supreme judicial court, or 
a majority of them, shall have power to remove the clerks 
of said court in any county, whenever, in their judgment, 
the public good shall so require ; and on bill, petition, or 
other proper process, said justices, or a majority of them, 
shall have power to remove from office, any clerk of the 
court of common pleas, or of the superior or municipal 
courts of the county of Sufiblk, and any commissioner of 
insolvency, sheriff, register of probate, and district-attorney, 
or Commonwealth's attorney for the county of Suffolk, if 
sufficient cause shall be shown therefor, and it shall appear 
that the public good so requires ; and a summary hearing 
may be had before said justices, or a majority of them, upon 
said bill, petition, or other proper process, in term time or 
vacation. 

Sect. 8. In case a vacancy shall, from any cause, occur 
in either of said offices of . commissioners of insolvency, 
sheriffs, registers of probate, district-attorneys, or Common- 
wealth's attorney in the county of Sufiblk, the governor, 
with the advice and consent of his council, may appoint a 
suitable pei'son to fill such office, who shall hold the same 
imtil the annual election in November next thereafter, or 
until another is chosen or appointed in his stead ; and at 
said annual election thereafter, an election by ballot shall 
be had to fill said office, for such unexpired term as may 
exist, in the same manner as is herein before provided by 
this act, for the election of said officers. 

Sect. 9. In case a vacancy shall, from any cause, occur 
in the office of any of the clerks of courts herein before 
mentioned, the judges of the said several courts, or a major- 
ity of the same, may appoint a suitable person to fill such 
office, who shall hold the same imtil the ajuxual election in 
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November next thereafter, or until another is chosen or 
appointed in his stead; and at said annual election next 
thereafter, an election by ballot shall bo had, to fiU said office 
for such unexpired term as may exist, in the same m inner as is 
herein before provided for the election of said clerks. 

Sect. 10. All laws in force, in relation to the duties of Duty of town and 
town and city officers and voters, in the election of p;overnor,^JJ«oMr&c/" 
senators and representatives of this Commonwealth, shall, 
as far as the same may be applicable, apply and be in force 
in regard to meetings and elections to be held, and the 
returns to be made under the provisions of this act, respect- 
ing the choice of commissioners of insolvency, sheriffs, reg- 
isters of probate, district-attorneys, the Commonwealth's 
attorney for the county of SuflFolk, and the clerks of the 
several courts ; and the like penalties shall be incurred for 
a violation thereof. [Approved by the Governor^ May IG, 
1856.] 



An Act in addition to an Act concerning Mortgages of Personal Property. Chcip, 1 74 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the atithority of 
the same, as follotos : 

In all mortgages of personal property, when the mortgagor ?roceoding8 in 
shall have removed beyond the limits of this Commonwealth, mJ^^'^f ^r- 
and there shall be no attorney, assignee, or other legal repre-""** property- 
sentative of the mortgagor, and no person in possession of 
the mortgaged property, claiming the same, known to the 
mortgagee, upon whom notice of intention to foreclose can 
be served under the provisions of the seventy-second chapter 
of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and forty-three, the 
notice therein provided may be given by a publication of the 
notice of foreclosure at least once a week, for three several 
weeks, the first publication to be not less than sixty days 
previous to the foreclosure, and the last within one week of 
the time appointed therefor ; the said publication to be made ^^^^^l^ ^ *^® 
in one of the principal newspapers of the cities or towns 
where, by law, the said notice is to be recorded ; and if there 
be no paper published in such cities or towns, then in one of 
the principal newspapers in the county or counties where 
such property is situated ; and to be also recorded in the 
city or town clerk's office, as provided in said statute. [Ap- 
proved by the Governor, May 21, 1856.] 
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Chap, 175 Ajt AcrmadditioatoMi ActtDMCBrpor ate tfaePWprietooof tfaeCityHotd, 

m Worcester. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tires, in Generat Comrt assembled^ and by the authority of 
the samey asfoUours: 

Sect. 1. The last proviso in the first section of the three 
hondred and forty-first chapter of the acts passed in the year 
one thousand eight hundred and fifty-three, which proviso 
begins with the words " and provided, further," and contin- 
ues through said first section, is hereby repealed. 

Sect. 2. The said corporation may hold real and pe^ 

2^d8ieo^.*'' sonal estate to an amount not exceeding one hundred and 
sixty thousand dollars. 

nuttdmccd. Sect. 3. The said corporation is hereby authorized to 
change its name, and take the name of the *•' Proprietors of 
the Bay State House." 

iciMModsd. Sect. 4. The first section of chapter four himdred and 
seventeen, of the acts passed in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty-five, is hereby amended so that the word 
" fortieth," in tha first line, shall read " forty-first." \_Ap- 
proved by the Governor, May 21, 1856.] 

Chap, 176 "^ ^^ ^ ^^ Pieserradon of Fish in Boxzard's Baj, within the Towns of 
^* Sandwich and Wareham. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives j in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same^ as follows : 

Seine fiihfaig Urn- Sect. 1. No pcrsou shall sct, draw, or stretch, any seine 
or net, for the purpose of taking any fish, except blue fish, 
in the bays, harbors, ponds, rivers, or creeks, of the waters 
of Buzzard's Bay, within one mile from the shore, and within 
the jurisdiction of the towns of Sandwich and Wareham. 

spedaj limit from Sect. 2. From the first day of April until the first day of 
*^ ^' July, inclusive, it shall be unlawful for any person to take 
more than one hundred pounds per week, of lobster, tautog, 
bass, or scuppaug, within tlie waters aforesaid. 

PenaUffoTTi- Sect. 3. Any person violating the provisions of this act, 

oiatiDg,&c. ^^ either of them, shall be subject to a penalty }f not more 
than fifty dollars ; one-half to the complainant, and remain- 
der to the towns in whose jurisdiction the ofience was com- 
mitted. 

HowwcoTwed. Sect. 4. The penalties above provided for, may be sued 
for and recovered in an action of contract, or an action of 
tort, in any court proper to' try the same, upon complaint of 
the selectmen, or any legal^voter of the^towns of Sandwich 
or Wareham. 
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Sect. 6. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. lApproved by the Governor ^ May 24, 1856.] 

An Act oonceming the Salary of the Register of Probate for the County of Chap. 177 

Dukes County. ^* 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tives^ in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the samCj as follows : 

Sect. 1. The register of probate for the county of Dukes ^^l^ "*»*>- 
County, shall receive for his services an annual salary of the 
sum of two hundred and seventy-five dollars. 

Sect. 2. Said salary shall commence on the first day of^'*^*"*''*'^^^- 
July next, and be paid in equal quarterly payments, out of 
the treasury of the Commonwealth, on the first days of 
October, January, April and July, in every year. 

Sect. 8. All acts and parts of acts, inconsistent with the inconabtent mib 
provisions of this act, are hereby repealed. \_Approved fry"*****^*' 
the Governor^ May 24, 1856.] 

An Act in addition to an Act to incorporate the S. P. Ruggles Power Press ChdV. 178 
Manufacturing Company. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives^ in General Court assembled^ and by the autlwrity of 
the same^ as follows : 

Sect. 1. The S. P. Ruggles Power Press Manufacturing Addiuonai 
Company, in addition to its present powers, is hereby au- ^^'^' 
thorized to manufacture printing presses, and other ma- 
chinery, in the county of Norfolk. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take efiect from and after its 
passage. [^Approved by the Governor, May 24, 1856.] 

Ajf Act to repeal chapter two hundred and eighty- three of the Statutes of the Chup, 179 
year eighteen hundred and finy-three. -^ 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tivesy in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. The two hundred and eighty-third chapter of ^c*"?*'^®*' 
the statutes of the year eighteen hundred and fifty-three, is 
hereby repealed. 

Sect. 2. This act shall not affect any suits or complaints Not^to a«Mt 
now pending. [Approved by Me Governor, May 24, lb66.J ^° ** ' 
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Chap, 1 80 An Act to authorize the Hampshire and ELampden Railroad Corporatioii to 

extend their Railroad. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives^ in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same J as follows : 

Sect. 1. The Hampshire and Hampden Railroad Corpo- 
ration are hereby authorized to extend their railroad, within 
two years from the passage of this act, from the crossing of 
Pleasant Street, in the village of Northampton, in a north- 
easterly direction, over the lands of tlic Connecticut River 
Railroad Company, to tlie south end of a new passeu- 
ger-house to be owned in common by the Hampshire and 
Hampden Railroad Corporation and the Connecticut River 
Railroad Company, on a line agreed upon by the said corpora- 
tions, which lino begins near the crossing of Pleasant Street, 
in the i)resent location of the said Hampshire and Hampden 
Railroad Corporation, and ruiming thence north-easterly, 
on a curve to the left, of four hundred and forty feet radius, 
about seven hundred feet, to a point situated one hundred 
and eighty-three feet northerly from the- north-west corner 
of the present passenger-house of the Connecticut River 
Railroad Company, and thirty-seven and one-half feet west- 
erly from the centre of the main track of tlu? Connecticut 
River Railroad, and thence northerly, parallel to the afore- 
said main track, one hundred and eighty-one feet, to the 
south end of the new passenger-house aforesaid. And the 
Hampshire and Hampden Railroad Corporation are further 
authorized to construct a branch track, leading southerljr 
from the aforesaid extension track, to unite with a branch 
track of the Connecticut River Railroad, between the freight 
and passenger-houses of the last named company : provided y 
hov)cver^ that the Hampshire and Hampden Railroad Corpo- 
ration shall, before they commence the extension of their 
railroad, authorized by this act, purchase the lot of land 
known as the '' Strong Lot," and erect thereon and on the 
adjoining lands of the Connecticut River Railroad Company, 
the new passenger-house above mentioned, of dimensions 
and style adapted to the requirements of the passenger busi- 
ness of the two corporations, and shall pay to the Connecti- 
cut River Railroad Company the cost of removing such of 
their wood-sheds, car-houses, water fixtures, tracks and other 
appurtenances, as it may ba|pme necessary to move in con- 
sequence of the change in xlie location of their passenger- 
house, 
c. c. Pleas to Sect. 2. lu casc of disagreement between the two cor- 
JioMn*iS"*SlJi porations above named, as to the necessity of the removal at 
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the cost of the said Hampshire and Hampden Railroad Cor- of i 
poration, as provided in the preceding section, of any of the **' 
wood-sheds, car-houses, water-fixtures, tracks, or other ap- 
purtenances of the Connecticut River Railroad Company, or 
the cost of such work, or as to the dimensions and style of 
the passenger-house to be erected, as aforesaid, or as to 
what portions of the land occupied by the said corporations, 
shall be held in severalty by each of said corporations, and 
as to what portions of said land shall be held by the said 
corporations in common ; or as to what amount or amounts 
shall be paid, by either of the said corporations, to the other, 
for any land, the property of one of said corporations, taken 
by the other, under the authority conferred by this act, or 
purchased by one of said corporations, for the use of both 
of the said companies, the court of common pleas for the 
county of Hampshire, or any judge of the same, may, upon 
the petition of either of said corporations, name and appoint 
three capable and disinterested persons as commissioners, to 
determine the questions in dispute between the said corpo- 
rations ; and either party, if dissatisfied with the decision of MtherpMtymaj 
said commissioners, as to the amount to be paid by either Qf *pp^J^**'J°^- 
said corporations, to the other, for any land or other prop- 
erty of one of said corporations, taken by the other under 
the authority conferred by this act, may apply for a jury to 
assess the damages, in the manner provided in the thirty- 
ninth chapter of the Revised Statutes. 

Sect. 3. When the tracks authorized to be laid by the 2^n***JJ3J; 
first section of this act, and described in said section, shall completed, 
have been located and constructed, in accordance with the 
provisions of this act, they shall be deemed and taken to be 
a part of the Hampshire and Hampden Railroad, and shall 
be protected by its charter, as fully as they would have been 
if located and constructed within the time prescribed in said 
charter; and the said charter is hereby ratified and con- 
firmed, and declared to be in full force and eflFect, notwith- 
standing the failure of the said corporation to complete their 
road within the time prescribed in said charter. ^Approved 
by the Oovemor, Map 24, 1866.] 

Ax Act in addition to an Act coBoeming Agriooltural Societies which receive QJiQp^ 131 
the Bounty of the State. ^* 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tivesj in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same J as follows : 

Sect. 1. No incorporated agricultural society, receiving Award of premi- 
the bounty of the State according to the provisions of chap- CToLrSi^MM. 

14 
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ter forty-two of the Revised Statutes, shall distribute any 
part thereof to any person for any animal or article for 
which a premium shall be awarded, unless such animal or 
article shall be produced within the limits of such agricul- 
tural society, or such animal has been owned and kept within 
the limits of such society, by the person to whom such pre- 
mium shall be awarded, for the term of three months, at 
least, next preceding the award of such premium. And no 
animal for which a premium shall be awarded to the owner, 
by any incorporated agricultural society receiving the bounty 
of the State, shall at any time thereafter, be considered a 
subject for any further premium of such society, except it 
be for qualities diflFerent from those for which the former 
premium was awarded, or for a higher premium : provided^ 
however^ that nothing in this act shall affect, restrain or 
limit a competitor for premiums offered by the Massachusetts 
Society for the Promotion of Agriculture, to be awarded 
within the incorporated county agricultural societies, but 
such premiums shall be subject to tlie rules and regulations 
to be prescribed by the trustees of said Massachusetts So- 
ciety. 
^^^ ^^ Sect. 2. No incorporated agricultural society receiving 

Sot to*lwSwi the bounty of the State, which shall hereafter disregard the 
bounty. prohibitions of this act, shall be entitled to receive any part 

of said bounty for that year. 
AotreiMAied. Sect. 3. Chapter two hundred and ninety-six of the acts 

of the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five, enti- 
tled an act concerning agricultural societies which receive 
the bounty of the State, is hereby repealed. [Approved by 
the Governor, May 24, 1856.] 

Chap. 182 Aw Act concerning the Boston and Roxbury MOl Corporation. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Toiif MtabUiiMd. Sect. 1. The Boston and Roxbury Mill Corporation shall 
have the right to demand and receive upon the- Western 
Avenue, instead of the tolls heretofore established, the tolls 
now by law established upon the bridges of the Hancock 

ProTiM. Free Bridge Corporation : provided, that this act shall not 

extend the time allowed by their present obligations to the 
Commonwealth, or any other party. 

When to take Sect. 2 This act shall not take efiect until it shall have 

****• been accepted by sard corporation, at a meeting called for 

that purpose. [Approved by the Governor, May 24, 1866.] 
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Ak Act to anthoriM the First Congregational Pariah in West Cambridge to Chctp, 1 83 

enclose their Land. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tives^ in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1 The First Congregational Parish in the town of Mjynciow 
West Cambridge are hereby authorized and empowered to ' 
enclose the land belonging to said parish, and to make such 
change in the roads and ways by which said land is tra- 
versed as they may think proper, and as shall be approved 
by the selectmen, or a majority thereof, of said town : /?ro- ptotIso. 
tided, that there shall be reserved to Nathan Robbins, his 
heirs and assigns, a way two rods in width, upon and over 
said land, and extending along the easterly line of his estate, 
from Main Street to the wall of the burial ground ; he not 
being authorized hereby to remove any shed now on said 
way without the consent of the owner thereof. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. {^Approved by the Governor, May 24, 1856.] 

An Act in addition to an Act in relation to Law Library Associations. Chap. 184 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

The counsellors and attorneys at law, duly admitted to May organije 
practice in the courts of this Commonwealth, resident inutJ^yaas^ 
either of the counties, who have omitted to organize a law ^**^®°*- 
library association in their respective counties, are hereby 
authorized to organize themselves in their counties respec- 
tively, into an association, by the name of the Law Library 
Association for such county, under the like provisions, and 
with the same rights, powers and duties, as if the said asso- 
ciation had been organized within the time prescribed by 
the ninety-fourth chapter of the statutes of the year eighteen 
hundred and forty-two ; and said association, when so organ- 
ized, shall be deemed and taken to be a corporation, and 
entitled to all the privileges, and subject to all the provisions 
applicable to law library associations, created under, and 
pursuant to the act aforesaid. [^Approved by the Governor, 
May 24, 1856.] 
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Chap. 185 ' -^ ^^^^ i^ rdation to Sheiifb and their Deputies. 

Be it enacted by the SeruUe and House of Representor 
iives, in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same J as follows: 

VMfortraTei. Every sheriff and deputy-sheriff who shall attend on any 
court of record, or at any meeting of the county commis- 
sioners, by their order, shall be allowed for his travel, out 
and home, four cents a mile, once during each week that 
they may be in attendance. [Approved by the Governor^ 
May 24, 1856.] 

Chat>. 186 "^^ '^^ concerning Idle and Disorderlj Persons. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tiveSy in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the samCy as follows : 

Aetdefined. The words "idle and disorderly persons," in the fifth 

section of the one hundred and forty-third chapter of the 
Revised Statutes, shall be held to include all persons, who 
neglect all lawful business, and habitually misspend their 
time, by frequenting houses of ill fame, gaming-houses or 
tipling shops. [A^roved by the Governor, May 24, 1856.] 

Chap, 187 ^^ ^^ ^^ addition to an Act to incorporate the Cutting Machine Mannfac- 
■^ tnring Company. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives , in General Court assembled , and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Additioiua Sect. 1. The Cutting Machine Manufacturing Company, 

poifera. jj^ addition to their present powers, are hereby authorized to 

do repair work, and make such machines as may be con- 
nected with the manufacture and use of their cutting ma- 
chines. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. [Approved by the Governor, May 24, 1856.] 

Chap, 188 "^^ ^^ ^ enable parties in Civil Actions to be Witnesses therein. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
lives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

partiMinaetioni Parties iu all civil actions may be admitted to testify in 

m»y teBtiiy, &c. ^|^qjj. q^jj favoT, and may be called as witnesses by the oppo- 

ProTiw. site party : provided, that no party so testifying shall be 

compelled to criminate himself; and provided, also, where 

the original party to the contract, or cause of action, is dead, 
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or when an executor or administrator is a party to the suit, 
the other party Aall not be admitted to testify. [Approved 
by the Governor, May 26, 1866.] 

An Act in addition to an Act to supply the City of Worcester with Pure Chuj)* 189 

Water. ^ 

' Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- - 
tives, in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same J as follows : 

Sect. 1. The city of Worcester is hereby authorized and water, wh«re ob- 
empowered to take and convey into and through the said 
city, the waters of Kettle Brook, so called, in the south- 
westerly part of said city, the waters of the same to be taken 
from said brook at a point about two miles from the village 
of New Worcester, so called, by an aqueduct, direct into 
said city, or at a point higher up said brook, in the town of 
Leicester, and conducted by an artificial channel into Hen- 
shaw Pond, so called, in said town of Leicester, and so 
through said pond and along with the waters of said pond 
into said city ; or, take the waters of Half-way River, so 
called, in the southerly part of Worcester, from a pond 
raised by means of a dam across the valley of said river ; 
or, to take water from Mill Brook or vicinity, so called, 
in the northerly part of Worcester, or from Quinsigamond 
Pond, so called, in the easterly part of said Worcester, as 
the city council may elect, and to take and hold any water 
that may flow into any of said ponds or streams, or into and 
from either of the above water-courses, and any water-rights 
connected therewith, and any lands or estates necessary for 
the laying out and maintaining an aqueduct for conducting 
the waters from either of said sources to said city, and for 
forming reservoirs ; and may also take and hold land around May how umd, 
the margin of either of said ponds, or around any reser- 
voirs or water-sources which they may possess or create, in 
the valleys of said brooks, for the purpose of supplying the 
said city with pure water. 

Sect. 2. The said city of Worcester mc^ make and build M»y b^d aque- 
an aqueduct from either of the aforesaid sources of supply, *"^*' 
to, into and through the said city, and secure and maintain 
the same by any works suitable therefor ; may erect and 
maintain a dam or dams at the outlet of either of said ponds, 
and across the valleys of either of said brooks, at the points 
above mentioned, and at other points above the same, to 
raise and retain the waters therein; and may erect and 
maintain reservoirs, enlarge and alter water-courses, make 
and mwitain hydrants in such places as may be deemed 
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proper ; may distribute the waters through the citjj and for 
that purpose may lay down pipes through and across any 
street, road or highway, or over and across lauds to any 
buildings in said city ; may regulate the use of the water, 
and establish and fix rents or rates for the consumption and 
use thereof; and for the purposes aforesaid, the city may 
conduct said aqueduct over, under or across, or along any 
street, highway, or other way, in such manner as not to ob- 
struct travel thereon ; and may enter upon and dig up any 
such road, street or highway, by consent of the town in 
which the same may be located, for the purpose of laying 
down pipes beneath the surface of the same, and for the 
repairing thereof. 

Sect. 3. The rights, powers and authority, given by this 
act, shall be exercised by the city of Worcester, subject to 
the restrictions, duties and liabilities, herein contained, in 
such manner, and by such officers, servants and agents, as 
the city council shall, from time to time, ordain, appoint and 
direct. 

Sect. 4. For the purpose of defraying the cost of such 
land, water and water-rights so taken and held as aforesaid, 
and of constructing and maintsiining said aqueduct, reser- 
voirs and works necessary for the accomplishment of the 
end contemplated by this act, and all expenses incident 
thereto, the city council shall have authority to borrow, from 
time to time, such sums of money, and ta issue bonds, not^ 
or certificates, therefor, to be denominated on the face 
thereof, Worcester Water Scrip, to an amount not exceed- 
ing three hundred and fifty thousand dollars, bearing inter- 
whoD payable, cst uot cxcecding six per cent., payable semi-annually, and 
the principal to be made payable at periods not less than ten 
years from the date thereof; and the city council may sell 
the whole or any part of said scrip, from time to time, or 
pledge the same for money borrowed for the purposes of 
this act, on such terms and conditions as it shall deem proper. 
And the said city council is hereby further authorized to grant 
appropriations, and assess, from time to time, such sums of 
money, not exceeding in any one year the sum of ten thou- 
sand dollars, towards paying the principal of the moneys so 
borrowed, besides a sum sufficient to pay the interest thereof, 
in the same manner as moneys are appropriated and assessed 
for other city purposes. 

Sect. 5. To enable the city council to pay the interest 
as it may accrue upon said scrip, and ultimately the princi- 
pal thereof, it shall be lawful for the said council to fix and 
establish the price or rate which shall be paid for the use of 
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any part of said water, by any taker thereof in said city, 
and the same to alter, from time to time, as may be deemed 
expedient. 

Sect. 6. If any person shall wantonly or maliciously Penjity for di- 
divert the waters, or any part thereof, from any of the ponds, Tc. °* ^ ^* 
brooks, reservoirs or water-sources, which shall be taken by 
the city pursuant to the provisions of this act, or shall cor- 
rupt the same, or destroy or injure any dam, aqueduct, con- 
duit, pipe, hydrant or other property held and used by the 
city by authority and for the purpose of this act, every such 
person or persons shall forfeit and pay to the said city of 
Worcester, three times the amount of the damages that 
shall be sustained thereby, to be recovered in any proper 
action ; and upon indictment and conviction for either of 
said acts, shall be punished by a fine not exceeding one 
thousand dollars, and by imprisonment in the house of cor- 
rection of the county not exceeding one year. 

Sect. 7. All damages which may be sustained by reason |^2IS?*Md 
of the taking by said city of any of the ponds or brooks paid, 
aforementioned, or of the water thereof, or the water-rights 
connected therewith, or of diverting any portion of said 
water from its natural channel into other channels, or of 
erecting and maintaining any dam or reservoir, or digging 
up any land, street, road or highway, and entering upon the 
same for laying, repairing and maintaining pipes, conduits, 
hydrants, and other apparatus necessary thereto, shall be paid 
by the said city of Worcester to the individual or corporation 
injured, which damages shall be assessed in the same man- 
ner as is provided in the twenty-fourth chapter of the Revised 
Statutes with regard to highways. 

Sect. 8. The provisions of this act shall be void unless Act wwunij^ 
submitted to, and approved by, the voters of the city of ''^^"^ ' 
Worcester, at meetings held simultaneously for that purpose, 
in the several wards, ujx)n notice duly given, at least seven 
days before the time of holding said meetings. lApproved 
by the Governor, Map 26, 1856.] 

An Act in addition to an Act to incorporate the Worcester Coiintj Mechan- Chuv, 190 
ics' Association. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives^ in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

The Worcester County Mechanics' Association may hold Additional i«i 
real estate to an amount not exceeding fifty thousand dol- 
lars, in addition to the sum specified in the sixty-sixth chap- 
ter of the acts of the year one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty. \^Approved by the Governor, May 28, 1856.] 
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Chap, 191 -^ ^^ ^ inoorponite the Homoeopathic Medical Dispenaaiy. 

Be it enacted by the SeruUe and House of RepresetUa- 
tiveSy in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same^ as follows : 

corponoow. Sect. 1. Johii H. Willcins, Charles B. Hall, Jacob 

Sleeper, of Boston, together with their associates and suc- 
Name. cessoFs, bo, and hereby are, made a corporation by the name 

PriTiiegei, re- of the HomoBopathic Medical Dispensary; with all the powers 
•trictions, *c. ^^ J privileges, and subject to all the duties, liabilities and 
restrictions set forth in the forty-fourth chapter of the Re- 
vised Statutes. 
M*y hold and di«- Sect. 2. Said Corporation are hereby authorized to make 
JSoSLwite?** purchases, and receive grants and donations* of real and 
personal estate, and to hold and manage, and to dispose of 
the same, as may be deemed best by this corporation, for the 
better fulfilment of the charitable purposes aforesaid : pro- 
PwTiso. vided^ that said real and personal estate shall not exceed in 

value the sum of fifty thousand dollars. 

Sect. 3. This act shall take efiect from and after its 
passage. [Approved by the Governor^ May 28, 1856.] 

Chap, 192 -^ -^^ ^ authorize David Low to extend the Wharf belonging to the heirs 
^* of George Parkhocgt, deceased. 

Be it enacted by the Senate^ and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

May extend Sect. 1. David Low is hereby authorized to extend the 

wharf iaGiouce8.^jj^^|. b^^Qi^girig to the hcirs of Goorgc Parkhurst, deceased, 

in the " upper cove " in the harbor of Gloucester, fifty feet 
Rigfate, &e. from that wharf as it now is ; and he shall have the right to 

lay vessels at the end and sides of the said wharf, and 
proTiM. receive wharfage and dockage therefor : provided, that this 

act shall in no wise impair the legal rights of any person 

whatever. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take efiect from and after its 

passage. [Approved by the Governor, May 28, 1856.] 

Chat) 193 '^ -^^ ^ authorise Benjamin U. Breitt and Barnabas S. Young to buHd a 
^' Wharf. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the aul/iority of 
the same, as follows : 

Wharf in Well- Bcnjamiu H. Breitt and Barnabas S. Yoimg are hereby 

****** authorized to build and maintain a wharf from the north 

side of Great Island, so called, in the town of Wellfleet, 
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and to extend the same two hundred feet from high-water 
mark: provided^ however^ that the said wharf shall notPrortoo. 
extend into the channel, so as to obstruct the navigation of 
said channel ; and they shall have the right to lay vessels at RSffatt, fte. 
the end and sides of said wharf, and to receive wharfage 
and dockage therefor : provided^ that this act shall, in no ProTtoo. 
wise, interfere with the legal rights of any person or persons 
whatever; and provided^ further^ theit this grant shall not ProTid«d,ftir- 
cxtend beyond the first day of March, in the year one thou- "**• 
sand eight hundred and sixty-one. lApproved by the Gov- 
ernor, May 28, 1856.] 

Air Act authoflzisg the Fitchburg Gas Company to supply the Inhabitants of ChdlO. 194 
Fitchburg with Water. -^' 

Be ii enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
lives J in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

The Fitchburg Gas Company are hereby authorized to OMoomp«iy 
supply the inhabitants of Fitchburg with water, by means of SJUir.'SK?^ 
aqueducts, and may establish rents therefor ; and for that 
purpose, said company shall have the same powers, and be 
subject to all the duties, restrictions and liabilities, in laying PriTUecM, n- 
down pipes for the conveyance of water, that they now have, ■*^**®°*' **• 
or are subject to, by virtue of their charter, in laying down 
pipes for the conveyance of gas. {^Approved by the Gov- 
ernor, May 28, 1856.] 

All Act to incorporate the Boston and North Cambridge Omnibus Company. Chap, 195 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows: 

Sect. 1. Lewis Putnam, Henry A. Snow, Joseph A. oorporaton. 
Bruce, their associates and successors, are hereby made a 
corporation by the name of " The Boston and North Cam- nmm. 
bridge Omnibus Company," for the purpose of maintaining PurpoM. 
and running a line of omnibuses between the city of Boston 
and the northerly part of the city of Cambridge, through the priTikfw, r%- 
town of Somerville, for the conveyance of passengers ; with ■*'*^'»*» **• 
all the powers and privileges, and subject to all the duties, 
restrictions and liabilities, set forth in the forty-fourth chap- 
ter of the Revised Statutes. 

Sect. 2. Said corporation may hold real estate and per- ReaiandpjMoiua 
sonal property to an amount not exceeding twenty thousand **'*'•' •**'^ 
dollars, and the whole capital stock shall not exceed the whoie capital, 
amount of thirty thousand dollars. ^'^' 

15 
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Sect. 8. This act shall take eflFect from and after its 
passage. [^Approved by the Governor ^ May 28, 1856.] 

Chap* 196 ^^ ^^ to authorise the Selectmen of Wellfleet to build a Bridge. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represenia- 
tives^ in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. The selectmen of the town of Wellfleet are 
hereby authorized and empowered to construct a bridge 
across the north-east arm of Duck Creek, in said town, from 
Hamblen's Island, so called, to some point eabtward of the 
wharf of Timothy A. Daniels, the same being above naviga- 
tion on said creek. 

Sect. 2. The said selectmen of Wellfleet shall lay out 
and finish said bridge within two years from the passage 
of this act. 

Sect. 3. This act shall take cfiect from and after its 
[^Approved by the Governor, May 28, 1856.] 
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Lfhap, 197 An Act to incorporate the Boston Inland Mutual Insurance Company. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Caleb Stetson, Samuel Lawrence, James C. Converse, 
their associates and successors, are hereby made a corpora- 
tion by the name of the Boston Inland Mutual Insurance 
Company, to be established in Boston, and to continue for 
the term of twenty years, for the purpose of making insur- 
ance, on the mutual principle, against losses by fire and all 
marine risks, as well as against all inland navigation and 
transportation risks, upon goods, wares, merchandise and 
all other property to be transported from or to any place 
within this Commonwealth, to or from any and all places 
within the United States or the Canadas, with power also to 
contract for and insure the true and safe delivery of the 
same within such time and upon such terms as may be fixed 
by any agreement made by said corporation ; with all the 
poWei^s and privileges, and subject to all the duties, restric- 
tions and liabilities, set forth in the thirty-seventh and 
forty-fourth chapters of the Revised Statutes, and in all 
statutes which have since been passed, or which may here- 
after be passed, relating to mutual fire and marine insurance 
companies. [Approved by the Governor, May 28, 1856.] 
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Air Act to inoorporate the South Beading Hotel Company. CflOp. 198 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives^ in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
tlie same, as follows: 

Sect. 1. E. G. Stevens, B. W. Robinson, James M. corporaton. 
Stone, their associates and successors, are hereby made a 
corporation under the name of the " South Reading Hotel Name. 
Company," for the purpose of erecting a hotel in the town FurpoM. 
of South Reading, and maintaining such public house and 
the improvements connected therewith ; and for these P^^^^^KS^^'J*" 
lK)ses, shall have all tlie powers and privileges, and be sub- ' 

ject to all the duties, restrictions and liabilities set forth in 
the forty-fourth chapter of the Revised Statutes : provided, Pro^tao. 
that the said corporation shall not carry on the business of 
hotel-keeping, or be in any way interested in such business. 

Sect. 2. The whole amount of real and personal estate, SSie^s^m*^ 
or capital stock, which said corporation may hold for the 
purposes aforesaid, shall not exceed forty thousand dollars 
in value. {^Approved by the Governor, May 28, 1856.] 

Am Act to change the Name oF the Female Medical Education Society to New Chop, 199 
England Female Medical CoUege, and to reorganise the same. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
lives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. The name of the Female Medical Education Namechangwi. 
Society, shall hereafter be New England Female Medical 
College. 

Sect. 2. All the government and business of said col- GoTwmment of 
lege shall be conducted by a board of trustees, consisting of *^"*^' 
twenty members. The present directors, to wit, — John S. 
Tyler, Benjamin C. Clark, Samuel E. Sewall, Adam W. 
Thaxter, Jr., Dexter S. King, Jolm P. Jewett and Samuel 
Gregory, shall be trustees till others are chosen in their 
stead. 

Sect. 8. At the first meeting of the above named seven choiwof tnw- 
trustees of said college, they shall choose thirteen persons *^- 
to complete the board of trustees. When the number of 
twenty is thus completed, they shall be divided, by lot, into 
five classes of four each, whose terms of office shall succes- 
sively expire in one, two, three, four and five years ; and at 
the end of each year four trustees shall be chosen, for five 
years, tlie choice to be made by the sixteen trustees remain- 
ing in office. 

Sect. 4. The trustees shall have power to fill all vacan- Pow«woftnu. 
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cies, occurring from any cause, in their board ; to elect a 
president, secretary, treasilrer, and such other officers as 
they may consider necessary ; to make by-laws ; to appoint 
professors, who shall constitute a medical faculty ; and to 
confer the usual degree of doctor of medicine. 
m»ntotok6 Sect. 5. This act shall take effect as soon as the same 
shall have been accepted at a meeting of the Female Medi- 
cal Education Society, called for the purpose ; of which 
meeting notice shall be given by said directors, by publish- 
ing a call for the meeting in not less than three of the news- 
papers printed in Boston, at least six days before the meeting. 
^Approved by the Governor^ May 28, 1856.] 

Chap, 200 ^^ -^CT to authorize the Directors of Liberty Hall Assodatioii to pmtshase 
"^ and hold additional Real Estate. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representct- 
tiveSy in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the samCy as follows: 

Diiwston author- Sect. 1. The Dircctors of Liberty Hall Association, in 
SittoJKa^ the city of New Bedford, are authorized to purchase real 
^^^ estate for the purposes of said association, to an amount not 

Nottoexcewi cxcceding ten thousand dollars, to be held by the proprietors 
fio,ooo. ^f gj^j^j association, in common with the other property be- 

longing to said association ; and they may raise money for 
the same by assessments on the members, and collect the 
same in the same manner as provided by the forty-third 
chapter of the Revised Statutes, for raising money for other 
purposes by associations organized under that chapter. 
N^fajueSBot Sect. 2. This act shall not take effect unless duly ap- 
* * proved by the proprietors of Liberty Hall Association, at a 
meeting duly called for that purpose. [Approved by the 
Governor^ May 28, 1856.] 

Chap, 201 '^ '^^ ^ incorporate the West Roxbury Railroad Company. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representee 
tiveSj in General Court assembledj and by the authority of 
the samcy as follows : 

oorpowton. Sect. 1. Stephen M. Weld, William Wellington, Jr., 

and John Gardner Weld, their associates and successors, 

are hereby made a corporation by the name and title of the 

Power to con- Wcst Roxbury Railroad Company ; with power to con- 

•troc way. g^j.^^^^ maintain and use a railway or railways, with conve- 

LocatioQ. nient single or double tracks, from such point or points of 

the town of West Roxbury, upon and over the streets or 

highways therein, to the line separating said town from the 
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city of Roxbury, as shall be, from time to time, fixed and 
determined by vote of the selectmen of said town, and 
assented to in writing by said corporation ; and at said line 
to connect with the Metropolitan Kailroad Company, at such 
points as may be agreed upon, in writing, between two said 
railroad companies, and assented to by a vote of the mayor 
and aldermen of said city of Roxbury : provided^ that all ptotIbo. 
tracks of said railroads shall be laid at such distances 
from the sidewalks in said town, as the selectmen thereof 
shall, in their orders fixing the routes of said railroad, 
determine to be for the public safety and convenience : 
provided^ further^ that before the location or construction Proridod, ibr- 
of any track in any street, the selectmen of said town shall 
give notice to the abutters thereon fourteen days, at least, 
before the hearing, that they may show cause, if any there 
be, why said track shall not be so located and constructed ; 
and said corporation shall have power to fix, from time to 
time, such rates of compensation for transporting persons or 
property thereon, as they may think expedient, and be sub- 
ject to all the duties, restrictions and liabilities, and entitled 
to all the rights and privileges, prescribed by the forty-fourth 
chapter of the Revised Statutes : provided^ however^ that Provided, how- 
nothing herein contained shall be so construed as to author- •^'' 
ize the constructioii of any part of the railway hereby 
authorized, within the limits of the city of Roxbury. 

Sect. 2. Said tracks or road shall^be operated and used Hone-power, 
by said corporation *with horse-power only, and it shall not**"^* 
connect its track with any other railroad on which other 
power is used. The selectmen of said town shall have 
power, at all times, to make all siich regulations, as to the 
rate of speed and mode of use of said tracks, as the public 
convenience and safety may require. 

Sect. 3. Said corporation shall maintain and keep in Repain, &o. 
repair such portion of the streets, respectively, as shall bo 
occupied by their tracks, and shall be liable for any loss or 
injury that any person may sustain, by reason of any care- 
lessness, neglect or misconduct of its agents and servants, in 
the management, construction or use of said tracks or 
roads ; and, in case any recovery shall be] had against 
said town by reason of such defect, want' of repair or use, 
said corporation shall be liable to pay to said town any sums 
thus recovered against it, together with all cost and reason- 
able expenditures incurred by said town, in the defence of 
any such suit or suits, in which such recovery shall be had ; 
and said corporation shall not encumber any portion of the 
streets not occupied by the said road or tracks. 
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Fine for obitnacfc- Sect. 4. If any person shall wilfully and malicioitsly 
^' **'* obstruct said corporation in the use of said road or tracks, 

or the passing of the cars or carriages of said corporation 
thereon, such persons, and all who shall be aiding or abet- 
ting therein, shall be punished by a fine not exceeding five 
hundred dollars, or may be imprisoned in the common jail 
for a period not exceeding three months. If said corpora- 
tion, or its agents or servants, shall wilfully and maliciously 
obstruct any highway, or the passing of any carriages over 
the same, such corporation shall be punished by a fine not 
exceeding five hundred dollara. 
S8o*ooo*^n' Sect. 5. The capital stock of said corporation shall not 
■harMof «£. exceed the sum of two hundred thousand dollars, to be 
divided into shares of fifty dollars each ; and no shares shall 
be issued for a less sum, to be actually paid in on each, than 
the par value of the shares which shall first be issued. 
May hold real e«- Sect. 6. Said corporation shall havc power to purchase 
****• and hold such real estate, within said town, as may be neces- 

sary or convenient for the purposes and management of said 
road, 
westxoxbury Sect. 7. Thc towii of Wcst Roxbury may> at any time 
SSehST^ during the continuance of the charter of said corporation, 
and after the expiration of ten years from the opening of 
any part of said road for use, — purchase of said corporation 
all the franchise, property, rights and furniture of said cor- 
poration, by paying them therefor such a sum as will reim- 
burse to each person who may then be a*stockholder therein, 
the par value of his stock, together with a net profit of ten 
per cent, per annum from the time of the transfer of said 
stock to him on the books of the corporation, deducting the 
dividends received by said stockholder thereon. 
Gauge Md grade Sect. 8. The Said road shall be constructed and main- 
pr^'. tained in such form and manner, and upon such grade, and 

with such gauge, as the selectmen of said town may, in 
their votes, fixing and determining the routes thereof, as 
aforesaid, prescribe and direct ; and whenever, in the judg- 
ment of said railroad corporation, it shall be necessary to 
alter the grade of any street so occupied by it, such altera- 
tion may be made at the sole expense of said corporation : 
provided^ the same shall be assented to by the selectmen of 
said town. 
Act not to pre- Sect. 9. Nothing in this act shall be construed to pre- 
TentaathoritieB, ^^^^ ^j^^ towu authoritics of said town from taking up any 
of the public streets traversed by the said railroad, for the 
purposes for which they may lawfully take up the same. 
Act told aniafls, Sect. 10. Tliis act shall be void so far as relates to the 

fro. 
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right to construct said road in said town, unless the same 
shall be accepted bj the citizens thereof in town meeting, 
and unless the same shall be accepted by said corporation, 
and ten per cent, of the capital thereof paid in, within two 
years from the passage of this act. 

Sect. 11. The said corporation shall be deemed a rail- R^tuma. 
road corporation, so far as to be subject to make such annual 
returns Jo the legislature as are, or may be, prescribed by 
law ; but not to the other general provisions of law in rela- 
tion to railroad corporations. 

Sect. 12. The existence of said corporation is hereby Durauoo. 
limited to the period of fifty years from the passage hereof. 
[Approved by the Governor^ May 28, 1856.] 

Ks Act to authorize the appointment of Auditors, and defining their Powers. Chctp. 202 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives^ in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same^ as follows : 

Sect. 1. Whenever a cause is at issue in any court, court may ap- 
whether the form of the action be contract, toj-t, or replevin, p**^**^^***" 
the justice of the court before whom the same is pending, 
may, in his discretion, appoint one or more auditors to hear 
the parties and report upon such matters therein as may be 
directed by the said court ; and the report in such case shall Report to be eri- 
be prima facte evidence upon such matters only as are *'**^' 
expressly embraced in the order of the court. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take efiFect from and after its 
passage. [Approved by the Governor^ May 28, 1856.] 

An Act authoricing the County Commiasioners of the County of Essex to lay CJiO/D, 203 
out and construct a Highway in the Town of Manchester. "' 

Bt it puacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives^ in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same J as follows : 

Sect. 1. The county commissioners of the county of Highway in Man- 
Essex are hereby authorized and empowered, if, in their «**«■*«'• 
judgment, they deem it expedient, to lay out a highway in 
the town of Manchester, commencing at a point near the 
depot of the Gloucester Branch Railroad, crossing said road 
and the tide-water of the creek next adjoining said railroad, 
and also the creek known as Day's Creek, so called, to some 
conTeuient point on the Old Neck, so called. Said commis- 
sioners, in laying out and constructing said highway, shall 
conform to all laws with regard to the laying out of high- 
ways and bridges. 
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Sect. 2. This met shall take eflfect from and after its 
passage. {^Af^ored by ike Governor ^ May 28, 1856. j 



Chap. 204 ^^^ J^^^ ^ establish mnd oonfinii the Bonndary Line between the Town of 
-^ ' Chilnuirk and the Indiana of Oaj Head. 

Be U enacted by the Senate and House of Represenla- 
lives J in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same J as follows : 

Board^rr m>m Thc boundarj line between the town of Chilmark and the 
published. i^j^^ ^f ^j^^ Indians of Gay Head, in the comity of Dukes, as 
laid down and described in the report of the commissioners 
appointed under the resolve of the legislature, approved the 
ninth day of March, eighteen hundred and fifly-five, is here- 
bv estabfished and confirmed. [^Approved by the Governor^ 
May 28, 18o6.] 

Chap. 205 ^^ ^^ ^ authorize Joseph Friend, Frederic Norwood and Samuel K. 
■^' Friend, to extend their Wharf. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representee 
tives^ in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same^ as follows : 

May extend Sect. 1. Joscph Friend, Frederic Norwood and Samuel 

tor. ° **°***^ K. Friend, are hereby authorized to extend their wharf in 

the " Upper Cove," in the harbor of Gloucester, thirty feet 
Righu, kc. from their wharf as it now is ; and they shall have the right 

to lay vessels at the end and sides of the said wharf, and 
ProTiiK). receive wharfage and dockage therefor : provided^ that this 

act shall in no wise impair the legal rights of any person 

whatever. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take eflFect from and after its 

passage. [^Approved by the Govemory May 28, 1856.] 

Chap, 206 ^^ ^^ ^ confirm the Title of certain lands in Tisbury to Jemima Easton 
'' ' and her Heirs, and other Indians of Beep Bottom. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tivesy in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same J as follows : 

Titioeitabii0h*d. Sect. 1. The title of all the tract of land known as 
Deep Bottom, situate in the town of Tisbury, in the county 
of Dukes County, with all rights, privileges and appurte- 
nances thereto belonging, is hereby established and con- 
firmed, in accordance with the report of tlie commissioners 
appointed under the resolve of the legislature, approved the 
seventeenth day of May, eighteen hundred and fifty-five, 
namely: To James Look of Tisbury, and his heirs and 
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assigns, and to William Sanford Vincent, and his heirs and 
assigns forever, the several tracts to them respectively allot- 
ted and bounded as described in the appendix to the report 
aforesaid, and in the plan accompanying the same, and the 
remainder of the said land to Jemima Easton and her heirs 
and assigns, and to the other Indians of Deep Bottom, and 
their heirs and assigns, forever. 

Sect. 2. John Vinson, Esquire, of Edgartown, or such ^g^"*""' 
other person as the governor may appoint in his stead, in umIimuum. 
case of inability or refusal of said Vinson to act in this mat- 
ter, is hereby authorized, — in conjunction with any other 
person whom the majority of the Indians at Deep Bottom, of 
lawful age, of both sexes, may appoint, subject, however, to 
the approval of the governor, — to make such division and 
apportionment of the lands at Deep Bottom among the said 
Indians, as they may deem just and equitable ; and such 
apportionment and division shall, after being recorded in the 
registry of deeds in said coimty, vest a fee simple in each 
parcel of said lands, in such Indian or Indians, as such par- 
cel may be apportioned and assigned to in the said division : 
provided^ however j that if any of the said Indians shall pwtIw. 
represent themselves as aggrieved in the division and ap- 
portionment of said lands, to the governor and council, a 
revision of said division and apportionment may be ordered 
by the governor and council, if they shall see fit ; and in 
case of such complaint, no registry shall be made thereof 
until it shall have been approved by them. 

Sect. 3. The said John Vinson, and such as may be w^wbution of 
authorized, as above provided, for the distribution of said ^^^^^' 
lands, are also hereby authorized to receive from the com- 
missioners named in the first section, the several sums of 
money paid to them by way of compromise and settlement, 
as stated in their report ; and to divide and distribute the 
same among the said Indians in such manner as they may 
deem just and equitable. [Approved by the Governor y May 
28, 1856.] 

An Act to amend the Charter of the City of LoweU. Chap. 207 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
lives, in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
Ike same J as follows : 

Sect. 1. .At the annual city election in the city of Lowell, JJ^^iS^'*'***' 
on the second Monday of December next, there shall be "* 
elected in each ward one person, being an inhabitant of said 
ward, to be a member of the school committee of said city, 

16 
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for the term of one year from the first Monday in January 
next ; and another person, being also an inhabitant of said 
ward, to be a member of the school committee of said city, 
for the term of two years from the first Monday in January 
next : and at the annual city election in said city on the 
second Monday in December in each year thereafter, there 
shall be elected in each ward in said city, one person, being 
an inhabitant of said ward, to be a member of the school 
committee of said city, for the term of two years from flie 
first Monday in January next following such election. 
^Mtitatedf ^^ Sect. 2. The mayor and president of the common council, 
ex officiis^ together with the persons elected as provided in 
the first section, shall constitute the school committee of 
Lowell. 
ActToid,miie88 Sect. 3. This act shall be void unless accepted by a 
**^^ * ^' majority of the legal voters of said city, voting thereon, at 
the election to be holden in said city on the second Monday 
in June next. [^Approved by the Governor y May 29, 1856.] 

Chap, 208 'A.N Act in relation to Certain Prooeedings in Probate Courts. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives^ in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same J as follotbs : 

Cue may bB re- Sect. 1. Any judgc of probato in this Commonwealth 
ing county when may ordcr any case in which he is, or may be executor, 
juageiiexecutor, administrator, guardian or trustee, and which was, or may 
be, unfinished and pending at the time of his appointment 
in the court of which he has been, or may be, appointed 
judge, to be removed to the probate court of the most ancient 
adjoining county ; and upon such order the case shall be so 
removed, and copies of the records of proceedings had in 
the case, and copies of all papers filed therein, shall there- 
upon be entered, filed and recorded in the probate court of 
the latter county ; and after such removal, the further pro- 
ceedings in the case and the disposal and settlement thereof, 
shall be the same in the county to which it may be thus 
removed, as if it had been originally commenced therein, 
giving full effect to all proceedings had in the case previous 
to its removal. 
SSnitod"'^ ^y Sect. 2. Any judge of probate may, on motion of any 
party in the case, or of any person interested therein, order 
any case commenced before his appointment as judge in the 
cou,rt of which he is, or may be judge, and in which case 
sucli judge was retained, or employed as counsel, or other- 
wise concerned or interested before his appointment, to bo 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1856.— Chapters 209, 210, 211. 123 

remoyed to the most ancient adjoining county ; and upon 
such order the case shall be so removed, in the same man- 
ner, and with the same efiFect, as provided in relation to the 
removal of certain other cases by the first section of this act ; 
and unless such motion shall be made, such case need not 
be removed, and the court in Which the same was commenced 
may continue to have jurisdiction therein. 

Sect. 8. This act shall take eflFect from and after its 
passage. ^Approved by the Governor, May 30, 1856.] 



An Act relating to the Hecord of Attachments. Cfuip, 209 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives j in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

The thirtieth section of the ninetieth chapter of the Dutyofcierkiin 
Revised Statutes, is so far amended, that in cases where SSS. **' *"***" 
there are more than one defendant, the clerk shall not bo 
required to enter in the book therein mentioned, the name 
of any defendant whose real estate is not attached. [4p- 
proved by the Governor, May 30, 1856.] 

An Act to incorporate the Abington Mutual Fire Insurance Company. Chat), 210 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. Asaph Dunbar, Joshua L. Nash, William Brown, ck)rpQrmtor8. 
their associates and successors, are hereby made a corpora- 
tion, by the name of the Abington Mutual Fire Insurance Com- Name. 
pany, to be established in the town of Abington, for the term Term. 
of twenty-eight years, for the purpose of insuring dwelling- Purpow. 
houses and other buildings, and personal property, against 
loss or damage by fire ; with all the powers and privileges, Primege*, «- 
and subject to all the duties, liabilities and restrictions, set •^*^**®°'' **'• 
forth in the thirty-seventh and forty-fourth chapters of the 
Revised Statutes, and all other laws of this Common weal tli, 
mado or to be made, relating to such corporations. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take eflFect from and after its 
passage. {^Approved by the Governor, May 30, 1856.] 

Ajc Act to incorporate the Farm Pond Fishing Company, in Edgartown. CHcLp, 211 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. Elijah Norton, Benjamin Davis and Orlando E. oorporatow. 
Davis, their associates, successors and assigns, are hereby 
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Num. 



Proprieiore nuty 
reculate herring 



Penalt J ft>r tm- 
Uwftd flahing. 



Proriio. 



Righte of adjoin- 
ing owners. 



ProTiw. 



Existing rif^te 
not afleotedf. 



made a corporation by the name of the " Farm Pond Fish- 
ing Company, in Edgartown," in Dukes county ; and are 
empowered to close the present outlet of said pond, and to 
make another outlet at such place as they may select, 
through the lands of said proprietors, to the Vineyard 
Sound, for the purpose of creating a herring fishery. 

Sect. 2. The aforesaid corporation are hereby empow- 
ered, by seines, nets, or otherwise, to take herring from the 
waters of the said pond, or the outlet thereof, at such tunes 
as a majority of the proprietors, at a legal meeting, may 
direct. 

Sect. 3. If any person shall set, stretch or drag, a seine 
or net in said pond,or outlet thereof, except as above provided, 
without the consent of said company, he shall forfeit and 
pay to the use of said company, the sum of ten dollars for 
each offence, and an additional sum of ten dollars for each 
and every barrel of herring so taken, to be recovered in any 
court proper to try the same : provided^ however^ that noth- 
ing in this act shall prevent any person from taking any 
other fish from said pond. 

Sect. 4. The present owners of lands adjoining the said 
pond, or creek, or outlet, shall have each one share only in 
said fishery ; and no one of them shall, by conveyance or 
descent of his lands, create or cause to be created, an addi- 
tional UTimber of shares : provided^ however ^ that each of 
the present owners, or his successors or assigns, may divide 
his original share into parts or fractions. 

Sect. 6. The foregoing provisions of this act shall 
not affect the existing rights of any person or corporation. 
\_Approved by the Governor^ May 30, 1866.] 



Chup* 212 ^ ^^ ^ incorporate the Ind^>endent Benevolent Society, in Newburyport 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tivesj in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the samey as follows : 



Corponton. 



Name. 
Porpoae. 

PriTilegM, re- 
strictions, &o. 



Real ukd personal 
estate not to ex- 
ceed 95,000. 



Sect. 1. Patrick McGlew, George E. Rogers, Patrick 
Henry, Francis Waters, Hugh McGlew and Timothy Fay, 
their associates and successors, are hereby made a corpora- 
tion by the name of the Independent Benevolent Society, 
at Newburyport, for benevolent and charitable purposes; 
with all the powers and privileges, and subject to all the 
duties and liabilities set forth in the forty-fourth chapter of 
the Revised Statutes. 

Sect. 2. Said corporation may take and hold real and 
personal estate, not exceeding the value of five thousand 
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dollars, for the aforesaid benevolent and charitable pur> 



Sect. 3. This act shall take ^ect on and after its 
passage. [^Approved by the Governor^ May 30, 1856.] 

An Act in addition to an Act to incorporate the L)rnn Library Association. QhnYi 013 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tivesy in General Court assembledj and by the authority of 
the same^ as follows : 

Sect. 1. The trustees named in the second section of Tnwteei.how 
an act to incorporate the Lynn Library Association, passed ****^- 
March twenty-fourth, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and fifty-five, shall be chosen by the members 
of the association, at a meeting legally called for that pur- 
pose. 

Sect. 2. So much of the above named act as is incon- Pwtui repeal, 
sistcnt with this act is hereby repealed. 

Sect. 3. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. \_Approved by the Governor^ May 30, 1856.] 



Am Act for the protection of the Fisheries on the South Shore and Bays, on QhciV. 214 
the South Side of the Town of Barnstable and District of Marshpee. ^' 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tivesy in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same J as follows : 

Sect. 1. It shall be unlawful to set or draw any seine or seinefiahingpro- 
dragnet, to take fish, in any of the bays, or in waters within ApriTto^ 
one mile fi*om the beach and shore on the south side of the "f^^^- 
town of Barnstable and district of Marshpee, within the limits 
between Succanesset Point and Point Gammon, between the 
first day of April and the first day of November, in each 
year. 

Sect. 2. The provisions of the sixteenth section of the provwomi of r. 
fifty-fifth chapter of the Revised Statutes, concerning the ^^''^'^itoh 
taking of shell fish in the town of Chatham, shall be, and «*«°«»d. 
the same hereby are, extended to the south shore of the 
town of Barnstable and district of Marshpee. 

Sect. 3. Every person violating any provision of this act. Penalty, 
shall forfeit and pay, for each ofiFence, not less than twenty 
nor more than one hundred dollars, to be recovered, togeth- 
er with costs of suit, by an action of tort, brought by any 
inhabitant of said town or district, in any court competent 
to try the same. H 

Sect. 4. Any boat, craft or seine, being in tne posses- B<mt», &c.. tIo- 
sion or use of any person violating the provisions of this act, l^SSi."*** *** 
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ProTbo. 



ProTided, ftir^ 
ther. 



FineSf how dlB- 
poeedof. 



at the time and place of such violation, may be seized by 
any inhabitant of said town or district, and detained, not 
exceeding forty-eight hours, in order that the same, if need 
be, may in that time be attached or arrested, by due process 
of law, for the better security of the payment of the said 
fines and forfeitures, with cost : provided^ hmcever^ that if 
the person owning or so in the possession or use of such boat 
or cmft, shall, before being sued therefor, pay said highest 
named penalty, to either the treasurer of the town of Barn- 
stable or of the district of Marshpee, such boat or craft shall 
be discharged, with the contents therein ; and provided^ also^ 
that if the person owning, or so in the possession or use of 
such seine shall, as aforesaid, pay as aforesaid, the said 
lowest named penalty, such seine shall be discharged in like 
manner. 

Sect. 6. All forfeitures and penalties recovered and re- 
ceived, by virtue of this act, shall go, one-half to the com- 
plainant and the other half for the use of the said town, if 
the complainant shall be an inhabitant thereof, or for the 
use of said district, if the complainant shall be an inhab- 
itant of said district. 

Sect. 6. Nothing in this act contained shall be con- 
strued to prevent the taking of menhaden or mackerel, by 
the use of seines, within the said waters between Succanes- 
set and Point Gammon, when used bona fide^ for that pur- 
pose, and not for the purpose of taking other fish. 

Sect. 7. Tliis act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. [^Approved by the Governor^ May 30, 1856.] 

Chap, 215 ^^ ^^ relaUng to the Organization of Corporationa for Educational, Charita- 
■* * ble and Religious Purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre senior 
tives, in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the samey as follows : 

Sect. 1. Any seven or more persons within the Common- 
wealth who shall, by writing, associate themselves together 
imder any name, by them assumed, for educational, charita- 
ble or religious purposes, and shall comply with the provi- 
sions of this act, shall, with their successors, be and remain, 
a body politic and corporate. 

Sect. 2. The purpose for which such corporation shall 



Certain seine fish- 
ing lawftil. 



Seren or more 
personfmaj or- 
ganize M cor- 
porUioiu. 



Parposei, &c., to 
betpecifled. 



PrlTilegef , re- 
strictloDf , &c. 



be established, and the town or city within which it'is estab- 
lished or located, shall be distinctly specified in their articles 
of association, and it shall not be lawful for such corpora- 
tion to appropriate its funds to any other purpose. 

Sect. 3. Any corporation organized in accordance with 
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the provisions of this act, shall have all the powers and priv- 
ileges, and be subject to all the duties, liabilities and restric- 
tions, set forth in the forty-fourth chapter of the Revised 
Statutes, so far as the said provisions shall be applicable to 
corporations organized under the provisions of this act. 
Sect. 4. Such corporations may hold real and personal B«^*ndpar»n»i 

. . « , , '^ X • J • x» i estate not to ex- 

estate necessary for the purposes of said organization, to any oeed «2oo,ooo. 
amount not exceeding two hundred thousand dollars. 

Sect. 5. The real and personal estate of any company. Not exempt from 
organized under the provisions of this act, shall not be ex- ****^®°' 
empted from taxation iix any case where any part of the 
income or profits of the business of such corporation is 
divided among tlie members or stockholders of said corpo- 
ration, or where any portion of said real and personal estate 
is used or appropriated for other than educational, charita- 
ble or religious purposes. [Approved by the Governor. May 
30, 1856.] 

An Act oonoerning General Fields. Chap, 216 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
lives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the samey a^ follows : 

At all meetings of proprietors of general fields, for adopting ^°^®'^^£ 
rules or regulations as to pasturing their lands, where any SSedinyoting! 
proprietor's land is enclosed for his own exclusive benefit, 
the land so enclosed shall not be valued or reckoned in 
determining said proprietor's right to vote on questions 
relating to the pasturing of said proprietor's lands. [4/>- 
proved by the Governor^ May 30, 1856.] 

An Act conceriting Beaches in the Town of Swampscott Chap, 217 

Be it ermcted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
iivesy in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same J as follows : 

Sect. 1. No person shall carry away or remove, by land bS°remo^°**uJ^ 
or water, any sand, stones, gravel, or mud, from the several ie« by pennis. 
beaches in the town of Swampscott known as King's Beach, ****"' **'' 
Blaney's Beach and Whale Beach, without permission first 
obtained from the selectmen of said town, or from some per- 
son or persons duly authorized by the said selectmen to 
grant such permission. 

Sect. 2. Any person who shall offend against any of the Penauyfor 
provisions of this act, shall forfeit and pay for each offence **"^° ^^' 
a sum not exceeding twenty dollars, to be recovered by 
complaint or indictment iij any court of competent jurisdic- 
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tion, one-half for the use of the complainant, the other half 
for the use of the said town. 

Sect. 3. This act shall take effect from and after its pas- 
sage. [Approved by the Governor ^ May 30, 1856.] 

Chap, 218 An Act to incorponte the Woroester Peat ConqMUsj. 

Be U enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tivesy in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same J as follows: 

corpor*to«. Sect. 1. Edward Earl, William Dickinson and John 

Field, their associates and successors, are hereby authorized 

Nwae. to orgauizc a corporation, by the name of the Worcester Peat 

Purpose. Company, for the purpose of digging and preparing peat for 

RcaiandpenonAi fuel, with thc right to hold real and personal estate, neces- 

******* sary and convenient therefor, to an amount not exceeding 

Sri?a?M' &r ^^^^. thousand dollars ; with all the powers and privileges, and 

"*' subject to all the duties, restrictions and liabilities, set forth 

in the one hundred and thirty-third chapter of the acts of 

the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-one, and the 

several acts in addition thereto. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. [^Approved by the Governor ^ May 30, 1856.] 

Chap. 219 An Act to incorporate the Trustees of the Funds of Trinity Church in Bridge- 

water. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tiveSy in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the samey as follows : 

corporatora. Sect. 1. Alfred L. Baury, of Boston, Theodore Edson, 

of Lowell, and John Edson, of Bridge water, their associates 
Namt. and successors, are hereby made a corporation, by the name 

Prwiegea, re- of thc Trustces of thc Trinity Church in Bridgewater ; ^th 
tioM, &c. ^jj ^^^ powers and privileges, and subject to all the duties, 
restrictions and liabilities, set forth in the forty-fourth chap- 
ter of the Bevised Statutes, 
coroonttion may Sect. 2. Said corporatiou may receive and hold all the 
hoi funda, Ac. f^j^^g ^f ^^ Trinity Church, and such other real and per- 
sonal estate as may accrue to or for the benefit of said church, 
by gift, grant, or otherwise, and apply the same in the way 
and manner which has been, or may be provided, by the 
Proriro. douor or douors, and for no other purpose whatever : j9rt>- 

videdy that the whole amount of the aforesaid funds, together 
with such real and personal estate as may be added thereto, 
shall not exceed twenty thousand dollars. 

Sect. 3. Said trustees shall have power to make and 
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establish siich by-laws as they may judge necessary, to fill all ^ 
vacancies that may occur in their b(Sy, by death, resigna- 
tion, or otherwise ; and at the first meeting of said trustees, 
or at any annual meeting thereof, the number of trustees 
may be increased, if judged expedient by those present : Nnmb«©f tni»- 
providedj that the whole number shall not exceed nine, nor^^^^iM. 
be less than three. 

Sect. 4. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. [^Approved by the Governor^ May 30, 1866.] 

Ak ^ot to incorporate the Nantucket Pnq^Uer Company. Chap, 220 

Be it enaded by the Senate and House of Representa- 
iivesj in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same J a^ follows : 

Sect. 1. Edward G. KeUey, Alanson Swain, their asso- oorpormtow. 
ciates and successors, are hereby incorporated, for the pur- ptwpow. 
pose of running steam propellers between Nantucket and 
New York, with a capital stock not exceeding fifty thousand capiw, tfio^ooo. 
dollars; with all the rights and privileges, and subject toj^gjjj»^ 
all the duties, liabilities and restrictions, set forth in the 
thirty-eighth and forty-fourth chapters of the Revised Stat- 
utes. 

Sect. 2. Said company may organize, by accepting this organiation. 
enactment, and choosing from its stockholders a president, 
secretary, and three directors, who shall have the general 
management of the property of the company. 

Sect. 3. Said company may make such by-laws for the bj-uw», 
regulation of its affairs, as may be deemed expedient, and 
not inconsistent with the laws of this Commonwealth, at any 
legal meeting called for that purpose. 

Sect. 4. This act shall take effect from and after its pas- 
sage. [^Approved by the Governor ^ May 30, 1866.] 

An Act to incorporate the Ladies' Benevolent Sodetj of Newbury. Chap. 221 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tivesy in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same J as follows : 

Sect. 1. Caroline Withington, Maria I. Little, Eliza P. oorpowtori- 
Noyes, Edna M. Woodman, Lucy Coffin, Ann K. Lunt, their 
associates and successors, are hereby made a corporation, by 
the name of the Ladies' Benevolent Society of Newbury, for nmd*. 
the purpose of taking, holding, investing and distributing ^^^nxj*** 
such funds as they now have, or may hereafter be given 
them, for the charitable and benevolent objects of their asso- 
17 
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priTiiegw, n- ciation ; with all the powers and privileges, and subject to 
•trktioiu, fcc. ^jj ^^^ duties, liabilities and restrictions, set forth in the 

forty-fourth chapter of the Revised Statutes. 
R«p»i»tt<»«- Sect. 2. Said corporation shall have power to establish 

such rules and regulations, for the management of their 

association, as a majority of the members may, from time to 

time, determine to be expedient and proper. 
Sute'f^m*^ Sect. 3. Said corporation shall be empowered to hold 

real and personal estate to an amount not exceeding ten 

thousand dollars. 

Sect. 4. This act shall take effect on and after its 

passage. ^Approved by the Governor^ May 30, 1856.] 

Chap. 222 , . An Aot to punish Fraud by the Sale of Adulterated Milk. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Hotise of Representor- 
tivesy in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Panishmjnt^ If any pcrsou or persons shall adulterate, by water or 
Sed^iiik. **^ otherwise, milk to be sold in this Commonwealth, or if any 
person or persons shall sell, or cause to be sold, milk adul- 
terated by water or otherwise, knowing, or having reason to 
believe the same to be so adulterated, he or they shall be 
held guilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction, be fined 
twenty-five dollars for the first oflFence, one-half of which 
shall be paid to the complainant, and for every subsequent 
offence fifty dollars, one-half of which shall be paid to the 
complainant, or by imprisonment in the house of correction 
not less than two nor more than six months. {^Approved by 
the Governor, May 30, 1856.] 

Chap, 223 An act to apportion and assess a Tax of Five Hundred and Ninety-nine 
Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-two Dollars. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

cwMMid towns Sect. 1. Each city or town hereinafter named within 
this Commonwealth, shall be assessed and pay the several 
siuns with which they stand respectively charged in the fol- 
lowing schedule : — 
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SCHEDULE. 



SUFFOLK COUNTY. 



Boston, • 
Chelsea,. 
North Chelsea, 



One hundred ninety-seren thousand three 
hundred eighty-two dollars. 

Three thousand fire hundred twenty- 
eight dollars, 

Seven hundred seTenty-four dollars. 



$197,382 00 

3,528 00 
774 00 



$201,684 00 



BSSEX COUNTY. 

One thousand one hundred forty-six dol- 
lars, 

Three thousand two hundred twenty- two 
dollars, 

Two thousand three hundred ten dol- 
lars, 

Five hundred fifty-eight dollars, . 

Four hundred eight dollars, . 

Three thousand four hundred ninety- 
eight dollars 

Six hundred seventy-two dollars, . 

Seven hundred eighty-six dollars, . 

Two thousand six hundred fifty- two dol- 
lars, 

Four hundred fifty-dollars, 

Four hundred sixty-two dollars, . 

Two thousand four hundred thirty dol- 
lars, 

One thousand one hundred forty-six dol- 
lars, 

Five thousand nine hundred forty six 
dollars, 

Four thousand six hundred thirty-eight 
dollars, 

Three hundred seventy-two dollars, 

live hundred sixty-four dollars, • 



Amesbury, . 


Andorer, 




Beverly,, 




Boxford, 




Bradford, 




Banvers, 




Essex, . 




Georgetown, 




Gloucester, 




Groveland, 




HamatOB, 




Haverhill, 




Ipswich, . 




Lawrence, 




Lynn, . 




Lynnfteld, 




Haaehester, 





$1,146 00 


3,222 00 


2,310 00 
558 00 


408 00 


3,498 00 
672 00 


786 00 


2,652 00 
450 00 



462 00 

2,430 00 

1,146 00 

5,946 00 

4,638 00 
372 00 

564 00 
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ESSEX COUNTT— ComncuxD. 



Marblehead» . 




Methuen, 




Middleton, . 




Newbury, 




Newburyport, 




Rookport, 




Rowley,. 




Salem, . 




Salisbury, 




Saugus, . 




Topsfleld, 




Wenham, 




Wert Newbury, . 



Two thousand two hundred eight dol- 
lan, 

One thousand one hundred twenty-two 
dollars, • . ; . • 

Three hundred thirty dollars. 

Six hundred ninety dollars, . 

Five thousand five hundred serenty-fbur 

dollars, ..... 
Eight hundred twenty-eight dollars, 

Four hundred eighty-six dollars, . 

Thirteen thousand three hundred thirty- 

two dollars, .... 
One thousand one hundred ten dollars. 



Fiye hundred forty-six dollars, 
Five hundred four dollan, • 
Four hundred fourteen dollars. 
Six hundred thirty-six dollars. 



$2,208 00 

1,122 00 
380 00 

690 OO 



5,674 OO 
828^00 

486 00 



13,332 00 
1,110 00 

546 00 

504 00 

414 00 

636 00 



$59,040 00 



MIDDLESEX COUNTY. 



Acton, • 




Ashby, . . 








Bedford, 




Billerica, 




Boxbcnrough, 




Brighton, 




Burlington, 




Cambridge, 




Carlisle,. 




Charlestown, 




Chelmsford, 





Six hundred dollars. 

Six hundred twdye dollars, . 

Four hundred sixty-eight dollars, . 

Three hundred eighty-four dollars. 

Eight hundred eighty-two dollars. 

Two hundred forty-six dollan. 

One thousand six hundred thirty-two 

dollars, 

Three hundred dollars, • 



Ten tiiousand three hundred eighty doL 

laiB, 

Three hundred fbrty-two dollars, 

Ei^t thousand seven hundred eighty< 

four dollars, .... 
One thousand eight dollars, . 



$600 00 
612 00 
468 00 
384 00 
882 00 
246 00 



1,632 OO 
300 00 



10,380 00 
842 00 



8,784 00 
1,008 OO 
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Conoofdy • • 
Dncut, . 


One fhonsand two hundred eighty-fonr 

dollars, 

Serenhmidred fifty ddlars, . 


$1,284 00 
750 00 


Btmstahle, 


Three himdred lizty-Biz dollars, . 


366 00 


Fnmiiighain, • 
Orotcm, • 


One thousand nine hundred sixty-dght 
dollars, 

One thousand four hundred forty dol- 
lars, 

Nine hundred twenty-four doUaxs, . 


1,968 00 

1,440 00 
924 00 


Hopkinton^ * 


One thousand twenty-six dollars, . 


1,026 00 


Lodngton, 
LineolB, 


One ^ousand one hundred eighty-eight 
dollars, 


1,188 00 
480 00 


litOeton, . . 


Four hundred ninety-two dollars, . 


492 00 


Lowell, . 
Maiden,. 


doUars, 

One thousand eight hundred dollars, 


17,208 00 
1,800 00 


Maziborotigh, • 

Medfbrd, 

Helroee,. 


One thousand two hundred eighty-four 
dollars. , 

Two thousand four hundred thirty dol- 
lars. 

Fiye hundred forty dollars, . 


1,284 00 

2,430 00 
540 00 


Katick, . 


One thousand sixty-two dollars, . 


1,062 00 


Newton, • 
PeppezeU, 


Three thousand one hundred seyenty-four 

dollan, 

Seren hundred ninety-eight dollars. 


3,174 00 
798 00 


Beading, 
Sherbom, 


One thousand two hundred twelve dol- 
lars 

Kve hundred forty dollars, . 


1,212 00 
540 00 


Shirley, . 


Five hundred ninety-four dollars, . 


594 00 


Somenrflte, . 


Two thousand sixty-four dollars, . 


2,064 00 


Sondi Beading, 


Eight hundred fifty-two dollars, . 


852 00 


Stoneham, . 


Six hundred twelve dollars, . 


612 00 


Stow, • • • 


Six hundred fifty-four dollars, 


654 00 


Sndbnrj, 


Nine, hundred thirty-six dollars, . 


936 00 


Tewkslraiy, . 


Six hundred thirty-six dollars, 


636 00 


Townaend, 


Nina hundred dollars, . . . . 


900 00 


TyngBborough, 


Four hundred ninety-two dollars, . 


492 00 



Digitized 



byGoogla 



134 



1856.— Chapter 233. 

MIDDLESEX COUNTY— CoKmnixs. 



Waltham, 
Watertown, . 
Wayland, 


Two thousand seren hundred eighty-four 
dollars, 

Two thousand two hundred ninety-two 
dollars, 

Fiye hundred sixteen dollars, 


$2,784 00 

2,292 00 
616 00 


Wert Cambridge, . 


One tiiousand mx hundred fifty ddUars, 


1«6M m 


Westford, 


Eight hundred twenty-eight doUais, 


828 00 


Weston, . 


Seven hundred twenty dollars. 


720 00 


Wilmington, . 


Four hundred twenty-six dollars, . 


42e 00 


Winchester, . 


Six hundred eighty-four dollars, • 


684 00 


Wobum, 


Two thousand ten doUan, 


2,010 00 




$86,254 00 


WORCESTER COUNTY. 


Ashbumham, • 




$750 00 


Athol, . . . 


Seren hundred thirty-two dollars, . 


782 00 


Auburn, 


Four hundred thirty-two dollars, . 


482 00 


Barre, . 
Berlin, . 


One thousand four hundred eighty-two 

dollars, 

Three hundred six dollars, . 


1,482 00 
306 00 


Blackstone, . 
Bolton, . 


One thousand eight hundred seyenty-two 
dollars, . . . ^ . . 
Five hundred fifty-eight dollars, . 


1,872 00 
658 00 


Boylston, 


Four hundred sixty-eight dollars. 


468 00 


Brookfield, . 


Six hundred ninety-six dollars. 


696 00 


Charlton, 


Ninehundred ninety-six dollars, . 


996 00 


Clinton, . 


Nine hundred eighty-four dollars. 


984 00 


Dana, . 


Two hundred fifty-two dollars, 


252 OO 


Douglas, 


Seven hundred fifty-six dollars, . 


756 OO 


Dudley, . 


• 


684 00 


Fitehburg, 
Gardner, 


Two thousand one hundred ninety dol- 
lars, 

Six hundred eighteen dollars, 


2,190 00 
618 00 
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Onfton, 

Haidwick, 

HarTsrdy 

Holden, . 

Hubbardston, 

Lancaster, 

Ldoester, 

Leofminster, 

Lunenburg, 

Mendon, 

Milfozd, . 

Millbury, 

New Braintree, 

North Brookfield, 

Northborougb, 

Northbridge, 

Oakham, 

Oxford, . 

Paxton, . 

Petenham, 

Phillipaton, 

Piinceton, 

Royalston, 

Rutland, 

Shrewsbury, 

Southborough, 

Southbridge, 

Spencer,. 

Sterling, 



One thousand foiu 

dollars, 
Eight hundred fift 

Seren hundred nil 

Eight hundred thi 

Seren hundred ei( 

Seven hundred ei( 

One thousand two 

lars, . 
One thousand th 

dollars, 
Six hundred sixty 

Seven hundred tw 

One thousand fox 

dollars, 
One thousand nini 

Five hundred fort 

Seven hundred th 

Six hundred sevei 

Seven hundred th 

Four hundred fift 

One thousand thii 

Three hundred thi 

Eight hundred tw 

Three hundred ni: 

Six hundred forty 

Seven hundred ni 

Five hundred fift 

Eight hundred* fo] 

Six hundred fort^ 

One thousand tw( 

Nine hundred tw< 

Eight hundred fo: 
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Sturbridge, . 


Nine hundred doUars, • . . . 


$900 00 


Sutton, . 


One thousand fifty-six ddlafs, 


1,0^ 00 


Templeton, . 


Nine hundred forty-eight ddUars, • 


94S 00 


Upton, . 


Six hundred ninety doUais, . 


600 00 


Uxbridge, . . 
Warren.. 


One thousand one hundred eigihty-eight 

doUars, 

Seren hundred thirty-two doUars, 


1,188 00 
782 00 


Webster, 


Eight hundred seventy-six dollars. 


876 00 


Weet Boylston, . 


Fire hundred ninety-four doUars, . 


§U 00 


West Brookfield, . 


Fiye hundred seventy dollars. 


670 00 


Westborough, 


Eight hundred forty dollars, . 


840 00 


Westminster, . 


Eight hundred four dolkrs, . 


804 00 


Winchendon, . 


One thousand fourteen dollars, 


1,014 00 


Worcester, . 


Eleven thousand two hundred eight dol- 
lars, 


11,208 00 




$59,262 00 



HAMPSHIRE COUNTY. 



Amherst, 




Belcbertown, 




Chesterfield, 




Cummington, 




Easthampton, 




Enfield, . 




Goshen, . 




Granby, . 




Greenwich, , 




Hadley, . . 
Hatfield, 





One thousand two hundred forty-two 

dollars, .... 
Nine hundred thirty dollars, . 

Four hundred fourteen dollars. 

Four hundred twenty dollars. 

Four hundred fifty-six dollars. 

Four hundred seventy-four dollars. 

One hundred ninety-eight dollars. 

Four hundred twenty-six dollars, . 

Two hundred sixty-four dollars, . 

Nine hundred forty-eight dollars, . 

Seven hundred fourteen dollars. 



$1,242 00 
930 00 

414 00 

420 00 

466 00 

474 00 

198 00 

426 00 

264 00 

948 00 

714 00 
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Hiddlefield, . . 


Three hundred twenty- four dollars, 


$324 00 


Northampton, 
Napwich, 


Two thousand rix hundred twenty-cigh 

dollars, 

Two hundred seventy dollars, 


t 

2,628 00 
270 00 


Pdhim, . 


Two hundred fiftyeight dollars, . 


258 00 


Plainfteld, . 


Three hundred twelve dollars. 


312 00 


Pre«»tt, 


Two hundred seventy dollars, 


270 00 


SoQth Hadley, 




756 00 


Sonliuuuptoii, • 


Four hundred twenty-six dollars, . 


426 00 


Ware, . 
Westhampton, 


One thousand two hundred forty-eighl 

dollars, 

Two hundred forty-six dollars, 


1,248 00 
246 00 


Wniiamsbuig, 


Bix hundred ninety-six dollars. 


696 00 


Worthington, . • 


Four hundred seventy-four dollars. 


474 00 




$14,394 00 



HAMPDEN COUNTY. 



Blandford, 




Biimfield, 




Chester,. 




Cbicopee, 




GhranviUe, 




Hdland, 




Hdyoke, 




Longmeadow, 




liodlow,. 




Monson, 




Montgomery, • 




Pahner, • 




RiuseU, . 





Five hundred seventy-six dollars, . 

Seven hundred eight dollars, . 

Four hundred ninety-two dollars, . 

Three thousand six hundred six dollars. 

Four hundred thirty-eight dollars, . 

One hundred fifty-six dollars, 

One thousand nine hundred thirty-two 
dollars, 



Eight hundred forty-six dollars, . 

Four hundred ninety-two dollars, . 

Nine hundred ninety dollars. 

One hundred seventy-four dollars, 

One thousand three hundred thirty-two 

dollars, 

One hundred ninety-two dollars, . 

18 



$576 00 
708 00 
492 00 

8,606 00 
438 00 
156 00 

1,932 00 
846 00 

492 00 

990 00 

174 00 



1,332 00 
192 00 
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Southwick, . 
Springadd, . 
ToUand, . 
Wales, . 
West Springfield, 
Westfield, 
Wilbraham, . 



Five hundred fifty- eight dollars, . 

Six thousand six hundred fifty-four dol- 
lars, 

Two hundred twenty-two dollars, • 

Two hundred forty dollars, . 

One thousand six hundred eighty dol- 
lars, 

One thousand six hundred ninety-eight 
dollars, 

Nine hundred sixty dollars, . 



$558 00 


6,654 00 
222 00 


240 00 


1,680 00 


1.698 00 
960 00 


$23,946 00 



FRANKLIN COUNTY. 



Ashfield, 




Bemardston, 




BucUand, 




Charlemont, 




Coleraine, 




Conway, 




Deerfield, 




Erring, • 




GUI, . 




Greenfield, 




Hawloy, 




Heath, . 




Leverett, 




Leyden, . 




Monroe,. 




Montague, 




New Salem, . 




Northfield, , 





Fiye hundred seventy-six dollars, 

Four hundred two dollars, • 

Two hundred eighty-two dollars. 

Four hundred eight dollars, . 

Six hundred ninety-six dollars, 

Seven hundred thirty- eight dollars, 

One thousand eighty-six dollars, 

One hundred eighty dollars, . 

Three hundred six dollars, . 

One thousand one hundred forty 

lars 

Thtee hundred six dollars. 

Two hundred eighty- eight dollars, 

Three hundred six dollars, . 

Two hundred twenty-two dollars. 

Seventy- two dollars. 

Five hundred four dollars. 

Four hundred fifty-six dollars. 

Seven hunHred eighty dollars. 



dol 



$576 00 
402 00 
282 00 
408 00 
696 00 
738 00 

1,086 00 
180 00 
806 00 

1,140 00 
306 00 

288 00 

306 00 

222 00 

72 00 

504 00 

4 6 00 

780 00 
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Orange, . 


Seven hundred thirty- eight dollars, 




$738 00 


Howe, . 


Two hundred forty dollars, . 




240 00 


Shelbume, 


Five hundred four dollars. 




604 00 


Shntesbury, . 


Two hundred eighty-two dollars, 




282 00 


Sunderland, . 


Three hundred forty two dollars, . 




342 00 


Warwick, 


Four hundred eighty dollars, . 




480 00 


Wendell, 


Four hundred twenty dollars. 




420 00 


Whately, . . 


Four hundred eighty dollars. 




480 00 








$12,234 00 



BERKSHIRE COUNTY. 



Adams, . 


Alford, • 


Becket, . 


Cheshire, 


Clarksburg, . 


Dalton, . 


Egremont, • • 


Florida, . 


Great Barrington, . 


Hancock, 


Hinsdale, 


Lanesborough, 


Lee, 


Lenox, . 


Monterey, • 


Mount Washington, 



One thousand nine hundred thirty-eight 

dollars, 

Two hundred thirty-four dollars, . 

Three hundred seventy-eight dollars, 

Five hundred sixty- four dollars, . 

One hundred eight dollars, . 

Four hundred seventy- four dollars. 

Four hundred eighty-six dollars, . 

One hundred sixty-eight dollars, . 

One thousand three hundred eighty dol 

lars, 

Three hundred seventy-two dollars, 

Four hundred forty- four dollars, . 

Five hundred forty-six dollars, 

One thousand ninety- two dollars, . 

Five hundred seventy dollars, . . 

Two hundred fifty-two dollars. 

One hundred eight dollars, . 



$1,938 00 
234 00 

378 00 

564 00 • 

108 00 

474 00 

486 00 

168 00 



1,380 00 
372 00 



444 00 
546 00 
1,092 00 
570 00 
252 00 
108 00 
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. One hundred two dollars. 


$102 00 


New Marlboro 


ugh, . Fiye hundred eighty-two dollars, . 


582 00 


Otis, . 


. Three hundred seventy-eight dollars, 


378 00 


Peru, . 


. Two hundred sixteen dollars, . 


216 00 


Pittofield, 
BiohmoncU 


. Two thousand seven hundred eighty-four 

dollars, 

. Three hundred ninety-six dollars, . 


2,784 00 
396 00 


Sanditfield, 


. Five hundred thirty-four dollars, . 


534 00 


Sheffield. 
SaToy, . 


. One thousand one hundred seventy dol- 
lars, 

. Two hundred twenty-eight dollars. 


1,170 00 
228 00 


Stockbridge, 


. Seven hundred seventy-four dollars. 


774 00 


Tyringham, 


. Two hundred seventy dollars. 


270 00 


WashingtOD, 


. Two hundred seventy dollars, 


270 00 


WestStockbri 


dge, . Six hundred eighteen dollars, 


618 00 


Williamatown 


, . One thousand thirty-two dollars, . 


1,032 00 


Windsor, 


. Three hundred thirty-six dollars, . 


336 00 




$18,804 00 



Bellingham, 




Braintree, 




Brookline, 




Canton, . 




Cohasset, 




Dedham, 




Dorchester, 




Dover, . 


, 


Foxborough, 




Franklin, 





NORFOLK COUNTY. 

Five hundred fifty-two dollars, 

One thousand one hundred forty-six dol- 
lars, 

Four thousand nine hundred eighty-six 
dollars, 

One thousand three hundred ninety-eight 
dollars, 

Seven hundred eighty-six dollars, . 

Three thousand six dollars, . 

Six thousand five hundred seventy dol- 
lars, 

Three hundred eighteen dollars, 

Seven hundred eight dollars, • 

Six hundred ninety-six dollars, 



$552 00 

1,146 00 

4,986 00 

1,398 00 
786 00 

3,006 00 

6,570 00 
318 00 

708 00 

696 00 
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Medfidd, 

Medway, 

Milton, . 

Nesdhaixi, 

Qoincj, . 

Randolph, 

Roxbury, 

Sharon, . 

Stooghton, 

Walpole, 

Weymouth, 

Wzentham, 



I Four hundred eighty doUan, . 
I Nine hundred ninety dollars, . 



One thousand six hundred ninety-eight 

dollars, 

I Eight hundred seventy dollars, 

' Two thousand two hundred forty-four 
' dollars. 



One thousand eight hundred serenty-two 
dollars, 

Thirteen thousand two hundred twenty- 
four dollars, . . . ... 

Five hundred eighty- two dollars, . 

One thousand two hundred forty-eight 

dollars, 

Eight hundred forty-six dollars, 



One thousand eight hundred seventy-eight 

dollars, 

One thousand two hundred dollars. 



f 480 00 


. 990 00 


1,698 00 
870 00 


2,244 00 


1,872 00 


13,224 00 
582 00 


1,248 00 
846 00 


1,878 00 
1,200 00 


f 47,298 00 



BRISTOL COUNTY. 



Attleborough, 


Berkley, 




Dartmouth, 




Di^ton, 




Easton, . 




Fairharen, 




Fall River, 




Freetown, 




Mansfield, . 




New Bedford, 




Norton, . 




Pawtucket, 




Raynham, 





One thousand two hundred twenty-four 

dollars, 

Three hundred dollars, . . . . 

Two thousand three hundred ten dol- 
lars, 

Five hundred seventy-six dollars, . 

Eight hundred four dollars, . 

Three thousand one hundred sixty- eight 
dollars, 

Six thousand two hundred thirty-four 
dollars, 

Six hundred six dollars. 

Four hundred sixty- eight dollars, . 

Thirteen thousand eight hundred ninety 

dollars, 

Seven hundred sixty- eight dollars, . 

One thousand seventy-four dollars, 

Five hundred fifty-two dollars, 



$1,224 00 
300 00 



2,310 00 
676 00 

804 00 



3,168 00 

6,234 00 
606 00 

468 00 



13,890 00 
768 00 

1,074 00 

662 00 
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Rehoboth, 

Seekouk, 

Somerset, 

Swanzey, 

Taunton, 

Westport, 





Seven hundred sixty-two dollars, . 


f 762 00 




Seven hundred sixty-two dollars, . 


762 00 




Four hundred ninety- two dollars, . 


492 00 




Five hundred seventy dollars, . 


670 00 




Four thousand twenty-six dollars, . 


4,026 00 




One thousand five hundred dollars, 


l.iiOO 00 




$40,086 00 



PLYMOUTH COUNTY. 



Abington, 

Bridgewater, . 

Carver, . •, 

Duxbury, 

East Bridgewater, . 

Halifax, . 

Hanover, 

Hanson, . 

Hingham, 

Hull, . 

Kingston, 

Marshfield, . 

Middleborough, 

North Bridgewater, 

Pembroke, 

Plymouth, 

Plympton, 

Rochester, 

Scituate, 



One thousand seven hundred thirty-four 
dollars, 

One thousand two hundred ninety dol- 
lars, 

Three hundred ninety dollars, 



One thousand one hundred fifty-eight 

dollars, 

Nine hundred twelve dollars, . 

Two hundred eighty-eight dollars, . 

Six hundred dollars, .... 

Four hundred twenty dollars. 

One thousand seven hundred twenty-two 

dollars, 

One hundred twenty dollars, . 

Eight hundred eighty-two dollars, . 

Seven hundred two dollars, . 

One thousand eight hundred six dollars, . 

One thousand two hundred forty-two 

dollars, 

Four hundred ninety-two dollars, . 

Two thousand six hundred twenty-two 

dollars, 

Three hundred sixty-six dollars, . 

One thousand three hundred twenty- six 

dollars, 

Seven hundred fifty dollars, . 



$1,734 00 



1,290 00 
390 00 



l,1o8 00 
912 00 

288 00 

600 00 

420 00 

1,722 00 
120 00 

882 00 

702 00 

1,806 00 



1,242 00 
492 00 



2,622 00 
366 00 



1,326 00 
750 00 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1856.— Chapter 223. 

PLYMOUTH COUNTY— CoNTiinniD. 



South Sdtoate, 

Wareham, 

West Bridgewater, . 



Seren hundred ninety-two doUare, . 

One thousand fifty dollars, 

Fiye hundred fifty-eight dollars, . 



f 792 00 

1,050 00 

568 00 



f 21,222 00 
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BARNSTABLE COUNTY. 



Barnstable, . 
Brewster, • 


One thousand six hundred ninety-two 

dollars, . • • • 
Three hundred ninety-six dollars, . 


f 1,692 00 
396 00 


Chatham, 


Fiye hundred ninety-four dollars, . 


594 00 




Nine hundred twenty-four dollars, . 


924 00 


Eastham, 


Two hundred twenty-eight dollars, 


228 00 


Falmouth, • 


* 
One thousand twenty-six dollars, . 


1,026 00 


Harwich, 


Six hundred seyenty-eight dollars, . 


678 00 


Orleans, • 


Four hundred eight dollars, . 


408 00 


Provincetown, 
Sandwich, . 
Truro, , 


One thousand one hundred sixteen dol- 
lars, 

One thousand four hundred serenty-six 
dollars, 

Four hundred seventy-four dollars, 


1,116 00 

1,476 00 
474 00 


WeUfleet, . 


Font hundred twenty-six dollars, . 


426 00 


Yarmouth, . 


Eight hundred twenty-eight dollars, 


828 00 




f 10,266 00 



DUKES COtJNTY. 



Chilmark, 

Edg^artown, 

Tiabury,. 



Four hundred seventy- four dollars, 
Seven hundred thirty-eight dollars. 
Six himdred thirty dollars, . 



(471 00 


738 00 


: 630 00 


$1,812 00 
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Nantucket, 



Four thousand six hundred fifty dol- 
Urs, 



$4,650 00 



RECAPITULATION. 



Suffolk County, . 
Essex County, 
Middlesex County, . 
Worcester County, . 
Hampshire County, 
Hampden County, . 
Franklin County, . 
Berkshire County, . 
Norfolk County, . 
Bristol County, 
Plyxnouth County, . 
Barnstable County, 
Dukes County, 
Nantucket County, 



Two hundred one thousand six hundred 
eighty four dollars, .... 
Fifty- nine thousand forty dollars, . 

Eighty -five thousand two hundred fifty- 
four dollars, 

Fifty- nine thousand two hundred sixty- 
two dollars, 

Fourteen thousand three hundred ninety- 
four dollars, 

Twenty- three thousand nine hundred 
forty-six dollars, .... 

Twelve thousand two hundred thirty-four 
dollars, 

Eighteen thousand dght hundred four 
dollars, 

Forty-seyen thousand two hundred nine- 
ty- eight dollars 

Forty thousand eighty-six dollars, . 

Twenty-one thousand two hundred twen- 
ty-two dollars, 

Ten thousand two hundred sixty-six dol- 
lars, 

One thousand eight hundred forty-two 
dollars, ...... 

Four thousand six hundred fifty dol- 
lars, 



$201,684 00 
59,040 00 



85,254 00 

59,262 00 

14,394 00 

23,946 00 

12,234 00 

18,804 00 

47,298 00 
40,086 00 

21,222 00 

10,266 00 

1,842 00 

4,650 00 



$599,982 00 



Tntrarerthau Sect. 2. The treasurer of this Commonwealth shall 
to •SeetmeS! &c. forthwith send his warrant, with a copy of this act, directed 
to the selectmen or assessor^ of each city or town, taxed as 
aforesaid, requiring them, respectively, to assess the sum so 
charged, according to the provisions of the seventh chapter 
of the Revised Statutes, and to add the amount of such tax 
to the amount of town and county taxes to be assessed by 
them, respectively, on each city or town. 
whenp«y»bie. Sect. 3. Tlie treasurer, in his said warrant, shall require 
the said selectmen or assessors, to pay, or to issue their sev- 
eral warrant or warrants, requiring the treasurers of their 
several cities or towns to pay, to said treasurer of the Com- 
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mon wealth, on or before the first day of December, one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-six, the sums against said 
cities or towns, respectively^ in this act contained; and theNunwoftnM- 
selectmen or assessors, respectively, shall return a certificate SSU? ^ **" 
of the names of such treasurers, with the sum which each 
may be required to collect, to the said treasurer of the Com- 
monwealth, some time before the first day of October next. 

Sect. 4. If the amount due from any city or town asoiMiMro«iit.iMr 
provided in this act, shall not have been paid to the treasu-3I*fa?Jw^SSl 
rer of the Commonwealth within the time specified, tlien the *^- 
said treasurer shall notify the treasurer of said delinquent 
city or town, who shall pay into the treasury of the Com- 
monwealth, in addition to the tax, such further sum as would 
be equal to one per cent, per month during such delinquen- 
cy, dating on and after the first day of December next. 

Sect. 5. This act shall take efiect from and after its 
passage. \^ Approved by the Governor j May 31, 1856.] 

An Act conoerning the Election of KepresentatiyeB in Congress. Chttp. 224 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives^ in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

The third section of the sixth chapter of the Revised stoctioni, whra 
Statutes, is hereby so amended as that the elections therein ^^^' 
provided to be held, shall be held on the Tuesday next after 
the first Monday in November, in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and fifty-six, and thence afterwards, bienni- 
ally, on the Tuesday next after the first Monday in Novem- 
ber. [^Approved by the Governor, May 31, 1856.] 

An Act to protect the Fishery in Pleasant Bay. Chap, 225 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, a^ follows : 

The town of Orleans, at any legal town meeting called Town iwywuwt 
for the purpose, may make and enact such laws as they may, ?^ ^ '*'****^ 
from time to time, deem expedient, to protect and preserve 
the fishery in Pleasant Bay, and all the inlets therefrom 
within the limits of said town of Orleans : provided, always, \ 
that no law, made as above, shall infringe upon the laws of 
the Commonwealth. [Approved by the Governor, May 31, 
1856.] 

19 
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Chap. 226 Ak act to moorporate the Boston and New OileaiM Steamship Compsny. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tivesj in General Court assembledy and by the authority of 
the same^ as follows : 

oorpowtort. Sect. 1. James M. Beebe, William Dm^t, George B. 

Blake, William Thomas, Andrew T. Hall, Lewis W. Tappan, 
their associates and successors, are hereby made a corpora- 
NtiM. tion, by the name of the Boston and New Orleans Steamship 

pnrpoit. Company, for the purpose of navigating the ocean by steam; 

PriTitogM, »- with all the powers and privileges, and subject to all the 
•trieuoni, fcc. j^^j^g^ restrictions and liabilities, set forth in the forty-fourfli 

chapter of the Revised Statutes. 
M^Mjjiw Mid Sect. 2. The said company are hereby auUiorized to build, 
SSipg, fcc***^' purchase, hold and convey, one or more steamships, and may 
therewith navigate the ocean, between Boston and the south- 
ern ports of the United States, and Cuba, and any islaiids, 
possessions or provinces of European powers in the West 
Indies, and may enter into such contracts with other persons 
as they may deem expedient, to run steamships between any 
such port or ports, and any other port or ports whatsoever. 
g^^g*». Sect. 3. The said company may hold real estate not 

vmm^^vn^ exceeding in value two himdred thousand dollars, and per- 
tj, $1,000,000. gQjjg^j property to an amount not exceeding one million dol- 
lars. 
Numbtrud Sect. 4. The number of shares into which the capital 

unoiutofibanf. g^^^j^ ^f gj^jj Company diall be divided, and the amount of 
each share, shall be fixed by the by-laws ; and the said com- 
pany shall have power to assess, from time to time, iipon 
such shares, such sums of money as may be deemed neces- 
sary to accomplish the objects of said company; but no share 
shall be assessed for a greater sum or sums in the whole, 
than the amount of such shares, so determined and fixed as 
aforesaid. 
Dnittton. Sect. 5. The said corporation shall continue for the term 

A^T«id«yMf, of thirty years ; but if the said corporation shall not, within 
two years from the passing of this act, have been organized 
and have laid and collected an assessment or assessments to 
the amount of ten per cent, upon the capital stock, and shall 
not, within three years from the passage of this act, have 
built and equipped at least two steamships for the purposes of 
said company, and shall not use the same for the purposes in 
this act expressed, then this act shall become null and void. 
i^^Attwiaraed Sect. 6. No sharcs in the capital stock of said corpora- 
tion shall be issued for a less sum or amount than the par 
value of the shares first issued. 
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Sect. 7. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. lApproved by the Governor^ May 31, 1856.] 

Av Act to authcndie the Selectmen of Eartham to build a Bridge across Cfiat) 227 
Boat- Meadow Riyer. » ' 

Be U enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tivesj in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same J as follows : 

Sect. 1. The selectmen of the town of Eastham, in the ^^Jj;^*^!^^ 
eonnty of Barnstable, are hereby authorized and empowered ^ 
to construct a solid earth bridge across the stream known as 
Boat-Meadow River, in said town, where now exists a wooden 
bridge ; said selectmen shall, in all respects, proceed as is 
now provided by law for laying out imd constructing liigh- 
ways. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. {^Af^fMroved by the Ghvemor^ May 81, 1856.] 

Ak Act to inoorpomte the Ladies' Howard Soetety, of Nantacket. Chap, 228 

Be it enaMed by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows: 

Sect. 1. Mary M. Watson, Mary P. Hussey, Clara G. cwporatow. 
Allen, their associates and successors, are hereby made a 
corporation by the name of the Ladies' Howard Society of N«na. 
Nantucket, for the purpose of taking, holding, investing and potpom. 
distributing such funds as they now have, or may hereal'ter 
be given them for the charitable objects of their association ; 
with all the powers and privileges, and subject to all the PriTii«ge«, »»- 
duties, liabilities and restrictions, set forth in the forty- "^*^****°*' *^' 
fourth chapter of the Revised Statutes. 

Sect. 2. Said corporation shall have power to establish RaieeaodnKaia- 
such rules and regulations for the management of their as- **®" 
sociation, as a majority of the members may, from time to 
time, determine to be expedient and proper. 

Sect. 3. Said corporation shall be authorized to hold JSiTiff^*** 
real and persond estate to an amoimt not exceeding twenty- ' 
five thouband dollars. 

Sect. 4. This act shall take eflFect from and after its 
passage. [Approved by the Governor, May 31, 1856.] 
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Temu and oon- 
ditions of mort- 
gae«, fcc. 



Chap. 229 Ak Aot in addition to an Act concerning the Yezmont and MatwachnsetU 
' Railroad Company. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor- 
tivesy in General Court assembled, and by the aulhorUy of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. That the mortgage mentioned in the act con- 
cerning the Vermont and Massachusetts Railroad Company, 
approved by the governor on the twenty-first day of March, 
in the year one thousand eight himdred and fifty-six, and 
thereby authorized to be given by said Vermont and Massa- 
chusetts Railroad Company, to secure their bonds, may 
include and convey to the trustees, to be named in said 
mortgage, all the franchise, rights and privileges which are 
now held and enjoyed by said corporation, in this Common- 
wealth ; and said mortgage may be on such terms and con- 
ditions, and with such powers to the mortgagees, of operat- 
ing or selling the said road and property mortgaged, as to 
the stockholders and directors may seem expedient. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take eflfect from and after its 
[Approved by the Governor, May 31, 1856.] 



Bridge across 
BMslUTer,in 
Bereriy. 



Chap. 230 An Act authorizing the County Commisaionen of Essex County to lay out a 
Hiffhway and to cause a Bridge to be built across Bass KiTer, in the town 
of Beverly. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
Hie same, as follows : 

The county conmiissioners for the county of Essex are 
hereby empowered, if in their opinion the common conve- 
nience and necessity require the same, to lay out a high- 
way, and cause to be built, a bridge across Bass River, in 
the town of Beverly, from some point on the westerly shore, 
striking between the houses of John Porter and Benjamin 
Smith, to some point on the easterly shore, striking between 
Federal Street and Railroad Avenue ; and said bridge shall 
be furnished with a draw, suitable, in the opinion of said 
commissioners, for the passage of vessels usually navigating 
said river above the place where said bridge shall be built ; 
and said commissioners, in carrying into effect the provis- 
ions of this act, shall conform to the existing laws relating 
to laying out highways : provided, said bridge can be bvylt 
without expense to the coimty of Essex. [Approved by the 
Governor, May 31, 1856.] 



ProTiao. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1856.— Chapter 231. 149 

An Act ta incoorpoxate the Phillips Wharf Company, in Salem. Chap. 231 

* Be it eruicted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tivesj in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. Stephen C. Phillips, J. Willard Peele, James corpomtow. 
W. Cheever, their associates and successors, are hereby 
made a corporation, by the name of the Phillips Wharf Nanw. 
Company, with power to purchase and hold, in fee simple or po^w. 
otherwise, any part or the whole of the estate extending 
from Derby Street in Salem, to Salem Harbor, and now 
owned by said Stephen C. Phillips, with all the privileges 
and appurtenances to the same belonging, and all rights of 
every kind now vested in said Stephen C. Phillips as owner 
of such wharf. And said corporation may construct docks M»y constmct 
and wharves ; lay vessels within and at the side thereof, and ^ ^^^^' 
receive dockage and wharfage therefor; erect buildings, 
lay out streets and passage ways, and improve and manage 
said property for mcrcantUc purposes, in such manner as to 
them shall seem expedient, and may sell alid convey the 
same or any part thereof. Said corporation may also pur- 
chase such other real estate as may be expedient for the 
beneficial enjoyment of their property, and may contract 
with railroad corporations relative to the transportation of 
passengers and merchandise : provided, that nothing herein Provi«o. 
contained shall authorize the said corporation to infringe 
upon the legal rights of any person, or to build any wharf 
or other structure on the premises which is not now author- 
ized by law. 

Sect. 2. Said corporation may, at any legal nieeting, ^^yj^gj* ^ «- 
agree upon the nimibcr of shares, not exceeding three thou- 
sand, into which their stock shall be divided, which shares 
shall be transferable in a book, to be kept by the clerk of 
the corporation for that purpose; may, from time to time, ^^jjjj°»»»*«'' 
assess upon the stockholdei-s such sums of money, not ex- 
ceeding in the whole one hundred dollars on each share, as 
may be necessary for the purchase, improvement and man- 
agement of their estate ; and may, in case any stockholder 
shall neglect to pay any such assessment, cause such of the 
shares of such stockholder as may be sufficient therefor to 
be sold, in such manner as the said corporation by their by- 
laws may determine. 

Sect. 3. Said corporation shall have all the powers and J^y^^J'^ 
privileges, and be subject to all the duties, restrictions and 
liabilities, contained in the forty-fourth chapter of the Re- 
vised Statutes. 

Sect. 4. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. [Approved by the Governor, May 31, 1856.] 
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Chap. 232 



Appolotanent of 
•opwintaiident. 



Ak Act in mdditkm to «a Act nLtHxf to SnpguHwideati <d Sohooli. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represenla- 
iivesy in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same J as follows: 

Sect. 1. The first section of the three hundred and 
fourteenth chapter of the acts of the year eighteen hundred 
and fifty-four, shall, as applied to cities, be construed to 
mean that the several cities, by an ordinance of the city 
government, may require the school committee to appoint a 
superintendent of public schools, annually. 
No eomMnMtion Sect. 2. lu any city which has heretofore passed an 
S^^^^^ ordinance requiring the school committee to appoint a super- 
intendent of public schools, annually, the school committee 
in such city shall hereafter receive no compensation ; and, 
in any city which may hereafter pass such an ordinance, the 
school committee in such city shall receive no compensation 
after the passage of such ordinance, imless in either case 
the city shall otherwise expressly provide. 

Sect. 3. This act shall take eflfect from and after its 
passage. [Approved by the Governor, May 81, 1856.] 



BzMgvMron 
Skirak Greek, 
In iom«net. 



Phnn 9^*) -^ ^^ ftnthorixmg the Goontj Comminioiien of the Goanty of Brkid to 
\yfiup. 4>oo ^y ^^^ ^ Highway, and conftnMt a Bridge oyer Skunk Oe^ in the Town 
of Somerset. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Blouse of Bjepresentor 
tivesy in General Court assembled^ and by the atuthorityof 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. The county commissioners of the county of 
Bristol, are hereby authorized and empowered to lay out a 
highway and construct a bridge over Skunk Creek, so called, 
on Taunton River, in the town of Somerset, in said county, 
at such place as the public convenience and necessity re- 
quire : provided, that in laying out said highway and con- 
structing said bridge, said coimty commissioners rfiall, in all 
respects, proceed according to the laws regulating the laying 
out and constructing of public highways. 

Sect. 2. Said highway shall be laid out, and said bridge 
constructed and open for public travel, within three years 
from the passage of this act : provided, that the county 
commissioners of the county of Bristol shall deem that pub- 
lic necessity requires the construction of said higliway and 
bridge. 

Sect. 3. This act shall take efiect from and after its 
passage. [Approved by the Chvemor, May 81, 1866.J 
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Air Act detomfning the Boundaiy Line between DanTers and South Danrera. Chap. 234 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives^ in General Cottrt assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same J as follows : 

Sect. 1. The dividing line between Danvers and South DWiitogitoe 
Danvers, determined by the commissioners appointed by his *"**^ *^' 
excellency the governor, under the first section of an act 
entitled, " An act to incorporate the town of South Dan- 
vers," passed on the eighteenth day of May, in the year 
eighteen hundred and fifty-five, and reported to the governor 
by said commissioners, is declared to be, and the same shall 
constitute, the dividing line between said towns of Danvers 
and South Danvers. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take effect on and after its 
passage. ^Approved by the Governor^ May 31, 1856.] 

An Act making proTision for the Unfunded Debt of the Commonweidth. Chap. 235 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
fives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. The treasurer of the Commonwealth is hereby ^iwiwer^wi- 
authori2ed and directed to issue scrip or certificates of debt, sue taocMwo 
m the name and behalf of the Commonwealth, and under **^*^^ 
his signature and the seal of the Conunon wealth, to an 
amount not exceeding three hundred thousand dollars, bear- 
ing an interest of six per cent, per annum, payable semi- 
annually, on the first days of June and December, with 
interest warrants attached thereto, signed by the treasurer ; 
which scrip, or certificates of debt, shall be redeemable as 
follows, viz. : one-third part thereof on the first day of June, 
eighteen hundred and sixty-two, one-third part thereof on 
the first day of June, eighteen hundred and sixty-four, and 
one-third part thereof on the first day of June, eighteen 
hundred and sixty-six ; and shall be countersigned by the 
governor of the Commonwealth, and be deemed a pledge of 
&e faith and credit of the Commonwealth, for the redemp- 
tion thereof; and the treasurer may, under the direction of 
the governor and council, dispose of any portion of said 
scrip, at any price not less than its par value. 

Sect. 2. The funds arising from the disposal of the said ][»"^^®^ ^ *»• 
scrip, shall be applied to the payment of the unfunded debt *^^ 
now existing against the Commonwealth, and to the supply 
of any deficiency which may arise in the current income of 
the present year, to meet the current expenses of the same. 

Sect. 3. The first proceeds of the sale or disposal of the proc«ed»ofiaieof 
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Bjdc^Ba^iandi, interest of the Commonwealth in the lands and flats of the 
owapp . Ba^]^ -g^j^ gQ called, to the amount of three himdred thou- 
sand dollars, shall be invested and held by the treasurer, 
under the direction of the governor and council, and applied 
to the redemption of the scrip issued by virtue of the pro- 
visions of this act. 

Sect. 4. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. {^Approved by the Governor j May 31, 1856.] 

OfUZp. 2ob An. Act to incorporate the Massachusetts School of Agriculture. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives^ in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same^ as follows : 

corporfttow. Sect. 1. Marshall P. Wilder, of Dorchester, Benjamin 

V. French, of Braintree, George W. Lyman, of Waltham, 
Seth Sprague, of Duxbury, Moses Newell, of Newbury, 
Richard S. Fay, of Lynn, Samuel Hooper, of Boston, and 
their successors and associates, are hereby constituted a cor- 
poration by the name of the Trustees of the Massachusetts 

Parpona. School of Agriculturc, for the purpose of holding, maintain- 

ing and conducting, an experimental farm and school 
thereupon, with all needful buildings, library, apparatus 
and appurtenances, for the promotion of agricultural and 

Sri?tii^,'&t horticultural art within this Commonwealth ; with all the 
powers and privileges, and subject to all the duties, liabili- 
ties and restrictions, set forth in the forty-fourth chapter of 
the Revised Statutes. 

SSiTf^lm* Sect. 2. The said corporation may hold, by bequest, gift, 
purchase or otherwise, real and personal estate not exceed- 
ing the sum of five hundred thousand dollars. 

ufe mraibvniiip. |^ect. 3. Any person may become a corporator for life in 
said institution, upon the payment of one hundred dollars to 
the treasurer thereof, who shall, upon such payment, issue 
to him a certificate to that effect. 

uITowaufS*"" Sect. 4. Upon the death or resignation of any trustee in 
said corporation, or upon his incapacity to perform the du- 
ties thereof, by reason of mental or other infirmity, or by 
reason of prolonged absence from the Commonwealth, the 
surviving or remaining members thereof, together with the 
corporators for the time being, shall have power to choose a 
successor at any meeting duly notified for that purpose, and 
five members shall constitute a quorum, unless the number 
shall be I'educed by death or otherwise, below that number, 
in which event three shall constitute a quorum for that pur- 
pose. 
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Sect. 5. In the event of a dissolution of said corporation, w*?omx <rf pr^ 
by the voluntary act of said trustees and corporators, at any Siution*** 
time, the real and personal property belonging to the corpo- 
ration shall devolve upon, and belong to, the Commonwealth, 
to be held by the same, and to be disposed of as it may see 
fit, in the advancement of agricultural education. ^Approved 
by the Governor , May 31, 1856.] 

An Act aathonzing the Troj and Greenfield Railroad Company to change Cfuxp, 237 

location. •* * 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tiveSy in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. The Troy and Greenfield Railroad Company Location dumgwi 
are hereby authorized to change their location on the main 
route, at such places as will, in the opinion of the chief 
engineer, improve the line of the road, shorten the same, 
and diminish the cost of construction : provided, the termini ptotIso. 
of said road shall not be changed. 

Sect. 2. Such changes, as are made under the provisions of Locatkm fl]«i. 
the first section of this act, shall be filed in the clerk's 
office, for the counties of Franklin and Berkshire, within 
one year from the time they are made. 

Sect. 8. All owners of land, over which this railroad PMgffM M MMe d 
has been located, shall have die right to claim and have jean. 
their damages assessed, any time within three years from 
the passage of this act. {^Approved by the Governor, May 
31, 1856.] 

Ax Act confirming the Union of the Charles Riyer Railroad Company and Ch(W. 238 
the New York and Boston Railroad Company, and extending the time for 
locating and oonstraeting the same. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. Tlie union of the several companies Arming ^^ <rfrsn- 
the New York and Boston Railroad Company, in conformity * 
with the provisions of the one hundred and fifth chapter of 
the acts of eighteen hundred and fifty-five, is hereby con- 
firmed, and the several acts heretofore passed, regarding 
the Charles River Branch and the Charles River Railroad, 
are confirmed to said united New York and Boston Railroad 
Company. 

Sect. 2. The times within which said company are Time tn locat- 
required to locate and construct their roads, are hereby J^JJ**"""^**"* 
extended one year. 

20 
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Sect. 8. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. [^Approved by ike GrovemoTj Map 31, 1856.] 

Chap. 239 -^ ^<^ ^ rdatum to tbe Aasettment and CoUection of Tazfw. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representee 
tivesy in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

iJ»jtob^B«jn Sect. 1. Taxes assessed on real estate hereafter mort- 
«ute,fce. gaged, shall, in all cases, constitute a lien thereon for two 
years after they are committed to the collector ; and said 
taxes, with the incidental costs and expenses, may be levied 
by sale in the same manner, and with the same effect, as is 
now by law provided in cases of real estate not mortgaged : 
ProTi». provided, however, that before such sale, any mortgagee may 

have the right to pay the said taxes and necessary charges 
and expenses, and upon such payment shall have a lien 
therefor, which may be enforced as above named. 
^^StlTi!^ Sect. 2. Whenever the owner of real estate subject to 
]Mid by mort8»- mortgage, shall, for three months after demand of payment, 
^'* refuse or neglect to pay the taxes legally assessed upon the 

same, the collector may demand the taxes due thereon, of 
any owner or holder of any mortgage thereon ; and if said 
taxes shall be paid thereupon by him, the same, with ten 
per cent, interest and all necessary intervening charges, shall 
constitute a lien upon such real estate, which lien may be 
enforced as provided in the first section of this act : and, in 
cases where by the conditions of the mortgage the mort- 
gagor is to pay the taxes, the said mortgage shall not be 
redeemed without the consent of the holder or owner thereof, 
in writing, imless and until payment is made of the sum for 
which said lien shall exist. In all such cases of payment of 
taxes by the owner or holder of a mortgage, the collector 
shall, if so required, deliver to the person so paying a receipt 
therefor, duly acknowledged by him, which, if recorded in 
the registry of deeds for the county where the real estate is 
situated, within three days thereafter, shall be notice to all 
persons of such lien. 
i^wii^^ofB^ Sect. 3. Any mortgagee, upon taking possession of any 
*^'*** ^on, &e. * real estate by force of his mortgage, shall be liable to pay 
all taxes then due, and the costs and expenses of any sale 
that shall have taken place ; and when any such taxes, costs 
and expenses shall be so paid by him, — ^in cases where by 
the conditions of the mortgage, the mortgagor is to pay the 
taxes, — ^there shall be a lien therefor to said mortgagee, with 
ten per cent, interest thereon, which lien may be enforced 
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as named in the first section of this act ; a receipt for such 
taxes may be required by the collector, acknowledged and 
recorded, as named in the second section of this act, and 
with like effect. 

Sect. 4. In all cases of sale of real estate for the pay- s.j. court to 
ment of taxes assessed thereon, the supreme judicial court JSJirr*^*^ 
shall have equity powers : provided^ relief be sought within 
five years from such sale. 

Sect. 5. No sale of real estate for taxes, shall affect the saien<rt to affect 
rights of any person not taxable therefor, unless a written *^'^ ^' 
demand is first made upon said person, by the collector, for 
the payment of said taxes. 

Sect. 6. Chapter two hundred and thirteen of the stat- Acta repeakd. 
utes of the year eighteen hundred and forty-nine, and chap- 
ter two hundred and eighteen of the statutes of the year 
eighteen hundred and fifty, are hereby repealed. [^Approved 
by the Ghvemor^ May 31, 1856.] 

An Act to incorporate the Children's Home and Home for Aged Females, in Chttp. 240 

Roxbury. ^ 

Be it enacted by the Senate^ and House of Representor 
tiveSy in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. James Ritchie, John Rogers, Charles K. Dilla- corpor»to«. 
way and James Waldock, their associates and successors, 
are hereby made a corporation by the name of the Children's Name. 
Home and Home for aged Females, in Roxbury, for the Purpo». 
purpose of providing for destitute children and aged females, 
and affording a temporary home for the same ; with all the Prfviiegef, re- 
powers, and subject to all the duties and liabilities set forth ■^*^**°'*'' **'• 
in the forty-fourth chapter of the Revised Statutes. 

Sect. 2. Said corporation may take and hold real estate, Keai and personal 
not exceeding the value of twenty thousand dollars, and Sed «w!m ^*" 
personal estate not exceeding the value of thirty thousand 
dollars, for the aforesaid charitable purposes. 

Sect. 3. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. [Approved by the Governor, May 31, 1866.] 

An Act in aid of the Lebanon Springs Aqueduct Company. Chap, 241 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. The Lebanon Springs Aqueduct Company, (a Mjyim^Teoer- 
corporation created by act of the legislature of the State of ^ » ^• 
New York,) is hereby authorized and empowered to improve 
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the streams and springs of water on the west side of Han- 
cock Mountain, lying in the town of Hancock, in this Com- 
monwealth, for the purpose of supplying the inhabitants of 
the village of Lebanon Springs, in the town of New Lebanon 
and State of New York, with good and wholesome water : 
provided^ that nothing in this section shall authorize said 
company to divert water from any spring or pond on the 
summit of said mountain, which supplies any stream on the 
east side of said mountain, or divert any water from any 
stream, brook or pond, on the east side of said mountain. 

Sect. 2. Said aqueduct company is hereby authorized to 
convey the water from said streams and springs in under- 
ground aqueducts, to the State line, near said village of 
Lebanon Springs. 
_«,how«». Sect. 3. All damages which may be sustained by reason 
of the taking by said corporation of any of the ponds or brooks 
aforementioned, or of the water thereof, or the water-rights 
connected therewith, or of diverting any portion of said 
water from its natural channel into other channels, or of 
erecting and maintaining any dam or reservoir, or digging 
up any land, street, road or highway, and entering upon the 
same for laying, repairing and maintaining pipes, conduits, 
hydrants and other apparatus necessary thereto, shall be 
paid by the said corporation to the individual or corporation 
injured, which damages shall be assessed in the same man- 
ner as is provided in the twenty-fourth chapter of the 
powwtoiiij Revised Statutes with regard to highways. The said aque- 
•qoednet. j^^^ compauy shall also have power to lay down and repair 
any under-ground aqueduct constructed under the authority 
conferred by this act, along any highway or street in the 
ProTiM. town of Hancock, leading to Lebanon Springs : provided, 

that in so doing they shall not impede or obstruct the travel 
on the same. 

Sect. 4. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. {^Approved by the Governor^ May 31, 1856.] 

Chap* 242 -^ ^^ ^ repeal ** An Act to incorporate the Tremont Gas-light Company." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representn- 
tivesj in General Covrt assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same^ as follows : 

Aeti«p«ii«d. An act to incorporate the Tremont Gas-Light Company, 
passed on the fourteenth day of February, in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and forty-six, is hereby repealed, 
[Approved by the Governor^ May 31, 1856.] 
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An Act extending the time for the Construction of the Agricultural Branch Chap. 243 

ftaihroad. ^ 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Hotise of Representor 
tivesj in General Court assembledj and by the authority of 
the same J as follows : 

The time allowed to the Agricultural Branch Railroad tud* for con- 
Company, to construct its railroad, is hereby extended one tendedoVyw. 
year. J[Approved by the Governor, May 31, 1856.] 

Ax Act to enable the Proprietors of Certain Lands in Nortliampton to pro- Chap, 244 
tcct the same against Inundation. ^* 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor- 
tiveSj in General Court assembledj and by the authority of 
the sqffiej as follows : 

Sect. 1. Whenever five or more of the several proprietors Proprietow of 
of the lands described in the following section shall desire the iJjJSSdJn"!"* 
construction of such dikes, mounds or other works or erec- 
tions, as shall better protect said lands against inundation 
and overflow, and enable the said proprietors the more se- 
curely to improve the same, they may form themselves into 
a corporation in the manner hereinafter mentioned. 

Sect. 2. The lands to which this act shall extend, are LwdB described, 
situated in the town of Nortliampton, in the county of 
Hampshire, in the vicinity of Maple and Fruit Streets, in 
said Northampton, and are located within the following 
limits, to wit : Beginning at or near the southerly end of 
South Street Bridge, and thence running along the right 
bank of Mill River to the embankment made by the Connec- 
ticut River Railroad ; thence along said embankment to a 
point about fifteen hundred and thirty feet below the Con- 
necticut River Railroad Bridge over Mill River; thence 
across the meadows from said embankment to Port Hill, at 
a point about six hundred and sixty feet from said embank- 
ment ; thence along the base of Fort Hill to the place of 
beginning. 

Sect. 3. Upon the application of any five or more of JtwtieenMycau 
such proprietors, as aforesaid, to any justice of the peace,*"*" ^ 
he shall issue his warrant to one of the applicants, directing 
him to call a meeting of all the proprietors of said lands, in 
the manner prescribed by the second and third sections of 
the forty-third chapter of the Revised Statutes. 

Sect. 4. The said proprietors, when assembled, pursuant Proprietors maj 
to such noti^, may proceed to organize themselves as a cor- *>'«*'»*^' 
poration : provided^ a majority of all the proprietors, whether p«>^*~- 
present or absent, shall agree and vote so to do ; and they 
may thereupon choose a clerk, treasurer, three or more 
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assessors, and a collector, all of whom shall continue in 
office imtil removed by said proprietors, or until others are 

cwrkuidMSM- chosen in tlieir stead ; and the clerk and assessors shall be 
sworn to the faithful discharge of their duty ; and said pro- 
prietors may also choose such committees and other officers, 
as they shall think necessary for the management of tlieir 
affairs, and may agree upon and direct the manner of call- 
ing future meetings. 

^roprtBtonrnfty Sect. 5. In furtherance of the objects of this act, the 

_. -.- ^^.^ proprietors are authorized to construct and maintain, 

anywhere within the limits defined in the second section, 
any dike, mound, or other work or erection, which shall be 
deemed by them suitable and sufficient; and they may, 
from time to time, raise money for that purpose, aiyl for 
defraying their common charges, and for managing their 
affairs as a corporation. 
*,&c. Sect. 6. All moneys duly voted to be raised, pursuant 
to tlie last section, shall be assessed by the assessors of said 
corporation upon the several proprietors, having regard to 
the quantity, quality and situation of each person's jwirt of 
the lands, to the extent of his legal or equitable interest in 
the same, and to the benefit that he will derive from the 
works constructed; and any proprietor, ^ho j-hall think him- 
self over-rated in such assessment, may apply for relief to 
the county commissioners for Hampshire county, who shall 
hear and determine the case, and whose judgment thereon 
shall be final. 

Sect. 7. The clerk of the proprietors shall issue his 

i^iit!^^^^' warrant to the collector, requiring him to collect all sums 
assessed by said assessors, as well as all sums adjudged by 
said county commissioners to be paid by any person apply- 
ing to them for relief, (tlieir said judgment having been first 
certified to the said clerk,) and to pay over the tame to the 
treasurer, or other proper officer, according to the order of 
the proprietors ; and the collector shall collect the said sums 
in the same manner as collectors of towns are authorized to 
collect town taxes. 

M^gmandiM Sect. 8. The said proprietors, when organized, as afore- 
^ ' said, may adopt any suitable corporate name, and may sue 

and be sued as a corporation, for any matter concerning 
their common property, and may appear, prosecute and de- 
fend, by their agent or attorney, duly authorized. 

Amonntofdwn- Sect. 9. If, iu thc coustruction of any dike, mound, or 

•- «- other work or erection contemplated by this act, it shall be 

necessary to locate, abut, or build the same upon the lands 

of any person with whom said proprietors are unable to 
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adjust the terms of compensation therefor, it shall never- 
theless be lawful for the said proprietors to proceed to 
locate, abut and build the same on said lands ; and the dis- 
senting party may thereupon apply to the county commis- 
sioners for Hampshire county, who shall determine the 
amount of such compensation ; and either party, if dissatis-^J^partjmaj 
fied with such determination* may have the same assessed*** 
by a jury to be summoned, and all proceedings before them 
conducted, and their verdict returned and enforced, in the 
manner provided in the twenty-fourth chapter of the Revised 
Statutes, for the relief of parties aggrieved by the assess- 
ment of damages for lands taken for highways. \_Approved 
by the Governor^ June 3, 1856.] 

An Act for the better protection of the Public at Kailroad Croesings. Chup. 245 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tivesy in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the samey as follows : 

If the mayor and aldermen of any city, or the selectmen Pubuc nfety at 
of any town, wherein any turnpike, highway, street or town- ing8. 
way, which is crossed by any railroad upon the same grade, 
is situated, shall be of opinion, in any particular case, that 
the safety of the public would be more effectually secured 
by the stationing of a flag-man, than by the erection of a 
gate at such railroad crossing,, as provided for by the eighti- 
eth section of the thirty-ninth chapter of the Revised Stat- 
utes, the said mayor and aldermen, or the said selectmen, 
may, in writing, request the corporation to which said rail- 
road belongs to station a flag-man at such crossing, who shall 
display a flag whenever any locomotive engine or train of cars 
passes at such crossing ; and if said corporation shall refuse 
or neglect so to do, the said mayor and aldermen, or select- 
men, may apply to tlie county commissioners to decide upon county oommb- 
the reasonableness of such request ; and if said commission- dSS"* "*^ ***" 
ers, after due notice, and hearing the parties, shall decide that ^^' ^^ ''^°™ 
the stationing of such flag-man is necessary for the security 
of the public, the said railroad corporation shall comply with 
said decision, and shall pay the costs of the application ; 
and if the said commissioners shall be of opinion that the 
stationing of such flag-man is not required as aforesaid, the 
said mayor and aldermen or selectmen, shall be liable to pay 
all the costs of their application. [^Approved by the Gov- 
ernor ^ June S, 1866.] 
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Chap, 246 An Act to secure Unifonnity of Fees in the Courts of this Commonwetl^ 

Be U enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tiveSj in General Court assembledy and by the anUhorUy of 
the samey as follows : 

r«MMtobii>hed. The charge for blank writs, the entry fee of the clerk, and 
the term fee of the prevailing party, shall hereafter be the 
same in the supreme judicial court and the court of common 
pleas, as they now are in the superior court for the county 
of Suffolk. [Approved by the Governor^ June 3, 1856.] 

Chap, 247 -^ ^^ establishing Boards of Trustees for the State Lunatic Hospitals, and 
^' in addition to the Acts concerning Lunatic Hospitals. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represenla- 
tiveSy in General Court assembledy and by the authority of 
the samCy as follows : 

Board of tnw- Sect. 1. The government of each of the State Lunatic 
****• Hospitals at Worcester, Taunton and Northampton, shall be 

vested in a board of five trustees, to be appointed and com- 
missioned by the governor, with the advice and consent of 
the council. When one year shall have expired after the 
first appointment of a board under the provisions of this act, 
one trustee shall be appointed and commissioned annually ; 
and for this purpose the place of the first named trustee in 
the board shall thereafter be annually vacated, and the name 
of the trustee appointed to fill the vacancy shall be placed at 
the bottom of the list. 
vwttnghMpi- Sect. 2. There shall be a thorough visitation of the sev- 
eral hospitals, at least once a month, by two of the trustees 
of their respective institutions, a quarterly visitation by a 
majority of the board, and a semi-annual visitation by the 
whole board. 
Law to apply to Sect. 3. All the provisious of chapter forty-eight of the 
aSptiSf.** **'^" Revi»*ed Statutes, for the government of the State Lunatic 
Hospital at Worcester, and of subsequent acts relating to 
lunatics, except as herein provided, so far as the same can 
be made applicable, are hereby extended and made applicable 
to the management of the hospital for the insane established 
at Northampton. 
Powew of courta. Sect. 4. The justices of the supreme judicial court, or of 
the court of common pleas, at any term held within and for 
the county of Hampshire, shall have the same powers with 
reference to the hospital at Northampton, that are now ^ven 
to them at any term held within and for the county of Wor- 
cester with reference to the hospital at Worcester. 
Sect. 5. The trustees to be appointed under this act, for 
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the hospital for the insane established at Northampton, shall, < 



when said hospital is completed and ready to receive patients, otSaJSS,\c. 
give notice thereof to his excellency the governor, who shall 
Qiereupon direct the removal from the hospitals at Worcester 
and Taunton, of such number of their inmates as he may deem 
proper ; and at any time hereafter the governor shall cause 
to be removed from either hospital to another, such inmates 
as circumstances or the necessities of the case may, in his 
judgment, require. 

Sect. 6. All acts and parts of acts, inconsistent with the ^"2^*^* *^ 
provisions of this act, are hereby repealed. " 

Sect. 7. This act shall take effect from and after its pas- 
sage. lApproved by the Governor^ June 3, 1856.] 

Ak Act in addition to the several Acts for the protection of the Fisheries in Chap. 248 

Ipswich RiTer. •* * 

Be it encoded by the Senate and House of Representee 
twesy in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the samCy a>s follows : 

Sect. 1. When any person is found violating the pro- ^^^ JJ^ 
visions of any law for the protection of the fisheries in Ips- toruniawfta * 
wich River, it shall be lawful for any constable of the towns *^' 
mentioned in said acts, to seize and detain any boat, vessel, 
or nets, used by such persons as are found violating said 
laws for the protection of fisheries in Ipswich River, and 
hold such boat, vessel or nets, until the lowest fine named 
in those acts shall be paid, or good and suflBcient bond, with 
surety, shall be given, to abide the judgment of the court in 
that case. 

" Sect. 2. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. {^Approt^ed by the Governor j June 3, 1856.] 

Ak Act in relation to the Salary of the Diatrict-Attome j of the Middle Chap, 249 

District ** ' 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives^ in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same J as follows : 

Sect. 1. The annual salary of the district-attorney for siJwjc 
the Middle District, shall hereafter be one thousand dollars, "^ 
to be paid to him out of the treasury of the State, in quar- 
terly payments, and in that proportion for any part of a 
quarter. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. lApproved by the Governor, June 8, 1866.] 

21 
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Chap. 250 Av Act in addition to an Aet to inoocponKle the WillistonSe^^ 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tiveSy in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the samey as follows : 

i^hoidtao.ooo Sect. 1. The Williston Seminary is hereby authorized 
I^^wMa'S^to hold real and personal estate, of the value of thirty 
*•*•• thousand dollars, in addition to the amount which it is now 

authorized to hold, and the income of the same shall be 
ineoiMAppUed. applied to the same purposes as are specified in the act of 

incorporation of said seminary. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take eflFect from and ailer its 

passage. {_Approved by the Governor j June 3, 1856.] 

Chat). 251 ^^ ^^ ^ incorporate the MafltachoaeCti Homoeopathic Medical Soetety. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tiveSy in General Court assembled^ and by the a^hority of 
the same J as follows : 

Sect. 1. Samuel Gregg, William Wesselhoeft, Luther 
Clark, George Russell, Milton Fuller, John A. Tarbell, 
David Thayer, their associates and successors, physicians, 
NasM. be, and they hereby are, made a corporation by the name 

of the Massachusetts Homoeopathic Medical Society; 
with all the powers and privileges, and subject to all the 
duties, liabilities and restrictions, set forth in the forty-fourth 
chapter of the Re\'ised Statutes. 
RMiandpenonai Sect. 2. Said Corporation may hold real and personal 
estote, $60,000. ^g^^ ^ ^j^^ amouut of fifty thousand dollars. 
Members not en- Sect. 3. Thc mcmbcrs of Said society shall not be liable 
rolled in militia. ^ y^^ mustcred Or enrolled in the militia of this Commons 

wealth. 
Adttisfionof Sect. 4. The members of said society, or such of their 
°*^^^* oflScers or members as they shall appoint, shall have full 
power and authority to examine all candidates for member- 
ship, concerning the practice of specific medicine and sur- 
Ptoy\»o- gery : provided^ said candidates shall sustain a good moral 

character, and shall present letters, testimonial of tlieir 
qualifications, from some legally authorized medical institu- 
tion ; and if, upon such examination, the said candidates 
shall be found qualified for membership, they shall receive 
the approbation of the society. 

Sect. 5. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. [Approved by the Governor^ June 3, 1856.] 
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Air Act oonoerning Insoianoe Companies. Chctp. 252 

Be U enacted by the SeruUe and House of Representor 
tivesy in General Court assembled^ and by the atUhority of 
(he same, as follows: 

GENERAL SECTIONS. 

Sect. 1. All insurance companies that have been, or may Powm and da. 
hereafter be, incorporated in this Commonwealth, may exer- ^m^llLiteB!*^^^ 
cise the powers, and shall be subject to the duties and liabili- 
ties provided in this act, and in the forty-fourth chapter of 
the Revised Statues, so far as may be consistent with the 
provisions of their respective charters. 

Sect. 2. The first meeting of any insurance company, rint meeuogfl, 
shall be called by a notice, signed by one or more persons*'*'''**"*** 
named in the act of incorporation, setting forth the time, 
place, and purposes of the meeting ; and such notice shall, 
seven days at least before the meeting, be delivered to each 
member, or published in some newspaper of the county in 
which the company may be established, or if there be no 
newspaper in the county, then in some newspaper in an 
adjoining county. 

Sect. 3. All companies shall give notice in writing, to the Notice to tecreta. 
secretary of the Commonwealth, of the acceptance of their weauh.^"^^"' 
charter, and organization under the same, within one year 
from the date thereof, or the same shall be void. 

Sect. 4. No company shall deal or trade in buying or Notu) doai in 
selling goods, wares, merchandise or other like property, '^^^^^^^ 
excepting such articles as may have been insured by such 
company, and losses are claimed thereon by the insured. 

Sect. 5. It shall not be lawful for any insurance compa- BuaincM to be 
ny, incorporated by this Commonwealth, to do business poSiS^naiM'' 
under any other name, style, designation or title, than is °°*^* 
expressed in its charter ; and every company doing business 
in this Conmion wealth, shall conduct the same in the proper 
and corporate name of said company, and not by various 
and different names ; and the policies and contracts of insur- 
ance issued by any company shall be headed or entitled 
only by the corporate name or title of said company ; and 
all insurance companies that have been, or that hereafter 
may be, incorporated in this Commonwealth, shall have their 
ofiSce in the town or city specified in said charter ; and in 
case such companies establish agencies in other towns or 
cities, all signs, cards, pamphlets and advertisements, exhib- 
ited or issued by them, shall specify the town or city where 
the company they represent is located. 

Sect, 6. All mortgages on real estate, held by any insur- 
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^dM w^ ance company, shall be liable to be attached, takea and s/dd 
C^&one]^^ on execution, in the manner provided in the fifty-second, 
fifty-tliird and fifty-fourth sections of the thirty-sixth chapter 
of the Revised Statutes, in respect to mortgages held by 
banks. And the secretary shall do the duties therein 
required of cashiers and clerks, 
liabtetotan. Sect. 7. Evcry insuraucc company, chartered in this 
*^' Commonwealth, shall be liable to be taxed by any general 

wjecton^to- law taxing similar insurance companies ; and the directors 
■Mnt shall, when required, furnish to the legislature, or to a cooi- 

mittee thereof, or to the insurance conunissioners, a state- 
ment of their affairs, and submit to an examination on os,thy 
concerning the same ; every such statement to be first signed 
by the president and secretary, and under oath declared by 
them to be correct, according to their best knowledge and 
belief. 
mSS?toMm^ Sect. 8. Every insurance company doing business in tiii« 
•kmen. Commouwealth shall, before the fifteenth day of November, 

annually, transmit to the insurance commissioners of this 
Commonwealth, a statement of its affitirs, on the first day of 
said month, in the form appended to this act, adapted to the 
business done by such companies respectively ; said state- 
ment to be signed and sworn to by the president and secre- 
commiiaioiiento tary. And the insurance commissioners shall, annually, in 
wSSSb. **™ ^^'the month of September, furnish to the insurance companies 
in this Commonwealth, and to the agents of foreign insur- 
ance companies, doing business in this Conmionwealth, two 
or more printed copies of the form of return to be made by 
them. Insurance companies, chartered beyond the limits of 
the United States, and doing business in this Common wealfli, 
shall make return of their standing on the first day of June, 
in each year, agreeably to the form required of companies 
doing a similar business in this Conmionwealth ; the said 
returns to be made to the insurance commissioners on or 
before the fifteenth day of November, annually ; said returns 
to be verified and sworn to, before some consul or vice-con- 
sul of the United States, by two or more of the principaL 
officers of such insurance company ; and the insurance 
commissioners shall furnish to the agents of companies char- 
tered beyond the limits of the United States, two or more 
printed copies of the form of return to be made by them, 
whenever applied to by the agents of any such companies. 
2JS^*'^Every insurance company doing business in this Common- 
wealth, neglecting to make the returns as required under 
this act, shall forfeit one hundred dollars for each and every 
day's neglect, and every company tbat diall wiliully make 
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&ise statements diall be liable to a fine of not less than five 
hundred dollars, nor more than five thousand dollars, to be 
recovered in the name of the Commonwealth ; and all insur- 
ance companies now incorporated in this Commonwealth, 
and all foreign companies, doing business therein, shall, in 
their next return after the passage of this act, conform to 
&e provisions thereof, and the returns made to the insurance 
commissioners in November next, shall conform to the 
required table. Tiie insurance commissioners, in connec-comnii8don««to 
tion with their annual report, shall prepare an abstract of p"p*" •*»^»*^*- 
all the returns made to them by the companies chartered by, 
or doing business in, this Commonwealth, and the agents' 
statements, or returns, and cause the same to be printed, 
and furnished to the legislature in the month of January, 
annually. All fines and forfeitures collected under this law, 
shall be paid into the treasury of the Commonwealth. 

Sect. 9. All insurance companies incorporated by, and compi^ t^y 
doing business under the laws of this Commonwealth, may, ^^^*^ "' 
at any annual or special meeting thereof, adopt any rules for 
conducting their business, which shall not be repugnant to 
the provisions of their respective charters, or to the laws of 
the Commonwealth : provided^ that it shall not be lawful ProTiro. 
for any insurance company, incorporated in this Common- 
wealth, by any condition, stipulation or restriction, in the 
poUoy or by-laws, to designate the county in which any suit 
at law or in equity shall be brought against said company, 
or limit the time of commencing such suit to a less period 
flian two years from the time the right of said suit or action 
shall accrue : provided, also, that all matters proposed to i^o *^Sk?°flre 
be acted upon at any meeting, shall be specified in the call or marine risiu! 
for the same. No life insurance company shall issue poli- 
cies insuring fire or marine risks. The secretary and treas- Treasurer and 
nrer of such insurance companies shall give bond for the JJ^SbOT^.*** 
faithful discharge of their respective duties, in such sum as 
may be required by the directors. 

Sect. 10. The insurance commissioners, if, in their opin- commiiwione»to 
ion the same be expedient, are hereby authorized to calcu-S^wSndin^ure 
late, or cause to be calculated by a suitable person appointed S^'iSt!***"*^ 
by them, the existing value, on some day in every year des- 
ignated by them, of all outstanding policies of life insurance 
in companies authorized to make insurance on lives in this 
Commonwealth ; and such calculated values shall be included 
by the insurance commissioners in their annual report to the 
legislature. And by way of compensation for the making 
of said calculation, the insurance companies shall pay an 
amount equal to one cent on every thousand dollars insured 
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by them on lives. All companies making insurance upon 
lives, or their agents, in this Commonwealth, shall furnish 
to the commissioners, or to the person employed by them, 
an attested statement, certified in the same manner in which 
their returns are required to be certified ; which statement 
shall set forth in form the number, date and amount of each 
policy, and the age of the insured, at the period of its date ; 
or ill lieu of furnishing such statement, the companies shall 
admit the person who is to make the calculation, into their 
oflBces, and shall pay his necessary expenses thither and 
back ; in default whereof the said companies, or their agents, 
shall be liable to the same penalties imposed for neglect to 
make returns. 

INSUEANCE COMPANIES HAVING SPEaFIC CAPITALS. 

Choke of direct- Sect. 11. Evcry insurance company with a specific cap- 
ital, shall annually choose, by ballot, from the stockholders 
of the company > resident within this Commonwealth, not less 
than five directors, who shall hold office for one year, and 
until others are chosen and duly qualified in their stead. 
Such directors, when elected and notified, shall, before they 
are qualified to act, declare their acceptance of the same, in 
writing, to the secretary of the company. Not less than 

Quorum. four dircctors shall constitute a quorum ; and all questions 

VMueke. shall be decided by a majority of those present. Vacancies 
in any office may be filled by the directors, or by a meeting 

proxiei. of stockholders called for that purpose. Proxies may be 

authorized in writing, each share to be entitled to one vote ; 
but no stockholder shall be entitled to cast over thirty votes. 
The record of the votes, whether cast in person or by proxy, 
made by the secretary or clerk of any insurance company, 
shall be evidence of all such elections. 

Choice of preri- Sect. 12. The directors shall, annually, by ballot, clioose 

dent and aecre- ^ president aiid secretary and such other officers as the rules 
direct; the president shall be chosen from the board of 

Sworn. directors; the president and secretary shall annually be 

sworn to the faithful discharge of their duties ; the president 
shall preside at all meetings of the stockholders and direc- 
tors, but when absent, a president pro tern, may be chosen, 

Secretory to keep as the mectuig may determine. The secretary shall keep a 
true record of the votes of the stockholders, and of the 
directors ; a true list of the stockholders, and number of 
shares standing in the name of each ; a true record of all 
transfers of shares ; and shall keep, or cause to be kept, a 
record of all policies issued by the company, and of all 
assignments and transfers thereof; and shall keep such 
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additional books as the president and directors may re- 
quire. 

Sect. 13. Special meetings of the stockholders may be bikkjui meetingi. 
called by the directors, when they think proper ; and they 
shall call such meetings on the written application of the 
owners of one-fifth part of the capital, or of twenty stock- 
holders ; said stockholders setting forth in their application 
the purposes of the meeting. 

Sect. 14. The capital stock, unless otherwise specially capit^w^j 
provided for by the act of incorporation, shall be paid in, in E^winT«t^. 
cash, within twelve months from the date of the charter ; 
and no company shall issue a policy until the whole amount 
of its capital shall have been subscribed and paid in, in 
cash, unless otherwise provided in the charter of such com- 
pany, nor until a certificate from the insurance commission- 
ers shall have been obtamed, authorizing such company to 
issue policies. And the insurance commissioners shall 
examine the same, and a majority of the directors shall make 
oath that such money has been paid in by the stockholders 
towards payment of their respective shares, and not for any 
other purpose, and that it is intended that the same shall 
remain as the capital of the company, to be invested as 
required by the provisions of this act. Nor in any case shall 
certificates of full shares be issued, until the whole capital 
shall have been paid in ; and the said capital stock shall be 
invested in the stocks of the United States, or of this Com- 
monwealth, or of any city or town thereof, or in any of the 
banks thereof, or in any railroads thereof, which have been 
completed and paid for, the franchises of which are not 
pledged or mortgaged, or in bonds of railroad corporations 
in this Commonwealth, or may be loaned on mortgages of 
real estate therein, or on pledges of any of the stocks or 
bonds named in this section : provided^ that no insurance Prortoo. 
company shall own more than one-fourth of the capital of 
any one bank, nor shall any such company invest in, or loan 
on, the stocks and bonds both included, in any one railroad 
company, more than one-tenth of its own capital, nor in the 
aggregate, shall the investment in, and loan on, all railroad 
property, exceed one-fifth of its own capital. Not more 
than one-half of its capital shall be loaned on mortgage of real 
estate, and not more than one-tenth part of the capital of 
said insurance company, actually existing, shall be invested 
in a single mortgage. And if any investment or loan be 
made in any manner not authorized by this act, the directors 
making, or authorizing the same to be made, shall be per- 
sonally liable to the stockholders for any loss occasioned 
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thereby. Nothing contained in this act shall c<mipel any 
insurance company, chartered by this Commonwealth, now 
doing business, to change any inyestment that was originally 
legally made. 

■iAacob*tek««. Sect. 15. Companies thus organized may insiu^ vessels, 
freights, goods, money, efifects, money lent on bottomry or 
respondentia, against the perils of the sea, and other perils 
usually insured against by marine insurance; dwelling- 
houses and other buildings, merchandise and other personal 
property, against loss by fire, according to their respective 

unitatioaof charters. But no stock company shall hold on any one risk, 
a sum exceeding one-tenth part of the capital existing, and 
surplus, after deducting all losses, claims, liabilities, and 

poMa^bow to debts due from the company. All policies shall be signed 
by the president and secretary ; in the absence of the presi- 
dent by two directors, and in the absence of the secretary 
by a secretary pro tern. 

SSJ^oSa^ Sect. 16. At each annual meeting of the company^ the 
directors shall cause to be furnished to the stockholders, a 
statement of the condition of the company, and in nuiking 
dividends, shall not consider any part of the premium money 
divisible, until the risks for which the same was paid have 
absolutely been terminated. But in making up their annual 
statement, they shall be required to charge themselves only 
with such portions of the cash or notes received on policies 
which are unexpired, as would be required to reinsure all 
outstanding risks. When the capital shall have been reduced 
by losses, or from any other cause, the amount thereafter to 
be taken on any one risk shall correspondhigly be reduoed 

JJ^^g^ to the limitation in the fifteenth section of this act. If the 

ton. directors allow more to be insured than is authorized by this 

section, on any one risk, they shall be liable for any loss on 
any amount exceeding one-tenth the existing capital. If 
any company shall be under liability for losses actually sus- 
tained, equal to the capital, and the president and directors 
knowing it, shall make insurance or assent thereto, they 
shall be personally liable for the loss, if any take place under 

Lj^rajjofrtock-such insurance. And whenever the charter permits the 
capital stock to be paid by instalments, if said capital be 
lessened by losses before all instalments are paid in, each 
stockholder shall be liable for the instalments unpaid on his 
shares at the time of such loss ; and no dividend shall be 
made until the capital is restored to its original amount. 

Sect. 17. Every company shall, annually, between the 
first and tenth day of May, make return by mail or other- 
wise, to the assessors of every city or town in tliis Conunon- 
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wealthy in which any stockholder resides, of the names of 

such stockholders, the number of shares belonging to each 

on the first day of May, with the par value and the cash 

market value of the shares, as far as they can ascertain the 

same, deducting the value of real estate as assessed to the 

corporation ; and every company shall make return of the 

number of shares of corporate stocks of all kinds held by 

them as collateral security for the debt or liability of any 

person residing in such town or city on the first day of May, 

with the names of the persons, number of shares, and par 

value of each kind. Any company neglecting to make thePenaitjtoriwc- 

retums provided in this section, or that shall wilfully make 

false reioms, shall forfeit, for each oflFence, not less than 

fifty, nor more than one thousand dollars, to the use of the 

city or town in which such stockholder may reside ; to be 

recovered in the name of such city or town. 

MUTUAL MARINE AND MUTUAL FIRE AND MARINE INSURANCE 
COMPANIES. 

Sect. 18. All mutual marine and mutual fire and marine Biectton of offl- 
insnrance companies which may hereafter be established by**"'*''' 
a law of this Commonwealth, shall be subject to the pro- 
visions embraced in the twenty-third, twenty-fourth, and 
twenty-fifth sections of this act, relating to mutual fire 
insurance companies, and shall, before commencing busi- 
ness, have an agreement substantially as follows, viz. : — 

"The subscribers, members of the insurance com-^*^®'**'^ 

pany, severally agree to pay said company, on demand, the ™*^ ' 
sums set against our names ; or such part thereof as may 
be called in for the use of the company, in money or prom- 
issory notes." 

Policies of insurance may be issued by such company, ^^^?^j52d 
whenever two hundred thousand dollars, if the company is ^^ 
in Boston, or one hundred thousand dollars, if the company 
is in any other city or town in the Commonwealth, has been 
subscribed and paid in cash, or notes payable on time not 
exceeding twelve months, and the president and a majority 
of the directors shall have certified that the subscribers are 
known to them, and they believe them solvent and able to 
pay their subscriptions ; and a copy of the same shall have 
been deposited with the insurance commissioners, and 
approved by them. All subsequent subscriptions shall be 
made and certified in like manner ; and a certified copy 
shall, annually, on or before the first day of November, be 
filed with said commissioners. 

Sect. 19. Each subscriber during the term of his sub- MemUwUp. 

22 
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scription, and each person insured, shall be a member of the 
company ; but those insured shall not remain members after 
the termination of the risk and the payment of the loss due, 
if any, thereon. 
HowsobiCTip. Sect. 20. The subscriptions provided for in the eight- 
heJdtSldufi^. eenth section shall constitute a permanent fund, to be uSed, 
when necessary, for payment of the losses and expenses of 
the company ; but shall not be applied to pay the premiums 
for insurance effected by the subscribers. The subscription 
notes as they mature, shall be paid in, or other notes sub. 
stituted therefor, so that the amount of the original fund 
shall not be reduced. The subscription notes, or any pro 
rata portion thereof, may be cancelled whenevei^^the net 
profits of the business shall be sufficient to replace the same ; 
and such profits shall then be invested as prescribed in sec- 
tion fourteen of this act, thereafter to be held as the perma- 
nent fund in place of said notes. All payments made on 
subscription notes, and all cash funds not required for the 
current uses of the company, shall also be invested as pre- 
scribed in section fourteen of this act. If any subscriber 
shall fail to pay his subscription, and it shall be proved that 
the president or any director, knowingly certified falsely in 
regard to such subscriber, such person shall be liable to the 
company for such sum as the subscriber fails to pay. 
Limit of single Sect. 21. No Company shall hold, on any one risk, more 
'*^" than ten per cent, of the subscriptions and invested funds, 

not pledged, and premium notes on risks absolutely termi- 
nated, after deducting therefrom all losses and claims for 
losses, or cash received for risks not terminated, and all 
uabiuty of Dwd- debts. Whenever, by means of open policies or indorse- 
2rt fo"over i^ ments thereon, more than ten per cent, is so at risk, the 
■'""^* directors shall, as soon as may be, obtain reinsurance for 

the amount of such excess. If the company shall, at any 
time, be liable for losses beyond the amount of their cash 
fund, legal investments, premium notes received from risks 
terminated, and subscription notes, the president and direc- 
tors, knowing the condition of the company, shall be per- 
sonally liable for all losses occurring on insurance effected 
during such state of the company. 
PrMidenttomake Sect. 22. The dircctors shall require the president to 
monthly itato- ^q^^q j^ monthly Statement to them of the assets and liabili- 
ties of the company ; which statement shall be entered upon 
the records of the directors, or in a book kept for that pur- 
pose. Every mutual marine and mutual fire and marine 
insurance company, chartered by and now doing business in 
this Commonwealth, shall, from and after the first day of 
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January, eighteen hundred and fifty-seven, conform to the 
provisions of this act. 

MUTUAL AND STOCK AND MUTUAL FIRE INSURANCE COMPANIES. 

Sect. 23. Every mutual fire insurance company shall sieotion of dinet- 
annually elect, by ballot, not less than seven directors, citi-**"' 
zens of this Commonwealth, and after the first election, 
members of the company ; and they shall manage and con- 
duct the business thereof. Every person insured by the 
company shall be a member, and no one member shall be 
allowed more than five votes in person. Proxies may be Proxiw. 
authorized in writing ; but all such proxies shall not be legal 
unless dated within six months previous to the meeting of 
said company, at which the same may be used ; and no indi- 
vidual shall be allowed, by proxy or otherwise, to cast more 
than twenty votes ; and no paid oflScer of the company shall 
vote as proxy for any absent member. 

Sect. 24. The directors of every mutual fire insurance choice of pwsi- 
company shall annually choose by ballot one of their num- 2nd*trSOTw7 
ber as president; they shall also choose a secretary and 
treasurer ; these officers shall annually be sworn to the faith- swom. 
ful discharge of their duties, and a record of the oath shall 
be entered upon the books of the company. The secretary seeretary to keep 
shall keep true records of the meetings, both of the corpora- '®^'* 
tion and the directors, and of all votes passed by them ; and 
record, or cause to be recorded, a copy of all policies issued 
by such company ; and also, all assignments or transfers of 
the same, when properly tssented to ; the record of which 
policies, assignments and transfers, shall be open to the 
inspection of any persons interested therein. 

bECT. 25. Not less than five directors shall constitute a Qaorumofdixeet- 
quorum, and all questions shall be decided by a majority of °"" 
those present. Vacancies in any office may be filled by the vacandet. 
directors imtil the next annual election, or by a new elec- 
tion at a meeting to be called for that purpose. Special special meeungs. 
meetings of the members may be called when ordered by 
the directors, and the directors shall call such meetings 
when requested, in writing, to do so, by any twenty members. 

Sect. 26. The directors of every corporation which shall ^"JU^^JJJf^ 
become a member of any mutual company, may authorize 
one or more of the stockholders of such corporation to rep- 
resent the same in all meetings of the said insurance com- 
pany ; and such representatives shall vote and be eligible to 
the office of director in the- company ; and any member of Members majbe 
a mutual msurance company may be a competent witness 
in all cases, civil or criminal, in which the company is a 
party or interested. 
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Sect. 27. Whenever the just claims against a mutoal 
fire insurance company exceed the funds, the directors shall 
assess such sums as may be necessary, upon the members, in 

t)roportion to their premium and deposit, no member being 
iable to pay, in addition to his premium and deposit, more 
than a sum equal to his said premium and deposit ; and in 
case of classification of risks, said assessment shall be made 
upon such premium and deposit as were given upon hazards 
associated with the property upon which losses have occur- 
Liabuity ofdipec- red. And whenever sufficient property of the company can- 
not be found to satisfy an execution issued against them, 
and the company have property belonging to the period 
assessed, and the proceeds of which can be applied to satisfy 
such execution, and the directors neglect to pay the same, 
or neglect, for thirty days after the rendition of judgment, 
to make an assessment and deliver the same to the treasurer 
for collection, or to apply sucli assessment, when collected, 
to the payment of the execution, in either of fliese cases, 
the directors shall be personally liable for the amount of 
the execution. 

Sect. 28. If the treasurer of any mutual company unreas- 
onably neglect to collect an assessment, made by order of 
the directors, and to apply the same to the payment of the 
claims for which it was made, he shall, in his private ci4)aci- 
ty, be liable for the amount of the assessment to the party 
having such claims against the company ; and he may repay 
himself for such payments out of any money afterwards 
received for the company on account of said assessment. 

Sect. 29. Whenever the directors of a mutual company 
shall be liable to pay any execution against the company, 
the creditor may recover, by a bill in equity, in the supreme 
judicial court, or by an action at law against the directors ; 
and any director, who shall pay any execution against the 
company, for which he is personally liable, may have a suit 
at law, with equitable remedies, for contribution against 
any of the directors for their proportion; and also a suit 
at law, with equitable remedies, against the company, or 
the individual members thereof, who may be liable there- 
for, for money so paid for them : provided, that no member 
shall be liable to pay, in addition to his premium and deposit, 
more than a sum equal to his said premium and deposit. 
J?SSS5 w*toS! Sect. 30. Every member of a mutual company shall, at 
onjapbokm oftlic cxpiratiou of his policy, have a share in the profits of the 
""* company during the time his policy was in force, after all 

expenses, liabilities and losses then incurred, have been 
deducted, in proportion to the sums by him paid oq acooont 
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of said policy, according to the contract or policy. And he 
shall, in like manner, be subject to pay any assessments 
which may be laid by such company, for the payment of the 
losses and expenses of the company, in accordance with the 
charter and laws regulating such companies. 

Sect. 31. No policy shall be issued for a term exceeding roUcieaiMuedfor 
seven years, nor on the mutual plan, for a greater amount S^Seato^'iiS, 
dian three-fourths of the value of tlie property insured ; and ^^' 
every policy made by such company shall create a lien on 
the personal property, and on any building insured, and the 
land under the same, for securing the payment of the deposit 
note, or other liabilities, or any sums assessed upon the 
same : provided^ the extent of the liability, and the intention ProTiw. 
of the company to rely upon the lien, shall be set forth on 
the face of the policy. And that upon the alienation of the 
property to a bona fide purchaser, the lien shall cease as to 
all losses which shall thereafter occur, unless the policy 
shall be continued by consent of the purchaser and the com- 
pany. And if it shall become necessary to resort to such Proceedings to 
hen for the payment of the liabilities secured thereby, the *°*"*^"''°* 
treasurer shall demand payment from the insured, and also 
from the tenant in possession, or the person having posses- 
sion of the personal property, setting forth, in writing, the 
sum due ; and, in case of non-payment, the company may 
sue and levy the execution upon the property or estate. 
The officer making the levy may sell the whole or any part 
thereof, by auction, and apply the proceeds in the same 
manner as in the sale of an equity of redemption of real 
estate ; and the owner shall have the same right to redeem 
any real estate thus sold, as in case of the sale of an equity 
of redemption, upcwi execution. 

Sect. 32. The directors of mutual fire insurance compa- Poudea to deeig- 
nies may divide the property insured into not exceeding four StrSS^!"''*' 
claases. The policy shall designate the class, and the assess- 
ments shall be made upon premiums and deposits belonging 
to the class in which the loss 6ccurs : provided^ that no policy Proviso. 
shall be issued in a separate class, until five hundred thou- 
sand dollars shall be subscribed to be insured in that class 
on one date, and the same entered on the books of the com- 
pany. The expenses of the company, not strictly applicable 
to either class, shall be apportioned to each class according 
to the amount of premiums paid by that class for the same 
period ; and in a division of the funds and returns of pre- 
miums and deposits, each member shall be entitled to receive 
his proportion of the profits belonging to the class in which 
inmred; and no money belonging to any one class, 
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received either as premium or assessment in said class, shall 
be used to pay losses or expenses, or other liability, of wiy 
other class. 
ABweementa and Sect. 33. All mutual fire insuntnco companies shall, 
Bto^^ta to be ^^p^^ making an assessment, keep a record of the vote passed 
by the directors for making such assessment, together with 
a statement of the condition of the company at the time such 
assessment shall be made ; and when an assessment is orders 
ed, the whole amount to be raised, and the particular losses, 
or other liabilities of which said amount consists, shall be 
stated ; the said statement shall also separately show the 
amount of cash on hand, of deposit notes, and of liabilities 
subject to such assessment. The statement as above shall 
be recorded in a book kept for that purpose, and shall be 
stotementsub- signed by the directors voting for such assessment. Sdd 
tion, &c. ^^' statement shall be open to the inspection of any member of 
the company, with the right to take a copy of the same ; and 
any person who is liable to assessment shall be considered a 
member of the company. It shall not be legal for any com- 
pany to collect an assessment made after the passage of this 
act, until such statement and record shall have been made. 
No assessment shall be laid by any company on any member 
whose policy shall have expired or been cancelled for the 
period of two years. Companies dividing their risks and 
insuring in separate classes, shall make a statement as 
above, for each and every class in which an assessment is 
ordered. 
Amount of ringic Sect. 34. No mutual firc insurance company shall con- 
Tisiutobotaken. ^^^^^ j.^^ insurance, on any one risk, for any greater amount 
than they intend to retain ; and shall in no case contract for 
a larger amount with the view or intention of reinsuring 
any part of the same. 
inTwtmentof iSect. 35 All iuvcstmcnts of funds of any insurance 
fand«. company shall be made in the corporate name of said com- 

pany ; and all funds of such companies as classify their risks, 
shall be kept and invested separately, so as to designate the 
assets belonging to each class. 
Policies of Btock Sect. 36. No mutual fire insurance company shall issue 
JS^iS!**"**''^' policies on any other than the mutual plan of insurance, 
excepting such companies as have been chartered as stock 
$100,000 guar- and mutual companies ; and such companies, before issuing 
qSS^fii^^ any policies or transacting any business in the stock depart- 
ment, if doing business in Boston, either directly or through 
agencies, shall have a guarantee capital of at least one hun- 
dred thousand dollars, paid in and invested as required by 
section fourteenth of this act, exclusive of stockholders' 
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notes, unless such notes are secure^ by mortgage or by- 
pledges of stock or bonds, as provided in the fourteenth sec- 
tion of this act ; and of all debts due from the company, and 
such proportion of all premiums received in cash for risks not 
terminated, as would be requisite to reinsure the same ; and s50,ooo,if oatof 
if doing business in any other city or town, the sum of at least ®^**°- 
fifty thousand dollars shall be paid in and invested in like 
manner, and be subject to all like conditions and restrictions 
as specified above. All business and all investments on Bo8ine«8of»tock 
account of the stock department of such companies shall be kJ^pJnJti" ^ 
separately kept, and in making returns, as required, to the 
insurance commissioners, shall be according to the form 
marked A ; the business done on the mutual principle shall 
also be kept separate, and returns made agreeably to the 
form marked C, appended to this act, as required in section 
eighth; and such combined companies shall not take, on 
any one risk in their stock department, a sum exceeding 
one-tenth of their capital stock ; and when the capital stock 
is reduced in any way, the amount thereafter to be taken on 
any one risk shall forthwith be correspondingly reduced to 
the limitation in the fifteenth section of this act, until the 
capital shall be restored to its original amount. 

Sect. 37. One-half of the directors of every mutual fire choice of diwct- 
insiurance company, with a guarantee capital, shall be chosen ^"' 
from the holders of the guarantee stock, and the other half 
from the members of the mutual department. The secretary secretary to keep 
of every such company shall keep a true list of stockholders Sf Sf g^«nnt«i 
of the guarantee capital, and of the number of shares held ^p***** *®- 
by each, and a record of the transfer of shares. Special 
meetings may be called by the directors whenever they think 
proper, and shall be called by them upon the written appli- 
cation of the owners of one-fifth of the guarantee stock, or of 
twenty members of the mutual department, setting forth the 
purposes of the meeting. Such companies shall, annually, RetorMtoaaeee^ 
between the first and tenth day of May, make the same ^* 
returns to the assessors of 'each city or town in this Com- 
monwealth, of the holders of the guarantee stock, and of 
the number of shares of corporate stock held as collateral 
security as is required by this act, of companies with specific 
capital ; and shall be subject to the same penalty for neglect- 
ing to make the returns so required. 

Sect. 88. All mutual fire insurance companies that have SJ^^^^J*^^ 
been incorporated in this Commonwealth, shall be allowed cot of common- 
to issue policies on any property included in the terms of 
their charter, situated in the States of Massachusetts, Maine, 
New Hampshire, Vermont, Rhode Island, Connecticut and 
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Future corpora- New York ; but any such company, hereafter incorporated, 
tioM prohibited, ^j^^ij ^^^ insure property situated without the limits of this 

Commonwealth. 
»5oo,owto be Sect. 39. No policy shall be issued by any mutual fire 
ibrepoUciMoan msuraucc compauy hereafter incorporated by the legislature 
i«.u«. ^j. ^j^.g Commonwealth, until the sum of five hundred thou- 

sand dollars shall have been subscribed to be insured, auid 
the same entered on the books of the company. The policies 
issued for the same, and the deposit notes given for said 
insurance, to be of the same date, which deposit notes shall 
not exceed double the amount paid as cash premium. 

MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE COMPANIES. 

When life compa- Sect. 40. Bcforc aiiy mutual life insurance company 
SjSfSon.^ shall go into operation, a guarantee capital of one hundred 
thousand dollars shall be paid in money, and invested as 
Choice of direct- rcquircd by section fourteenth of this act. The subscribers 
*^" or holders of guarantee stock in any mutual life insurance 

company, shall choose the first board of directors ; at all 
subsequent elections they shall choose one-half of the 
directors, until the redemption of the guarantee stock, when 
DiTidenda. thc iusuTcd shdl choosc all of the directors. The stock- 
holders shall be entitled to such annual dividends, not 
ex(^eding seven per cent., as may be agreed upon at the 
time of subscribing the capital, if the net surplus over a 
requisite reservation for liabilities and contingencies shall be 
sufficient to pay the same ; and if less than the sum origi- 
nally agreed on, it shall be made equal to it when the profits 
Redemption of of thc company are sufficient. One-quarter of the estimated 
guarantee stock, g^^^pi^g f^^^j abovc a sufficicut fuud to provido for risks, 
losses, expenses and dividends, shall be reserved to be appro- 
priated to the redemption of the guarantee stock ; and after 
the expiration of ten years from the organization, when the 
amount reserved shall be sufficient, and the insured shall so 
vote, the guarantee stock may be redeemed. At the expi- 
ration of every five years the residue of the estimated sur- 
plus fund may be divided among the assured in proportion 
to the amount of premiums paid by them respectively on 
account of the risk on their policies for any part or the 
ProYiso. whole of the preceding five years : provided^ that any policy, 

on which the premium is payable otherwise than by equal 
annual payments, shall not be entitled to a larger distribu- 
tion than if the premium had been so paid. 
Payment of cer- Sect. 41. Evcry Company empowered to make insuranee 
lufto^wSit'Gten" on lives upon land, shall be subject to the same obligations 
Hofpitai. foj. tj^g payment of a certain share of the profits to the Mas- 
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sachusetts General Hospital, as are imposed ou the Massa- 
chusetts Hospital Life Insurance Company. 

Sect. 42. A policy of insuranoe on the life of auy per-iiwurmn<»byone 
son, expressed to be for the benefit of any married woman, Si^nouJCT!*?"!^- 
whether made by herself, her husband, or any other person, ^' ^'^ 
shall inure to her separate use and benefit, and that of her 
children, independently of her husband or his creditors, or 
the person effecting the same, or his creditors. A trustee 
may be appointed by the party obtaining the policy, or in 
case of no such appointment, then by the judge of probate 
for the county in which the party for whose benefit said 
policy is made, resides, to hold the interest of the married 
woman in such policy, or the proceeds thereof. A policy 
effected by any person on his own life, or on the life of 
another, expressed to be for the benefit of such other, or his 
representatives, or a third person for whose benefit it was 
made, shall be entitled thereto, against the creditors and the 
representatives of the person effecting the same. If the 
premium is paid by any person with intent to defraud his 
creditors, an amount equal to the premium so paid, with 
interest thereon, shall inure to the benefit of his creditors. 

Sect. 43. The treasurer of the Commonwealth, in his Tw^iuwr to it- 
official capacity, shall take and hold, on deposit, the securi- Sf IS-uril J* a'c* 
ties of any insurance company incorporated under the laws 
of this Commonwealtli, which shall be so deposited by any 
such company for the purpose of complying with the laws 
. of any other State, in order to enable such company to 
commence business in any other State. The company 
depositing such securities shall have the right to receive the 
income thereof, and, at any time, to exchange the same 
according to the laws of the States in which they may be 
doing business. 

FOREIGN INSURANCE COMPANIES. 

Sect. 44. No foreign insurance company with specific Noiiwuntnc* by 
cajHtal, by their agent in this Commonwealth, shall insure com^ii^^'Sn- 
property in this Commonwealth, or contract for insurance ,n"*J^'^****'* 
with any residents in this Commonwealth, unless the capital 
stock of the company amounts to one hundred thousand 
dollars, all of which sum shall have been paid in, in cash, 
and invested, exclusive of stockholders* obligations of any 
description not secured as required in the fourteenth section 
of this act, and the debts of the company ; nor unless the 
company is restricted, by its charter or otherwise, from 
incurring any greater hazard in one risk than one-tenth of 
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its unimpaired capital, nor unless the company shall have 
complied with the provisions of this act. 
Nofordgn mutu- Sect. 45. No foreign insurance company doing business 
iiuro without upon the mutual plan, by their agent in this Commonwealth, 
fild^tioolooo' shall insure property in this Commonwealth, or contract for 
in^dep«»it Dotoi, insurance with any resident of this Commonwealth, unless 
said company shall have one hundred thousand dollars in 
cash, or available cash funds, securely invested, and at least 
one hundred thousand dollars in deposit notes ; and before 
any foreign companies, whether doing business on the stock 
or mutual plan, shall, by their agents, transact any business 
in this Commonwealth, they shall satisfy the board of insur- 
ance commissioners that they have the amount of funds 
required by this act, and have complied with all other pro- 
visions of the same. 
b?"r"* rSSd* In Pect. 46. Every foreign insurance company, before doing 
wriung. business in this Commonwealth, shall, in writing, appoint a 

citizen of this Commonwealth, resident therein, a general 
agent, upon whom all lawful processes against the company 
may be served, in like manner as if the company had existed 
and- been duly served with process in this Commonwealth ; 
and said writing, or power of attorney, shall stipulate and 
agree, on the part of the company making the same, that 
any lawful process against said company which may be 
served on said general agent, shall be of the same legal 
iiifh^c^iSSjfin^ ^^^^^ ""^ validity as if served on said company. And a 
en. copy of the writing, duly certified and authenticated, shall 

be filed in the office of the insurance commissioners, and 
copies certified by the said commissioners, shall be evidence 
in the courts of this Commonwealth. This agency shall be 
continued while any liability remains outstanding against 
the company in this Commonwealth ; and the power shall 
not be revoked until the same power is given to another, 
and a copy thereof filed as aforesaid. And service upon 
said agent shall be deemed sufficient service upon the prin- 
A«MttogiT« cipal. The general agent shall, before any insurance is 
made by said company, give a bond to the treasurer and 
receiver-general of this Commonwealth, with one or more 
sureties, to be approved by him, in the sum of two thousand 
dollars, with condition that he will accept service of all 
lawful processes against the company, in the manner pro- 
vided in this act. Every agent of any foreign insurance 
company doing business in this Conmionwealth, shall, before 
any business is done by him for said company, give a bond 
to the treasurer and receiver-general of this Conunon wealth, 
with one or more sureties, to be approved by him, in the 
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sumjof one thousand dollars, with conditions that he will, "<> maiw n- 
on or before the fifteenth day of November in each year, ""* 
make return, on oath, to the treasurer and receiver-general 
of this Commonwealth, of the amounts insured by him, the 
premiums received and assessments collected, during the 
year ending on the thirty-first day of the October preceding, 
and at the same time pay to the treasurer and receiver-gen- 
eral, the tax provided in the following section of this act. 

Sect. 47. Whenever, by the laws of any other State, '^"*^p*';; • *^" 
any taxes, fines, penalties, deposits of money, or of sccuri-Sr^thwJ^ti*. 
ties or other obligations or prohibitions, are or shall be 
imposed upon insurance companies incorporated or organ- 
ized under the laws of this Commonwealth, and transacting 
business in such other State, or upon the agents of such 
insurance companies, then, so long as such law or laws shall 
continue in force, the same taxes, fines, penalties, deposits 
and obligations, shall be imposed upon all insurance compa- 
nies doing business in this Commonwealth, which are incor- 
porated or organized under the laws of such other State, 
and upon their agents. And all insurance companies, trans- 
acting business in this Commonwealth, whose charters or 
other powers are derived from the governments or authori- 
ties out of the United States, shall, through tlieir agents in 
this Commonwealth, in lieu of the relative taxes, herein 
before indicated, be subject to the payment annually, of the 
taxes here specified, viz. : on all premiums and assessments 
collected by agents of any such foreign life, fire or marine 
insurance com[)any, a tax of one per centum. 

Sect. 48. The general agent of every foreign insurance copy of chuner, 
company shall, before any insurance is made, deposit with u^'wuh^omK 
the insurance commissioners a copy of the charter of the »'**"*"• 
company, and a statement, in the form appended to this act, 
adapted to the business done by such companies respectively, 
signed and sworn to by the president and secretary, and statement to be 
shall, before the fifteenth day of November, annually, trans- p"^"**"*^- 
mit a statement -in the form appended to this act, signed 
and sworn to by the president and secretary, made up to 
the thirty-first day of October preceding, to the insurance 
commissioners ; and shall publish a copy thereof twice, in 
two diflFerent newspapers in each county in which the com- 
pany has established an agency, and in counties in which 
but one newspaper is published, three successive weeks. 

Sect. 49. If insurance is made by a foreign insurance vauditj of con- 
company without complying with the requisitions of thisuJ^SHSfnST 
act, the contract shall be valid ; but the agent making the 
insurance shall be liable to the penalty provided in the fifty- 
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first section of this act. And if any such company *hall 
neglect to appoint a general agent, agreeably to the pro- 
visions of this act, they shall not recover any premium or 
assessment made by them on any contract of insurance with 
a citizen of this Commonwealth, until the provisions of this 
act are complied with. 
Ai^ittn out of Sect. 50. Every person acting for an insurance company 
u*^?&Jl'^*'" not incorporated in this Commonwealth, shall exhibit, in 
conspicuous letters, on the sign designating his place of busi- 
ness, the name of the State under whose authority the com- 
pany he represents has been incorporated. And said com- 
pany and agent shall also have printed, in large type, the 
name of such State, and the kind of office, whether char- 
tered as a mutual or stock company, upon all policies issued 
to citizens of this Commonwealth, on all cards, placards and 
pamphlets, and in all advertisements published, issued or 
circulated in this State, by them or him, relating to the 
business of such company. 
^jreiiutocinpiy SeIct. 51. No pcrsou shall be allowed to act as agent of 
reiiaityof «i,oi)a auy insurance company not incorporated in this Common- 
wealth, imtil such agent shall have complied with all the 
requirements of the laws of this Commonwealth relating to 
such companies and their agents ; and every person so 
acting, without such compliance, or any person who shall, 
knowingly procure payment, or any obligation for the pay- 
ment of any premium for insurance, by fraudulent repre- 
sentations, shall be punished by fine not exceeding one thou- 
sand dollars for each oflfence. 
ivnHit\ for »eg. Sect. 52. Evcrv affcut of a foreign insurance company 
returns. neglectmg to make the returns required by this act, shall 

forfeit one hundred dollars for each and every day's neglect, 
to be recovered by the treasurer of the Commonwealth. 
AK.Qt»toexhiwt Sect. 53. The insurance commissioners of the Common- 
fjuin^, &c?° *** wealth shall, at anytime, have full power to require the 
agents of any foreign insurance company to exhibit the 
books kept by them, relating to said agencies, and to make 
answer, in writing and under oath, to all reasonable ques- 
tions proposed by said conmiissioners, in order to elicit a full 
statement of the business done for the company represented 
by such agent; and- any agent refusing or neglecting to 
answer such interrogatories for the space of tliirty days, 
shall be deemed not to have complied with the provisions of 
fM^"^**"** the laws of this Commonwealth; and if he continue to act 
"* "' as agent aforesaid, he shall be liable to the penalty prescribed 

in the fifty-first section of this act. 

Sect. 54. Any agent making insurance in violation of 
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this act, or any law of this Commonwealth regulating insur- p«n»ity forTio- 
ance companies, shall forfeit, for each offence, a sum not °* * **'*' 
exceeding one thousand dollars ; and every person who shall who^decmedM 
make, contract for or receive, or transmit proposals for 
insurance for any other person, or receive for delivery, poli- 
cies founded on proposals so forwarded by him from this 
Commonwealth, shall be deemed the agent of the company 
within the meaning of this act. And all payments made for 
policies, whether in money or note, shall be taken and deemed 
as premiums. And the governor and council may allow 
such reasonable compensation for services rendered and 
expenses incurred, in enforcing the provisions of this act, as 
they shall deem proper. 

Sect. 55. The word foreign^ used in this act, applies to "Foreign "de- 
all companies not incorporated by the legislature of this *°*** 
Commonwealth . 

Sect. 56. The following acts are hereby repealed, viz. : Acte repealed. 
The eighty-second chapter of the statutes passed in the year 
one thousand eight hundred and forty-six, and the four hun- 
dred and fifty-third chapter of the statutes passed in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-four, and so 
much of section nine, of the one hundred and twenty-fourth 
chapter of the statutes passed in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty-five, as requires the board of insurance 
commissioners to make an annual report to the secretary of 
the Commonwealth : provided^ however ^ that the same shall Proriso. 
be and remain in force so far as may be necessary for the 
recovery of any fines or penalties which may have been 
incurred, and for enforcing any liabilities which may exist 
under the same at the time of the passage of this act ; and 
provided^ furtfierj that this repeal shall not operate to revive ProTided, ftu-- 
any law which was repealed by any of said acts. ***•'• 

A. 

Form of Return for all Insurance Companies toitk Specific Capi- 
tals, doing business in this Commonwealth. 

1 . State the Name of the Company. 

2. Where located? 

3. When incorporated ? 

4. Amount of Capital } 

6. Amount of Capital actually paid in r 

6. Number of shares, and par value of each ? 

7. Amount of Fire Risks outstanding r 
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8. Amount of Mazme Risks outBtanding } 

9. Total amount of Outstanding Risks ? 

10. Amount of United States Stock or Treasury Notes owned by the CompsBj ) 

State amount of each kind, and par value and market value of each. 

11. Amount of State Stocks ^ 

State amount of each kind, and par value and market value of each. 

« 12. Amount of Bank Stocks? 

State amount of each kind, and par value and market value of each. 

13. Amount of Railroad Stocks } 

State amount of each kind, and par value and market value of eaafa. 

14. Amount of Railroad Bonds? 

State amount of each kind, and par value and market value of eadi. 

15. Cash value of Real Estate owned by the Company ? 

16. Amount of Cash on hand ? 

17. Amount of Cash in hands of Agents } 

18. Amount loaned on Mortgage of Real Estate ? 

19. Amount loaned on Collateral ? 

20. Amount loaned without Collateral ? 

21. Amount of all other investments? 

22. Amount of Premium Notes on risks terminated ? 

23. Amount of borrowed money, specifying collaterals given for the same? 

24. Amount of Losses due and unpaid ? 

25. Amount of Losses claimed and unpaid ? 

26. Amount of Ix>sses reported upon which the liability*of the Company i« 

not determined ? 

27. Amount of all other Claims against the Company ? 

28. Amount of Cash received for Premiums on Fire Risks ? 

29. Amount of Cash received for Premiums on Marine Risks ? 

30. Amount of Notes received for Premiums on Fire Risks ? 

31. Amount of Notes received for Premiums on Marine Risks ? 

32. Amount of Caah received for interest ? 

33. Amount of Income received from all other sources ? 

34. Amount of Fire Losses paid last year ? 

35. Amount of Marine Losses paid la^t year? 
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36. Amount of Drndends paid the last year ? 

37. Amoont paid for expenses of office ? 
88. Amount of other expenditures ? 

39. Amount reoeiyed in cash for Fire Bisks not terminated ? 

40. Amount required to reinsure all outstanding risks ? 

41. Amount of Premium Notes on risks not terminated ? 

42. Amount of Delinquent Notes not charged to Profit and Loss ? 

43. Highest rate of Interest receiyed } 

44. Highest rate of Interest paid on money borrowed ? 

45. How many shares of the Capital Stock are pledged to the Company ? 

46. Balance to credit of Profit and Loss account ? 

47. BaUmoe to debit of Profit and Loss account ^ 

48. How many shares of the Capital Stock are owned by the Company, or 

not subscribed for ? 

49. What amount of the Capital consists of the stockholders' notes ? 



B. 

Form of Return for Mutual Marine^ and Mutual Fire and Ma- 
rine Insurance Companies^ doing business in this Common- 
wealth, 

1. Name or Title of the Company ? 

2. Where located? 

3. When incorporated? 

4. For what period ? 

6. Amount inrested in United States Funded Debt» with the amount of each 
kind owned ? 
State par value and market yalue, per share. 

6. Amount of United States Treasury Notes owned ? 

State par yalue and market yalue, per share. 

7. Amount invested in State Stocks, with the amount of each kind owned ? 

State par yalue and market value, per share. 

8. Number of Shares owned in each Bank which are not pledged ? 

State par value and market value, per share. 

9. Number of Shares owned in each Railroad ? Amount inves ted in each, at 
cost on Books ? 
State par value and market value, per share* 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



184 1856.— Chapter 25^ 

10. Amount xeoeived in Railroad BoncU, and amount of each kind at ooM ob 

Books? 
State par value and market value, per share. 

1 1. Amount invested in Ileal Estate as it stands on the Books of tlie Companj^ 

12. State specifically all other investments or property. 

13. Cash on hand and in Bank ? 

14. Cash in hands of Agents ? 

15. Amount loaned on Mortgage of Real Estate ? 

16. Amount loaned on Notes secured hy collaterals of Personal Property? 

17. Amount loaned on Notes without collateral security } 

18. Amount of Stock Notes on hand not overdue ? 

19. Amount of Stock Notes on hand that are past due } 

20. Amount of Premium Notes on risks terminated ? 

21. Amount of Premium Notes on risks not terminated } 

22. Amount of delinquent Premium Notes not charged to Profit and Lost? 

23. Amount of Scrip issued for Profits which remains outstanding ? 

24. Amount of Debts due the Company other than those bef<»e enumerated ? 

State particularly their respective amounts and origin. 

26. Amount of Marine Risks not terminated ? 

26. Amount of Fire Risks not terminated ? 

27. Amount received in Cash for Fire Risks not terminated ? 

28. State the highest rate of Interest received. 

29. Amount received for Interest ? ' 

30. State the highest rate of Interest paid for money borrowed. 

31. Amount paid for Interest ? 

32. State the amount borrowed which remains unpaid, and state particularly 

the collateral given for each loan. 

33. Amount of Fire Losses paid the past year ? 

34. Amount of Marine Losses paid the past year ? 

35. Amount of Losses ascertained and unpaid ? 

36. Amount of Losses claimed other than those ascertaii.cd arid unpaid ? 

37. Amount of Exi»enj»e«, Taxes and Commissions psid thf pa«t year ? 
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C. 

Form of Return for all Mutual Fire Insurance Companies, doing 
business in this Commonwealth. 

1. Name of the Company i 

2. Where located? 

3. When incorporated } 

4. Date of commencement of buainesa ? 

5. Amount insured by existing Policies, in each Class } 

6. Amount of Premiums and Deposits on the same, in each Class ? 

7. Amount of Premiums and Deposits reodyed in cash, in each class ? 

8. Number of Shares in each Bank } 

State par value and market yalue, per share, 

9. Number of Shares in each Railroad ? 

State par value and market value, per share. 

10. Amount of Bonds of each Railroad? 

State par value and market value, per share. 

11. Amount invested in Real Estate, at cost, on the books of the Company i 

12. State in full all other investments. 

13. Are any of the Assets or Sectirities of the Company pledged for lialMlities of 

the Company ? If yea, state particularly what. 

U. Cash on hand and in Bank ? 

15. Cash in hands of Agents ? 

10. Amount of Losses paid, in each Class, the last year r 

17. Amount assessed on Notes, in each Class, the past year ? 

18. Amount assessed beyond the amount of Notes, in each Class } 

19. Amount of liabilities of the assured to further assessments in addition to 

the amount already assessed, in each Class ? 

20. Amount of Assessments past due and not paid, in each Class? 

21. Amount of Policies terminated, in each Class, the past year } 

22. Amount of Policies issued, in each Class, the last year ? 

23. Amount of Cash recdved for such Policies, in each Class, the last year } 

24. Amount of Premiums received in Notes for the same, in each Class, the 

last year? 

25. Amount of Losses ascertained and unpaid, in each Class } 

24 



Digitized 



byGoOglQ^ 



186 1856.— Chaftek 252. 



2e. Amoimt ot Loti daimcd, oUicr tbm ihtme moatuned and usptid : 

27. Amomit of CMh DiTidendt pud to Polkj holdccB, in each Qms. the lait 
ywff? 

2S. Amount of AMeMments beyond the Notes receiTcd, in each Clan, ^ 
laetyear? 

29. Amount owed lor money borrowed, and on what •eeniitiea ? 

SO. Hi^iest rate of Interest paid ? 

31. Higheat rate ot Interest reoeiTedr 

32. Amonnt receired for Interef>t r 

33. Amount insured on Bcal Bttate r 

34. Amount inaured on Penooal Property : 

35. Amonnt of DeUnqnent Notes not charged to Profit and Loas aeooont ? 
3d. Amonnt paid for Expenaea, Taxes and Commissions, the last year ? 

37. What proportion of the Property insured is in Maasaehnaetts ? 

38. What proportion of the Losses oocoired on Propertr situated in Massachu- 

setts? 



D. 

Form of Return for all Life Insurance Companies, doing business 
in this Commonwealth. 

1. Name of the Company ? 

2. When chartered r 

3. For what period ? 

4. Where located ? 

6. On what table or basis of Mortality, and upon what rate of Interest, is the 
rate of Premium calculated ? 

6. What percentage is added to rate computed to be necessary for payment of 

Losses, to meet Rent, Salaries, Commissions, and other inadental ex- 
penses and extraordinary contingencies ? 

7. Amount insured by existing Policies ? 

8. Present net value of existing Policies, or amount requisite for reinauranoe 

at the rate of Premium charged bj the Company, or by some oUier of 
good reputation, in actual use — and what one, including the ** loading," 
or addition for expenses and contingencies ? 

9. If estimated, and not actually computed, state the grounds upon which said 

estimate is predicated. 
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10. State, in full, the AwetB of the Comptny. 

11. Xnmber of Shares owned in each Bank ? 

State par yalue and market value, per share. 

12. Number of Shares owned in each Railroad, statins the corporate name of 

each, and amount invested in each at cost on books ? 
State par value and market value, p^ share. 

13. Amount owned in Railroad Bonds? 

State par value and market value, per share. 

14. Amount invested in Real Estate, at cost, on the Books of the Company ? 

15. Amount loaned on Mortgages of Real Estate ? 

16. Amount loaned on Notes secured by collaterals of Personal Property } 

17. Amount loaned on Notes without collaterals ? 

18. State, in fall, all other Investments. 

19. Amount due to the Company which is overdue and in arrears ? Are any 

such included in the above statements of assets and investments ; and 
if so, to what amount ? What part, if any, is due on account of risks 
actually terminated by the Company ? 
• 

20. Amount of Losses ascertained and unpaid ? 

21. Amount of Losses claimed against the Company, whether acknowledged as 

due or not by the Company ? 

22. Amount due from the Company on its declared, promised or acknowledged 

indebtedness, or other claims, including dividends, bonuses on distribu- 
tion of surplus, or as profits ? 

23. Amount received for Premiums the past year } 

24. Amount received fur Premiums in Cash ? 

25. Amount received for Premiums in Promissory Notes or Securities ? 

26. Amount received for Interest the past year ? 

27. Amount paid for Interest the past year } 

28. Amount of Guarautee Funds ? And state particularly whether the same 

are in Cash or Subscription Notes. 

29. How are Dividend:), Distributions of Surplus Funds, Bonuses, or estimated 

Profits paid, whether in Cash, Scrip, or otherwise on Credit, and whether 
on Demand, or if on Credit, for what length of time, and whether payable 
at a specific time, or indefinitely, at the discretion of tlie Company } 

10. AiBOnnt Mi4 ^ ^poiv^; T»xM i^d Commissions, the past year ? * 

[Approved by the Chvemor^ June 3, 1866.] 
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Chap. 253 Av Act to wtAaom Ae Oumjua to appoat OcmmMo— ■ of I>eeds a 

Fofcign GouKtiiei. 

Be U enacted Inf ike SenaU and Bouse of Representa- 
iitesj in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
ike same, as follows : 

ISS to^lu Sect. 1. The goTcmor shall have power to appoint 
one or more commissioners in every foreign countrj, who 
shall continue in office during the pleasure of the governor, 
and shall have authority to take the acknowledgment and 
proof of the execution of any deed or other conveyance, or 
lease of any lands lying in tiiis State, or of any contract, 
letters of attorney, or of any other writing, whether imder 
seal or not, to be used or recorded in this State. 

^ ^ _.^_^ Sect. 2. Such acknowledgment or proof, so taken, 

Set, &e "'""'" according to the laws of this State, and certified by any 
such conmiissioner, under his seal of office, annexed to, or 
endorsed on, such instrument, shall have the same force and 
effect, as if the same had been made before a judge, a justice 
of the peace, or any other officer authorized to perform such 
acts in this Conunonwealth. 

pow toatoto- Sect. 3. Every conmiissioner appointed as before men- 
tioned, shall have power to administer any oath which may 
be lawfully required in this Conunonwealth, to any person 
willing to take it ; and to take and certify all depositions 
to be used in any of the courts of this Commonwealth, iu 
conformity to the laws thereof, either on interrogatories 
proposed under a conunission from a court in this Common- 
wealth, or by consent of parties, or on legal ncftice given to 
the opposite party ; and all such acts shall be as v^d as if 
done and certified according to law by a magistrate in tliis 
Commonwealth. 

oj^crfoommto- Sect. 4. Evcry such commissioner, before performing 
any duty, or exercising any power in virtue of his appointr 
ment, shall take and subscribe an oath or affirmation, before 
a judge or clerk of one of the courts of record of the state, 
kingdom or coimtry in which said conmiissioner shall reside, 
well and faithfully to execute and perform all the duties of 
such commissioner, under and by virtue of the laws of flie 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, which, with a description 
of his seal of office, together with his signature thereto, shall 
• be filed in the office of the secretary of the Commonwealth. 

Sect. 6. This act shall take eflect from and after its 
passage. {^Approved by the Governor ^ June 4, 1856.] 
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Ah Act relating to the Begistrj of Deeds for the Northern District of Mid- Chat), 254 

dlesex. ^ 

Be it eTMcted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tivesy in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same J a^ follows : 

Sect. 1. All instruments, relating to real estate situated inBtromenur*. 
within the limits of the district for the registry of deeds irdedinNorSS^ 
known as the Northern District of Middlesex, required by "°^^*^^^- 
law to be recorded in a registry of deeds, shall be recorded 
in the registry of said Northern District of Middlesex, and 
such registration thereof shall be effectual and suflScient for 
all purposes, so far as the place of registration is concerned. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take eflfect from and after its 
{^Approved by the Governor^ June 4, 1856.] 



An Act in relation to the Eetoms of Votes. Chap, 255 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives^ in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. The clerks of cities and towns, who shall fail to p»naityondert[i 
make their returns of the votes given in their respective S^^?22l. ** **" 
cities or towns, at any election whatsoever, in due season, 
and in conformity with the provisions of the laws, shall be 
liable to a fine of not less than five, and not more than fifty 
dollars, to be recovered, l^y complaint, in any court of com- 
petent jurisdiction; and one-half of the penalty shall go to 
the complainant, and the other half into the treasury of the 
city or town to which such delinquent clerk may belong. 

Sect. 2. All returns of votes shall, henceforward, be JSSbjSJii! 
made by mail to the ofiScers who are, or may be, specified *«. 
bylaw to receive the same; and shall be mailed within 
forty-eight hours after the closing of the polls in each elec- 
tion ; and proof of such mailing,. within such time, shall be 
a bar to any complaint for delinquency. 

Sect. 3. The secretary of State, and all otlier oflScers, to 5f"**7 ^"^^ 
whom such returns of votes are or may be directea to be not reeeiTwi in 
made, shall notify all city and town clerks, from whom •*^° ^^' 
returns shall not have been received within seven days after 
such election, that the returns have not been received. And 
if such clerks, after being so notified, shall fail to mail such . 
deficient returns within twenty-four hours after receipt of 
said notice, they shall be liable to the penalty above named, 
for each and every instance of delinquency : provided^ that 
if such returns shall actually be delivered to the officer or 
officers pointed out by law to receive the same, within seven 
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days after each election, in any manner convenient to said 
clerks, it shall be deemed a satisfactory and sufficient dis- 
charge of their duty, and shall be a bar to any complaint for 
delinquency, 
inwn^tont »ct« Sect. 4. All acts and parts of acts, inconsistent herewith, 
are hereby repealed. ^Approved by the Governor^ June 
4, 1856.] 

Chap, 256 -A.n Act concerning the planting of Shade Trees. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represenla- 
tivesy in General Court assembled^ and by the atUhoriiy of 
the samey as follows : 

faS*to"i^t" Sect. 1. The mayor and aldermen of any city, or the 
ihadetreM. selcctmcn of any town, or any municipal officer, to whom 
the care of the streets or roads may be intrusted by them, 
may authorize the planting of shade trees, wherever it may 
not interfere with tlie public travel, or with private rights ; 
and such trees, planted pursuant to such license, shall be 
deemed and taken to be the private property of the person 
or persons, or corporations, so planting them, or upon whose 
premises they may be planted, and may be protected as such 
in the same manner as any other private property ; and shall 
not be deemed a nuisance, or abated as such, except upon 
complaint made to the mayor and aldermen or selectmen 
aforesaid ; who shall, in case of complaint, cause such trees 
to be removed, if the public nece^ity shall seem to them to 
require their removal. 
i^"*teS/rtiroS' Se^t. 2. Any person or persons who shall wantonly 
Ac ' ' injure, deface, tear or destroy ^ny ornamental or shade tree 
or shrub, statue, fountain, vase, or other plant or fixture of 
ornament or utility, in any street, road, square, court, paiiL, 
public garden, or other inclosure, shall be liable to a penalty 
of not less than five, nor more than one hundred dollars, to 
be recovered, by complaint, in any court of competent juris- 
diction ; one-half of which penalty shall go to the complainant, 
and the other half to the person or persons, corporation or 
corporations, upon whose property, or within whose prem- 
ises, the trespass may have been committed, [^Approved by 
the Governor^ June 4, 1856.] 
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An Act in relation to Insolvent Debtors. Chdp, 257 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of RepreserUa- 
tivesj in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same J as follotcs : 

Sect. 1. Any person, being an insolvent debtor under the JJ'^J^'^iJJS; 
laws of this Commonwealth, who shall have been previously Y«ncy. 
so insolvent, and who shall have paid all the debts owing by 
him at the time of his previous insolvency, shall be entitled 
to a valid discharge, in the same manner, and it shall have 
the same eflfect, as if he had never previously been insolvent. 

Sect. 2. All acts and parts of acts, inconsistent with ijconrij tent aou 
this act, are hereby repealed. [^Approved by the Governor^ 
•fi/w6 4, 1856.] 

An Act to incorporate the Wamsutta Bank, in Fall River. Chup. 258 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tiveSj in General Court assembled., and by the authority of 
the same^ as follows : 

Sect. 1. Samuel A. Chase, Hale Remington, William corporaton. 
Mason, 2d, their associates and successors, are hereby made 
a corporation, by the name of the president, directors and 
company of the Wamsutta Bank, to be established in Fall ^*™* 
River, and shall so continue until the first day of October, Duration. 
in the year one thousand eight hundred and seventy-six ; 
and shall be entitled to all the powers and privileges, and Prfviiegee, re- 
shall be subject to all the duties, liabilities and restrictions, ■*'**'"®°*' 
set forth in the public statutes of this Commonwealth rela- 
tive to banks and banking. 

Sect. 2. The capital stock of said bank shall consist of capital stock, 
one hundred thousand dollars, to be divided into shares of 
one hundred dollars each, to be paid in such instalments, 
and at such times as the stockholders may direct : provided^ ProTiM. 
that the whole be paid before the first day of May, in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-seven. 

Sect. 3. The stock of said bank shall be transferable Transfer of stock. 
only at the banking house, and on its books. 

Sect. 4. The said corporation shall be subject to all the subject to fbtnr. 
liabilities, requirements and restrictions, contained in such 
acts as may hereafter be passed by the general court in 
relation to banks and banking. [Approved by the Governor ^ 
June 4, 1866.] 
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Chap. 259 An Act to mcrease the Capital Stock of the Millbury Bank. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tivesy in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same^ as follows : 

Additional oapi- Sect. 1. Tlic president, directors and company of the 
Millbury Bank, in Millbuiy, are hereby authorized to increase 
their present capital stock, by an addition thereto of twenty- 
five thousand dollars, in shares of one hundred dollars each, 
which shall be paid in such instalments as the president and 
directors may determine : provided^ that the whole amount 
shall be paid in before the first day of May, in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-seven. 
Rj^mj^nce to Sect. 2. If any of the stockholders of said bank remon- 
strate against the acceptance of the additional capital herein 
provided, the said remonstrance shall be made in writing, 
to the cashier of the bank, on or before the first day of July 
next ; and if the persons so objectijig, legally represent one- 
fourth part of the present capital stock of said corporation, 
it shall not be entitled to the benefit of this act. 
tta wS^to*tlSL' Sect. 3. The additional stock aforesaid, when paid into 
*<•• said bank, shall be subject to the like tax, regulations, restric- 

tions and provisions, to which the present capital stock of 
said bank is now subject. 
^jjM^ to be Sect. 4. Before the aforesaid corporation shall proceed 
ry of state. to do busiucss ou said additional capital, a certificate, signed 
by the president and directors, and attested by the cashier, 
under oath, tliat the same has actually been paid into said 
bank, shall be returned to the office of the secretary of the 
Commonwealth. 

Sect. 5. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. [^Approved by the Governor ^ June 4, 1856. j 

Chap, 360 -^i^ -^CT in addition to *< An Act to incorporate the Broadway Railroad Com- 
pany." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represenia- 
lives J in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the samCy as follows : 

ActreriTedibr Chapter four huudrcd and forty-four, of the acts of 
jema. eighteen himdred and fifty-four, being " An Act to incor- 
porate the Broadway Railroad Company," is hereby revived, 
and continued in force for a period of three years from 
the passage hereof. [Approved by the Governor^ June 
4, 1856.] 
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An Act to inecnpoiate the Northampton Hotel Comptny. Chap. 26 1 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tiveSy in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : • 

Sect. 1. Jonathan H. Butler, John Clarke, Charles corpoimtoni. 
Delano, their associates and successors, are hereby made a 
corporation, by the name of the Northampton Hotel Cora- nmw. 
pany, for the purpose of erecting and maintaining, in the Poppofa. 
town of Northampton, buildings necessary and convenient 
for a public house ; with all the powers and privileges, and PririiegM, r»- 
subject to all the duties, liabilities and restrictions, set forth ■'^*'**®"'' *®- 
in the forty-fourth chapter of the Revised Statutes: /?ro- ptotIio. 
vided^ however, that said corporation shall not carry on the 
business of hotel keeping. 

Sect. 2. Said corporation may hold such real and per- ^SiS^ortTSt! 
sonal property, as may be necessary and convenient for the oead wOjOoo. 
purposes aforesaid, not exceeding in amount thirty thousand 
dollars : provided, however, that no shares in the capital ^'Jrjjjj*"'^ 
stock of said corporation, shall be issued for a less sum or 
amount, to be actually paid in on each, than the par value 
of the shares which shall bo first issued. [^Approved by the 
Governor, June 4, 1856.] 

Ak Act in addition to an Act to establish a Police Court in the Town of Mil- Chap. 262 

ford. -^ 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
lives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. The fifth section of chapter sixty, of the act wootojurtke, 
passed in the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty- "°°^^- 
four, entitled an act to establish a police court in the town 
of Milford, is hereby amended so that the justice of said 
court shall retain for his services, in criminal prosecutions, 
a sum not exceeding siy hundred dollars annually. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take eflFect from and after its 
passage. [^Approved by the Governor, June 4, 1856.] 

Ak Act to incorporate the South Berkshire Institute Associatiou. Chut^ 263 

Be it enacted by the Senate, a/nd House of Representor 
lives, in General Court assembled, amd by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. J. A. Rising, James Hyde, John Brewer, Edwin c<»poT»ton. 
Adams, their associates arid successors, are hereby made a 
corporation, by the name of the South Berkshire Institute nmm. 
Association, for the purpose of establishing a boarding and PurpoM. 
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day school in the town of New Marlborongh, in the conntjr 
of Berkshire, to be called the South Berkshire Institute ; 
wNitotj»,^w. with all the powers and privileges, and subject to all the 
'*^**""' *" duties, restrictions and liabilities, set forth in the forty-fourUi 
chapter of the Revised Statutes. 

Sect. 2. Said corporation may hold real eastate to the 
pmouaMtftto, amount of fifteen thousand dollars, and personal estate to 
•^'^^ the amount of five thousand dollars, to be exclusively de- 

voted to the purposes of education. 

Sect. 3. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. lApproved by the Governor^ June 4, 1856.] 

Chap. 264 -Ajf Act limiting the time for the Organization of Corporations. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tivesy in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same J as follows : 

TiiMUmitodto Sect. 1. The time within which all corporations created 

twojMM. jjy ^j^^ general court of this Commonwealth shall be organ- 
ized, shall be limited to two years from the time of the pas- 
sage of their respective acts of incorporation, except when 
the time is fixed in their said acts. 

Biirtiiif oorpoia- Sect. 2. All Corporations heretofore created by the gen- 
.toonejear. ^^^j court, shall be authorized to organize within one year 

itrvfSm. from the passage of this act, and not after : provided^ that 

the term of two years since the passage of their acts of 
incorporation has then expired, and that there is no limita- 
tion of time in the said acts. 

Sect. 3. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. [Approved by the Governor^ June 4, 1856.] 

Chop* 265 -^ Act in addition to an Act concerning Probate CoUrts in the Conntj of 
-■ Dukes County. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Souse of Representa- 
tives j in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the samcy as follows : 

wm»ofh^«tog Sect. 1. There shall be a. probate court held every year, 
eoorti dwDged. ^^ -^jv^est Tisbury, in the county of Dukes county, on the 

third Monday of October, and at Edgartown, in said county, 

on the third Monday of January. 
pwtuinp«ai. Sect. 2. So much of the chapter eighty-three, of the 

Revised Statutes, as provides for the holding of probate 

courts at Tisbury, on the third Monday of January, and at 

Edgartown, on the third Monday of October, is hereby 

repealed. 
Sect. 3. This act shall take effect from and after its 

passage. [Approved by the Governor j June 4, 1856.] 
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Ak Act ohoxigiiig the time of holding a Tem of the Probate Court in the Chap* 266 
County of Biiatol. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Cowrt assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. There shall be a probate court held every year S^^^^JSJ?* 
at Taunton, in the county of Bristol, on the Friday next *^ 
after the first Tuesday in November. 

Sect. 2. So much • of the eighty-third chapter of the P»r«»i »p~i- 
Revised Statutes, requiring a probate court to be lield at 
Taunton, in the county of Bristol, on the first Tuesday of 
November, is hereby repealed. 

Sect. 3. This act shall take eflfect from and after its 
passage. [^Approved by the Governor, June 4, 1856.] 

An Act relating to the Public Cemetery of the City of Roxbury. Chap, 267 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the sam£, as follows : 

Sect. 1. The real estate belonging to the Forest Hills j^J^p**^"**"' 
Cemetery, purchased by the commissioners of said Forest * 
Hills Cemetery, of Joel Seaverns, in pursuance of an order 
of the city council of the city of Roxbury, passed on the 
twenty-seventh of September, in the year eighteen hundred 
and fifty-two, shall be exempt from all public taxes so long 
as the same shall remain dedicated for the purposes of a 
cemetery. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. [^Approved by the Governor, June 4, 1856.] 

An Act in addition to '* An Act concerning Judges of Probate." Chap, 268 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the^ authority of 
the same, as follows : 

In determining the jurisdiction of judges of probate, under Jurisdiction of 
the act, approved on the twenty-fourth day of May, in the Sl*~' n*«^*- 
year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-one, to which this 
is in addition, the provisions thereof shall not be construed 
so as to render any judge incompetent, by reason of interest, 
to act in the settlement of the estates of persons deceased, 
unless the principal sum due or claimed, without interest, 
shall exceed the sum named in said act. [Approved by the 
Governor, June 4, 1866.] 
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be in writing. 



Chap, 269 An act to inaeMe the Capital StodL of the Adams Bank. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives^ in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same^ as follows : 

Sect. 1. The president, directors and company of the 
Adams Bank, in Adams, are hereby authorized to increase 
their present capital stock, by an addition thereto of one 
himdred and fifty thousand dollars, to be divided into shares 
of one Jiundred dollars each, which shall be paid in such 
instalments as the president and directors may determine; 
provided^ that the whole be paid in before the first day of 
May, in the year one thousand eight hundred and 'fifty- 
seven. 

Sect. 2. If any of the stockholders of said bank remon- 
strate against the acceptance of the additional capital herein 
provided, the said remonstrance shall be made in writing, 
to the cashier of the bank, on or before the first day of July 
next ; and if the persons so objecting, legally represent one- 
fourth part of the present capital stock of said corporation, 
it shall not be entitled to the benefit of this act. 

Sect. 3. The additional capital stock aforesaid, when 
paid into said bank, shall be subject to the like tax, regula- 
tions, restrictions and provisions, to which the present capi- 
tal stock of said bank is now subject. 

Sect. 4. Before said corporation shall proceed to do 
business on said additional capital, a certificate, signed by 
the president and directors, and attested by the cashier, 
under oath, that the same has actually been paid mto said 
bank, shall be returned into the oflBce of the secretary of the 
Commonwealth. 

Sect. 5. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. [Approved by the Governor, June 4, 1856.] 

An Act to incorporate the Plymouth Library. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tivesy in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. Charles Burton, Andrew L. Russell, John J. 
Russell, Charles G. Davis, William T. Davis, their associates 
and successors, are hereby made a corporation by the name 
of the Plymouth Library, for the purpose of establishing and 
maintaining a library in the town of Plymouth ; with afi the 
powers and privileges, and subject to all the duties, liabili- 
ties and restrictions, set forth in the forty-fourth chapter of 
the Revised Statutes. 
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Sect. 2. This corporation may hold, for the purpose B«J«wip«r»iiid 
aforesaid, real and personal estate to the amount of ten ^^^' ' ^'^* 
thousand dollars. 

Sect. 3. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. ^Approved by the Governor^ June 4, 1856.] 

Ak Act concerning the sale of Onipna in this Commonwealth. Chcip. 271 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. , In all purchases and sales of onions hereafter wdghtofbiuhei. 
made in this Commonwealth, the standard weight of the 
bushel shall be fifty-two pounds ; and the provisions of the 
one hundred and ninety-ninth section of the twenty-eighth 
chapter of the Revised Statutes shall hereafter apply to all 
such purchases and sales. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. \_Approved by the Governor, June 4, 1856.] 

An Act to amend an Act entitled an Act in addition to an Act to establish />? 0*70 
the City of Worcester. O/lOp. Z i Z 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled, md by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. The power conferred upon the city coimcil ^^l^^^^^l^ 
thecity of Worcester, by the fourth section of an act in addi- *° 
tion to an act to establish the city of Worcester, chapter one 
himdred and ninety-one of the acts passed in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty, is hereby conferred upon 
the mayor and aldermen of said city. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take effect from and after its pas- 
sage. [Approved by the Governor, June 4, 1856.] 

An Act changing the time of holding a Probate Court at Groton, in the Chap. 273 
County of Middlesex. •^' 

Be it eruicted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

There shall be a probate court held at Groton, in the nme amt holding 
county of Middlesex, on the third Tuesday of October in JS^?*""* 
every year ; and so much of the eighty-third chapter of the 
Revised Statutes, requiring a probate court to be holden at 
said Groton, on the first Tuesday of November, is hereby 
repealed. lApproved by the Governor, Jv/ne 4, 1866.] 
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Chap. 274 An Act to incofporate the Agawam Bridge Company. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tivesy in General Court assembled^ and by the atUhoriiy of 
the same, as follows : 

€k)rporators. Sect. 1. Lyman Whitman, Thomas Eirkland, Henry 

Fuller, Henry Sykes, Luther Loomis, Henry Wolcott, 

Charles G. Rice, Elijah Bliss, J. R. Cooley, Horace Cutler, 

and their associates and successors, are hereby made a cor- 

Name. poratiou by the name of the Agawam Bridge Company; 

priviicgw, re- with all thc powers and privileges, and subject to all the 

•tricuonii. &c. (j^ties, liabilities and restrictions, set forth in the forty-fourth 

chapter of the Revised Statutes. 
^iSJt^^Sid**' Sect. 2. The said corporation is hereby authorized and 
Sw (innoc^- empowered to erect a bridge over Connecticut River, between 
cut River. ^j^^ ^j^y ^f Springfield and the town of Agawam, at or near 
Rajandpewonai the present ferry, and to purchase and hold such real and 

esUte not to ex- ^ - -^ ' -f /. . i x 

ceed «ioo,ooo. pcrsoual estate as may be proper for that purpose, not 
exceeding in value the sum of one hundred thousand dollars: 

ProTiro. provided^ that no shares in the capital stock of said corpora- 

tion shall be issued for a less sum or amoimt, to be actually 
paid in on each, than the par value of the shares which shall 

bSi^Vc ^ ^*^^ ^® ^^^* issued. And said bridge shall be well built, of suit- 
' ^' able materials, at least twenty-six feet wide, and floored with 
planks, with suflScient railings on each side, and shall be 
kept in good repair at all times. 

co^rattonto Sect. 3. The said corporation shall be holden to make 

Saonforprop^ compcusation to any person whose real estate or franchise 

erty taken. gj^^jj ^^ taken for thc uses aforesaid, or be prejudiced there- 
by ; and if there shall be a difference of opinion as to the 
value of the same, either party may apply to the county 
commissioners to estimate the damage such person may sus- 
tain ; whereupon the same proceedings shall be had, in 
respect to damages and costs, and trial by jury, as are pro- 
vided by the twenty-fourth chapter of the Revised Statutes, 
concerning townways and private ways. 

Tougwatod. Sect. 4. A toll is hereby granted to said corporation, 

and established at the following rates : — For each foot pas- 
senger, two cents ; for each horse and rider, five cents ; for 
each gig, sulky, buggy, wagon or sleigh, without top, drawn 
by one horse, ten cents ; for each chaise, cab, carryall, cov- 
ered buggy or sleigh, drawn by one horse, twelve cents ; for 
each coach, chariot, phaeton, omnibus or covered sleigh, 
drawn by two horses, twenty-five cents ; and for each addi- 
tional horse, four cents ; for each cart, wagon, sled, sleigh 
or other carriage of burden, drawn by one beast, ten cents ; 
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if drawn by two beasts, fifteen cents ; for each additional 
beast, four cents ; for each horse without a rider, four cents; 
for sheep and swine, each, one cent ; and one person, and 
no more, to each team, shall pass free of toll. 

Sect. 5. The said tolls shall commence on the day of when to com- 
the opening of said bridge for public use, and continue for "*°"' 
the term of sixty years thereafter ; and at the place of receiv- 
ing said tolls, there shall be constantly exposed to view a 
sign-board, with the said rates of toll fairly and legibly 
painted or printed thereon : provided^ that if at any time Proriw. 
after the building of said bridge the county of Hampden, the 
city of Springfield, and the town of Agawam, or any or 
either of them, shall reimburse the proprietors the money 
expended by them upon the same, with six per cent, interest 
added, the said bridge shall then be surrendered to the 
county of Hampden, to be forever after maintained as a free 
bridge. 

Sect. 6. The said corporation may, if it see cause, com- May commute 
mute said rates of toll with any person or persons, by taking"*****^***"'*** 
a certain less sum, payable at any stated periods, instead of 
the toll aforesaid, or by taking of all persons less rates of 
toll than are above specified ; public notice of their intention puwic notice to 
so to do being first published three weeks successively, in ^*°' 
some newspaper printed in the city of Springfield. 

Sect. 7. The said corporation at the time of opening corpomtion to re- 
said bridge, or as soon as may be thereafter, shall cause a iJJSnsMofSauS' 
true accoimt of the expenses of building the same, and also ^' ^"^ 
at the end of every three years thereafter, a true account of 
all receipts and disbursements on account of the same, to be 
returned into the office of the secretary of the Common- 
wealth. 

Sect. 8. The legislature may, at any time hereafter, i-egwi^^y 
regulate the tolls on said bridge, as they may deem expedi- "*" 
ent, upon reasonable notice to said corporation. 

Sect. 9. If said corporation shall neglect, for the space ^^,jj^i 
of five years from the passing of this act, to build and finish finiSUinflve 
the said bridge, then this act shall be of no efiect. ^**"* 

Sect. 10. This act shall take efiect from and after its 
passage. [Approved by the Governor ^ June 4, 1856.] 
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Chap. 275 Ah Aot to imooqMaHe the Shdbnme Falls Baak. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives^ in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same, as follows: 

Sect. 1. Jarvis B. Bardwell, E. G. Lamson, Career 
Hotchkiss, their associates and successors, are hereby made 
a corporation by the name of the president, directors and 
company of the Shelburne Falls Bank, to be established in 
the town of Shelburne, and village of Shelburne Falls, and 
shall so continue until the first day of October, in the year 
one thousand eight himdred and seventy-eight, and shall be 
entitled to all the powers and privileges, and be subject to 
all the duties, liabilities and restrictions, set forth in the 
public statutes of this Commonwealth, relative to banks and 
banking. 

Sect. 2. The capital stock of said bank shall consist of 
one hundred thousand dollars, to be divided into shares of 
one hundred dollars each, to be paid in such instalments 
and at such times as the stockholders may direct : provided^ 
that the whole be paid in before the first day of May, in the 
year one thousand eight himdred and fifty-eight. 

Sect. 3. The stock of said bank shall be transferable 
only at its banking-house and on its books. 
Subject toftituM Sect. 4. The said corporation shall be subject to all the 
^' liabilities, requirements and restrictions contained in such 

acts as may hereafter be passed by the general court, in 
relation to banks and banking. [^Approved by the Governor^ 
June 4, 1856.] 
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An Act to incorporate the Brookline Hotel Company. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives j in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. Charles Wild, William Aspinwall, George F. 
Homer and Nathaniel Harris, their associates and succes- 
sors, are hereby made a corporation by the name of the 
Brookline Hotel Company, for the purpose of erecting a 
hotel in the town of Brookline, and maintaining such public 
house, and the buildings and improvements connected there- 
with ; and for these purposes shall have all the powers and 
privileges, and be subject to all the duties, restrictions and 
limitations, set forth in the forty-fourth chapter of the Re- 
vised Statutes: provided, that said corporation shall not 
carry on the business of hotel keeping, or be-in any way 
interested in such business. 
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Sect. 2. The whole amount of real and personal estate, 23d wmom**' 
or capital stock, which said corporation may hold for the * 

purposes aforesaid, shall not exceed one hundred thousand, 
dollars. 

Sect. 3. The one hundred and twenty-third chapter of J^jraw-etre- 
the acts of the legislature, passed in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and fifty-five, is hereby repealed. 

Sect. 4. This act shall take eflfect from and after its pas- 
sage. {^Approved by the Governor^ June 4, 1856.] 

Ak Act to fix the Salary of the District- Attorney for the South-Eastem Chap. 277 

District. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of JRepresenta- 
tiveSy in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
tlie same, as follows : 

The salary of the district-attorney for the south-eastern J^ ••*^ 
district shall be henceforward established at the rate of one 
diousand dollars per annum — payable in equal quarterly 
payments, out of the treasury of the Commonwealth. [4/?- 
proved by the Governor y June 4, 1856.] 

An Act to prevent Waste. Chap. 278 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
lives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Tlie provisions of the fifty-fourth section of the three hun- iwoeof wpit«of 
dred and twelfth chapter of the statutes of the year eighteen l^^c,*^'**^ 
hundred and fifty-two, are hereby so far extended as to 
embrace all cases when any real action has been or 
may be brought for the recovery of land, and any waste 
thereon has been committed or threatened by the de- 
fendant, or any one claiming under him, or acting by his 
permission on the land ; and in all cases the court, or the 
justice thereof, to whom application is made, may, in their 
discretion, require that the applicant shall, before the issu- 
ing of the writ of injunction, give a bond with sufficient 
siu-eties to the adverse party, with the condition that the 
applicant shall pay all damages, which may arise from the 
issuing of said writ of injunction, in case the same should 
be subsequently dissolved. [^Approved by the Governor, 
June 4, 1856.] 
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Chap. 279 -^ ^^ '^^ addition to an Act to incorporate tiie Dorchester Ayenne Rtthoad 
^ Company. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tives^ in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Anthortod tola- Sect. 1. The DoFchcster Avenue Bailroad Company are 
S^^J^tS hereby authorized to issue bonds, for the purpose of con- 
capiui. structing their road, or for money which it may borrow, for 

any purpose sanctioned by law; but the bonds so issued 
shall not exceed the amount of capital stock paid in by the 
stockholders of said company. Such bonds may be issued 
in sums of not less than five hundred dollars each, payable 
in twenty years from their date, with interest at the rate of 
six per cent., payable semi-annually. 
Bond! to b« tp- Sect. 2. Such bonds shall be approved by a majority of 
prored. ^j^^ financc committee of said corporation, who shall certify 

that each of said bonds is properly issued and recorded upon 
the books of the corporation. Ail bonds and notes which 
shall be issued by said corporation shall be binding and 
collectable in law, notwithstanding such bonds or notes mar 
be negotiated and sold by such corporation, or their agents, 
at less than par. 
8«!uritjofbond«. Sect. 8. Said bonds shall be secured by a conveyance of 
the corporate property to three trustees, by a suitable instru- 
ment to be prepared for that purpose, as a pledge or mort- 
gage to secure the performance of the conditions of said 
bonds. 
Sinking ftrnd. Sect. 4. The said Corporation shall, semi-annually, pay 
to said trustees a sum equal to two per cent, per annum, on 
the amount of said bonds, for the purpose of creating a 



Trofteefto man< 
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|- sinkmg fund. Said trustees shall have the care and man- 
agement of all the moneys, funds and securities at any time 
belonging to said sinking fund ; and they shall, from time 
to time, at their discretion, invest the moneys on hand 
securely, and so that they shall be productive, and the same 
may be invested in the bonds of the Dorchester Avenue 
Railroad Company, secured as aforesaid, or loaned on inter- 
est to any county, city, or town, or any bank of this Com- 
monwealth, or the same may be loaned on interest, well 
secured by a first mortgage of real estate to an amoimt not 
exceeding one-half the value thereof, or by pledge of the 
scrip or stock of any of the New England States, or of auy 
city, county, or town, as aforesaid, or of any bank incorpo- 
rated by this Commonwealth ; and the said fund, together 
with the accruing interest, shall constitute a sinking fund 
for the payment and redemption of said bonds. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1856.— Chapter 279. 203 

Sect. 5. Said trustees shall make an annual return to J^JJJS^^SuSf'* 
the secretary of this Commonwealth, of the whole amount *^ 
of bonds issued by said corporation and secured by mort- 
gage as aforesaid, and the whole amount by them received, 
and the investments made thereof. 

Sect. 6. In case of failure by the said corporation, in Jj^^^^^j^c^ 
the performance of any of the conditions of said bonds, the m*yo«ier8ai«. 
trustees shall petition the supreme judicial court for leave 
to sell the property conveyed to them as aforesaid; and 
thereupon the same shall be sold in such way and manner 
as the court may order ; and after the payment of all costs 
and expenses, there shall be paid into the sinking fund a 
sum which, added to the amoimt then on hand, shall equal 
the amount of said bonds, and any interest thereon due and 
unpaid, and the remainder thereof paid to said corporation. 

Sect. 7. The purchaser or purchasers at such sale, may J|^^J^^^ 
associate themselves together, under any name by them poration, ke. 
assumed, for the purpose of managing said railroad, and 
they shall, together with their successors and assigns, be 
and remain a body corporate, under the name assumed by 
them ; but, before they shall commence business, they shall ^*^^ ^ ^ 
make a certificate, setting forth their corporate name, the 
amount of capital actually paid in, and the par value of 
the shares ; which certificate shall be signed and sworn to 
by the president, treasurer, and a majority of the directors 
of said company, published three times in two daily Boston 
papers, and filed with the secretary of the Commonwealth ; 
and when 'SO organized, they shall becomo a corporation, 
with like powers and privileges, and subject to all the duties 
and restrictions set forth in the act incorporating the Dor- 
chester Avenue Railroad Company. 

Sect. 8. The supreme judicial court shall have fuU l^^'JoST" ""' 
equity powers on all matters relating to this act, or the acts 
to which it is in addition. 

Sect. 9. This act shall not take efiect unless it shall be ^^t°Siiif„,'J''e^ 
accepted by a majority of the stockholders of the aforesaid 
corporation, at a meethig called for that purpose. [Ap- 
proved bi/ the Governor^ June 4, 1856.] 
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Chm. 280 Av Act fai addHidn to an Act to i B Corpcw Ue tibe Maiden and Mdroae Ona- 

liglit Coi^any. 

Be U enacted bff ike Senate and House of Represenia- 
tivesy in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same J as follows : 

Sect. 1. The Maiden and Melrose (Jas-Light Company 
may extend their pipes into Medford and West Cambridge, 
and build all necessary buildings in either of said towns ; 
uaj opm and they shall have power and authority to open the ground 
^^^i^. in any part of the streets, lanes and highways, in said towns, 
for the purpose of sinking and repairing such pipes and 
conductors as i^ may be necessary to sink, for the purposes 
aforesaid ; and the said company, after opening the ground 
in said streets, lanes, and highways, shall be held to put the 
same again in repair, imder the penalty of being prosecuted 
for a nuisance : provided^ however^ that the selectmen of said 
towns, respectively, for the time being, shall, at all times, 
have tiie power, in their respective towns, to regulate, restrict 
and control, the acts and doings of said company, which 
may in any manner aflFect the health, safety or convenience 
Pn>TkM,ter- of the inhabitants of said towns; and provided^ further^ 
**^* that they shall not extend their pipes into Medford without 

first obtaining the written consent of the selectmen of said 
town, 
chaaftortitk. Sect. 2. From and after the acceptance of this act, the 
Maiden and Melrose Gas-Light Company shall be called and 
known as the Maiden, Medford and Melrose Gas-Light Com- 
pany. 

Sect. 3. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. [Approved by the Governor^ June 4, 1856.] 

Chap. 281 An Act to incorporate the (General Charitable Society, of Newburyport. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor- 
lives ^ in General Court assembled j and by the authority of 
the samCy as follows : 

oorponton. Sect. 1. Mary E. Dimmick, Margaret H. Andrews, 

Sarah J. Spalding, Mary C. Balch, their associates and suc- 
NuM. cessors, are hereby made a corporation by the name of tlie 

PorpoM. General Charitable Society, of Newburyport, for the pur- 

pose of taking, holding, investing and distributing such 
funds as they now have, or as may hereafter bo given them, 
for the charitable and benevolent objects of their association ; 
PriTikfM, n- with all the powers and privileges, and subject to all the 
•^******^ **• duties, liabilities and restrictions, set forth in the forty-fourth 
chapter of the Revised Statutes. 
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Sect. 2. Said corporation shall be empowered to holdRw^iwdperaonai 
real and personal estate to an amount not exceeding ten SSf$io,odo! **' 
thousand dollars. 

Sect. 3. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. [Approved by the Governor, Jtme 4, 1866-] 

Aw Act concerning Charles River and Warren Bridges. Chup. 282 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tivesj in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same J as follows : 

Sect. 1. There shall be provided for Charles River Drnw-tendow ap- 
Bridge and for Warren Bridge, a steady and discreet person p*^*"**^* 
for draw-tender. 

Sect. 2. Said draw-tenders shall have full control and Q«w>»> <!«**«»• 
direction (under the rules and directions of the agent or 
superintendent) of the passing of all vessels through said 
draws; they shall give all necessary advice, and furnish 
proper facilities for said passing; they shall allow no 
unnecessary detention, having due regard and caution for 
the public travel ; they shall be ready, day and night, to 
open the draws ; and the agent or superintendent shall have 
posted up, in some conspicuous place, for the inspection of 
all persons interested therein, a written or printed copy of 
his regulations, conforming to the provisions of this act. 

Sect. 3. Every commander or master of a vessel apply- Reguutioni for 
ing to pass the draw, shall give the draw-tender a true report SiS?* *^* 
of his vessel's extreme breadth (when required so to do) ; 
he shall be governed by the draw-tender, as to the priority 
of right, when two or more vessels apply to pass at the same 
time ; he shall so place his buoys, warping lines, anchors or 
cables, as neither to interfere with other vessels, or obstruct 
the bridge, except as he may be authorized by the draw- 
tender or agent ; and vessels shall go to the right in passing 
up and down, according to the tide, if practicable, unless 
otherwise directed by the draw-tender. 

Sect. 4. Any person obstructing such draw-tender iii P"®^®^'"*^ 
the performance of his duty as prescribed by this act, or °^ ^"**^ 
violating the provisions of this act, shall, upon conviction 
thereof, pay a fine of not less than three nor more than fifty 
dollars. 

Sect. 6. Any person who shall break, deface or impair Fine tot i^joiing 
either of said bridges, wharves, or piers, or shall \innecessa- SidSl&S!**°* 
rily open or obstruct the draw, without the consent of such 
draw-tender, or shall, without the consent of such draw-ten- 
der, make fast or moor to such bridge, any scow, raft or 
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other Tessel, within wake of the draw, shall^upon conyiction 
thereof, pay a fine of not less than three nor more than 
twenty dollars ; and any city marshal or constable, within 
whose jurisdiction such obstruction may occur, shall have 
power, upon the complaint of such draw-tender, to remove 
the commander or master and remove such vessel at the 
owner's expense. 

Sect. 6. If any vessel shall, through the negligence or 
carelessness of the master, or others having charge of such 
vessel, injure, or damage said bridge, wharf or pier, such 
vessel, her master and owners, shall pay for repairing such 
damage, with costs for collecting the same. 

Sect. 7. If any person shall wilfully injure or damage 
said bridge, wharf or pier, or shall wilfully disturb or hinder 
the draw-tender in the discharge of his duties as aforesaid, 
he shall forfeit and pay for each offence, a penalty of not less 
than fifty, nor greater than one hundred dollars, to the use 
of the Commonwealth, to be recovered by indictment or 
information, in any court of competent jurisdiction, and such 
person, so offending, shall be further liable to answer iu 
damages to the Commonwealth : provided^ that nothing in 
this act shall be construed as intending to impair or affect 
the legal rights of any person whatever. 

Sect. 8. This act shall take effect from and after its 
[Approved by the Governor^ June 4, 1856.] 
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Chap, 283 ^^ ^^ ooncerniDg the Essex Merrimac Bridge. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives^ in General Court assembled^ and by the auihority of 
the samey as follows : 

Sect. 1. The proprietors of the Essex Merrimac Bridge, 
are hereby continued a corporation for the term of twenty- 
five years beyond the time now fixed by their charter, and 
the acts additional thereto, and shall be entitled to all the 
powers and privileges, and subjected to all the restrictions 
and liabilities, now set forth in their charter, and the acts 
pw>Ti»r>. additional thereto : provided, that the said proprietors shall, 

within eighteen months after the passage of this act, cause 
the following additions and alterations to be made to the 
said bridge, namely : the wooden part of the pier on the 
southerly side of the draw of said bridge, and adjoining 
thereto, shall be raised two feet higher t£an it now is, and 
the said proprietors shall construct and keep in good repair, 
during the whole time they may be authorized to receive 
tolly a new pier, to be connected to the aforesaid pier, extend' 
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ing easterly therefrom seventy feet, wliich pier shall be 
twenty-five feet wide on the top, and of the same height as 
the pier aforesaid, and shall be built in like manner as the 
piers of said bridge are now built, and suitable posts and 
rings shall be attached to said pier, for the accommodation 
of vessels passing through the draw of said bridge ; also, the 
said proprietors shall place and maintain, during the term of 
their charter, two good buoys in the river on the easterly side 
of the said bridge, and three good buoys in the river on the 
westerly side of the said bridge, with sufficient chains and 
anchors for vessels to lie at securely while passing through 
the draw of said bridge ; and they shall be placed m such 
locations as the branch pilots on the Merrimac River shall 
designate. 

Sect. 2. The three himdred and sixtieth chapter of the condiuonni re- 
acts of the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five, 
entitled " An Act concerning the Essex Merrimac Bridge," 
shall be void and of no jeflFect, when the additions and alter- 
ations set forth in the first section of this act are completed, 
according to the provisions thereof. \_Approved by the Gov- 
ernor^ June 4, 1866.] 

Ax Act in addition to the several Acts for the relief of Insolvent Debtors, and QJinn^ 284 
the more equal Distribution of their Effects. "' 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tivesj in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows: 

Sect. 1. There shall be, and there are, hereby estab- courta of intoi- 
lished, courts of record, to be called courts of insolvency, IS!*''^"**^""**" 
one in and for each county in this Commonwealth ; and there Appointment of 
shall be appointed, commissioned and qualified, in the man-^"^***' 
ner prescribed by the constitution, a suitable person learned 
in the law, to be judge for each of said courts, who shall 
hold his office during good behavior ; and as vacancies shall 
occur, the same shall be filled in the manner prescribed by 
the constitution for appointing and commissioning judicial 
officers. 

Sect. 2. Said judges shall have and exercise all theJa^ctionof 
jurisdiction, power and authority that commissioners of^" 
insolvency now have and exercise under and by virtue of, 
the several acts to which this is in addition ; and all the 
provisions in said acts contained, shall apply in like manner 
to said judges respectively, as they apply to judges of pro- 
bate, masters in chancery, and commissioners of insolvency, 
except so far as said provisions, or any of them, may be by 
this act modified or repealed. 
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c-rtjjjrfj^ Sect. 3. Eadi judge shall bold his court at the shire 
town or shire towns, of the coontj or eounties, within his 
jurisdiction* at such times as he shall afqwint ; and each 
county shall provide a suitable court room in the shire town 
or shire towns theveoC, for the use of said courts, and shall 
also provide a suitable fire-proc^ room, in which shall be 
kept all the records of said courts, and all the books, docu- 
ments and papers appertaining to the business of said courts ; 
also, all the records of insolvency, in all cases in insolvency 
now or heretofore pending in such county. 
''*''**be5r iT Sect. 4. Said judges of insolvency respectively, may, in 
^^"^ ' vacation, as well as at a stated court, and notwithstanding 

tiie absence of the register, approve compositions and 
assignees' bonds, and ap}»rove or order sales, receive peti- 
tions, issue orders of notice and warrants, and do such other 
oflScial acts as are done as matters of course, and as do not 
require a previous notice to an adverse party. 
JJ*5J^^y^ Sect. 5. If any of said judg^ shall, from sickness, 
ioMng coontj abscncc, or other cause, be unable* to perform the duties 
"**' required of him, in any case ari^g within his jurisdiction, 

or shall be interested in any such case, the duties required 
of him shall, if such case shall arise in the county of Dukes 
County or Nantucket, be performed by the judge of the 
insolvency court of Barnstable County ; and if such case 
shall arise in any other coimty than Dukes County or Nan- 
tucket, such duties shall be performed by the judge of the 
insolvency court of that adjoining coimty having the least 
number of inhabitants according to the next preceding de- 
cennial census. And the register of the court within whose 
jurisdiction such case shall arise, shall make upon the record 
of the case a certificate of such inability, upon its being 
made known to him, and shall forthwith transmit a certified 
copy of the same to the judge whose duty it is to act in tiic 
case, and who shall, during such inability, act in the case in 
the county in which the case shall arise. 
^^ Sect. 6. The supreme judicial court shall establish a 

seal for said courts of insolvency, and all assignments, war- 
rants, orders of notice and processes, issuing from the said 
courts of insolvency, shall be under said seal. 
jndgM mar pun. Sect. 7. Evcry judgc of insolvency shall have power to 
uh tor contempt, ^^^p q^^qj^ jn jjig court, and punish any contempt of his 
authority, in like manner as such contempt might be pun- 
ished by the court of common pleas, and may appoint any 
such officer or officers to attend upon said court, as may be 
needed for the transaction of the business thereof^ and to 
aid in keeping order therein. 
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Sect. 8. All sherifis, deputy-sheriflfs, coroners and con-i>atyofih(wiiiii, 
stables, shall serve and execute all decrees, warrants, orders ***' 
and processes to them legally directed by any judge of in- 
solvency. 

Sect. 9. Said several courts of insolvency shall have^^^p^jj"" 
power to issue commissions, to take testimony, and to com- 
pel the attendance of witnesses, and the giving of testimony, 
in the like manner and to the like extent as the court of 
common pleas lias. 

Sect. 10. The said judges shall, from time to time, make »«im of «w»rt. 
rules, in writing, for regulating the practice and conducting 
the business of said courts, in all cases not provided for by 
law. And they shall, within six months from the time this 
act shall take elBTect, return a statement in writing, of the 
rules and course of proceeding made and adopted by them, 
or a majority of them, to the supreme judicial court, and 
they shall make a like return of all their rules thereafter 
made and adopted as aforesaid, as soon as conveniently may 
be, after making and adopting the same ; and the supreme 
judicial court shall have power to alter and amend all such 
rules, and to make other and further rules, from time to 
time, for regulating the proceedings in all said courts, as 
they shall judge necessary, in order to introduce and main- 
tain regularity and uniformity in said proceedings. 

Sect. 11. Each judge of insolvency shall appoint, tem- Appointment, 
porarily, a suitable person to be register of insolvency, in all ten. "^^^ 
cases arising within the jurisdiction of said judge ; and said 
register shall hold his office, until a register is duly chosen 
and quahfied ; and at the annual election to be holden in 
NoTember next, a register of insolvency shall be elected in 
and for each of the several counties in this Commonwealth, 
for the same term of years and in the same manner as is 
now provided by law for the election of clerks of courts. 

Sect. 12. Every register of insolvency shall, ^f^^^e ^^d^im with, 
entermg upon his office, make oath that he will faithfully *° ^ ° • 
discharge the duties thereof, and that he will not, during his 
continuance in office, directly or indirectly, be interested in, 
' or benefited by, the fees or emoluments arising from any 
suit or matter pending in the court of which he is register, 
and such oath being subscribed by such register shall be 
filed in said court ; and he shall also give bond to the treas- 
urer of the Commonwealth, in a sum not less than five him- 
dred dollars, and not exceeding five thousand dollars, as 
shall be ordered by the judge, with one or more sureties, to 
be approved by said judge, with condition for the faithful 
discharge of the duties of his office. 

27 
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SS*^^Sd?toJ' Sect. 13. Said register shall record, in books to be kept 
for that purpose, all the proceedings at the meetings oj cred- 
itors, and all decrees and orders of said court, all warrants, 
assignments, returns, certificates of discharge, and all such 
other acts and proceedings as he shall, by the rules of the 
court, or by any special order of the judge, be required to 
record. Said register shall also make and keep a docket of 
all cases pending in said court, and of the proceedings 
therein, with an alphabetical index thereto. He shall al»o 
have the care and custody of all the books, documents and 
papers appertaining to said court, and filed or deposited 
therein, and shall carefully preserve the same to be delivered 
to his successor ; and he shall also perform such other duties 
appertaining to his office as shall be prescribed by the judge. 
All said books, records, documents and papers, and said 
docket, shall be at all reasonable times open to the inspec- 
tion of the public. Said register shall also make all com- 
putations of dividends, and make out all orders of distribu- 
tion, and shall furnish to the assignees a certified copy of 
such orders, and also of all schedules of creditors, wad of 
assets filed in each case. He shall also have power, in case 
of the absence of the judge, to adjourn any court or meet- 
ing. 

^pomy wgii- Sect. 14. In case of the death or absence of the regis- 
ter, the judge shall appoint some other suitable person as 
register until the standing register shall be able to perform 
his duty, or until another standing register shall be ap- 
pomted and qualified. Every person so appointed tempo- 
rary register shall be sworn before the judge appointing 
him, to the faithful performance of the duties of his office, 
and so long as he shall perform said duties he shall be enti- 
tled to the same compensation therefor as if he had been 
the standing register ; and such compensation shall be paid 
by the standing register when his absence is the cause of 
appointing a temporary register: provided^ such standing 
register shall again enter upon the discharge of the duties 
of his office. 

Sect. 15. The appointment of such temporary register, 
and the certificate of the oath of office administered to him, 
shall in every case be recorded with the other proceedings 
whenever such appointment shall be made. 

Sect. 16. No judge of insolvency shall be retained or 
employed as counsel or attorney, either in or out of court, 
in any suit or matter whatsoever, which may depend upon, 
or in any way relate to, any decision, warrant, order or 
decree made or passed by him, or to any proceedings in his 



Compensation. 



Proviso. 



Temporary ap« 
pointments to 



Jadgtt not to be 
of coonsel. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1856.— Chapter 284. 211 

oourt, nor shall he be of counsel or attorney for or against 
any debtor, creditor or assignee, in any cause or matter 
which may come before him, or which may arise or grow 
out of, or be in any way connected with any proceedings 
before him, or in any appeal in any such cause or matter. 
And every judge of insolvency, before entering upon his 
office shall, in addition to his oath of office, make oath 
that he will not, during his continuance in office, be 
directly or indirectly interested in, or benefited by, the 
fees or emoluments arising in any matter pending in 
the court of which he is judge ; and such oath being sub- 
scribed by said judge shall be filed in the court of insolvency. 

Sect. 17. No register shall be of counsel or attorney, H«gi«t«rnot to be 
either in or out of court, in any suit or matter whatsoever, ^ *^"'"* * 
pending in the court of which he is register, or in any appeal 
therefrom, nor shall he be assignee in any case pending in 
said court, nor in any manner interested in the fees or emol- 
uments arising from said office of assignee, or from any 
matter or proceeding in said court. 

Sect. 18. The several judges of insolvency shall receive salaries of judgv. 
for their services an annual sidary as specified in the follow- 
ing table, to wit : — 

The judge of insolvency for tlie county of SuffiDlk, the 
sum of three thousand dollars. 

The judge of insolvency for the county of Middlesex, the 
sum of two thousand dollars. 

The judge of insolvency for the county of Worcester, the 
sum of eighteen hundred dollars. 

The judge of insolvency for the county of Essex, the sum 
of seventeen hundred dollars. 

The judge of insolvency for the county of Norfolk, the 
sum of fifteen hundred dollars. 

The judges of insolvency for the counties of Berkshire, 
Bristol and Plymouth, the sum of one thousand dollars each. 

The judges of insolvency for the counties of Hampshire 
and Hampden, the sum of eight hundred dollars each. 

The judge of insolvency for the county of Franklin, the 
sum of five hundred dollars. 

The judge of insolvency for the coimty of Barnstable, the 
sum of four hundred dollars. 

The judge of insolvency for the county of Dukes County, 
tlie sum of one hundred and fifty dollars. 

The judge of insolvency for the county of Nantucket, the 
sum of one hundred and fifty dollars. 

Sect. 19. The several registers of the insolvency courts salaries of wgia. 
' shall receive for their services an annual salary as specified ^^' 
in the following table, to wit : — 
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The register of the insolvency court for the county of 
Suffolk, the sum of three thousand dollars. 

The register of the insolvency court for the county of 
Middlesex, the sum of fourteen hundred dollars. 

The register of the insolvency court for the county of 
Worcester, the sum of twelve hxindred dollars. 

The register of the insolvency court for the county of 
Essex, the sum of eleven hundred dollars. 

The register of the insolvency court for the county of 
Norfolk, the sum of one thousand dollars. 

The registers of the insolvency courts for the counties of 
Berkshire, Bristol and Plymouth, the sum of eiglit hundred 
dollars each. 

The registers of the insolvency courts for the counties of 
Hampshire and Hampden, the sum of five himdred dollars 
each. 

The register of the insolvency court for the county of 
Franklin, the sum four hundred dollars. 

The register of the insolvency court for the county of 
Barnstable, the sum of three himdred and fifty dollars. 

The register of the insolvency court for the county of 
Dukes Coimty, the sum of seventy-five dollars. 

The register of the insolvency court for the county of 
Nantucket, the sum of seventy-five dollars. 

Sect. 20. The said salaries shall be paid in quarterly 
payments out of the treasury of the Commonwealth, on the 
first days of January, April, July and October in every year, 
and in the same proportion for any part of a year. 

Sect. 21. No judge of insolvency or register of insol- 
vency shall receive any fee or compensation in addition to 
the salaries above provided, for any thing done by them 
respectively, in their oflBcial capacities, except as hereinafter 
provided. 

Sect. 22. The register of insolvency shall, for all copies 
which he shall make of any orders for distribution and sched- 
ules, in addition to those required by law, and for all copies 
of any other papers, be paid by the person demanding the 
same, at the rate of fourteen cents per page, and no more. 

Sect. 23. All expenses attending the sessions of said 
courts, and the transaction of business therein, and all 
expenses for blank books for said records, and for blank forms 
and stationery necessary for the transaction of the business 
of said courts, shall be paid out of the treasury of the 
Commonwealth. 

Sect. 24. In each case in insolvency there shall be 
allowed and paid the fees in the following tOrUe set forth, 
and none other, to wit : — 
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For issuing the warrant on the original petition, five dol- 
lars: 

For each day on which any meeting in said case shall be 
held, seven dollars: 

For each order for dividend, five dollars : 
Which fees shall have priority of payment over all other 
claims out of the estate and effects of the debtor ; and if 
there shall not be suflBcient assets in the case for the pay- 
ment thereof, the person upon whose petition the warrant is 
issued shall pay the same, and the court shall have the 
power to issue an execution against such petitioner to com- 
pel the payment thereof to the standing register ; and before 
the issuing of any warrant such petitioner shall deposit with 
such register, or with the judge, to be delivered to such 
register, forty dollars, as security for the payment of said 
fees. Said standing register shall receive all said fees, and 
shall account for and pay over the same to the treasurer of 
the Commonwealth quarter yearly, on the first Monday of 
January, April, July and October, in each year. 

Sect. 25. If any debtor hereafter being insolvent, or in certain pajrmentg 
contemplation of insolvency, shall, within six months before ^^ 
the filing of the petition by or against him, make any pay- 
ment with a view, directly or indirectly, to give a preference 
to any preexisting creditor, or to any person having any 
preexisting claim or demand against such debtor, or to any 
person who is or may be liable as endorser, guarantor or 
surety for such debtor, such payment shall, as to the other 
creditors, be void, and the assignees may recover from the 
person so preferred, the money so paid, with interest : pro- ProTii.. 
videdy such person, when accepting such preference, had 
reasonable cause to believe such debtor insolvent. And any 
such pajrment shall be sufiicient cause for proceeding against 
the debtor in the manner, and for the purposes mentioned 
in the act of one thousand eight hundred and forty-four, 
chapter one himdred and seventy-eight, section nine : pro- 
videdj that such debtor had, at the time of giving such 
preference, reasonable cause to believe himself insolvent. 
The provisions of this section shall not apply to any payment 
not exceeding twenty-five dollars in amount, upon any debt 
contracted for necessaries furnished to the debtor or his 
family. 

Sect. 26. If any debtor, hereafter being insolvent, or in certain mort- 
contemplation of insolvency, shall, within six months before *^'*"' **^'' ^^^' 
the filing of the petition by or against him, make or give 
any mortgage, pledge, assignment, transfer or conveyance of 
any money or other property belonging to him, to secure 
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any person who is or may be liable as endorser, guarantor, 
surety, or otherwise liable for such debtor, with a view to give 
a preference, directly or indirectly, to any other endorser, 
guarantor or surety, or any preexisting creditor, whether by 
passing, assigning, transferring or delivering to or for him, 
the note, bill of exchange, obligation or contract upon which 
such person shall be so liable for such debtor, or by enabling 
him to avail himself in any other manner, directly or indi- 
rectly, of the benefit of such liability, such mortgage, pledge, 
assignment, transfer or conveyance, shall be void as to the 
other creditors of such debtor, and the assignees may recover 
the full value of the property so mortgaged, pledged, trans- 
ferred, assigned or conveyed, or the property itself, from the 
person to whom such mortgage, pledge, assignment, transfer 
or conveyance shall be made: provided^ he shall, when 
receiving such mortgage, pledge, assignment, transfer or 
conveyance, have reasonable cause to believe such debtor 
was then insolvent, and intended to prefer ; or the value of 
such property from the person so preferred : provided^ that 
when accepting such preference he had reasonable cause to 
believe such debtor insolvent. 

Sect. 27. If any person hereafter being insolvent, or in 
contemplation of insolvency, shall, within six months before 
the filing of the petition by or against him, make any sale, 
assignment, transfer or conveyance, either absolute or con- 
ditional, of any of his property, to any person who then has 
reasonable cause to believe such debtor insolvent, or in con- 
templation of insolvency, and that such sale, assignment, 
transfer or conveyance is made with a view to prevent the 
property so sold, assigned, transferred or conveyed, from 
coming to the assignees, or to prevent the same being dis- 
tributed according to the insolvent laws, or to defeat the 
object of, or in any way impair, hinder, impede or delay the 
operation or efifect of, or to evade any of said laws, such sale, 
assignment, transfer or conveyance, shall be void, and the 
assignees may recover the property so sold, assigned, trans- 
ferred or conveyed, or the value thereof, as assets of said 
insolvency. And the fact of such sale, assignment, transfer 
or conveyance not being made in the usual or ordinary 
course of business of the debtor, shall be prima facie evi- 
dence of such cause of belief. 

Sect. 28. No draft, bill of exchange, promissory note, 
claim, demand, or cause of action, which shall hereafter, 
within six months before the filing of the petition by or 
against any insolvent debtor, be assigned, transferred, con- 
veyed or delivered to any person who is or may b^ ind^bt^, 
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or in any way liable to such insolvent debtor, shall be 
ofiset, or pleadable in defence, or in bar to any suit by the 
assignees to recover such debt or liability, but such assignees 
may recover the same, notwithstanding such draft, bill of 
exchange, promissory note, claim, demand or cause of 
action : provided^ the person to whom the same shall be ProYiao. 
assigned, transferred, conveyed or delivered, as aforesaid, 
shall, at the time of such assignment, transfer, conveyance 
or delivery, have reasonable cause to believe such debtor 
insolvent. 

Sect. 29. In order to maintain proceedings against any ^^^j^^iT^ 
debtor in manner and for tlie purposes set forth in the stat- ceediogs, hS^ 
ute of one thousand eight hundred and forty-four, chapter 
one hundred and seventy-eight, section nine, for making any 
fraudulent payment, conveyance or transfer of his property, 
or any part thereof, it shall not be necessary to prove fraud 
on the part of the person receiving such payment, transfer or 
conveyance, or that he had reasonable cause to believe the 
debtor insolvent. 

Sect. 80. If hereafter any insolvent debtor, after notice Debtor to be 
of the filing of the petition by or against him, shall secrete oflSJdeSesS^ 
or conceal any property belonging to his estate, or any^*^ *'*'***° 
books, deeds, docimients or writings relating thereto, or 
shall remove, or cause to be removed, the same, or any part 
thereof, out of the Commonwealth, or otherwise dispose of 
the same, or any part thereof, with a view to prevent the 
same, or any part thereof, from coming to the hands or pos- 
session of the messenger or assignees, or to hinder, impede 
or delay the messenger or assignees in the recovering or 
receiving the same ; or shall make any payment, gift, sale, 
assignment or conveyance of any property belonging to his 
estate ; or shall spend the same, or any part thereof, in gam- 
ing, or otherwise spend the same, except such parts thereof 
as may reasonably be expended for the support of himself 
and his family, not exceeding the amoimt allowable by law, 
he shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and being con- 
victed thereof, shall be punished by imprisonment in the 
state prison for a term not exceeding five years, or in the 
county jail for a term not exceeding two years. 

Sect. 31. No discharge of any debtor imder the insolvent Diachwgo forfeit- 
laws, shall be granted or valid, if such debtor hereafter shall ^^n^'I^Sd 
have destroyed, altered, mutilated or falsified any of Ms ®^ <''^*<*"* 
books, documents, papers, writings or securities, or made, 
or been privy to the making, of any false or fraudulent entry 
in any book of accoimt, or other document, with intent to 
defraud his creditors, or shall have removed himself, or 
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remored, or caused to be removed, his property, or anjpart 
thereof, from the Commonwealth, with intent to defraud his 
creditor, or shall make any fraudulent payment, gift, trans- 
fer, conveyance or assignment of his property, or any part 
thereof, or shall spend the same, or any part thereof, in 
gaming ; or, being a merchant or tradesman, shall not, after 
the passage of this act, have kept proper books of account ; 
or if any person having proved a false debt against the debt- 
or's estate, said debtor being privy thereto, or afterwards 
knowing the same, shall not have disclosed the same to his 
assignees within one month after such knowledge ; or unless 
the debtor shall satisfy the court that he had reasonable 
cause to believe himself solvent within six montlis next pre- 
ceding the filing the petition by or against him. 
ci«imi,incertMn Sect. 82. No pcrsou who shall have hereafter accepted 
any preference, having reasonable cause to believe that tlie 
same was made or given by the debtor contrary to any of 
the provisions of the insolvent laws, shall be allowed to prove 
the debt or claim on account of which such preference was 
made or given, nor to receive any dividend therefor out of 
the debtor's estate. 

Sect. 33. Whenever any claim shall be presented for 
proof, before the election of the assignees, and the judge or 
commissioner shall entertain doubts of. the validity of sucli 
claim, or of the right of the creditor to prove the same, and 
shall be of opinion that the validity thereof, or right of tlie 
creditor, ought to be investigated by the assignees, he shall 
have power to postpone the proof of such claim till after the 
election of the assignees. 
Certain creditors Sect. 34. No pcrsou who shoJl havc had or received any 
rign^«!c""" preference, contrary to the provisions of the insolvent laws, 
shall be eligible as assignee, or shall be allowed to vote upon 
the choice of assignees of the estate of any insolvent debtor : 
provided^ however ^ that no title to any property, real or per- 
sonal, which shall have been sold, transferred or conveyed by 
any assignee, shall be affected or impaired by reason of the 
ineligibility of such assignee. 

Sect. 35. There shall be added to the creditor's oath, 
now required to bo taken in proof of his claim against the 
estate of the insolvent debtor, in substance, the following, to 
wit : — " And I do further swear that I have not, directly or 
indirectly, made or entered into any bargain, arrangement 
or agreement, express or implied, to sell, transfer or dispose 
of my claim, or any part of my claim, against said debtor, 
nor have, directly or indirectly, received or taken, or made 
or entered into any bargain, arrangement or agreement, 
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express or implied, to take or receive, directly or indirectly, 
any money, property, or consideration whatsoever, to myself, 
or to any person or persons to my use or benefit, under or 
with any understanding or agreement, express or implied, 
whereby my vote for assignees, or my assent to the debtor's 
discharge is, or shall be, in any way affected, influenced or 
controlled, or whereby the proceedings in this case are, or 
shall be affected, influenced or controlled." No debt shall 
be proved or allowed against any insolvent estate, unless all 
the facts set forth in the creditor's oath shall be true. 

Sect. 36. Whenever complaint shall be made on oatli, JJ^^JJJigJf* 
by the messenger or assignees, to any judge of insolvency, &c. 
statmg that there is reason to suspect and believe, and that 
the complainant does suspect and believe, that any personal 
property, or any books, deeds, documents, securities, papers 
or writings, belonging to the estate of any insolvent debtor, 
are secreted or concealed in any particular house, premises 
or other place, such judge is hereby authorized and directed, 
if he shall be satisfied that there is reasonable cause for such 
belief, to grant a warrant to the messenger or assignees to 
search for such property, books, deeds, docimients, securi- 
ties, papers or writings, and it shall be lawful for such mes- 
senger or assignees to execute said warrant in like manner ; 
and such messenger or assignees shall be entitled to the 
same protection, as is allowed by law in the execution of a 
search warrant for property reputed to be stolen and con- 
cealed. 

Sect. 37. No warrant against any copartnership shall be wammt agaiMt 
issued upon the petition of less than all the copartners, *^p^°^» ^^ 
unless reasonable notice shall first be given by the court, to 
the other partner or partners, if witliin the Conunon wealth, 
of the pendency of such petition, so that he or they may 
show cause, if any, why the prayer of the petition should 
not be granted. 

Sect. 38. In all matters in insolvency that are contested, Awwd of corts. 
either before a court of insolvency or in the supreme judicial 
court, said respective courts may, in their discretion, award 
costs to either party, to be paid by the other, or to either or 
both parties, to be paid out of the estate which is the sub- 
ject in controversy, as justice and equity may require. 

Sect. 39. When c6sts are awarded to one party, to be Execution ibr 
paid by the ojther, the said courts respectively, may issue ^^' 
execution therefor, in like manner as practised in courts of 
common law. 

Sect. 40. This act shall not affect any case in insolvency Not to toect 
now conmienced, or that shall hereafter be conunenced '*°^°*^**'**''™' 

28 
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before this act shall take effect ; and the jndge of probate, 
master in chancery, or commissioner before whom any such 
cases may be pending at the time this act shall take effect, 
shall have the same jurisdiction, power and authority in 
respect to them, as they now have. 
M>«j{^oj^wuiii Sect. 41. So much of the several acts to which this is 
**** "'" in addition, as gives jurisdiction to judges of probate, mas- 
ters in chancery, and commissioners of insolvency, and all 
other provisions in said several acts inconsistent with the 
provisions of this act, are hereby repealed. 
^vh«i»touk« Sect. 42. This act shall take effect thirty days from the 
* *^* time of its passage, except as to that part providing for the 

appointing, commissioning and qualifjring the judges of said 
courts, which part shall take effect on the passage hereof. 
[Apprai'ed by the Governor^ June 6, 1856.] 

Chap, 285 -^ ^^ to protect the Fishery in the Town of Edgartown. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives^ in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Seine flthing pro. Sect. 1. No pcTsou shall sct, draw or stretch, any seine 
AjJlTto^ber. OT uct of any kind, within one mile from the shore of any 
of the ponds, creeks, bays, harbors or inlets of the sea within 
the limits of the town of Edgartown, excepting in a pond 
known by the name of the Oyster .Pond, from the first day 
of April to the first day of October, inclusive, in each year ; 
nor shall any person, not an inhabitant of said town, at any 
time, set, drag or stretch any seine or net in any of the 
ponds, creeks or outlets thereof. The seining of menhaden 
and mackerel is exempted from this act. 
Penalty »nd aeta- Sect. 2. Any pcrsou violating any provisiou of this act, 
"~' shall be liable to a fine not exceeding three hundred dollars 

for each offence ; or any boat, vessel or fishing apparatus, 
used by persons in violating the provisions of this act, may be 
seized and detained, not exceeding the time of forty-eight 
hours, by any person appointed for the purpose by the town 
of Edgartown, for the purpose of duly prosecuting the per- 
son offending this law. 
fchTSi^Sr* Sect. 3. The town of Edgartown is hereby authorized 
to choose, at the annual town meeting, or at any meeting 
duly warned for that purpose, such number of fish wardens 
as may at the time be thought necessary, who shall be sworn 
Their duty. to the faithful discharge of their duty, whose duty it shall 
be to prosecute for offences against the provisions of this 
act ; one-half of all fines imposed and collected shall inure 
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to the fish wardens, and the other half to the Common- 
wealth. 

Sect. 4. All fines or penalties for violating any provision fim*, how recoT- 
of this act, with costs, may be sued for and recovered in ^"^ 
any court competent to try the same, on complaint of either 
of th€( fish wardens. 

Sect. 5. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. [Approved by the Governor^ June 6, 1856.] 

Ax Act in addition to an Act to establish the District of Marshpee. Chdp* 286 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor- 
lives J in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the samCy as follows : 

Sect. 1. No person, not a proprietor of the district of vot«r» inMarsh- 
Marshpee in his own right, shall be qualified to vote in the ^^' 
elections and other affairs thereof, in right of his vnfe being 
a proprietor, except as hereinafter provided. 

Sect. 2. Any person not a proprietor, in his own right, Non-pr^rietow, 
and being the husband of a female proprietor, may, at any 
time not less than thirty days previous to the annual elec- 
tion, make application to the selectmen of the district to be 
admitted to the franchise ; the selectmen shall, thereupon, 
insert his name in the warrant calling such meeting, and 
his application shall then be voted and decided upon by the 
proprietors ; and if he shall be admitted by the votes of said 
proprietors, he shall have and enjoy all the rights of pro- 
prietorship : provided, that the said applicant shall have 
resided in the district for at least five years before he shall 
^be so admitted. 

Sect. 3. Whenever a vacancy shall occur in the office of vacancy of twM- 
treasurer of the district of Marshpee, the proprietors ^f '>^'*>^'^*"*' 
said district, entitled to vote, shall, in a district meeting 
called for that purpose, and notified not less than one fort- 
night beforehand, elect and recommend a suitable person to 
be appointed treasurer by the governor and council, under 
the one hundred and eighty-sixth chapter of the acts of 
eighteen himdred and ^ty-three, entitled "An Act to 
abolish the oflfice of Commissioner of Marshpee," and a 
copy of the record of the vote, making such election and 
recommendation, shall be submitted to the governor and 
council ; and the person so elected and recommended, sliall 
be appointed as treasurer of said district, unless, in the 
judgment of the governor and council, such appointment 
shjJl be unsuitable, in which case the office shall be filled i^ 
the manner now provided by law. 
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Act not to apply, Sect. 4. The first and sccond sections of this act shall 
not be construed to apply to any inhabitants of said district 
who may have been entitled to vote at the last annual dis- 

whttitotaiM trict election; neither shall this act take effect, unless it 
shall be adopted by a majority of votes, at a district meeting 
called for that purpose, and notified at least sixty days 
beforehand, or at the next annual district meeting — a ma- 
joriety of the proprietors, entitled to vote, being present at 
such meeting. [Approved by the Governor^ June 6, 1856.] 

Chop* 287 An Act to incorporate the Bowdoin Mutual Fire Insurance C<»npany. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representee 
tiveSy in General Court a^sembledy and by the authority of 
the same J as follows : 

corpontora 8ect. 1. JoBcph L. Drcw, Isaoc T. Campbell, Christo- 

pher C. Barney, their associates and successors, are hereby 

Num. made a corporation by the name of the Bowdoin MutujJ 

Fire Insurance Company, to be located in the city of Boston, 

b™«*[«>. and estabhshed for twenty-eight years, for the purpose of 
making insurance upon any buildings, stocks, tools, ma- 
chinery, merchandise, or any property whatever, against 

JtoriSoM'fcT ^^^® ^^ damage by fire ; with all the powers and privileges, 
* ** and subject to all the duties, liabilities and restrictions, set 
forth in the thirty-seventh and forty-fourth chapters of the 
Revised Statutes, and all other laws of this Commonwealth, 
made, or to be made, relating to mutual insurance compa- 
nies. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take effect from and after its 

passage. [Approved by the Governor^ June 6, 1856.] 

[ • 

Chap, 288 An Act authorizing the Towns of Truro and Prorincetown to construct a 

Bridge oyer East Harbor. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives^ in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

SJd^^iSiSS^ Sect. 1. The selectmen of the towns of Truro and 
town. Provincetown are hereby authorized and empowered to con- 

struct or rebuild a bridge over East Harbor, so called, in 
the towns of Truro and Provincetown aforesaid, within two 
years from the passage of this act ; and said towns, or either 
of them, shall not be liable to indictment, if said bridge is 
completed within that time. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. [Approved by the Governor, June 6, 1866.] 
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Aw Act for the preservation of Fish in the Merrimac River, Chap. 289 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
lives ^ in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same J as follows : 

Sect. 1. The Essex Company shall, before the first day Fishway to be 
of February which will be in the year one thousand eight °^"'**°®^' 
hundred and fifty-seven, make, and forever thereafter main- 
tain in or around their dam in Lawrence, a suitable and 
sufficient fishway for the usual and unobstructed passage of 
fish during the months of April, May, June, September and 
October, in every year, under a penalty of not less than one Penalty fcr ncs- 
hundred dollai*s nor more than five hundred dollars, for^^*' 
every day said company shall neglect to make and maintain 
such fishway after said first day of February, to be recov- 
ered by indictment in either county of Essex or Middlesex, 
ono-haif to the use of the complainant and one-half to the 
use of the Commonwealth. 

Sect. 2. No person shall take any fish with a spear, net, n<«triction« on 
hook or, seine, during either of the months aforesaid, in any *^*^*"'" 
year, within eighty rods of said dam or the entrance of said 
fishway. 

Sect. 3. Every person offending against the provisions Pc«»^ty for vio- 
of the preceding section shall be punished by fine not ex- ^ °^' 
ceeding one hundred dollars for each offence, one-half of 
which shall inure to the use of the complainant and the 
other half to the use of the Commonwealth. 

Sect. 4. All acts or parts of acts, inconsistent herewith, 
are hereby repealed. [Approved by the Governor^ June G, 
1856.] 

An Act concerning the Camhridge Water "Works. Chap. 290 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Reprcsenta- 
tiveSj in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. The Cambridge Water Works are hereby au- May draw water 
thorized, for the purpose of furnishmg the inhabitants Qf'^™*'^*»Po*><* 
Cambridge with a supply of soft water, to raise the waters 
of Fresh Pond by steam-power into a recei\dng reservoir, 
and conducting the same by pipes from thence through the 
city of Cambridge : provided, however, that they shall not, Prori.© 
at any time, draw the waters of said pond, or of Spy and 
Little Ponds, below low-water mark of said ponds. 

Sect. 2. Said Cambridge Water Works may construct a ^^^^^^"^^ 
dam at the outlet of Fresh Pond, at some convenient place 
near ttie ConQord AveauQ, ftud also a dam Qn the outlets pf 
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Spy and Little Ponds, at some convenient place on tiie same, 
near the place where said streams pass under the Lexington 
ProTiso. Branch Railroad : provided^ however^ that they shall not, at 

any time, raise the waters of Fresh, Spy or Little Ponds, by 
means of said dams, so that they shall rise above high-water 
mark of said ponds, 
commifrioror^to Sect. 3. A commissioncr shall be nominated by the gov- 
on*»]Spu<»tion,^' cmor and council, on application of said Cambridge Water 
^^' Works, or of any party in interest, who shall, at the cost and 

expense of said water works, after notice to all parties in 
interest, ascertain the points between which the waters of 
said ponds and said brooks rise and faU, and shall erect per- 
manent monuments showing the same, and shall make a 
full report of all his doings to the governor and council. 
May uy pipes, Sect. 4. Thc Said Cambridge Water Works may lay 
^imdaquwiucte, pjp^g^ build and maintain aqueducts and reservoirs, for con- 
ducting, holding and distributing water, may erect and main- 
tain engine-houses, and may construct and maintain any 
other works necessary for the carrying on the purposes for 
which they are chartered. 
May take, hold Sect. 6. For thc purposcs aforesaid, the Cambridge 
M conrey n , -^^^j, ^YQ^^g may take, hold and convey, land, water and 
ProTtoo. water-rights : provided^ however^ that before entering upon 

the lands and water-rights, or taking any water of any per- 
son or corporation, they shall file their petition before the 
supreme judicial court for the county of Sufifolk, praying 
for the appointment of three commissioners, to assess the 
damages, if any, caused by taking land, water or water- 
^mm^rioncnto rights ; and such commissioners shall have full power, after 
*"*** ^" due notice to each party, to assess the damages, if any, 
which shall be paid by said Cambridge Water Works, and 
their determination, or that of the major part of them, being 
returned into and accepted by said court, shall be final and 
binding upon both parties, and judgment shall be rendered 
thereon, unless one of the said parties shall claim a trial by 
jury, as is hereinafter provided. 
Su^tSE*5°jX ^ECT. 6. In case either party shall claim a jury trial, as 
ry "* ^ " provided in the last section, such party may, at the term at 
which such award is accepted, or the next term thereafter, 
claim, in writing, a trial at the bar of said court, and have 
a jury to hear and determine all questions of fact relating 
to such damages, and to assess the amount thereof; and in 
case a greater sum is not awarded than that allowed by said 
costt. commissioners, such party shall pay the costs in the petition, 

VCTdkt to be and the verdict of such jury being accepted and recorded 
by said court, shall be fiinal and conclusive, and Judgment 
ghall be rendered thereon. 
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Sect. 7. Whenever judgment shall have been rendered Jadgment to b« 
for any damages assessed, as before provided, the said Cam- Jiterfng upS^ 
bridge Water Works shall thereupon pay to the clerk of the ^"**'' ^"^ 
court the amount of said judgment, with interest thereon, 
together with the costs of court taxed by the clerk, which 
sum shall be in full satisfaction of said judgment ; and imtil 
it is satisfied, as aforesaid, said Cambridge Water Works 
shall have no right to enter upon said land, water or water- 
rights. 

Sect. 8. Tlie said Cambridge Water Works shall keep J^*»^y ^ ^ 
open a good and sufficient way, for the passage of the fish *p***p®° 
that usually go up into Fresh, Spy and Little Ponds, in their 
usual and proper season in the year, between the first day 
of March and last day of June, inclusive : provided ^ such Proviso 
fishway need not be kept open in the spring of the year, 
before the persons having a right of fishing in said streams, 
or some one of them, shall have notified the water works to 
open them. And said water works, if they do not comply Penalty. 
with the provisions of this section, shall forfeit and pay the 
sum of five hundred dollars for each and every day during 
which they shall wilfully neglect to comply therewith, to be 
recovered in an action of tort, to the use of any person or 
persons who shall sufier tlierefrom, who shall sue for the 
same in any court of competent jurisdiction. 

Sect. 9. The occupant of any tenement shall be liable Luwuty for wa- 
fer the payment of the price or rent for the use of the water **'"*"* 
in such tenement, and the owner thereof shall be also liable 
if, on being notified of such use, he does not object thereto ; 
and if any person or persons shall use any of said water 
raised as aforesaid, in the city of Cambridge, without the 
consent of said water works, an action of tort may be main- 
tained against him for the recovery of damages therefor. 

Sect. 10. If any person or persons shall, wantonly or Penalty for di- 
maUciously, divert the water or any part thereof, of any of Z?*'^ ^'^'^ 
the ponds, streams or water sources, which shall be used by 
the Cambridge Water Works, pursuant to the provisions of 
this act, or shall corrupt the same, or render it impure, or 
destroy or injure any dam, reservoir, pipe, hydrant, building, 
machinery, or other property held, owned, or used by said 
Cambridge Water Works, by the authority and for the pur- 
poses for which they are chartered, every such person or 
persons shall forfeit and pay to said water works, three times 
the amount of the damages that shall be assessed therefor, 
to be recovered by any proper action, — and every such per- 
son or persons may, moreover, on indictment and conviction 
of either of the wanton and malicious acts aforesaid, be 
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punished by fine not exceeding five hundred dollars, and 
imprisonment not exceeding three months : provided^ tliat 
nothing in this section contained, shall be construed to pre- 
vent the abutters on said pond, from entering upon said pond 
during the winter season, for the purpose of cutting ice, 
with men and horses, and the proper implements for pre- 
paring and cutting the said ice, and securing the same in 
the manner heretofore practised. 

Sect. 11. Nothing in this act contained shall be con- 
strued to affect, in any manner, the rights of any party or 
parties to any suit or proceeding in law or equity, now 
pending. 

Sect. 12. This act shall not take effect unless the legal 
voters of the city of Cambridge, at a meeting notified for 
that purpose, at least thirty days before the day appointed 
for such meeting, shall, by a majority of the votes cast at 
such meeting, agree to accept the same. [Approved by the 
Governor^ June 6, 1856.] 



Chap, 291 ^^ ^^ ^^ authorixe the Commissioners of the County of Bristol 
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of RepresetUa- 
tives, in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. Tlie county commissioners for the county of 
Bristol are hereby authorized and empowered to borrow, on 
the credit of said county, in addition to the amount of debt 
they are now authorized to contract, a sum not exceeding 
sixty thousand dollars, the same to be expended by the said 
commissioners, or their successors in office, either in repair- 
ing and enlarging the present house of correction, or in 
erecting a new one, as they in their judgment shall deem 
best. 

Sect. 2. Chapter two hundred and nineteen of the stat- 
utes of the year eighteen hundred and fifty-five, is hereby 
repealed. 

Sect. 3. This act shall not take affect until after the 
next election of a county commissioner for said county. 
[Approved by the Governor, June 6, 1856.] 
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An Act oonoenking the Indeziiig of Deeds. Chup. 292 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives^ in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same J as follows : 

Sect. 1. Whenever any deeds or other conveyances by Deeds of •xbcu- 
executors, administrators, guardians, or persons acting S'Si indiwi!'' 
under or by authority of an order of any court of competent 
jurisdiction, or of a resolve of the general court, shall be left 
for record at any of the registries of deeds in this Common- 
wealth, it shall be the duty of the register to enter in tlie 
entry books and indexes of the grantors, the names of the 
testators, intestates, wards and persons whose estates are 
conveyed, when the same shall appear by such deeds, and 
also, the names of such executors, administrators, and guar- 
dians. And whenever any decree for the partition of land or 
commis^oner's return thereon, shall be so left for record, it 
shall be the duty of the register to enter the names of all the 
persons whose estates shall plainly appear to be affected 
thereby, in the entry books, and in the indexes of the grant- 
ors and of the grantees. 

Sect. 2. The county commissioners in each county shall SS^^S"*"^!^ 
hereafter procure, at the charge of their respective counties, cureindexeean- 
a copy, to be made by some competent person or persons, °"*"^' ^•^f^ 
within the first six months of each and every year, of the 
indexes in the registries of deeds in their respective counties, 
for the preceding year, in which the grantors and grantees 
shall respectively be assorted into distinct lists by their 
respective surnames, arranged in such lists in the order in 
which the deeds and other conveyances to which they refer 
are left for record, and such lists placed in alphabetical 
order. Such copies shall, in other respects, be in the form 
now required by law for the indexes to the records. And 
the county commissioners hi each county, shall so procure 
such copies of the indexes in their respective counties for 
the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five, to be 
made and completed by the first day of January next. 

Sect. 3. The county commissioners of each county, and J^^^cotSIIowm* 
the mayor and aldermen of the city of Boston, shall have i^ting, to be p». 
power, whenever they shall deem it expedient, to cause '^ 
copies of the indexes, or new indexes, to the recorci^ now 
existing in the registries of deeds in their respective coun- 
ties, or of any part thereof, to be made by some competent 
person or persons, at the charge of their respective counties, 
upon the plan hereinbefore provided, or upon such plan, 
and in such manner, as will, in their judgment, best facili- 
tate references to the records. 
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May te printed. Sect. 4. The county commissioners in each county, and 
the mayor and aldermen of the city of Boston, shall hare 
power, if they shall deem it expedient, to cause such copies 
of the indexes, or new indexes herein before provided and 
authorized to be made, to be printed at the charge of their 
respective counties, for sale at a price which shall not be 
less than the cost of printing, and paper and binding. 

Sect. 5. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. ^Approved by the Chvemovy June 6, 1856.] 

Chap. 293 -Ajt Act conoeming the Harbor of Boston, Mystic Birer and Dorchester 

Bay. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Souse of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

H?f!l?,.!^ Sect. 1. The lines hereinafter described shall.be, and 
the same hereby are, established as lines, beyond which no 
wharf or pier shall ever hereafter be extended into and over 
the tide-waters of the Commonwealth. 

ubm la South Sect. 2. The lines in South Bay be^ at a point denoted 
by letter A, on plan number two, of the harbor commission- 
ers of eighteen hundred and fifty-four, and is in the mouth 
of Roxbury Canal, distant one hundred and thirty feet 
south-eastwardly from the twelfth line of the commissioners 
of eighteen hundred and forty-seven, measuring in the direc- 
tion of a line drawn from a point in the said twelfth line, 
distant one hundred and twenty feet north-eastwardly firom 
the south-westerly termination thereof, (the said termina- 
tion being understood to be a point distant one tiiousand 
feet from the south-easterly line of Harrison Avenue, meas- 
uring at right angles with the said south-easterly line from a 
point therein lying in the direction of the south-westerly 
line of the South Burying Ground extended, south-east- 
wardly,) to a point on the south-easterly rail of the Boston 
and New York Central Railroad Bridge, distant twenty-six 
hundred and twenty-eight feet south-westwardly from the 
south-westerly rail of the Old Colony Railroad Bridge, near 
Dorchester Avenue, measuring on the said south-easterly 
rail; thence running south-eastwardly thirteen hundred 
feet,»in the same direction as the line of one hundred and 
thirty feet above described, to the point B, said point being 
at or near the northerly end of F. A. Heath and Compcmy's 
sea-wall ; thence south-eastwardly straight to the point C, 
on the most north-easterly corner of said Heath and Com- 
pany's wharf; thence along the present line of said wharf 
to the point D, on the most south-easterly comer of the same ; 
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thence in the direction of a line drawn from the last men- 
tioned corner to a point on the south-easterly rail of the said 
Boston and New York Central Railroad Bridge, which point 
is distant forty-nine hundred and eighty-seven feet south- 
westwardly from the south-westerly rail of the Old Colony 
Railroad Bridge, above mentioned, measuring on the said 
south-westerly rail, to the point B, which is situated at the in- 
tersection of this line with aline crossing the aforesaid Boston 
and New York Central Railroad Bridge, and passing through 
a point on the south-easterly rail of the same, distant forty- 
six hundred and seventy-two feet south-westwardly . from 
the south-westerly rail of the Old Colony Railroad Bridge, 
above mentioned, measuring on the said south-easterly rail 
and making an angle of seventy-eight degrees and forty-five 
minutes, (taken from a north-easterly to an easterly direc- 
tion,) with the said Boston and New York Central Railroad 
Bridge ; thence eastwardly in the direction of the line last 
described, eleven hundred and seventy feet, to the point F ; 
thence northwardly to the point G, it being the southerly 
termination of the tenth line of the commissioners of eight- 
een hundred and forty-seven : provided^ that nothing con- Provi*©. 
tained in this act shall affect or take away the legal rights 
of any person, imless a reasonable compensation shall have 
been previously made or provided therefor. 

Sect. 3. The lines in Mystic River begin at a point ^n«i in mjbUo 
denoted by letter A, on plan munber three, of the harboik *^*'* 
commissioners of eighteen hundred and fifty-four, and is on 
the nortli-westerly side of Chelsea Bridge, distant four hun- 
dred and sixty feet north-eastwardly from the north-easterly 
draw in said bridge ; thence the line runs in a south-easterly 
direction, making an angle of eighty-seven degrees and • 
thirty minutes, (taken from a south-westerly to a south- 
easterly direction,) with said bridge, to the point B, situated 
at the intersection of this line with tiie commissioners' line 
of eighteen hundred and forty-nine. Beginning again at 
the point A, first mentioned, the line rxms in a westerly 
direction two thousand and twenty feet to the point C, mak- 
ing an angle of sixty-two degrees and fifteen minutes, (taken 
from a south-westerly to a westerly direction,) with said 
bridge ; thence north-westwardly four himdred and thirty 
feet, to the point D, near the easterly side of the mouth of 
Island End River, making an angle of one hundred and 
forty-five degrees and thirty minutes, (taken from an easterly 
to a north-westerly direction,) with the line last described. 
Then beginning at the point B, on the south-easterly side of 
Mftlden Bridge, distant six hundred and fifty feet north-east< 
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wardly from the draw in said bridge, the line runs in an 
easterly direction twenty-five hundred feet, to the point F, 
making an angle of eighty-one degrees and thirty minutes, 
(taken from a north-easterly to a south-easteriy direction,) 
with said bridge ; thence eastwardly sixteen hundred and 
fifty feet, to the point G, near the westerly side of the mouth 
of Island End River, making an angle of one hundred and 
fifty-six degrees and thirty minutes, (taken from a north- 
westerly to an easterly direction,) with the line last described. 
The line on the south-westerly side of the channel begins 
at the point H, on the most easterly comer of the wall of 
Tuft's Mill Pond, said point being the beginning of the line 
of solid structure, as described in chapter one hundred and 
five of the acts of eighteen hundred and fifty-two, author- 
izing the city of Charlestown and others, to fill up certsun 
flats in Mystic River ; thence the line rims north-westwardly 
along the north-easterly side of the said wall of Tuft's Mill 
Pond to the point I, on the south-easterly side of Maiden 
Bridge, said point being at the intersection of said wall-and 
bridge : providing', that the proprietors bounding on said 
line from H to I, may extend piers from said line to tlie 
channel. 
un« ttom 8<mth Sect. 4. The liuc from South Boston Point, tiirough 
BoBtonPoint,&c. p^pgh^g^p gj^y ^LuA Ncponsct Rivcr, commences at the ter- 
mination of the line of the commissioners of eighteen hun- 
dred and fifty-one, denoted by letter A on plan number four, 
of the harbor commissioners of eighteen hundred and fifty- 
four, and is situated in the northerly line of Fotirth Street 
extended eastwardly, and fourteen hundred feet from the 
easterly line of P Street ; thence the line runs in a south- 
• erly direction, parallel with P Street, seven hundred feet to 
the point B, thence south-westwardly, to the point C, in the 
westerly line of P Street, extended southwardly, and five 
hundred and thirty feet from the southerly line of Sixth 
Street ; thence south-westwardly again to the point D, in 
the easterly line of M Street extended southwardly, and thir- 
teen hundred feet from the southerly line of Eighth Street ; 
thence westwardly, parallel with Eighth Street, to the point 
E, in the easterly line of Old Harbor Street extended south- 
wardly ; thence southwardly fourteen hundred feet to the 
point P, in the easterly line of Old Harbor Street extended 
southwardly ; thence eastwardly, making an angle of one 
hundred and Ibur degrees, (taken from a northerly to an 
easterly direction,) with the line last described, to the point 
G, in the easterly line of M Street extended southwardly ; 
tbenoe thirty-two hundred feet, to the point H, in the ociet- 
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erly line of M Street extended southwardly ; thence south- 
westwardly, thirty-eight liundred and fifty feet, making 
• an angle of one hundred and twenty-four degrees, (taken 
from a northerly to a south-westerly direction,) with the 
line last described, to the point I ; thence westwardly to the 
point J, on the easterly side of the Old Colony Railroad 
Bridge, near Glover's Tide-Mill Pond, distant four hundred 
and thirty feet northwardly from the draw in said bridge ; 
then southwardly, along the easterly side of said bridge six 
hundred feet, to the point K ; thence south-eastwardly, to 
the point L, distant two himdred feet from the north-easterly 
comer of Ranstead Dearborn and Company's wharf, (as at 
present built,) measuring at right angles with the north- 
easterly end of said wharf; thence southwardly to the point 
M, distant thirteen hundred and fifty feet from the north- 
easterly rail of the Old Colony Railroad, measuring at right 
angles therewith, from a point distant four thousand feet 
north-westwardly from the draw in their bridge over Nepon- 
set River ; thence south-eastwardly, to the point X, distant 
twelve hundred feet from said rail, measuring at right angles 
therewith, from a point distant thirty-three hundred feet 
north-westwardly from said draw ; thence south-eastwardly 
again, to the point 0, distant seventeen hundred and fifty 
feet from said rail, measuring at right angles therewith, 
from a point distant sixteen hundred feet north-westwardly 
from said draw ; thence southwardly, to the point P, distant 
twelve hundred feet from said rail, measuring at right angles 
therewithj'from a point distant three hundred feet north- 
westwardly from said draw ; tlience south-westwardly, to the 
point Q, on the south-easterly corner of James Jenkins' 
wharf, (as at present built) ; thence to the point R, on the 
south-easterly corner of William H. Chamberlain's wharf, 
(as at present built); thence along the south-easterly end 
of said Chamberlain's wharf, and of Edward Preston's 
wharf, (as at present built,) to the pohit S, on the easterly 
side of the Neponset Bridge. 

Sect. 6. The line from East Boston in the direction of UMfromBa»t 
Breed's Island, commences at the termination of the line of 
the commissioners of eighteen hundred and forty, denoted 
by letter A, on the plan number one of the harbor commis- 
sioners of eighteen hundred and fifty-four, and is in the 
south-westerly line of Sumner Street, extended south-east- 
wardly, and eight himdred feet from the south-easterly line 
of Jeffries Street ; thence the line runs easterly to a point in 
the north-easterly line of Everett Street, continued south- 
easterly, and distant sixteen hundred and ten feet from the 
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south-easterly line of Jeflfries Street ; thence the line runs 
northerly to a point in the line of the north-easterly side of 
Neptune Street, continued south-eastwardly, and distant 
fifteen hundred feet from the south-easterly line of Shirley 
Street ; thence the line runs straight north-eastwardly, to the 
point B, on the south-westerly shore of Breed's Island, dis- 
tant twelve hundred and fifty feet from the south-easterly line 
of Saratoga Street, extended north-eastwardly, measuring at 
right angles therewith, from a point distant thirteen hundred 
feet from the south-westerly line of Trumbull Street. 
No wharf, ftc^to Sect. 6. No wharf, pier or building, or incumbrance of 
^n?thSlto« any kind, shall ever hereafter be extended beyond the same 

lines into or over the tide-water in said harbor. 
Present wharves Sect. 7. No pcrsou shall culargc or extend any wharf or 
not to extend- pj^^^ which is uow crectcd on the inner side of the said lines 
further towards the said lines than such wharf or pier now 
stands, or than the same might have been lawfully enlarged 
or extended before the passing of this act, without leave 
first obtained in due form of law. 
Exoan^ons Sect. 8. No pcrsou shall hereafter build or extend any 

new stoic" wharf, pier or other structure, in any part of the harbor of 
»«», &c. Boston, beyond the riparian lines, unless such person shall 

excavate from the flats in said harbor adjacent, between high 
and low-water mark, a quantity of material equal in bulk to 
the quantity of water displaced by said structure, unless by 
authority of the legislature. 
SS'^Sfrau? Sect. 9. Every person offending against the provisions 
tyofiSi^mean-of this act, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and 
**'' *^* shall be liable to be prosecuted therefor, by indictment or 

information, in any court of competent jurisdiction, and, on 
conviction, shall be punished by a fine not less than one 
thousand dollars nor more than five thousand dollars, for 
every oflFence ; and any erection or obstruction which shall 
be made, contrary to the provisions and intent of this act, 
shall be liable to be removed and abated as a public nuis- 
ance, in the manner heretofore provided for the removal and 
abatement of nuisances on public highways. [^Approved by 
the Governor^ June 6, 1856.] 

Chap, 294 '^^ ^^ relatiiig to the Board of CommiBsioners on Alien PaaEengers and 
-* * State Paupers. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives^ in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Appointment of Sect. 1. The govcmor and council fshall, upon the pas- 
comjniwionwi. ^^^ ^f ^j^jg ^^^^ appoint a suitaWc person, fgr a term of 
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three years, who, with the auditor of accounts of the Com- 
monwealth, and the superintendent of alien passengers for 
the city of Boston, shall constitute a board of commission- 
ers on alien passengers and State paupers, and said com- 
missioners shall have all the powers and perform the duties 
of the " Board of Commissioners in relation to Alien Pas- 
sengers and State Paupers," appointed under the provisions 
of the three hundred and forty-second chapter of the acts 
of the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-one. 

Sect. 2. At the expiration of said term, and hereafter, vacande*, how 
whenever a vacancy shall occur, there shall be appointed, to 
fill the vacancy in said board, a person who shall hold the * 

ofiSce for a term of three years. 

Sect. 3. The said commissioners shall have the same commiarionert 
power to bind, as apprentices, minors who are inmates of^nSSJ,"*?' 
the hospital at Rainsford Island, and the same powers, re- 
spectively, in relation to any State paupers who are now or 
inay hereafter become inmates of tiie same, or of either of 
the lunatic asylums in this Commonwealth, and their prop- 
erty, if they have any, or any property left by them, in case 
of their decease, as are by law vested in towns, and in the 
overseers of the poor in towns, in reference to those paupers 
who are in any way supported or relieved by towns. 

Sect. 4. So much of the first section of the three hun- ^v^- 
dred and forty-second chapter of the acts of the year one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-one, as requires the gov- 
ernor and council to appoint a member of the council upon 
the " Board of Comimissioners in relation to Alien Passen- 
gers and State Paupers," is hereby repealed. ^Approved 
by the Governor^ June 6, 1856.] 

An Act to change the corporate Name of "The Trustees of the Brimiield >CAaj9. 295 
Tree Grammar School." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor- 
tivesj in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same J as follows : 

Sect. 1. The institution established by act of the legis-Nwn© changed, 
lature, of April sixth, one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-five, in the town of Brimfield, in the county of Hamp- 
den, under the corporate name of " The Trustees of the Free 
Grammar School in Brimfield,'* is hereby authorized to take 
the name of the "Hitchcock Free Grammar School,'' and J»»wi*j of w*-, 
all votes hereafter passed, and acts done by the tnistees, 
under the said title, shall be valid. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take efifect from and after its 
passage. [Approved by the Governor j June 6, 1856.] 
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Chap, 296 ^^ act to promote the Public Safetj and ConyenieiMre, bj a Bridge aft the 
intersection of the Boston and Lowell, the ^tchburg and the Orand JunctioB 
Railroads, in Someryille. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives^ in General Ckmrt assembled^ and by the authority cf 
the same J as follows : 

cbMDgB in eon- Sect. 1. The FitchbuFg Railroad Company, and the 
•trucuonof«ii. Q^and JuHctiou Railroad and Depot Company, are hereby 
authorized to lower so much of the surface of their railroads, 
as is hereinafter indicated, and the Boston and Lowell Rail- 
road Corporation are liereby authorized to raise the surfeoe 
of their railroad, so that the Fitchburg Railroad and the 
Grand Junction Railroad may pass under the said Boston 
and Lowell Railroad, in Somerville, at or near the point 
where said railroads now cross at grade. 
Bridge to be on Sect. 2. The bridge Tcquircd for that purpose shall be 
ftbatmente. supportcd Oil abutmcuts of good and substantial stone 
masonry ; those portions thereof below the present rail sur- 
face of the said railroads shall be built and maintained by 
the Fitchburg Railroad Company ; and those portions of 
said abutments above said rail surface, as well as the super- 
structure of said bridge, shall be built and maintained by 
DiDMnftonf of thc Bostou and Lowell Railroad Corporation. The said 
**'***'* superstinicture of said bridge, when completed, shall be, in 

its lowest part, full five feet four and one-half inches above 
the present level of the top of the rails at said crossing. It 
shall also be of such span that the two tracts of the Fitch- 
burg Railroad and the track of the Grand Junction Railroad 
and Depot Company may pass between the abutments, with 
a clear space of four feet between eacli outermost rail and 
the corresponding abutment. The tracks of the Fitcbburg 
Railroad shall retain their present direction, and a clear 
space of six feet shall be left between the two tracks of the 
said Fitchburg Railroad, and a clear space of eight feet six 
inches between the north track of said Fitchburg Railroad 
and the track of the Grand Junction Railroad, the last men- 
tioned track to be moved northward for that purpose, so 
that a line of iron pillars may be erected midway of the last 
mentioned space, to aid in the support of said bridge super- 
structure, which shall, in other respects, be supported only 
at the abutments. 
mSi teu'kS? Sect. 3. For the purposes aforesaid, the said Fitchburg 
E?!^' * Railroad Company and the Boston and Lowell Railroad Cor- 

poration are empowered to make any changes in the grade 
and construction of their railroads, also to raise, lower, or 
otherwise change any highways, townways or passage-ways 
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and connecting tracks, so far as may be necessary for the 
execution of the above mentioned works, with the consent of 
the county commissioners of the county of Middlesex. They 
are also authorized to take any land, or rights in land, for 
the widening of their embankments or cuttings, or for the 
construction of temporary side tracks, to prevent the inter- 
ruption of their business during the progress of said work ; 
they may also take land for drainage or other purposes 
necessary or incidental: provided^ that for all land and^«>^*«>- 
rights in land thus taken, they shall make compensation 
according to law, and shall also file a location, according to Locauon aumi. 
law, for sXi land thus taken for permanent occupation. And 
the Pitchburg Railroad Company is hereby authorized and 
required to remove so much of the embankment and road 
bed of the Grand Junction Railroad and Depot Company, as 
lies within the limits of the land taken by said last named 
company from the Pitchburg Railroad Company, or within 
the limits of the land taken from the Boston and Lowell 
Railroad Corporation, as will make the main track of the 
railroad of the Grand Junction Railroad and Depot Compa- 
ny correspond in level with those of the Pitchburg Railroad, 
within said limits ; such work, so far as the same shall fall ^^***,,^^ 
within the limits of the land occupied by the Pitchburg Si of'iSHnmto. 
JRailroad and Grand Junction Railroad, in juxtaposition or '****^*'" 
at their intersection, shall be executed by said Pitchburg 
Railroad Company, under the supervision of a commissioner 
to be appointed by the governor, as hereinafter provided — 
by which commissioner, the cost of the same, when com- 
pleted, including the cost incurred . by said Pitchburg Rail- 
road Company in erecting and maintaining their portion of 
the abutments and other masonry of said bridge, shall be 
apportioned between said two companies, as shall by him be 
deemed equitable ; and should the award of said commis-Proo«»diDg>if 
sioner not be promptly paid by the Grand Junction Railroad ' " 
and Depot Company, the Pitchburg Railroad Company may 
recover a. fair and just proportionate part of the cost incur- 
red by them in lowering said tracks and road beds, and in 
furnishing materials for and constructing said railroad bridge 
and its appendages, from said Grand Junction Railroad and 
Depot Company, with costs, in an action of contract, in the 
supreme judicial court, in either of the counties of Middle- 
sex or SuflFolk ; and if the defendants therein shall fail to 
pay to the plamtiffs the amount of the judgment in said 
suit, the said court shall, on application of the plaintiflFs, 
grant an injunction to prevent the said defendants, their 
successors and assigns, from using or running their railroad 
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in Somerville, south or west of fhe estate of Elizabeth Joy, 
until said judgment shall be paid, without prejudice to the 
other remedies of the plaintiffs.. 

Sect. 4. In case the Grand Junction Railroad and Depot 
Company shall require a connection between the Boston and 
Lowell Kailroad and the Grand Jimction Railroad and the 
Fitchburg Railroad, or either of them, to be maintained 
near said bridge, the cost of maintaining a connection shall 
be included in the cost of making said bridge, and the work 
aboTe the present rail surface shall be performed by the 
Boston and Lowell Railroad, and the work beneath such 
surface shall be performed by the Fitchburg Railroad Com- 
pany in the manner herein before stated ; and the cost of 
performing the same and providing materials therefor shall 
be added to the cost of doing the work and providing 
materials for said bridge to be incurred by said Fitch- 
burg Railroad Company, and shall be included in said 
award ; and if said award be not paid, a just and £air 
proportion of such cost may be recovered by them in said 
action &om said Grand Junction Railroad and Depot C<Hn- 
pany. And said last named company are hereby authorized 
to take any land on the northerly side of their present loca- 
tion, that may be required for altering their side track and 
switches, paying for said land, and filing a location thereof 
accorduig to law : and the cost thereof shall constitute a 
part of the cost of said bridge, and be credited to the party 
taking the same. 

Sect. 5. The Fitchburg Railroad Company is hereby 
authorized to make use of &e track of the Grand Junction 
Railroad, for the passage of trains, whenever its own track is 
obstructed during the progress of the said work ; and the 
said Grand Junction Kailroad and Depot Company may, 
also, under like circumstances, and during said period and 
no longer, make use of so much of the tracks of the Fitch- 
burg REiilroad, for the passage of trains, as lie between the 
west end of Prison Point Bridge and Milk Street, in Somer- 
ville ; and each party shall be allowed by the other a fair 
compensation for such use. 

Sect. 6. And it is hereby expressly declared that it was 
not the intention of any act prior to this act to authorize, 
nor did it authorize the Grand Junction Railroad and Depot 
Company, or the companies which composed it, to take or 
hold either of the main tracks of the Fitchburg Railroad in 
said Somerville, or the land required for running trains 
thereon. And tiie said Fitchburg Railroad Company shall 
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retain both of their said main tracks in said Somerville, for 
the exclusive use of their said company, and of all other 
railroad companies that have been or shall be expressly 
authorized to enter upon and use the same according to 
law ; and may include the said main tracks and land in the 
new location of tlieir railroad and branches which they are 
empowered to make by law. Arid the location of the Grand 
Junction Railroad and Depot Company in said Somerville, 
so far as it lies on the northerly side of the northerly track 
of said Fitchburg Railroad and of the strip of land required 
for running trains thereon, and so far as it intersects in 
crossing the main tracks of said Fitchburg Railroad with a 
width not exceeding twenty-four feet in crossing, is hereby 
confirmed ; subject, however, to the changes herein autho- 
rized, and subject to all. claims for damages caused by the 
location and construction of said Grand Junction Railroad ; 
and said Grand Junction Railroad and Depot Company shall 
have no power to use either of said main tracks of the 
Fitchburg Railroad Company except as provided for in sec- 
tion five of this act. 

Sect. 7. Nothing herein shall be so construed as to R««trkjtioii. 
authorize either of said companies to take any additional 
land from the estate of Elizabeth Joy. 

Sect. 8. For the supervision and app6rtionment con- ccmmtadoner 
templated in the third section of this act, a commissioner pfiS^o^&cT 
shall be appointed by the governor, with the advice of his 
council, on application of any two of said three companies, 
the compensation of which commissioners shall be a part of 
the cost of said work. 

Sect. 9. This act shall take eflfect from and after its 
passage. [Approved by the Oovemor, June 6, 1856.] 

An Act in addition to an Act ooneeming lines in Boston Harbor. Chop. 297 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives j in General Court assembled^ * and by the authority of 
the same^ as follows : 

The act of tiie year of our Lord one thousand eight hun- ActnTiTeduKi 
dred and fifty-five, chapter three hundred and ten, is hereby •**''***^- 
revived, and shall take effect from and after the passage of 
this present act, and the fifth section of said act shall be 
extended two years. [Approved by the Governor^ June 6, 
1866.] 
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Chap. 298 Aw act to establiBh additional Tenna of the Court of Comnum Pleas in the 
^ Coontj of Worcester. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tives^ in General Chart assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

SSrSSbSg" ^ECT. 1. In addition to. the terms of the court of com- 
mon pleas now provided to be holden within and for the 
county of Worcester, three terms of said court shall he held 
in the town of Fitchburg, as follows, viz. : on the first Mon- 
day in February and June, and the fourth Monday in Octo- 
ber, in each year, after the first day of August, in the year 
one thousand eight hundred and fifty-six. 
T«nn»fOTdTU Sect. 2. The terms of the court herein provided to be 
b^eM. holden on the first Monday of February and the fourth Mon- 

day in October, in each year, shall bfe for the transaction of 
civil business ; and the term to be holden on the first Mon- 
day of June, in each year, shall be for the transaction of 
criminal business. 

Sect. 3. This act shall take effect on and after its 
passage. [Approved by the Governor, June 6, 1856.] 

Chap. 299 An Act to authorize Donald McKaj to build a Whart 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

whMfinBaat Douald McKay, proprietor of land and flats situated in 

^^*^' that part of Boston called East Boston, fronting on Border 

Street, lying between and adjoining other land and flats of 
said McKay, formerly of Lombard and Whitmore, and land 
and flats of tlie East Boston Company, is hereby authorized 
to build, extend and maintain a wharf from his said prem- 
ises into the harbor channel, as far as the commissioners* 
line, so called, is now established by law, in Boston Harbor, 

Rights, &c. and shall have the right to lay vessels at the end and sides 
thereof, and to receive wharfage and dockage therefor : pro- 

Proriao. vided, howcvcr, that this grant shall not be construed to 

extend to any flats or land of this Commonwealth, lying in 
front of the flats of any other person, or which would be 
comprehended by the true line of such flats continued to 

pioTided, fur- tlic said Commissioners' line ; and provided, further, that 
so much of said wharf as may be constructed below low- 
water mark, shall be built on piles, which piles shall not be 
nearer to each other than six feet in the direction of the 
stream, and eight feet in a transverse direction, and that 
this act shall in no wise impair the legal rights of any per- 
son whatsoever. [Approved by the Governor, June 6, 1866,] 
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An Aot to change the Name of the Amesbury Street Baptist Society and to Chap. 300 
legalize the doings thereof. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
lives J in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same J as follows : 

Sect. 1. The Amesbury Street Baptist Society, in Law N«iiieeh»ii«.d. 
rence, are hereby authorized to take the name of the First 
Baptist Society in Lawrence, and shall hereafter be known 
by said name. 

Sect. 2. All acts and proceedings of the Amesbury Projeedingi le- 
Street Baptist Society in Lawrence, under the name of the 
First Baptist Society in Lawrence, all conveyances, mort- 
gages, and promissory notes heretofore given by them under 
said last mentioned name, are confirmed and declared bind- 
ing on said Amesbury Street Baptist Society, in the same 
manner and to the same extent they would be if they had 
been done and made in the name of the Amesbury Street 
Baptist Society : provided^ that the said Amesbury Street p^^*-® 
Baptist Society shall, at a meeting duly called for that pur- 
pose, approve and ratify all the aforesaid acts and proceed- 
ings. 

Sect. 3. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. {^Approved by the Governor^ June 6, 1856.] 

An Act to protect Boston Harbor. Chap, 301 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives j in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same, as follows: 

Sect. 1. Any person who shall take, carry away, orf^^^*^^*^- 
remove by land or water, any stones, gravel or sand, fromgnTei^&c. 
any of the beaches, head-lands or islands, within or border- 
ing upon Boston Harbor,- without a license therefor from the 
mayor and aldermen of the city of Boston, shall, for each 
ofiSance, forfeit a sum not exceeding twenty dollars, to be 
recovered by complaint or indictment in any court of com- 
petent jurisdiction. 

Sect. 2. Boston Harbor, for the purposes of this act, umite of Boston 
shall be deemed to extend to a Une drawn from the outer °" 
end of Commercial Point, in the town of Dorchester, direct 
to the outer end of Point Alderton, in the town of Hull ; 
thence to the outer end of the outer Brewster Island, and 
thence direct to the Short Beach, at the division line between 
the towns of North Chelsea and Winthrop. 

Sect. 8. All acts and parts of acts, inconsistent with this J^2S?^* **** 
act, are hereby repealed. 
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Sect. 4. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. {Approved 4y the Governor^ June 6, 1856.] 

Chap. 302 -^ '^CT to inearpante tiie Maiden and Mdrose Baflrosd Company. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representee 
tivesy in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same J as follows : 

Sect. 1. Daniel P. Wise, George W. Wilson, DMiiel W. 
Gooch, Daniel Perkins, John Shelton, their associates and 
successors, are hereby made a corporation by the name of 
the Maiden and Melrose Railroad Company, witli power to 
construct, maintain and use a railway or railways with 
convenient single or double tracts,, from such point or points 
in the town of Melrose, as shall be fixed by the selectmen of 
said town, with the assent of such corporation, in writing 
expressed, and filed with said selectmen, and upon and over 
such of the streets and highways of said town as shall be, 
from time to time, fixed and determined by said selectoien, 
with the written assent of said corporation, filed as aforesaid, 
to the intersection of the same with the streets and highways 
of the town of Maiden, and thence upon and over such of 
said streets and highways of the town of Maiden, as shall be, 
from time to time, fixed and determined by the selectmen of 
said Maiden, with the assent, in writing, of said corporation, 
filed with the said selectmen, to Maiden Bridge, thence over 
said Maiden Bridge, using such part thereof, and so con- 
structing said railway or railways, and paying such toll or 
compensation as may be agreed upon between the proprie- 
tors of said Maiden Bridge and said railroad corporation ; 
and, in case of disagreement between said proprietors and 
said railroad corporation, as to the part of said bridge to be 
so used, or as to the mode of construction of said railway or 
railways, or as to the rate of toll or compensation to be pwd 
by said railroad corporation,, the .same shall be fixed and 
determined by three commissioners, to be appointed by the 
supreme judicial court ; thence upon and over such of the 
streets of the city of Charlestown as shall be, from time to 
time, fixed and determined by the mayor and aldermen of 
said city, with the assent, in writing, of said corporation, 
and also over and on such other land in said Melrose, Mai- 
den and Charlestown, as said corporation may elect to build 
their road or roads over and upon, to some convenient point 
of intersection, in said Charlestown, with the railroad of the 
Middlesex Railroad Company ; such point of intersection to 
be fixed by the city council of the said city of Charlestown ; 
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and all tracks of said railroad shall be laid at such distances 
from the side-walks in said towns and city, as the selectmen 
of said towns, and the mayor and aldermen of said city shall, 
respectively, in their orders fixing the route of said railroad, 
determine. And said corporation shall have power to fix, Rates or fkn. 
from time to time, such rates of compensation for transport- 
ing persons or property, as they may think expedient ; and 
shall have all the powers and privUeges, and be subject to 
all the duties, liabUities and restrictions, set forth in the 
forty-fourth chapter of the Revised Statutes. Notice toNotic«to»bat. 
abutters on streets in which it may be proposed to lay the 
tracks of said corporation, shall be given by the publication, 
in one or more newspapers published in said city of Charles- 
town, fourteen days, at least, before the location of any such 
tracks, and also by posting in three public places in each of 
said towns, and in said city, notice of said proposed location, 
fourteen days, at least, before the same shall be made. 

Sect. 2. The corporation hereby created, may enter May mterv^ . 
upon and use the track of the Middlesex Railroad Company ;2li)S. 
in such mode, and upon such rates of compensation, as may 
be agreed upon ; or, in case of disagreement, such mode and 
rates shall be fixed by three commissioners, to be appointed 
by the supreme judicial court. 

Sect. 3. Said tracks, or roads, shall be operated and used operated by 
by said corporation, with horse-power only. The selectmen oniT"'^'^ 
of said towns, and the mayor and aldermen of said city, shall 
have power, at all times, to make all such regulations, as to 
the rate of speed and mode of use of the tracks, as the 
public convenience and safety may require. 

Sbct. 4. Said corporation shall keep and maintain in Repain, &«. 
repair, such portion of the street and bridges, respectively, 
as shall be occupied by their tracks, and shall be liable for 
any loss or injury that any person may sustain, by reason of 
any carelessness, neglect or misconduct of its agents and 
servants, in the management, construction or use of said 
tracks, roads or bridges ; and, in case any recovery shall be 
had against either of said towns, or the said city, by reason 
of such defect or want of repair, said corporation shall be 
liable to pay to such towns, or to said city, respectively, or 
either of them, any sums thus recovered against them, 
together with all costs and reasonable expenditures incurred 
by them respectively, in the defence of any such suit or suits, 
in which recovery may be had ; and said corporation shall 
not incumber any portion of the streets or bridges, not occu- 
pied by said road or tracks. 

Sect. 5. If any person shall wilfully and maliciously 
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obstruct said corporation in the use of said road or tracks, 
or the passing of the cars or carriages of said corporation 
thereon, such person, and all who shall be aiding or abetting 
therein, shall be punished by a fine not exceeding five hun- 
dred dollars, or may be imprisoned in the common jail for a 
period not exceeding three months. 

Sect. 6. If said corporation, or its agents or servants, 
shall, wilfully and maliciously, obstruct any highway, or the 
passing of any carriages over the same, such corporation 
shall be punished by a fine not exceeding five hundred dol- 
lars. 

Sect. 7. The capital stock of said corporation shall not 
exceed two hundred thousand dollars, to be divided into 
shares of one hundred dollars each ; and no shares in the 
capital stock shall be issued for a less sum or amount, to be 
actually paid in on each, than the par value of the shares 
which shall be first issued. 

Sect. 8. Said corporation shall have power to purchase 
and hold such real estate, within said towns, or either of 
them, as may be convenient or necessary for the purposes 
and management of said road. 

Sect. 9. The said road shall be constructed and main- 
tained in such form and manner, and upon such grade, as 
the selectmen of said towns, or the mayor and aldermen of 
said city, respectively, may, in their votes fixing and deter- 
mining the routes thereof, as aforesaid, prescribe and direct ; 
and whenever, in the judgment of said corporation, it shall 
be necessary to alter the grade of any street so occupied by 
it, such alteration may be made at the sole expense of said 
corporation : provided^ the same shall be assented to by the 
selectmen of the town or the mayor and aldermen of said 
city, within which such alteration is to be made. 

Sect. 10. Nothing in this act shall be construed to pre- 
vent the selectmen of either of said towns, or the mayor and 
aldermen of said city, from entering upon, and taking up 
any of the public streets or bridges, traversed by said rail- 
road, for any purpose for which they may now lawfully take 
up the same. 

Sect. 11. This act shall be void, so far as relates to the 
right to construct said road in either of said towns or said 
city, unless the same shall be accepted by the selectmen of 
such towns and the mayor and ^dermen of said city, re- 
spectively, and unless the same shall be accepted by said 
corporation, and unless ten per cent, of the capital stock 
thereof shall be paid in within three years from and after 
the passage of this act. 
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Sect. 12. Said corporation shall be deemed a railroad oorporatfon to 
corporation, so far as to be subject to make such annual Stl^t b«Sf&c. 
returns to the legislature as are, or may be, prescribed by 
law, and also so far as to be subject to all existing provisions 
of law for the assessment and payment of damages for the 
land, outside of the streets, taken by them for their track, 
but not to the other general provisions of law in relation to 
railroad corporations. ^Approved by the Governor^ June 6, 
1856.J 

Ak Act to inooiporate the Society for the relief of Aged Women, in Salem. Chap. 303 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Hbuse of Representa- 
tives^ in General Court assembled^ amd by the authority of 
the samey as follows: 

Sect. 1. Daniel A. White, Stephen C. Phillips, John corpo»to». 
Bertram, Ripley Ropes and John Ball, their associates and 
successors, are hereby made a corporation by the name of N«ne. 
The Society for the relief of Aged Women, in Salem, 
for the purpose of taking, holding, investing and distributing Porpow. 
such funds as they now have or may hereafter be given 
them, for the charitable and benevolent objects of their 
society; with all the powers and privileges, and subject to JJJJ^^SJ'&T 
all the duties, liabilities and restrictions, set forth in the * ."*»<' 
forty-fourth chapter of the Revised Statutes. 

Sect. 2. Said corporation shall have power to establish Rai«» *«• 
suoh rules and regulations for the management of their 
society, as a majority of the members may, from time to 
time, determine to be expedient and proper. 

Sect. 3. Said corporation shall be empowered to hold ^jStTn^to^SS! 
real and personal estate to an amoimt not exceeding fifty cMd $50,000. 
thousand dollars. 

Sect. 4. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. ^Approved by the Governor, June 6, 1856.] 

An Act to auth<»ue Luther Drew to build a Wharf. Chap. 304 

Be it ena^cted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tiveSj in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Luther Drew, proprietor of land and flats, situated in^^»n«"t 
that part of Boston called East Boston, fronting on Marginal 
Street, lying between and adjoining land and flats of Donald 
McKay, and land and flats of the Grand Junction Railroad 
and Depot Company, is hereby authorized to build, extend 
and mamtain a wharf from his said premises into the har- 
bor channel, as far as the commissioners' line, so called, is 

31 
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Right*, ace. now established by law in Boston Harbor, and shall have 
the right to lay vessels at the end and sides of said wharf, 

ProTiBo and to receive wharfage and dockage therefor : provided y 

however, that this grant shall not be construed to extend to 
any flats or land of this Commonwealth, lying in front of 
the flats of any other person, or which would be compre- 
hended by the true lines of such flats, continued to the said 

proTidwiftirther. commissioners' line; and provided y Jfuriher, that so much 
of said wharf as may be constructed below low-water mai^L 
shall be built on piles, which piles shall not be nearer to 
each other than six feet in the direction of the stream, and 
eight feet in a transverse direction, and tliat this act shall in 
no wise impair the legal rights of any person whatever. 
[Approved by the Governor, June 6, 1866.] 

Chap. 305 An Act concerning the location of the Eastern Railroad. 

Be it endcted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

•»• Sect. 1. The location of the railroad of the Eastern 
Railroad Company, and said railroad and its branches, as 
the same are actually laid out and constructed, in the coun- 
ties of Essex, Middlesex and Suffolk, are hereby ratified and 
confirmed, 
^(gjjujntw to- Sect. 2. In order to correct any informality or insuffi- 
i^o^ye^! ' ciency in the location of said railroad and its sevend branches, 
heretofore filed, the said corporation is hereby authorized, 
at any time within one year from the passage of this act, 
to file with the county commissioners of Essex, Middle- 
sex and Suffolk, .respectively, new locations of said railroad 
and its several branches, defining the courses, distances and 
boundaries of such portions thereof, as lie within the said 
counties, respectively, in conformity with the actual con- 
struction of said railroad and branches, as already biult, 
which said new locations, when filed, shall be valid and 
vroriao. sufficicut iu law, to all intents and purposes: provided, 

that nothing herein contained, shall aSect the legal rights of 
any person to damages, whose land may have been taken 
heretofore by said corporation, and not settled for under the 
existing laws. 

Sect. 8. This act shall take effect from and after ita 
passage. [Approved by the Govemory June 6, 1856.] 
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Aw Acr to authome the Ageat of Charles River and Warren Bridges to Chap* 306 
lease a Wharf adjoining Wairen Bridge. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives^ in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the samey as follows : 

The agent of the Charles River and Wai-ren Bridges is May ie«9e wharf 
hereby authorized to lease, for a period not exceeding ten 
years from the expiration of the present lease thereof, the 
southern portion of the wharf adjoining Warren Bridge, on 
the westerly side thereof, for the purpose of a bathing-house : 
provided^ that this act shall not be construed to authorize ptotwo. 
said agent to lease any premises over which the Fitchbiu*g 
Railroad Company were authorized to widen their bridge, 
by the two hundred and thirtieth chapter of the acts of the 
year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five, nor in any 
manner affect the rights of any parties under said act ; and 
provided, further ythsLt said lease shall be approved by the p«>^*<»«>' 'ur- 
governor and council. [Approved by the Governor j June 6, ^' 
1856.] 

An Act to diride the Commonwealth into Districts for the choice of Conn- Chap, 307 

cUlors. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Cowl assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

Sect. 1. For the purpose of choosing councillors, the commonwealth 
Commonwealth is hereby divided into eight councillor dis- Sul^diSSictr"' 
tricts, each of which shall, in the manner prescribed by the 
constitution and the laws, elect one councillor. 

Sect. 2. The said eight districts shall be as follows, to District no. i. 
wit: The counties of Barnstable, Dukes and Nantucket, 
together with the towns of Abington, Carver, Duxbury, 
Halifax, Hanover, Hanson, Kingston, Lakeville, Marion, 
Marshfield, Middleborough, Pembroke, Plymouth, Plymp- 
ton, Rochester, Scituate, South Scituate and Wareham, in 
the county of Plymouth ; the cities of Fall River and New 
Bedford, and the towns of Dartmouth, Pairhaven, Freetown, 
Somerset, Swanzey and Westport, in the county of Bristol, 
shall form one district, and be called district number one. 

The towns of Bridgewater, East Bridge water. North w^trfct no. 2. 
Bridge water, West Bridgewater, Hingham and Hull, in the 
county of Plymouth; Attleborough, Berkley, Dighton, 
Easton, Mansfield, Norton, Pawtucket, Raynham, Rehoboth, 
Seekonk and Taunton, in the county of Bristol ; Belling- 
ham, Braintree, Canton, Cohasset, Dedham, Dorchester, 
Poxborough, Franklin, Medfield, Medway, Milton, Quincy, 
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p Randolph, Sharon, Stoughton, Walpole, Weymouth and 

Wrentham, in the county of Norfolk ; and Blackstone, Men- 
dbn, Milford, Northbridge and Uxbridge, in the county of 
Worcester, shall form one district, and be called distbict 

NUMBER TWO. 

DiftrictNo.8. The city of Roxbury, and the towns of Brookline, Dover, 
Needham and West Roxbury, in the county of Norfolk ; the 
cities of Cambridge and Charlestown, and the towns of 
Ashland, Brighton, Framingham, floUiston, Hopkinton, 
Natick, Newton, Sherborn, Somerville, Wayland and Wee- 
ton, in the county of Middlesex ;' and the wards numbered 
five, six and nine, in the city of Boston, in tlie county of 
Suffolk, shall form one district, and be called district num- 
ber THREE. 

The wards numbered one, two, three, four, seven, eight, 
ten, eleven and twelve, in the city of Boston, and the towns 
of Chelsea, North Chelsea and Winthrop, in the county of 
Suffolk, shall form one district, and be called district num- 
ber FOUR. 

The cities and towns in the county of Essex, excepting 
the towns of Andover and Methuen, shall form one district, 
and be called district number five. 

The towns of Andover and Methuen, in the county of 
Essex, and the city of Lowell, and the towns of Acton, 
Ashby, Bedford, Billerica,Boxborough, Burlington, Carlisle, 
Chelmsford, Concord, Dracut, Dunstable, Groton, Lexing- 
ton, Lincoln, Littleton, Maiden, Marlborough, Medford, 
Melrose, North Reading, Pepperell, Reading, Shirley, Soufli 
Reading, Stoneham, Stow, Sudbury, Tewksbury, Townsend, 
Tyngsborough, Waltham, Watertown, West Cambridge, 
Westford, Wilmington, Winchester and Woburn, in Sie 
county of Middlesex ; and Bolton, Clinton, Pitchburg, Har- 
vard, Lancaster, Leominster and Lunenburg, in the county 
of Worcester, shall form one district, and be called district 
number six. 
DtetriotNo.7. The city of Worcester and the towns of Ashburnham, 
Athol, Auburn, Barre, Berlin. Boylston, Brookfield, Charl- 
ton, Dana, Douglas, Dudley, Gardner, Grafton, Hardwick, 
Holden, Hubbardston, Leicester, Millbury, New Braintree, 
Northborough, North Brookfield, Oakham, Oxford, Paxton, 
Petersham, Phillipston, Princeton, Royalston, Rutland, 
Shrewsbury, Southborough, Southbridge, Spencer, Sterling, 
Sturbridge, Sutton, Templeton, Upton, Warren, Webster, 
Westborough, West Boylston, West Brookfield, Westmin- 
ster and Winchendon, in the county of Worcester ; and the 
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several towns in the county of Franklin, shall form one 
difl^ct, and be called district number seven. 

The counties of Berkshire, Hampden and Hampshire ^^*»**^^**^ 
shall form one district, and be called district number eight. 

Sect. 3. The qualification of the voters for councillors, J^J'J^^ 
the time, manner and declaration of the election and theMfergoT^*!!?!** 
return of the votes, shall be such as are required in the 
election of governor. 

Sect. 4. All laws in force, in relation to the duties offidstingiawsap. 
sheriffs, town and city oflBcers and voters, in the election of 8^*S SuSi- 
governor, senators and representatives of this Common-**^- 
wealth, shall, as far as the same may be applicable, apply 
and be in force in regard to the meetings and elections to 
be held, and the returns to be made under the provisions of 
this act, respecting the choice of councillors ; and the like 
penalties shall be incurred for the violation thereof. [Ap- 
proved by the Governor^ June 6, 1856.] 

Ajx Act ooncenuBg the Superior Court of the County of Suffolk, and the Chap. 308 
Court of Common Pleas. '^ 

Be U duuted by the Senate and House of Representor- 
tiveSy in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same J as follows : 

Sect. 1. The'^oinifi "three thousand" are hereby sub- fnri»«««i2«j- 
stitfited for the words « fifteen hundred,'' wherever the^^*^*^' 
latter occur in the third And fourth ^sotions of the four hun- 
dred and forty-ninth cha^iyter of the acts of the year eighteen 
hundred and fifty-five. 

Sect. 2. The fourtefenth section of Ae last mentioned *»J«^o'ei«*. 
act is so far amended as that the clerk, instead of the salary 
theiein provided, shall t^tain for his services, from the fees 
received by him and for which he is to accoimt, the sum of 
three thousand dollars per annum, if such foes amount to so 
much, and the balance be shall pay over to the treasurer of 
the city of Boston, for the use of said city, annually. 

Sect. 8. Nothing in this act shall be construed to release Boston to eoa- 
said city from its proper contribution to the maintenance ofu^^^t^c. 
the court of common pleas prior to the establishment of the ^**"' 
said superior court [Approved by the Governor, Jwne 6, 
1866.] 
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Chap. 309 Aji act to incorporate the Titicut Aoademj, of Middkboitni^ 

* Be it enacted by the Senate and House of RepresetUa- 
tivesj in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same J as follows : 

Sect. 1. Isaac Pratt, Morrill Robinson, Zebulon Pratt, 
their associates and successors, are hereby made a corpora- 
tion by the name of the Titicut Academy, to be established 
in the town of Middleborough, in the county of Plymouth; 
with all the powers and privileges, and subject to all the 
duties, restrictions and liabilities, set forth in the forty-fourth 
chapter of the Revised Statutes. 

Sect. 2. Said corporation may hold real estate to the 
amount of fifteen thousand dollars, and personal estate to 
the amoimt of ten thousand dollars ; to be exclusively devo^ 
ed to the purposes of education. 

Sect. 3. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. ^Approved by the Governor^ June 6, 1866.] 

Ak Act to incorponte the Qlobe Inftunnce Company, in Boston. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
tivesy in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of 
the same J as follows : 

Sect. 1. William Appleton, Josiah Bradlee and William 
P. Weld, their associates and successors, are hereby made a 
corporation by the name of the Globe Insurance Company, 
of Boston, for the purpose of making insurance against losses 
by fire and maritime losses ; with all the powers and privi- 
leges, and subject to all the duties, liabilities and restrictions, 
set forth in the forty-fourth chapter of the Revised Statutes, 
the four hundred and fifty-tlnrd chapter of the acts of 
eighteen hundred and fifty-four, and all other general laws 
in force relating to insurance companies, except as herein- 
after provided. 

Sect. 2. Said company shall have a capital of one mil- 
lion dollars, to be divided into shares of one hundred dollars 
each, to be paid in and invested as follows : Before any 
policies shall be issued, fifty per cent, of said capital shall 
be paid in cash, and invested according to the laws of this 
Conmionwealth regulating insurance companies with specific 
capital ; and the residue of said capital shall be paid by 
notes of the stockholders, payable on demand, without inter- 
est, and secured by pledge of the stock held by said stock-, 
holders ; and no part of said stock shall be transferred, until 
the full amount of notes secured thereby has been paid in 
cash, or said stock shall be transferred, subject to the lien 
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thereon for payment of said notes, to be expressed in the 
instrument of transfer. 

Sect. 3. Said company shall set apart annually, all^^£lsyj^n 
its profits over and above six per cent, of its unimpaired ©f ««>t«, *c 
capital, paid in and invested as aforesaid, as a reserved fund, 
for the redemption of said stockholders' notes, which fund 
shall be invested in the same manner as its cash capital ; and 
whenever said fund, with its accumulations, shall amoimt 
to ten per cent, of said notes, the same shall be ratably 
endorsed as a payment thereon, and so on from time to 
time, imtil said notes are fully paid. 

Sect. 4. This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. {Approved by the Governor^ June 6, 1856.] 
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CHANGE OF NAMES. 



Secretary's Office. 

By the 256ih chapter of the acts of 1851, entitled <' An 
Act to provide for the Change of Names of Persons," it is 
provided that " the judges of probate for the several coun- 
ties shall, annually, in the month of December, make a re- 
turn, to the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, of 
all changes of names made under and by virtue of this act, 
and such returns shall be published in a tabular form, with 
the statutes of each year." And the following returns have 
been received at this Department in accordance with said 
act. 



SUFFOLK. 

G^eorge Barnard, takes the name of George Barnard 
Brown. 

William Piggot Casey, takes the name of William Piggot. 

James Gilleland, takes the name of James Oillingham. 

Warren Gk)okin, takes the name of Warren Plunmier 
Wilder. 

Nellie Howe, takes the ntune of Emma Frances Cdbum. 

Susan Dillaway Irish, ti^es the name of Susan Dillaway 
Taylor. 

Edwin Augustus Irish, takes the name of Edwin Augus- 
tus Taylor. 

James Franklin Irish, ti^es the name of Frank Berry 
Taylor. 

Samuel Keep, takes the name of Samuel Hamilton Keep. 

Uriah Thomas Ling, takes the name of Uriah Thoma» 
Stone. 

• 82 
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John McCarter, takes the name of John Mason Carter. 

Martha A. Morrow, takes the name of Martha A. Morse. 

William Roddin, takes the name of William Bro¥m 
Adams. 

Mary Ann Robinson, takes the name of Frances Ella 
Butts. 

Henrietta A. Smith, takes Hie name of Henrietta A. Reed. 

Mary Ann Tan cock, takes the name of Mary Ann Shar- 
land. 

William Brown Adams, takes the name of William Rod- 
din. 

Matilda Allen Fearing, takes the name of Matilda Fearing 
Allen. 

Mary Elizabeth Fuller, takes the name of Mary Frances 
Williams. 

John Gilligan, takes the name of John Gilligan Adams. 

Decreed by Edward 6. Loring, Judge of Probate for the 
County of Suflfolk. 

The date of the decree is not given in the return made to 
this office. 



ESSEX. 

April 3, 1855. Mary Snethen, of Salem, takes the name 
of Mary Snethen Abbott. 

May 15. James Gott, 3d, of Rockport, takes the name of 
James Jabez Gott. Franklin Putnam Fish, of Andover, 
takes the name of Franklin Putnam. 

Decreed by N. S. Howe, Judge of Probate for the County 
of Essex. 



MIDDLESEX. 

January 9, 1855. Thomas Saunders, of Lowell, takes 
the name of Thomas Edward Saunders. 

February 20. Jackson McCartee, of Burlington, takes 
the name of Loring Mason Jackson. 

March 6. James Alfred Loker, of Tewksbury, takes the 
name of Alfred J. Livingston. Mary Savory Price, of 
Lowell, (a minor,) takes the name of Mary Price Savory. 

March 20. Mehitabte S. Benson, of South Reading, (a 
minor,) takes the name of Sarah Benson Green. Frances 
Ellen Sawyer, of Lowell, (a minor,) takes the name of 
Frances Ellen Wright. 
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April 10. Charles Dearth, of Sherborn, takes the name 
of Charles Howe ; and the name of his wife, and three 
children, who are minors, was changed to Howe. Henry 
Dearth, of Sherborn, takes the name of Henry Howe ; and 
the name of his wife, and two children, who are minors, was 
changed to Howe. John Brown, of Charlestown, takes the 
name of John Manson Brown. Mary Jane Mosman, of Sud- 
bury, (a minor,) takes the name of Mary Jane Smith. Mi- 
chael Powell, of Cambridge, takes the name of Martin Powell. 

May 15. Mazelli Augustus Benson, of Reading, (a mi- 
nor,) takes the name of Ellen Benson Baldwin. 

June 5. Idaetta Towne, of Lowell, (a minor,) takes the 
name of Idaetta Thompson. 

June 12. George Washington Robinson, of Lexington, 
takes the name of George Dexter Robinson. 

June 26. Ellen Euseba Montague, of Ashland, (aminor,) 
takes the name of Ella Euseba Sherman. 

August 21. Mai com Holden, of Maiden, (a muior,) 
takes the name of Howard Malcom Holden. 

September 4. Josiah Cooledge McKenney, of Waltham, 
takes the name of Josiah Cooledge Hadley. 

September 18. Patrick Driscoll, of Groton, takes the 
name of Frederick Driscoll. 

November 13. George Michali, of Lincoln, (a minor,) 
takes the name of George Hay den. 

December 4. Charlotte Louisa Hubbard, of Somerville, 
(a minor,) takes the name of Ella Prances Gooding. 

December 18. Nathaniel Palmer, of Charlestown, takes 
the name of Nathaniel Palmer Leach ; and his wife, Eliza- 
beth P. Palmer, takes the name of Elizabeth Perkins Leach. 

Decreed by S. P. P. Fay, Judge of Probate for the County 
of Middlesex. 



WORCESTElt. 

April 3, 1855. Sylvanus N. Day, and SophroniaH. Day, 
his wife, of Millbury, adopt Prances Everline Livermore, and 
said Prances takes the name of Frances Everline Day. 

May 1. Caleb Warren Dalrymple, of Shrewsbury, takes 
the name of Caleb Warren. 

May 8. Ezra Batcheller, 2d, of North Brookfield, takes 
the name of Ezra Daniel Batcheller. 

June 5. Sumner Haynes, and Abigail Haynes, his wife, 
of Leominster, adopt Edward Perkins, and said Edward 
takes the name of Edward Chalmers Haynes. 
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July 8. Eleazer Wheelock, and Mary W. Wheelock, his 

wife, of Worcester, adopt Charles Marvin Cleveland, and 

said Charles takes the name of Charles Cleveland Wheeloek. 

. Edward Alouzo Howe, of Barre, ti^es the name of Alonzo 

Edward Gibson. 

August 7. John Chamberlain, and Mehitable Chamber- 
lain, his wife, of Soiithborough, adopt Mary Ann I)elan, 
and said Mary Ann takes the name of Laura MeliitaUe 
Chamberlain. 

Decreed by Thomas Kinnicutt, Judge of Probate for the 
County of Worcester. 

HAMPSHIBE. 

April 3, 1855. Patrick Falvey, of Hadley, takes the name 
of Henry S. Falvey. 

May 1. Epaphroditus C- Hubbard, and Sophia E. Hub- 
bard, his wife, of Williamsburg, adopt Emma Cordelia Snow, 
(a minor,) about two years old, daughter of Alanson Snow, of 
Williamsburg, and said Emma takes the name of Emma 
Cordelia Hubbard. 

July 8. John W. Temple, and Abigail Temple, his wife, 
of Northampton, adopt George Edgar Stowell, (a minor,) 
about four years old, son of Moses S. Stowell, of Amlierst, 
and said George takes the name of George Stowell Tempte. 

August 7. Susan E. Cook, of Pelham, takes the name of 
Susan E. Babbit. 

September 4. Joseph F. Tower, and Clarissa H. Tower, 
his wife, of Northampton, adopt Eliza Maria Gorman, (a 
minor,) about five years old, daughter of Eliza Gorman, of 
Northampton, and said Eliza takes the name of Eliza Maria 
Tower. 

Decreed by Ithamar Conkey, Judge of Probate for the 
County of Hampshire. 

HAMPDEN. 

January, 1855. James Bodolphus Hoar, of Monson, takes 
the name of James Bodolphus Homer. 

February. Abner Post Langdon, of Westfield, takes the 
name of Abner Post. 

March. Elmira Ann Bond, takes the name of Almira 
Ann Dean. 

June. Joseph W. Boot, late of Warren, R. I., (an infant,) 
takes the name of Joseph W, Wright. 
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August. J^mette Marsh, of Springfield, takes the name 
of Jennette Giknore. Elka Ann Goodell, of Springfield, 
takes the name of Mary Ella Street. 

November. Pbineas Qaric, of Chicopee, takes tiie name 
of Charles Henry Smith. 

Decreed by OliTer B. Morris, Judge of Probate for the 
County of Hampden. 

FRANKUN. 

February 18, 1856. Charles D. Detii, of Erring, takes 
the name of Charles D. Gilmore. 

December 18. Sumner Lincoln, of Rowe, takes the name 
of Increase Sumner Lincoln. 

Decreed by Franklin Ripley, Judge of Probate for the 
County of Franklin. 



BERKSHIBE. 

June 5, 1855. Frederick C. Shumway, takes the name 
of Frederick Shiunway Ford. 

Decreed by Daniel N. Dewey, Judg)e of Probate for the 
County of ^rkshire. 



NORFOLK. 

January 6, 1855. Ella Medora French, of Quincy, (a 
minor,) takes the name of Ella Medora French Parker. 

April 14. Alonzo Howard, of Brookline, (a minor,) takes 
the name of Alonzo Potter Howard. 

May 8. Mary A. Westcott, of West Roxbury, (a minor,) 
takes the name of Mary A. Dascomb. Annette W. Wyman, 
of Wrentham, (a minor,) takes the name of Annette W. 
Cobb. 

May 26. Ella Josephine Dowe, of Quincy, (a minor,) 
takes the name of Ella Josephine Wataon. 

July 1. Lewis G. Seaver, of Dedham, (a minor,) takes 
the name of Lewis Seaver Dixon. • 

October 18. Alice Clayton Stoddard, of Hull, (a minor,) 
takes the name of Alice Clayton Baker. 

November 17. Charles Everett Chase, of Foxborough, 
(a minor,) takes the name of Charles Everett Martin. 
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December 8. Emeline Gowell, of Weymouth, (a minor,) 
takes the name of Emeline Gumey. . 

Decreed by W. S. Leland, Judge of Probate for the 
Courity of Norfolk. 

BRISTOL. 

January 5, 1865. Michael Mulliken, of New Bedford, 
takes the name of Thomas Edward Mulliken White. 

Decreed by Oliver Prescott, Judge of Probate for die 
Coimty of Bristol. 

PLYMOUTH. 

February 27, 1855. Jesse Gaboon and Sarah Gahoou, of 
Wareham, adopt Betsey Maria Pittsley, (a minor,) and said 
Betsey takes the name of Betsey Maria Gaboon. 

June 5. John Dubbs, of Hingham, takes the name of 
John Dcering. Jared Bracket and Abby A. Bracket, of 
Marshfield, adopt Grace Lawrence, (a minor,) and said 
Grace takes the name of Abby Grace Bracket. 

July 3. Thacher Perry and Almira Perry, of Pembroke, 
adopt Lemira Jenness Morrow, (a minor,) and said Leniira 
takes the name of Mary Jenness Perry. 

August 28. George A. Sawyer and Elizabeth W. Saw- 
yer, of Taunton, adopt Henrietta Lewis, (a minor,) and said 
Henrietta takes the name of Annette Webster Sawyer. 

September 24. Peleg Sprague Ellison, (a minor,) of 
Duxbury, takes the name of William Peleg Ellison. 

Decreed by Aaron Hobart, Judge of Probate for the 
County of Plymouth. 



BARNSTABLE. 

March 13, 1855. Julia Maria Gervassio, of Barnstable, 
takes the name of Julia Maria Gervassio Cakes. Mary 
Augusta Crocker, of Brewster, takes the name of Martha 
Ann Crocker. Elizabeth Nealus, of Dennis, takes the name 
of Elizabeth Rogers. James M. Bacon and wife, of Barn- 
stable, adopt Inis W. Bearse, (a minor,) and said Inis takes the 
name of Liis W. Bacon. Torlston Fuller and wife, of Barn- 
stable, itdOpt Prince Albert Hinckley, (a minor,) and ' he 
takes the name of Prince Albert Fuller. 
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June 19. Samuel Hallett and wife, of Barnstable, adopt 
Sophia Wilson ffinckley, (a minor,) and said Sophia takes 
the name of Sophia Wilson Hallett. Leonard Robbins and 
wife, of Harwich, adopt William R. Yredenburgh, (a minor,) 
and said William takes the name of William R. Robbihs. 

July 17. James Stiff and wife, of Barnstable, adopt Mar- 
garet Lyons, (a minor,) and said Margaret takes the name 
of Ellanora StiflF. 

September 11. Gorham Brackett, of Yarmouth, takes the 
name of Gorham Brackett Knowles. Joshua Sears and 
wife, of Dennis, adopt Catharine Martin, (a minor,) and said 
Catharine takes the name of Louisa Maria Sears. 

Decreed by George Marston, Judge of Probate for the 
County of Barnstable. 



NANTUCKET. 

October 6, 1855. Sarah Briggs takes the name of Sarah 
H. Briggs. 

November 15. Franklin B. Chase, (a minor,) takes the 
name of Benjamin Franklin Chase. 

Decreed by Samuel Mitchell, Judge of Probate for the 
County of Nantucket. 

No application for change of name, under this act, has 
ever been made to the Judge of Probate for the County of 
Dukes County. 
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RESOLVES, 
GENERAL AND SPECIAL. 



Rbsolyb in favor of Henry A. Marsh. Chap, 1. 

Resolvedj That there be allowed and paid, out of the ^^^^ 
treasury of the Commonwealth, to Henry A. Marsh, the sum Si^iIi»tioii 
of thirty dollars, in full payment for his services as acting °'****'^""* 
clerk of the house of representatives, during the organiza- 
tion thereof, at the commencement of the present session ; 
and that a warrant be drawn accordingly. lApproved by 
the Governor J Jarmary 15, 1856.] 



Resoltb for the pay of the Legislature and its Officers, monthly. Chup, 2. 

Resolvedj That there be paid, out of the treasury of the Jjj^^^^**' 
Commonwealth, to each member of the legislature, at the ™*™ 
end of every month, during its session, the sum of seventy- 
five dollars : provided, it shall appear by the certificate of 
the clerk of either house that the pay of the member for the . 
month, at three dollars per day, amounts to that sum ; and 
each member shall submit to the clerk, in writing, a state- 
ment of the number of days he has been in attendance dur- 
ing the month. Also, that there be paid to the clerks, 
messengers, door-keepers and pages of the two houses, a 
proportionate sum, upon producing the proper certificate ; 
and his excellency the governor is authorized to draw his 
warrant on the treasury, for a sum not exceeding one hun- 
dred and forty thousand dollars, for the purpose herein 
before specified. [^Approved by the Governor y January 26, 
1856.] 

33 
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Chap. 3. 



Treuorermay 
borrow neces- 
sary tuma, not 
exceeding 
9300.000. 



Rbsolte authorizing the Treasorer to bonow Money in antidpation of the 

Revenue. 

Resolvedj That the treasui'er of tliis Commonwealth be, 
and he hereby is, authorized, until otherwise directed by 
the legislature, to borrow, in anticipation of the revenue, 
such sum or sums of money, as may from time to time, be 
necessary for the payment of the ordinary demands upon the 
treasury, within the current financial year ; and that he shall 
repay any sum which he shall borrow, as soon as money 
suificient for the purpose, and not otherwise appropriated, 
shall be received into the treasury: providedy however^ that 
the whole amount borrowed by authority hereof, and 
remaining unpaid, shall not, at any time, exceed the sum of 
three himdred thousand dollars. {^Approved by the Gov- 
ernor ^ February 4, 1856.] 

RssoLYB in fayor of the Worcester South Agricultural Society. 

Same auowance Resolved^ That tlicrc bc paid, from the treasury of the 
teen S^EIffy Commonwcalth , to the Worcester South Agricultural Society, 
such sum of money, as they would have been entitled to re- 
ceive, in the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five, 
had their returns been made in conformity to law. [Ap- 
proved by the Governor^ February 9, 1856.] 



Chap. 4. 



Chap, 5. 

WMhington*8 
birthday. 



Legislature to 
meet in eonTen- 
tioo. 



'VarewellAd- 
dreu" to be 
read. 



Invitation to 
gOTemor, &o. 



Rbsoltbs relatiye to the obeervance of the Birthday of Washington. 

Whereas y It is essential to the union, peace and prosper- 
ity of our common country, that there should be a constant 
recurrence to the principles which lie at the foundation of a 
republican government, and to that end, that the parting 
advice of Washington, at the close of his public hfe, should 
be ever held in sacred remembrance ; therefore, 

Resolved^ That the two branches of the general court, 
will meet in convention, at twelve o'clock, meridian, on the 
twenty-second day of February, to commemorate the one 
hundred and twenty-fourth anniversary of the birthday of 
Washington. 

Resolved^ That the " Farewell Address " to the people of 
the United States, published on the fifteenth of September, 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-six, be read by the 
president of the convention. 

Resolved^ That his excellency the governor, his honor flie 
lieutenant-governor, the members of the executive councfl, 
the chaplains of the two branches, and the oflScers of the 
various departments of State, be invited to be present on 
that occasion, and unite in paying so just a tribute to the 
memory of George Washington. 
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Resolved^ That his excellency the commander-m-chief beN«<i<m»iiaiute. 
requested to order a national salute, at twelve o'clock, noon, 
on that day. [Approved by the Governor^ February 20, 
1856.] 

Resolte in favor of the Astor Library. Chop. 6. 

Resolved^ That the secretary of the Commonwealth cause ^SStltoSteJS" 
to be transmitted to the trustees of the Astor Library, !S<Sed to Astor 
located in the city of New York, for the use of said library, "**'~3r- 
one copy of each of the first five printed volumes of the 
general court records of Massachusetts, one copy each of 
the printed volumes of the records of the Colony of New 
Plymouth, and, as far as may be at the disposal of the sec- 
retary, a complete set of the general laws and resolves of 
the State, the reports of the boards of education and agri- 
culture, and of scientific, charitable and reformatory com- 
missions, and of the annual bound documents. [Approved 
by the Governor^ February 26, 1856.] 

Resolve relating to the Massaohnsetts Convention of 1788. Chup, 7. 

Resolvedj That the report of the proceedings of ^^^^J^^^^f 
Massachusetts Convention, of the year one thousand seven i^^tobepri^t. 
hundred and eighty-eight, be reprinted, under the direction ^' 
of the conunittee on the library ; that the same number be 
printed as of ordinary legislative documents ; and that one 
copy be furnished to each member of the executive and 
legblative departments of the government for the present 
pohtical year, [Approved by the Governor^ March 5, 1856.] 

Rbsolyb on the Petition of John L. Priest and others. Chap* 8. 

Resolvedj For reasons set forth in said petition, that John Aathoriaed to 
W. Hall, one of the persons named therein, administrator JJiSf***"'^ 
of the goods and estate of John P. Priest, with the will 
annexed, be, and he is hereby, autliorized to sell at public 
auction or private sale, and on such terms and conditions as 
he may think proper, the premises mentioned or referred to 
in said petition, being the parcel of land bounded north- 
easterly on Winter Street, in the city of Boston, in the 
county of Suffolk, the same premises which were con- 
veyed to said John P. Priest by Patrick T. Jackson, by deed 
bearing date the fourteenth day of June, in the year eight- 
een hundred and thirty-one, recorded in the registry of 
deeds for said county of Sufiblk, lib. three hundred fifty- 
three, fol. one hundred seventeen, — of which estate said 
John F. Priest died seized, — and upon any such sale of 
real estate, to make, acknowledge and deliver a good and 
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sufficient deed or deeds, for conveyance thereof to the ptir- 
chaser or purchasers, his or their heirs and assigns, in fee 
PwTtoo. simple : provided^ however^ that said Hall shall first give 

bond to the judge of probate for said county of SuflFolk for 
the time being, in such sum and with such surety or -sure- 
ties as he shall approve, conditioned faithfully to hold, 
account for, pay over and divide the net proceeds of such 
sale to and among the persons who are, or may be legally 
entitled thereto, under the last will and testament of said 
John P. Priest, and in the proportions which may belong to 
them respectively, under the provisions of said last will and 
testament [^Approved by the Governor^ March 10, 1856.] 

Chap* 9. Rbsoltb relatiog to the ManachuMtts Beoorda. 

S^u^iilSSJto Resolved, That the secretary of the Commonwealtli be 
to be printed, authorized to contract with William White, the present State 
printer, for the publication of an edition of the Massachu- 
setts Records, to be printed from the stereotype plates 
belonging to the Commonwealth, and to be ofiFered for sale 
'*«»^**»- to the public, at a reasonable price : provided^ that said 

William White will agree to supply members of the legisla- 
ture desiring copies, at the cost of printing ; and no charge 
shall be made by the Conunonwealth, for the use of the 
plates, if they are returned without damage or injury : and 
the printing and publication shall be executed without cost 
to the Commonwealth. [Approved by the Governor ^ March 
15, 1866.] 

Chap. 10. I^oi''^i5 ^^ favor of the Widow of John V. Low, late Asaistant-HeaBenger to 
"* * the Goyemor and Council, deceased. 

Put to widow of Whcrcas^ By a resolve of the legislature of the year one 
.Low. thousand eight hundred and fifty-five, chapter sixteen, John 
V. Low, formerly an assistant-messenger to the governor and 
council, for a period of forty-two years, was entitled to re- 
ceive, from the treasury of the Commonwealth, the same pay 
per dienty during said session, which he would have received 
had he been able to fulfil his duty as said assistant-messen- 
ger, he having been confined to his house by pulmonary con- 
sumption, said resolve entitling him to receive such pay for 
the " present year," to be paid at discretion of the governor 
and council ; and that not having drawn the whole amount 
during said term, a balance still remains unpaid ; therefore. 
Resolved^ That there be paid from the treasury of the 
Commonwealth, to Mrs. L. Low, vidow of said Low, now 
deceased, the balance that should have been paid during the 
year ono thousand eight hundred and fifty-five, upon said 
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resolTe, she giving her receipt for the same. [Approved by 
the Governor^ March 17, 1856.] 

Rbsolvbs on the Petition of the Selectmen of Marshpee. Chap, 1 1 . 

Resolved^ That there be appropriated and paid, from thesswadditionmi 
treasury of the Commonwealth, the sum of three hundred SSetS^SSi. 
and fifty dollars, m addition to five hundred dollars granted 
by the legislature of the year one thousand eight hundred 
and fifty-five, for the purpose of repairing the meeting-house 
at Marshpee, the said sum to be expended under the same 
conditions and restrictions as the previous aforesaid grant. 

Resolved^ That there be also appropriated and paid, from «2oof6rrepawng 
the treasury of the Commonwealth, the sum of two hundred"'****^*"***'"**' 
dollars, for the proprietors aforesaid, to make up a deficit in 
the repairs and enlargement of two school-houses in said 
district of Marshpee, the said sum to be expended under the 
conditions and restrictions aforesaid. [Approved by the 
Governor, March 21, 1856.] 

Rbsolyb relative to the enlargement of the State House. Chap, 1 2. 

Resolved, That his excellency the governor, with the f664.89ft)r6n- 
advice of the council, be authorized to draw his warrant gSSSfHSle."' 
upon the treasury, to an amoimt not exceeding the sum of 
five hundred and sixty-four dollars and eighty-nine one-hun- 
dredths, for the payment of such bills as have been incurred 
and are now outstanding, on account of the enlargement of 
the State House, after the same shall have been audited by 
the auditor of the Commonwealth. [Approved by the 
Governor, March 21, 1866.] 



RsaoLYBS on the Petition of Jared Benson and others. Chcip, 13. 

Resolved, For reasons set forth in said petition, that Ca- caieb Thayer au- 
leb Thayer, one of said petitioners be, and he hereby is, ^d^nw w" 
authorized to sell the personal property and outlands of theJ^J^iS"**"**^ 
late Jared Benson, mentioned in said petition, and convey the 
same, by proper deed or deeds, and invest and hold the 
proceeds thereof for the use and benefit of the devisees and 
legatees, named in the will of said Jared, in the same man- 
ner as the property itself would be holden imder the pro- 
visions of said will; said sales to be made in the same saies, how made. 
manner as is provided by law, for sales by administrators by 
license of court. 

Resolved, That tiie judge of probate for the county <^f SSThSSSoLS* 
Worcester, be authorized to appoint three conunissioners, to kc. 
make partition of the homestead of said Jared Benson, 
deceased, among the devisees thereof for life, and that the 
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share which shall be set to said devisees for life, respectively, 
shall, at their respectiye deaths, go to and become the sole 
property of such person or persons, as, by the terms of said 
will, would be entitled to the undivided share of such de- 
visee for life at his decease. And said commissioners shall 
execute and return said conmiission in the same manner as 
is provided for the settlement and partition of intestate 
estates. ^Approved by the Governor^ March 21, 1856.3 

Chap, 1 4. Rbbolvi on the Petition of the Oreneen of the Poor of the Town of Newbury. 

•sitotreMora- Resolvcd^ For the reasons set forth in said petition, that 
of Newbury. ^j^^^.^ \^q allowed and paid, out of the treasury of the Com- 
monwealth, to the treasurer of the town of Newbury, the 
sum of fifty-one dollars, and that the governor be requested 
to draw his warrant therefor. \^Approved by the Governor^ 
March 21, 1856.] 

Chap. 15. Rbsoltb on the Petition of James W. Kichardson. 

J^^jo^Jjj>«w- Resolved, For reasons set forth in said petition, that there 
be allowed and paid, out of the treasury of the Conunon- 
wealth, to James W. Richardson, the sum of three hundred 
dollars, and that the governor be authorized to draw his 
warrant accordingly. \^Approved by the Governor, March 
31, 1856.] 

Chap* 16. Rbsolyb concerning the Quartennaster- General's Department 

w^foTM- Resolved, That the sum of four thousand five hundred 
^^•Dt. and fifty dollars be, and the same is hereby, appropriated to 
defray the expenses of the quartermaster-general's depart- 
ment for the current year, and that warrants be drawn 
accordingly. [^Approved by the Governor, April 3, 1856.] 



Chap. 1 7. Hbsolte concerning the JToumals and Papers of the House of KepresentatiTes. 

•8,000 ftnr Index- Rcsolvcd, That the clcrk of this house cause to be com- 
•• ofjoarnaiiand pj^|;^^ uuder liis supcrvisiou, at an expense not exceeding 
three thousand dollars, the general index of the journals of 
the house of representatives, up to the close of the present 
session ; and also to prepare a catalogue of the papers on 
file in liie house, and msike an index to the same, similar to 
the indexes and catalogues of the senate, and that the gov- 
ernor be authorized to draw his warrants for the payment of 
the expenses of the same accordingly. [Approved by th€ 
Governor, April 6, 1856.] 
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Rbboltb on the Petition of the Society of the Cincinnati of MassachuBetts. Chdp, 18. 

Resolved^ That the secretary of the Commonwealth be, Books to be kept 
and he hereby is, authorized to receive from the Society of JJ^m^^Sth!*' 
the Cincinnati of Massachusetts, such books and documents 
as they may place in his charge, — and to keep the same 
with the archives of the Commonwealth, subject always to 
the order and control of the said society. I Approved by the 
Governor y April 5, 1856.] 

Rbboltb in faTor of the Town of Wilmington. Chap, 19. 

Resolved^ That there be allowed and paid, out of the ^•^"'^JJg^' 
school fund of this Commonwealth, to the treasurer of the fimd. ** 
town of Wilmington, the sum of thirty dollars and twenty- 
four cents, being the amount of that town's proportion of 
the school fund for the year one thousand eight hundred 
and fifty-five, less ten per cent. ; and that the governor be 
authorized to draw his warrant accordingly. [Approved by 
the Governor^ April 5, 1866.] 

Rbsolyb in faTor of the Herring Pond Indians. Chap. 20. 

Resohedj That, for reasons set forth in the petition, there f^*"°"^;^**' 
be allowed and paid, oiit of the school fund of this Common- pJn ofMhooi"'*" 
wealth, to the treasurer of the Herring Pond Indians, the 
sum of sixty dollars annually, for the term of five succes- 
sive years, to aid in the support of the school among the . 
Herring Pond Indians ; and that a warrant be drawn there- 
for, from time to time, accordingly. And it shall be the 
duty of the treasurer aforesaid, in each year, to make a 
return of the condition of the school, and of the moneys 
expended therein, in the form prescribed in the act providing 
for the distribution of the income of the Massachusetts 
School Fund. [Approved by the Govennor, April 7, 1856.] 

Rbsolyb in faTor of the Town of Berlin. Chap. 2 1 . 

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid, out of the J^-^^^pjJJ^ 
school fund of this Commonwealth, to the treasurer of the rti^d. ^ ^ ^ 
town of Berlin, the sum of forty dollars and thirty-eight 
cents, being the amount due said town as their proportion 
of the school fund for the year one thousand eight himdred 
and fifty-five, less ten per cent. ; and that the governor be 
authorized to draw his warrant therefor accordingly. [Ap- 
proved by the Governor, April 7, 1856.] 
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Chap. 22. Rbsolyes relatiye to a Scientific Surrey of Boston Hatbor. 

BeimtiTetosar- Whcreos, The absolutc necessity of good harbors for a 
uLh^.^'^'' commercial nation to sustain its foreign and coasting trade, 
and to provide for the uses of its navy, makes it of fiie first 
importance that no effort should be spared to protect, pre- 
serve and improve the harbors upon ouj coast ; and whereas, 
the great facilities of the harbor of Boston, for these several 
purposes, renders it imperative that every measure should 
be adopted to perpetuate and improve these advantages, and 
that nothing should be done which would impair its present 
condition for usefulness ; therefore, 
^npMs request- Resolved. That the congress of the United States be 
▼ey,kc. respectfully requested to direct a scientific survey to be 

made of the harbor of Boston, by a competent board of 
engineers, witl\ authority to said board to proceed at oncoin 
the execution of that duty, with full powers to receive evi- 
dence, and to make all needful inquiries to enable them to 
present in their report well defined views of the character 
and condition of the harbor, and the means of preserving 
and improving the same, which can be made a reliable basis 
for all future legislative action with reference to structures 
that may, at any time hereafter, be projected about its shores 
or estuaries. 
2SiiS!^°° **' J^solved, That his excellency the governor be requested 
to transmit a copy of the foregoing preamble and resolution, 
to the senators and representatives of Massachusetts in the 
national congress, with a request to them to use all honora- 
ble means to secure the legislation therein recommended. 
[Approved by the Governor^ April 8, 1856.] 



Chap. 23. Bj£Solyi in addition to the Resolve relating to the Massachuaetta Coayention 
'^ of 1788. 

Sme^ &c*°Sf Resolved^ That In the reprint of the report of the pro- 
1788. ' ' ceedings of the Massachusetts Convention, of one thousand 
seven hundred and eighty-eight, there shall be included the 
official journal of the convention, now in the archives of the 
State ; and such other documents relating to the subject, as, 
in the opinion of the committee on the library, may be nec- 



ly l> 
6] 



essary. {^Approved by the Governor y April 8, 185' 
Chap. 24. Resolyb in favor of the Town of Belchertown. 

J^^crfVSSi Resolved y That there be allowed and paid, out of the 
ftMMi. school fund of this Commonwealth, to the treasurer of the 

town of Belchertown, the sum of one hundred and twenty- 
eight dollars and ninety-two cents, being the amount due 
said town, as their proportion of the school fund for the year 
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eighteen hundred and fifty-five ; and that a warrant be drawn 
therefor accordingly. ^Approved by the Governor^ April 8, 
1856.] 

Rbsolyb on the Petition of Charles Scudder. Chap. 25. 

Resolved, For reasons'set forth in said petition, that the g^^ <^«JJ«j 
Commonwealth hereby releases to Charles Scudder, of Bos-MuUinBorton. 
ton ; Charles A. Cate, and Jane E. A. Gate, of Castine, in 
the State of Maine ; Mary Ann Walker, wife of James B. R. 
Walker, of Holyoke, and Lucy M. Perkins, wife of Charles 
E. Perkins, of Hartford, in the State of Connecticut, all its 
right, title and interest acquired by escheat or otherwise, in 
estate numbered sixty-seven, on Bedford Street, in the city 
of Boston, as described in the deed of Drury M. Marshall 
and Francis A. Sawyer, to Thomas Adams, recorded with 
Suffolk deeds, book four hundred and thirty-four, page forty- 
six. \^Approved by the Governor, April 8, 1856.] 

Rbsolyb in favor of the State Reform School for Girls. Chap. 26. 

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid, out of the •Mooforiurai- 
treasury of the Commonwealth, to the commissioners under 
the resolves of April twelfth, eighteen hundred and fifty-four, 
the sum of five thousand dollars, for the purpose of procur- 
ing necessary furniture for the buildings provided for said 
school, at Lancaster, and preparing the same for the recep- 
tion of girls ; and that the governor be authorized to draw 
his warrant therefor accordingly. [Approved by the Gov- 
ernor, April 14, 1856.] 

Kesolvb in relation to the State Library. Chap. 27. 

Resolved, Tliat the new library-room in the State House 5?j^*^bSl5r* 
be furnished and fitted for use, imder the direction of the 
trustees of the State library, at an expense not exceeding 
three thousand dollars; which sum shall be allowed and 
paid out of the treasury, to be expended under the direction 
of the said trustees, who are hereby authorized to apply to 
the purchase of books for the library, any balance which may 
remain after furnishing tlie room ; and his excellency the 
governor is authorized to draw his warrant accordingly. 
[Approved by the Governor, April 15, 1856.] 

RxsoLVB on the Petition of the Guardian of the Chappequiddio Indians and Chap. 28. 

others. 

Resolved, That for reasons set forth in said petition, there •iManmuoiy, 

be allowed and paid, out of the school fund of this Common- J^ ^JpST^J 

wealth, to the guardian of the Chappequiddio and Christian- ■^^^• 

34 
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town Indians, the sum of one hundred and four dollars 
annually, for the term of five successive years, to aid in tlie 
support of the schools among the said Indians, and thst 
warrants be drawn therefor, from time to time, accordingly. 
^Approved by the Governor j April 15, 1866.] 



Farther Ml*. 



Chap. 29. Rbsoltb on the Petitioii of Bdward Blake to mU Reel Estete. 

TriMtit •j*^ Resolved, For the reasons set forth in the petition of 
uini«aett»te^ Edward Blake, trustee, that he be, and he is, hereby author- 
ized and empowered to convey to John Wiley Edmands, of 
Newton, in the county of Middlesex, Esquire, his heirs and 
assigns, all that piece or parcel of land, with the buildings 
thereon, situated in Chardon Street, in Boston, in the county 
of Suffolk, particularly described in said petition, or to suck 
other person or persons as may be entitled to a conveyance 
thereof, pursuant to the provisions of the lease of the prem- 
ises set forth in said petition: provided, that payment 
therefor shall be made according to the provisions of said 
lease ; and that in case neither said Edmands, nor any one 
claiming under said lease, shall elect to purchase said prem- 
ises, that said Blake be authorized to sell the same at public 
or private sale for cash or on credit ; and that said Blake be 
authorized to convey said premises in fee simple, discharged 
from all trusts and liability for the application of the pur- 
chase money ; and further, that said Blake be, and he is 
hereby, authorized to sell the land and the dwelling-liouses 
thereon, situated in Seabury Place, in said Boston, particularly 
described in said petition, at public auction, for cash or on 
credit, and that said Blake be authorized to convey said 
premises in fee simple, discharged from all trusts and liabil- 
ity for the application of the purchase money : provided^ 
however, that said Blake shall first give such bond with 
sureties to the judge of probate for the time being, of the 
county of Suffolk, as the said judge shall approve, with con- 
dition faithfully to pay and divide the net proceeds of the 
sale of said land in Chardon Street to and among the several 
persons entitled to the same under the trust indenture 
named in said petition ; and that the net proceeds of the 
sale of the said land and the dwelling*houses, situated in 
said Seabury Place, be kept on interest, and Applied to the 
payment of the annuities under said indenture ; and that at 
the death of the annuitants, the fund shall be distributed 
among the several persons wiio may be entitled to the same 
under said indenture. [Approved by the Governor, April 
17, 1856.] 



ProTteo. 
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HasoLYS on the Petition of Semnd Jienniion, Jr., Guardian. Chap, 30. 

Resolved^ For reasons set forth in the said petition, that ooaitUanMithor- 
the j)Ower and authority conferred upon said guardian by titi^&J^llShn 
virtue of the resolves of the legislature of said Common- ^^5S?n^' 
wealth, passed on the seventh day of May, in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-one, and on the twelfth 
day of April, in the year one tliousand eight hundred and 
fift^three, be so extended, that the said Jennison be, and he 
is hereby, authorized and empowered to sell and convey the 
right, title, interest and estate of Jolui and Frank T. Rich- 
ardson, named in said resolves, or of either of them, in and 
to any part of the lands in said resolves described, in as full 
and ample a manner as the said guardian has been hereto- 
fore autiborized thereby : providedy however ^ that said guar- Bond to judge of 
dian shall first give bond to the judge of probate for the p"^*****- 
county of Middlesex, with good and suflBcient surety or 
sureties, to be approved by the said judge, with condition 
that the said guardian shall faithfully execute the power 
herein granted, and shall render to the said court an account, 
on oath, of the proceeds of all sales under this resolve, with- 
in one year from the times of such sales repectively, and at 
such other times as said judge of probate may direct, and 
shall apply and invest such proceeds, and account for and 
pay over the same when required, and according to law, and 
discharge his trust in relation to the premises faithfully, for 
the best interest ofJiis said wards; and provided, further yWhBatotwmu 
that when the principal sums derived from such sales of the SSiJdw^**^ 
interest and estate of the said John Richardson, shall amount 
(exclusive of interest accruing thereon) to the sum of five 
tibousand dollars, over and above the sum limited by said 
jwrevious resolves, then this power and authority, so far as 
relates to said estate of said John Richardson, shall termi- 
nate ; and provided, that when the principal sums derived ^^^^^^^^l^ 
from such sales of the interest and estate of said Frank T. t. Biohftrdaon. 
Richardson, shall amount (exclusive of interest accruing 
thereon) to the sum of ten thousand dollars, over and above 
the sum limited by said previous resolves, then this power 
and authority, so far as relates to the estate of said Frank T. 
Richardson, shall terminate. {^Approved by the Oovemor, 
April 19, 1856.] 

EssoLVB upon the Petition of William Sohier, Cyrus, and Hannah P. Mason. Chap. 31. 

Resolved, For the reasons set forth in said petition, that Authori»dto 
the power and authority given in chapter fourteenth of the SSiSteJfuid. 
resolves passed in the year eighteen hundred and fifty-five, 
to William Sohier, of Boston, as trustee under the will of 
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the late Edward Tuckennan, of Boston, to mortgage certain 
lands therein described, for the purposes therein mentioned, 
be, and the same is hereby, extended so as to authorize and 
empower the said Sohier, as such trustee, and his successors 
and successor in office for the aforesaid purposes, to mort- 
gage the said estate or estates, or either of them, for any 
sum not exceeding twenty-five thousand dollars in the 
whole, by a mortgage or mortgages, payable at any tinae or 
times that may be agreed on with any mortgagee or mort- 
gagees, and to cancel, modify and renew the mortgage or 
mortgages whenever he may think it expedient so to do ; 
but to reserve out of the income of said estates, over and 
above the interest of said mortgage and mortgages, two 
thousand dollars per annum, instead of one thousand dol- 
lars, as required in the aforesaid resolve, toward the payment 
of the principal sum. [Approved by the Governor^ April 
19, 1856.] 

Chap. 32. Resolve relative to Repairs and Famiture for the State House. 

f 17,172.80 for w- Mesolvedy That his excellency the governor, witli the 
Kro "'sutT*' advice and consent of the council, be authorized to draw his 
Hooae. warrauts upon the treasury, to tin amount not exceeding the 

sum of seventeen thousand one hundred and seventy-two 
dollars and eighty cents, for the payment of such bills as 
have been incurred and are now outstanding, for repairs and 
furniture for the State House, under a joint order of both 
branches of the legislature, of the fourteenth day of Feb- 
ruary, in the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five, 
and chapters eighty-one and eighty-seven of the resolves of 
the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five, after the 
same shall have been audited by the auditor of the Com- 
monwealth. [Approved by the Governor j April 25, 1866.] 

Chap. 33. R^OLVES concerning the Annual Report of the Secretary of the Board of 
-* * ' Agriculture. 

i^^**?uo*bi Resolved^ That the clerk of the senate, for the time being, 

printSr be authorized and directed to cause to be printed, annually, 

before the meeting of the legislature, or as soon thereafter 

as may be, ten thousand copies of the Annual Report of the 

Secretary of the Board of Agriculture, and that he cause 

the same to be numbered four of the senate documents. 

2|W0^^2jhifor Resolvedy That two thousand copies of said report be 

' ^' reserved for the use of the legislature, and that the residue 

be placed at the disposal of the secretary of the board of 

agriculture. [Approved by the Governor^ April 30, 1866.] 
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Bbsolte in favor of the Indians of Gay Head. ChCLD. 34. 

Resolved^ That there be allowed and paid, out of the school ^^^^^'^ 
fund of this Commonwealth, to Leavitt Thaxter, Esq., of portof Khooi* 
Edgartown, the sum of sixty dollars annually, for the term 
of fiTe years, to be applied to the support of schools among 
the Indians of Gay Head : and the governor is authorized 
to draw his warrant therefor, from time to time, accordingly. 
\^Approved by the Governor^ April 30, 1856.] 

RB80I.YE on the Petition of Charles Brigham. ChdO. 35. 

Resolved^ That, for the reasons set forth in said petition, $66.29 »uow«i. 
there be allowed and paid, out of the treasury of the Com- 
monwealth, to Charles Brigham, the sum of fifty-six dollars 
and twenty-nine cents, and that the governor be authorized 
to draw his warrant accordingly. [Approved by the Gov- 
ernor, April 30, 1856.] 

Kbsolyb on the Petition of Lewis Aiken. Chcip, 36. 

Resolved, That, for the reasons set forth in said petition, «eooauow»d. 
there be allowed and paid out of the treasury of the Com- 
monwealth, to Lewis Aiken, the sum of six hundred dol- 
lars; and that the governor be authorized to draw his 
warrant accordingly. [Approved by the Gvvernor, May 1, 
1866.] 

Kesolte granting Taxes for the several Counties. Chap. 3 i . 

Resolved, That the sums placed against the names of the samii 
several counties in the following schedule be, and hereby 
are, granted as a tax for each county, Vespectively ; to be 
assessed, paid, collected and applied, according to law, 
namely : — 

Essex — ^Ninety-eight thousand four hundred dollars. 

Middlesex — Eighty-three thousand two hundred sixty-four 
dollars. 

Norfolk — ^Fifty-five thousand dollars. 

Bristol — Fifty thousand dollars. 

Plymouth — Twenty thousand dollars. 

Worcester — Seventy-five thousand dollars. 

Hampden — Thirty thousand five hundred dollars. 

Hampshire — Twenty thousand dollars. 

Berkshire — Twenty-two thousand dollars. 

Barnstable — ^Eight thousand five hundred and fifty dol- 
lars. 

Franklin — Eighteen thousand dollars. 

Dukes — ^Three thousand five hundred dollars. [Approved 
by the Governor, May 1, 1866.] 
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Chap, 38. Rbsolyb in favor of the Town of Sonthbridge. 

$186.18 M OTo- Resolved^ That there be allowed and paid, out of the 
^rtton of w ooi g^j^Q^j f^j^^j ^f ^|^jg Commonwealth, to the treasurer of Ibe 

town of Southbridge, the sum of one hundred and tiiirty-six 
dollars and eighteen cents, being the amount due said town, 
as its proportion of the school fund for the year eighteen 
hundred and fifty-five, and that a warrant be drawn therefor 
accordingly. [^Approved by the Governor^ May 1, 1866.] 

Chap, 39. Rbsoltbs concerning a Breakwater at Cape May. 

Senators and np- Resolvcd^ bij the Senate and House of Representatives of 
^"ap^ropr^ the Commonwealth of Massachusetts ^ That our senators and 
ation. representatives in congress be requested to use their utmost 

exertions to obtain, during the present or the next session 
of congress, an appropriation for the commencement of a 
breakwater harbor on Crow Shoal, in the Delaware Bay, 
near Cape May. 
Secretory to for- Rcsolved, That tlio sccrctary of the Commonwealth be 
wardcopiei. directed to forward to each of our senators and representa- 
tives in congress, a copy of these resolves. 
cteTemor to com- Resolved, That the governor of this State be requested 
mmikate action, ^^ communicatc the action of this legislature to the gov- 
ernor of New Jersey. [Approved by the Governor^ May 1, 
1856.] 

Chap, 40. Resolves concerning the Journals and Papers of the House of KepresentatiTes. 
Clerk to complete Resolved^ That tlic clcrk of the house of representatives 
iS2r catSio^ for the time beings cause to be completed, under his super- 
^^- vision, the general index of the journals of the house up to 

the close of the present session, and also prepare a catalogue 
of the papers on file in the house, and make an index of the 
same similar to the indexes and catalogues of the senate ; 
the whole expense of the work hereby authorized to be done, 
not to exceed the sum of three thousand dollars ; and Uie 
governor is hereby authorized to draw his warrant, for tlie 
payment of the expenses already incurred in the work afore- 
said, under the resolve relating thereto, approved April 
fifth, eighteen hundred and fifty-six. And tiie governor is 
further authorized, as said work progresses, to draw his war- 
rant for paying the expenses of the same in monthly pay- 
ments, 
^•i'^' Resolved^ That the resolve concerning the journals and 

papers of the house of representatives, approved April fifth, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-six, be, and hereby is, repealed, 
[Approved by the Governor^ May 8, 1856.] 
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Rbsolyb in relation to the Estate of Nahum Capen. ChuV. 41. 

Whereas^ By deed of mortgage, dated the tenth day of luuting to fow- 
February, eighteen hundred and forty-six, and recorded in ^^^^i^i^^^. 
the registry of deeds for the county of Norfolk, lib. one 
hundred and sixty-two, fol. sixty-nine, one Nahum Capen 
conveyed to Joseph Barrett, the then treasurer and receiver- 
general of this Commonwealth, a certain tract and parcel of 
land situate in Dorchester, in said county of Norfolk, as by 
reference to said deed of mortgage will fully appear ; said 
deed of mortgage having been given to secure the payment 
of the principal and interest of the two promissory notes 
and debt therein described ; and whereas^ the consideration 
mentioned in said deed is described as having been paid by 
said Barrett, " acting on behalf of the Western Railroad 
Loan Sinking Fund," while he, said Barrett, was, in point 
of fact, as it is believed, acting, in taking said mortgage, on 
behalf of the Western Railroad Stock Sinking Fund ; and 
whereas^ subsequently to the time of taking said mortgage, 
an open and peaceable entry into and upon the premises 
described in said deed of mortgage, was made by Jacob H. 
Loud, treasurer and receiver-general of said Connnon wealth, 
for breach of the condition of said mortgage, and for the 
purpose of foreclosing the right of redemption ; and lahere- 
asy doubts have arisen as to the proper and effectual method 
of assigning the real estate and premises conveyed by said 
deed of mortgage, said deed of mortgage itself, and the 
notes and debt thereby secured, together with the benefit 
and advantage of said entry for breach of condition ; there- 
fore. 

Resolved, If approved by the governor and coimcil, that ^jjjww ^w- 
on the receipt of the sum of money which shall be found to catedMdofm^ 
be legally due on the notes secured by said deed of mort-'**™"*"^**^ 
gage, Moses Tenney, Jr., the treasurer and receiver-general 
of this Commonwealth, or such other person as shall be the 
treasurer and receiver-general for the time being be, and he 
hereby is, fully authorized to assign, transfer and set over to 
any person or persons whomsoever, the real estate and prem- 
ises conveyed by said deed of mortgage, said deed of mort- 
gage itself, and the notes and debt thereby secured, together 
with the benefit and advantage of the said entry for breach 
of the condition of said mortgage, and for the purpose of 
foreclosing the right of redemption ; said assignment to be 
made subject to the right of any person or persons (if any 
such right there be) to redeem said real estate ; and said 
deed of assignment to be made and execfated in the name 
of the Commonwealth, under its seal, and to be acknowl- 
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edged as its deed, by said treasurer and receiver-general ; 
and said deed, when so executed and acknowledged, aad 
when delivered, shall be amply sufficient to pass and convey 
every thing as aforesaid, intended to be assigned thereby. 
^Approved by the Governor, May 3, 1856.] 

Chap, 42. I^OLTB concerning the pay of the Messengers and Pages of the two brandies 
^* * of the Legislature. 

MetMDgen and Resolvcdy Tliat tlic sergcant-at-arms be authorized to 
^**^ appoint such persons as messengers and pages to the two 

branches of the legislature, during its sessions, as tlie pre- 
siding officers of the two houses shall, respectively, approve. 
'compniMtkMi. And the persons heretofore appointed to act as messengers 
and pages, during the present session, with the approval of 
said presiding officers, shall be paid in the same manner as 
the door-keepers are now paid under the existing laws. 
[^Approved by the Governor j May 3, 1856.] 

Chap, 43. Rbsolvb on the Petition of Henrj Dennis, of Rockport. 

884.47 »uow«d. Resolved, That, for reasons set forth in the petition, there 
be allowed and paid, out of the treasury of the Common- 
wealth, to Henry Dennis, of Rockport, the sum of thirty-four 
dollars and forty-seven cents, and the governor is hereby 
authorized to draw his warrant accordingly. [^Approved by 
the Governor, May 5, 1856.] 

Chap, 44. Resolve on the Petition of Sherbum F. Morey. 

•28.27 »uow«d. Resolved, That, for reasons set forth in said petition, there 
be allowed and paid out of the treasury of the Conmion- 
wealth, to Sherburn F. Morcy, of Gloucester, the sum of 
twenty-three dollars and twenty-seven cents, and the gov- 
ernor is hereby authorized to draw his warrant accordingly. 
[^Approved by the Governor, May 6, 1856.] 

Chap^ 45. Rbsolyb in favor of George Lane, a Constable of the Town of Gloucester. 

t86aiiow«d. Resolved, That, for reasons set forth in the petition of 

George Lane, a constable of the town of Gloucester, there be 
allowed and paid, out of the treasury of the Commonwealth, 
to the said Lane, the sum of thirty-six dollars ; and that the 
governor be autliorized to draw his warrant accordin^y. 
\Approved by the Governor, May 5, 1856.] 
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Re^olybs further to postpone the operation of chapter fifty-three of ResolyeB ChdV. 46. 
of eighteen hundred and fifty- five. 

Resolved J That the operation of the resolve of the general 2Kr"of *wm 
court, approved by the governor May fourth, eighteen hun- postponed, 
dred and fifty-five, entitled *' Resolve declaring when certain 
lands in the State of Maine shall become forfeited to this 
Commonwealth," be further suspended upon the following 
conditions : On the payment of one-third of the principal 
and interest due, on the notes given for any tract of land, 
and advertised by the land agent, pursuant to the require- 
ments of said resolve, to be made on or before the first day 
of January, in the year one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-seven, the forfeiture of said land shall be postponed one 
year from the said first day of * January ; and on payment of 
one-half of the principal and interest remaining due on said 
notes, on or before the first day of January, in the year one 
thoxisand eight hundred and fifty-eight, the forfeiture of said 
land shall again be postponed for one year ; and on payment 
of the balance of principal and interest remaining due on 
said notes, the other conditions of the deed having been per- 
formed, the title of the purchaser under the deed shall 
become absolute. If any such payments shall fail to be 
made, in manner and at the timps aforesaid, the land shall 
be declared forfeited, in manner provided in said resolve : 
provided^ that if any timber shall be cut from any township Proruo. 
or tract of land, for which any of the afore described notes 
were given, the stumpage on the same shall be fully paid, 
and the amount endorsed on the notes given for the town- 
ships or tract from which it was so taken ; and if the stump- 
age is not so paid, then the township or tract, from which 
said lumber was so cut, shall not be • saved from forfeiture, 
but the same shall be forfeited in manner provided in said 
resolve. Tlie time for the payment of stumpage shall be 
the first day of November in each year. 

Resolved^ That if any part owner of any tract of land, or Part ownew, pay- 
any mortgagee thereof, fails to pay his proportion of the prin- Si, tfb^SS- 
cipal and interest, to be paid, as by the foregoing resolve J^^JJ^ ^^^ 
provided, on the first day of January, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight himdred and fifty-seven, any other part 
owner, or mortgagee, who on that day pays his part of said 
principal and interest, may, on the second day of January, 
in the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-seven, pay 
to the land agent the sum which was required to be paid on 
the first day of said January, by said delinquent part owner: 
and the part owner, so paying, shall be considered the pur- 
chaser of the interest in the land forfeited by such delinquent 
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part owner, and shall have the right to complete ttie pay- 
ments for the whole in the manner in the aforesaid resolve 
provided ; and having so done, shall be entitled to a deed of 
the interest in the land forfeited by said delinquent part 
owner. No payment, made by any part owner, shall save 
from forfeiture any part of the lands, unless the same so left 
unpaid by the delinquent part owner, is paid, and the land 
Twoormow part purchased in the manner before provided. If there are two 
2S^ ^l or more part owners, who desire to pay their own shares of 
such sums, and to* unite in paying the shares of such delin- 
quent part o^vner, they may do so, and shall be entitled each 
to his proportion of the forfeited interest of such delinquent 
part owner, in proportion to Jfcheir several interests. {^Ap- 
proved by the Governor^ May 5, 1856.] 

Chap, 47. Rbsoltei relating to Woodworth's Planing Machine. 

Pfttontiawf. Whereas^ We believe the true object of our patent laws 

to be, protection to the inventor, and not the establishment of 
a monopoly in the hands of speculators in patents, that may 
tax the industrial, pursuits of the country, without render- 
ing an equivalent ; and whereas^ we believe the renewal a 
second time of the patent on Woodworth's Planing Machine, 
woulj^ be a violation of the spirit and design of our patent 
laws, and fix an unjust and oppressive tax on the mechanical 
pursuits of the country ; therefore, 

Brf»ttT«toWood- Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts^ That our senators and 
representatives in congress be requested to use all honorable 
means in their power, to prevent the renewal of said patent, 
upon the application of William W. Wood worth, or any 
other person m his befialf. 

Trmiwmkrion of Resolvedj That tlic govcmor of the Commonwealth be 

"~^ requested to forward copies of the foregoing preamble and 

resolution to our senators and representatives in congress. 
{Approved by the Governor, May 8, 1856.] 

Chap 48 ^^^^^^ authorizing the Treasurer and Receiver- General to release and quit- 
"' ' claim to Enos Clark, Jr., certain Lands in Northampton. 

Tr«tfu»rtoquit- Resolvedj That for reasons set forth in the petition of 
uiSSS to*iSoJ Enos Clark, Jr., the treasurer and receiver-genefal is hereby 
ciwpk, Jr. authorized to release and quitclaim to said Clark, his heirs 
and assigns, that portion of the real estate, situated in North- 
ampton, described in said petition, and which was erroneously 
embraced in tlie deed of said Clark to the commissioners 
acting in behalf of said Commonwealth, imder the act passed 
May twenty-first, eighteen hundred and fifty-five, entitled 
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" An Act to establish a Hospital for Insane in Western Mas- 
sachusetts," which deed bears date the third day of Septem- 
ber, eighteen hundred and fifty-five. \_Approved by the 
Governor, May 13, 1856.] 

Resolvb in aid of the State Hospitals at Rainsford Island and Taunton. Chdp* 49. 

Resolved, That the sum of thirteen thousand dollars be, •18,000 to state 
and the same is, hereby appropriated, to be applied by the ^d^A^d uand 
inspectors of the State Hospitals at Ramsford Island and '^^ '"^**«*' 
Taunton, in the following manner, to wit : — To the State 
Hospital at Rainsford Island, the sum of five thousand dol- 
lars, for the purposes of erecting an addition to the hospital 
for males, to build wood and coal sheds, for furniture and 
repairs, and for grading grounds around new hospital ; to 
the State Lunatic Hospital at Taunton, the sum of eight 
thousand dollars, for the purposes of ventilating, heating 
and repairs, and that the governor draw liis wan^ants accord- 
ingly. [Approved by the Governor, May 18, 1856.] 

Resolve on the Petition of William Oreenleaf, to pay over certain Trust Chap. 50. 

Funds. 

Resolved, For the reasons set forth in the petition of ^^*JJ»^J- 
William Greenleaf, executor and trustee, that he is hereby &e. 
authorized and empowered to pay to the children of Austin 
Harrington, late of the county of Worcester, deceased, to 
each child, his or her just proportion of any and all funds, 
which he, the said William Greenleaf, holds, either as execu- 
tor or trustee of the estate of Lucre tia Harrington, late of 
Worcester, deceased ; and the receipt of said children, upon 
such payment, shall bar effectually, all claims of said children 
against the said William Greenleaf, arising, or growing out 
of any of the provisions in the last will of the said Lucretia 
Harrington. [^Approved by the Governor, May 13, 1856.] 

Resolve on the Petition of Alfred H. Porter. Chap, 5 1 . 

Resolved, For reasons set forth in the said petition, that»8ootoAiftwiH. 
there be allowed and paid, out of the treasury of the Com- 
monwealth, to Alfred H. Porter, the sum of three hundred 
dollars, and that the governor be authorized to draw his 
warrant therefor accordingly. {^Approved by the Governor, 
May 13, 1856.] 

Resolve on the Petition of Patrick Boise, to sell Real Estate. Chap, 62. 

Resolved, For the reasons set forth in the petition of^^^L^^toj 
Patrick Boise, administrator, that he be, and he is, hereby oonTeyrMi^t. 
authorized and empowered, to convey, in fe^ simple, either *^' 
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by contract or at public auction, the real estate of which 
JeruBha Phelps, late of Westfield, in the county of Hamp- 
den, deceased, died seized and possessed of: provided^ how- 
ever j that said Boise shall first give such bond, with sureties, 
to the judge of probate of the county of Hampden, as the 
said judge shall approve, with condition to pay over the pro- 
ceeds of said sale to the legal heirs of the said Jerusha 
Phelps. [Approved by the Governor^ May 13, 1856.] 

Chap. 53. lUsoLVR on the Petition of Nathaniel Api^eton and others, relatiTe to the 

Salem Charitable Marine Society. 

NotiMorowet. Resolved^ For reasons set fortli in said petition, that said 
*"*' Nathaniel Appleton be, and he is hereby, authorized to call 

a meeting of the Salem Charitable Marine Society, by. caus- 
ing a notice of the time, and place, and object of such meet- 
ing, to be published three weeks successively, in the Salem 
Gazette, a newspaper printed in the city of Salem, the last 
publication to be inserted one, week at least, before the time 
TnuMforer prop- of such meeting. Said society is hereby authorized to elect 
•^' a receiver, and to empower him to withdraw all moneys 

standing to the credit of said society, in any bank, and to 
pay over the same to the Seamen's Widow and Orphan 
Association, and also to transfer to said Seamen's Widow 
and Orphan Association, all stocks standing in the name of 
the first named society, which property so paid over and 
transferred, shall be held by the last named association, 
upon the trusts contemplated in it* iict xyf incorporation. 
[Approved by the Governor ^ May 18, 1856.} 

Chap. 54. Rbsoltb on the Petition of Teirksbnry and OaldwelL 

•anauowwi. Resolvedy For reasons set fortli in said petition, that there 
be allowed and paid, out of tlie tfea^l-y of the Conimon- 
wealth, to Tewksbury and Oaldwell, &e sum of three 
hundred and ninety-two dollars, and that the governor be 
authorized to draw his warrant therefor accordingly. [Ap- 
jproved by the Oovemor^ May 13, 1856.] 

Chap. 55. Rbsoltb in f«Tor of the Town of Boxfoid. 

§48.87 M pio- Resolvedy That there be alloM^d and paid, out of the 
|^<mof toSooi g^iiool fund of this Omnmonwcaltlr, to the treasiirer of the 
town of Boxford, the sum of forty-three dollars and thirty- 
seven cents, being the amount due said town, as its propor- 
tion of the school fund for the year eighteen hundred and 
fifty-five, less ten per cent., and tlmt the governor be author- 
ized to drav^ his warrant therefoi^ accordtogly. [Approved 
by the Governor, Mof/ 13, 1SS6.] 
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Rbsoltb in favor of the State Industrial School for Girls. Chdp. 56. 

Resolvedj That the sum of eight thousand dollars be, and s8,oooft>r8ap- 
the same is hereby, appropriated, to be applied by the trustees "*"**' 
of the State Industrial School for Girls, for the purpose of 
furnishing supplies for the support of the inmates of said 
institution, and that the governor draw his warrants accord- 
ingly. [Approved by the Governor j May 16, 1856.] 

Rbsolyb in fayor of the State Almshouses. Chap, 57. 

Resolved^ That the sum of fifteen thousand and two hun- »i5,2oo to state 
dred dollars be, and the same is hereby, appropriated to be SSSSSS^Md 
applied by the inspectors of the several State Almshouses, in ^ridgcwater. 
the following manner, to wit : to the State Almshouse at 
Tewksbury, the sum of five thousand dollars, for the pur- 
poses of purchasing and erecting an engine and boiler, and for 
alterations and repairs of buildings ; to the State Almshouse 
at Bridgewater, the sum of three thousand seven hundred 
dollars, for the erection of barn, sheds, fencing, and painting 
buildings ; to the State Almshouse at Monson, the sum of 
six thousand five hundred dollars, to pay debts contracted 
the past year, finish the third story of the building, and for 
repairs ; and that the governor draw his warrants accord- 
ingly. [Approved by the Governor, May 16, 1856.] 

Rbsolte concoming the Artificial Propagation of Fish. Chap, 58. 

Resolved, That his excellency the governor, with the Proptg^tionof 
advice of the council, be authorized to appoint three com- ^^' 
missioners, whose duty it shall be to ascertain and report, to 
the next general ijourt, such facts respecting the artificial 
propagation of fish, as may tend to show the practicability 
and expediency of introducing the same into this Common- 
wealth, under the protection of law; and said commissioners 
shall keep an account of their actual expenses in executing 
this commission, to be duly audited and allowed by the 
governor and council, and paid by warrant upon the treas- 
ury, duly drawn for that purpose by the governor: provided, 
however, that the amount does not exceed one thousand 
dollars. [Approved by the Governor, May 16, 1856.] 

Bjssolyb on the Petition of Clem Jenkins, for leave to inherit certain Real Estate. Chap. 5 9 . 
Resolved, For reasons set forth in said petition, that said ntie ettabushed. 
Clem Jenkins be, and he is hereby, authorized to take, hold 
and dispose of the real estate mentioned and described in 
said petition, free and clear of any and all claim wliich this 
Commonwealth may have thereto, by reason of the death of 
James N. Johnson, without legal heirs. [Approvedjby the 
Governor^ May 19, 1856.] 
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Chap. 60. Rbsolyss conceming the Attomey-General't Oi&ce 

f 1,000 annually, Resolvedy That there be allowed and paid to the attorney- 
Mci**"*^ *****^ general of the Commonwealth, a sum not exceeding one 

thousand dollars annually, for such clerical assistance as the 

business of his office may require. 
B«p«^ Resolvedy That the twenty-^th chapter of the resolves of 

the year one thousand eight himdred and fifty-five be, said 

hereby is, repealed. [Approved by the Governor^ May 21, 

1856.] 

Chap, 61. Resolve on the Petition of Jamee H. PatiUo and others. 

«86.ioforwitnef« Resolvedj That, for reasons set forth in said petition, 
'^' there be allowed and paid, out of the treasury of the Coin- 

monwealth, to George Lane, of Gloucester, the sum of 
thirty-five dollars and ten cents, as an allowance to the peti- 
tioners for witness fees and mileage, to wit: for Qeor^ 
Lane, four dollars and twenty-eight cents; for James H. 
PatiUo, three dollars and seventy-eight cents; for J. D. 
Allen, four dollars and twenty-eight cents ; for S. F. Morey, 
five dollars and ninety cents ; for E. G. Friend, one dollar 
and fifty-eight cents; for David Allen, three dollars and 
twenty-four cents ; for James Roberts, two dollars and six- 
teen cents ; for Chester Mars, one dollar and eight cents ; 
for George Clarke, three dollars and twenty-four cents ; for 
Robert Rowe, three dollars and seventy-eight cents ; and 
for Henry Dennis, one dollar and seventy-eight cents ; and 
the governor is hereby authorized to draw his warrant 
accordingly. {^Approved by the Governor^ May 21, 1856.J 

Chan H!2 Kesolyb on the Petition of Jonathan W. Freeland, to sell Heal Estate. 

Trustee author- Resolved^ FoT the rcasous set forth in the petition of Jou- 
{5*^~°^*y athan W. Freeland, trustee, that he be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and empowered to convey, either at private sale, 
or at public auction, the real estate describe^ in his said 
petition ; and that the said Freeland be empowered to con- 
vey said premises, in fee simple, discharged from all trusts 
and liability for the purchase money: provided^ however j 
that said Freeland shall first give such bond, with sureties, 
to the judge of probate of the county of Hampden, as Uie 
said judge shall approve, with condition to make such dispo- 
sition of the proceeds of said sale as is contemplated sind 
set forth in the last will and testament of William Freeland, 
late of West Springfield, in the county of Hampden, de- 
ceased. [^Approved by the Governor^ May 21, 1866.] 
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Rbsoltb on the Petition of Edward J. Cashing. Chup, 63. 

Resolvedy For the reasons set forth in said petition, thatB«ie»»oftiti«to 
the Commonwealth hereby release to the parties in interest, BostoS. ** 
all right, title and claim acquired by escheat or otherwise, in 
or to Bedford Court, in the city of Boston, or to the prem- 
ises abutting thereon, in said petition described; so that 
Bdward J. Cushing may hold the westerly estate, and the 
legal representatives of Samuel Sanford may hold the easterly 
estate, on said court, in rear of land formerly of Thomas 
Adams, on Bedford Street, henceforth free and discharged 
therefrom. [Approved by the Governor^ May 24, 1856.] 

RxsoLTB anthorizing the Treasurer to borrow Money in anticipation of the Chdp. 64. 

State Tax. 

Resolved, That the treasurer be authorized to -borrow, in JJJJJ^J^ 
anticipation of the State tax, such sums of money as may of «6oo,ooo. 
be necessary, from time to time, for the payment of any 
public debt which may fall due in the present year, and that 
he repay any sum he may borrow, as soon as money suffi- 
cient for the purpose, and not otherwise appropriated, shall be 
received into the treasury : provided, that the whole amount 
borrowed by virtue of this resolve and remaining unpaid, 
shall not at any time exceed the sum of six hundred thou- 
sand dollars. {^Approved by the Governor, May 28, 1856.] 

Kesoltbs in favor of the State Farm at Westboroogh. Chap. 65. 

Resolved, That the sum of three thousand dollars be, ^dS^^'^^'J: 
and the same is hereby, appropriated for permanent improve- mentn. 
ments, including those already begun, for testing the true 
value of fertilizers and the comparative profits of diflFerent 
animals ; for meeting the current expenses of the State 
farm at Westborough, and to enable the Board of Agricul- 
ture to execute properly the contract with the trustees of 
the State Reform School. But no part of said sum shall be 
expended in improvements which will require further appro- 
priations for their completion. 

Resolved, That the governor be, and he is hereby, author- 
ized to draw his warrant for the above sum, to remain in 
the treasury, subject to the drafts of the treasurer of the 
Board of Agriculture, as the exigencies of the farm may 
require. [Approved by the Governor, May 28, 1856.] 

Rbsoltb on the Petition of Abner F. Hc^pkins. Chap. 66. 

Resolved, For reasons set forth in the said petition, that |!2ooauow«<i 
there be allowed and paid, out of the treasury of the Com- 
monwealth, to Abner P. Hopkins, the sum of two hundred 
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dollars, as a remuneration in full for damages receiyed, as 
set forth in his petition ; and the acceptance of this sum by 
the petitioner, shall be considered as his agreement to the 
provisions of this resolve ; and the governor is requested to 
draw his warrant accordingly. {^Approved by the Governor^ 
May 28, 1856.] 

Chap. 67. Resoltes concenuDg the State Normal School-houaes at Bridgewater, Wert- 

field, Framingham and Salem. 

forfmpii^'^to Resolved^ That the sum of one hundred dollars be appro- 
UhoSthoiuM^ P^^^^^^ ^^ defray the expense of making repairs on tlie State 
■e oo- oiuei. j^q^j^^jJ school-housc at Bridgcwatcr. 

Resolvedy^ That the sum of two thousand five hundred 
dollars be appropriated for repairs and improvements neces- 
sary to be made upon the State normal school-house at 
Westfield. * 

Resolvedy That the sum of two hundred and fifty dollars 
be appropriated to defray the expense of grading and orna- 
menting the grounds connected with, and putting blinds 
upon, the State normal school-house at Framingham. 

Resolved, Tliat the sum of two thousand five hundred 
dollars be appropriated for grading and fencing the grounds 
connected with tlie State normal school-house at Salem, and 
furnishing apparatus and furniture for the same ; and that 
the several sums aforesaid be disbursed under the direction 
of the Board of Education. [Approved by the Governor^ 
May 28, 1856.] 

Chap. 68. Resolve in favor of the Boston Board of Trade. 

Docjma«ototo Resolved, That the secretary of the Commonwealth, the 
omS^. clerk of the senate and the clerk of the house of represen- 

tatives, be authorized to furnish to the Boston Board of Trade, 
full sets of all printed documents which have been pub- 
lished by the order of the different departments of the State 
government, so far as they may be able to do so from the 
documents now in their possession, and to fiirnish tliem 
complete sets of all public documents, year by year, in 
future, upon application of said board of trade. [Approved 
by the Governor j May 28, 1866.] 

Chap. 69. Resolve in favor of the Widow and Child of Nicholas TDlinghast, late Pri«- 
cipal of the Normal School at Bridgewater. 

w,8io.82aiioir. Resolvedy That there be allowed and paid, out. of the 
treasury of this Commonwealth, to Mrs. Ruby 11. Tillingbafit 
and William H. Tillinghast, the widow and child of Nicholas 
Tillinghast, late principal of the normal school at Bridge- 
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water, the sum of eighteen hundred and ten dollars and 
eighty-two cents ; and the governor is hereby authorized to 
draw his warrant therefor accordingly. \_Approved by the 
Governor, May 28, 1856.] 

Resovle in favor of Wiliiam Qoday. Chap, 70. 

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid, out of the ^^"^^ 
treasury of the Commonwealth, to William Goday, of Rock- 
port, in the county of Essex, the sum of forty dollars a year 
during the remainder of his life, for injuries sustained by 
him while in the performance of military duty in the war of 
eighteen hundred and twelve ; the same to be paid in semi- 
annual instalments of twenty dollars each, the first of which 
to be allowed and paid on the passage of this resolve ; and 
warrants may be drawn accordingly. [Approved by the 
Governor, May 28, 1856.] 

Kbsolyb in favor of the Gay Head Indians. Chap, 71* 

Resolved, Tliat a sum not exceeding two hundred and f^^^^^^ 
fifty dollars be, and hereby is, appropriated for the purpose parpo««. 
of building that part of the boundary line fence between 
the town of Chilmark and the Indians of Gay Head, which 
said Indians are required to make ; and also, a further sum, 
not exceeding one hundred and fifty dollars, for the purpose 
of planting beach grass upon the South Beach, in the terri- 
tory of said Indians. The said sums to be expended under 
the direction and supervision of Abraham Rodman, or such 
other suitable person as his excellency the governor, by and 
with the consent of the council, may appoint for that pur- 
pose. And the governor is hereby authorized to draw his 
warrants upon the treasury in favor of the agent or super- 
intendent, so appointed, accordingly. [Approved by the 
Governor, May 28, 1856.] 

Resolve in favor of the Department of the Secretary of the Commonwealth. Chap, 72. 

Resolved, That the lower west basement room in the new Room for aecreta- 
department of the State House, heretofore occupied by the '^'' d«p»rtn"a«. 
board of agriculture, and committees of the legislature upon 
that subject, be, and it is hereby, appropriated for the use of 
the department of the secretary of the Commonwealth, and 
that the same be fitted for his use, by tlie committee on pub- 
lic buildings, at an expense not to exceed the sum of four 
hundred dollars. {Approved by the Governor, May 30, 
1856.] 
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Chap, 73. Hbsolte on Petition of Charlotte A« Woods, of Lanoatter, in the Countj of 
" WorceBter, Guardian. 

Qvurdian's MOe Resolved^ FoF rcasoiis set forth in said petition, that the 
tiit« eonflrmed^ several deods therein mentioned, bearing date the eighteenth 
day of May, in the year eighteen hundred and fifty-four, 
made and executed by said Charlotte A. Woods, as guardian 
of Anna L. Woods, Harriet E. Woods, Charlotte A. Woods, 
Mary S. Woods, Ellen Woods, and Alice P. Woods, minors. 
children of Matthew P. Woods, late of Lancaster, in the 
county of Worcester, deceased, for the conveyance to the 
several grantees in said deeds named, under license from 
the court of probate for said county of Worcester, granted 
April fourth, in the year eighteen hundred and fifty-four, of 
the interest of said minors in and unto certain real estate 
in said deeds mentioned and described, situate in said Lan- 
caster, which deeds are as follows, to wit : Deed to Jonathan 
Forbush, recorded in Worcester County registry of deeds, 
book 630, page 118 ; deed to George Dodge, and Artemas 
Hawes, recorded in said registry, book 530, page 353 ; deed 
to Samuel Chickering, recorded in said registry, book 534, 
page 147 ; deed to Artemas Hawes, recorded in said registry, 
book 530, page 355 ; and deed to John G. Tliurston, entered 
for record in said registry, April eleventh, in the year eight- 
een hundred and fifty-six, at 7 h. 40 m. A. M., be held good 
and sufficient in law for the conveyance to the said several 
' grantees, of all the right, title, interest and estate of the 
said Anna L. Woods, Harriet E. Woods, Charlotte A. Woods, 
Mary S. Woods, Ellen Woods, and Alice P. Woods, minors, 
in and unto the several tracts of land and real estate men- 
tioned or described in said several deeds, and intended 
thereby to be conveyed, and that tlie sales mentioned in said 
petition and the titles of said several grantees under the 
same, be, and the same are hereby confirmed. \^ Approved 
by the Governor, May 30, 1856.] ' 

Chat), 74. Resolves in relation to Accounts against the Commonwealth. 

AecountiU)be Resolved, That all accoiuits against this Commonwealth 
certiikKi. ^\i^\\ be approved by the person or persons imder whose 

direction the charge was incurred, and be certified by the 
auditor ; and no account shall be allowed for any matter or 
tiling, for the doing or procuring of which authority shall 
not have been given by one or both branches of the legisla- 
ture. 

Resolved, That the printing, binding and procuring of 
stationery for the use of the executive coimcil and the sev- 
eral offices in the government of this Commonwealth, shaD 
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be under the direction of the respective heads of said depart- 
ments ; and for the use of the senate and house of repre- 
sentatives, under the direction of the respective clerks 
thereof; and the amounts therefor shall be certified accord- 
ingly. 

Resolved^ That all expenditures by the heads of depart- 
ments, boards of commissioners, and all other persons acting 
under the authority of the Commonwealth, shall be embraced 
in the annual estimates of the auditor, and be provided for 
by annual appropriations. 

Resolved^ That no alteration shall be hereafter made in 
any of the apartments of the State House, or any fixtures 
be placed therein, or any furniture procured therefor, except 
by the sergeant-at-arms, with the approbation of the com- 
mittee on public? buildings. 

Resolved J That the resolve passed on the eleventh day of 
June, in the year one thousand eight himdred and twenty- 
nine, and the resolves passed on the third day of April, in 
the year one thousand eight hundred and forty-six, relating 
to the auditing and examination of accounts against the 
Conamon wealth, are hereby repealed. [Appraised b// the 
Governor J May 30, 1856.] 

Resoltb on the Petition of Augustus Wheeler and Lucy Wheeler, his wife. Chap, 75. 

Resolved J For the reasons set fortii in said petition, that Harriet h. Ken- 
Harriet H. Kendall, administratrix of the estate of George SS'.'^tKSd 
Kendall, late of Westminster, in the county of Worcester, jo^ei^nte deeds, 
deceased, be, and she hereby is, authorized and empowered 
to make, execute and deliver to the several purchasers in 
said petition named, suitable deeds for the conveyance to 
them, in accordance with the terms of their respective pur- / 

chases under a sale made by said George Kendall, by virtue 
of the authority to him granted by the order and decree of 
the supreme judicial court in said petition referred to, of all 
the right, title and interest of said Lucy Wheeler in and 
unto the whole of the real estate in said petition mentioned, 
whereof Benjamin A. Gates, late of Gardner, in said county, 
deceased, died seized ; and the titles of said purchases under 
such conveyances duly made by the said Harriet H. Ken- 
dall, administratrix under this resolve, shall be held to be 
as good and valid in law as if the estates so purchased by 
them as aforesaid, liad been duly conveyed to them by the 
said George Kendall pursuant to said order and decree of 
court. [Approved by the Governor ^ May 30, 1866.] 
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Chap, 76. Resoltes in relation to Lands in the Back Bay. 

BekMeoftitieto Resolvcdy That a joint committee, consisting of three 
Back Bay lands, members on the part of the senate, with five members of 
the house of representatives, be appointed, with full author- 
ity, subject to the approbation of the governor and council, 
to release, upon such terms and conditions as they shall 
think fit, the right, title and interest of the Commonwealth 
in and to any or all of tlie lands and flats in the Back Bay, 
for money, or such valuable consideration as they shall 
deem proper ; and they shall deposit any money, or other 
securities received therefor, with the treasurer of the Com- 
monwealth. 
ProcwdiDgBin Resolved. That in case the said committee and the gov- 
notdeemedad. cmor and coimcil shall not deem it best to release the interest 
^^^^^' of the Commonwealth in said lands or flats, as provided in 

the preceding resolve, they shall investigate the right, title 
and interest of the Commonwealth in said lands or flats ; 
they shall have authority to devise plans for the improve- 
ment of said territory, or any part thereof, and for tiie flow 
of the tide into and out of the full basin, for tlie benefit of 
Boston Harbor, and to settle, arrange, adjust and compro- 
mise all differences, disputes and claims, with any parties 
interested, or claiming any right, title or interest in any 
lands in the Back Bay; and they may alter, reform or 
amend all contracts, whether by deed or otherwise, hereto- 
fore made by the commissioners on the Back Bay, subject to 
. the approval of the governor and council, all parties to the 
same agreeing thereto ; but they shall make no expenditures 
whatever, nor incur any liabilities for the improvement of 
said territory, until authorized so to do by the legislature ; 
and said committee may sit in the recess of the legislature, 
if it shall be found necessary so to do, and Uie commission- 
ers on the Back Bay shall be, ex officio j members of the said 
committee, 
watoiw^'* -R^so/r^rf, That to enable the Boston Water-Power Com- 
ininaaed'mbr pauy to fill up aud make the avenues and other improve- 
^' meuts, which they have contracted with the Commonwealth 

to maie, by their indenture, dated June ninth, eighteen 
himdred and fifty-four, they may increase their capital stock 
by the sum of two hundred and seventy-five thousand dol- 
ProTtoo. lars: provided^ however j that the said company, by an 

acceptance of this resolve, shall be held to relinquish to any 
person or corporation who may become parties to the said 
indenture, or to any modification thereof, made by virtue of 
the precedmg resolve, the right of flowage of said company 
in either basin of said Back Bay, so far as to allow every 
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slavery upon Kansas, against the will of its inhabitants, and 
against the wishes of a majority of the people of the Union ; 
and \ph(*rea$j through the neglect of the government of the Ap^iforaMbt- 
United States to protect the settlers and redress their wrongs, *^"'^* 
they liave been left, as a last resource, to fall back upon the 
original right of self-preservation, and have appealed to the 
American people for justification and assistance ; therefore, 

Resolvedy That we have heard the call for sympathy and R«j»Me to ap- 
aid which has come up to the people of the United States, ^ 
from the settlers of Kansas, with the deepest solicitude ; 
that their sufiFerings have touched our hearts, and the manly 
defence of their rights has won our admiration ; and while 
we do not claim that as a state legislature we are clothed 
with power to initiate measures for their relief, we neverthe- 
less present their case to the people of this Commonwealth, in 
full confidence that they will use all just and constitutional 
means to aid these heroic men in maintaining and defending 
their liberties. 

Resolved^ That the inhabitants of Kansas are justifiable Sf^^fSlibk.'*^ 
in declining to recognize the code of laws wliich was forced 
upon the territory by the act of a body of men calling them- 
selves a legislature, and yet composed, in part, of persons 
who were not settlers ; and that the president of the United 
States, in endorsing those enactments as the true laws of 
Kansas, and, in his threat that the settlers shall be made to 
obey them, even at the point of the bayonet, has exhibited a 
servility to a sectional slave interest, and an indifiference to 
the fundamental principles of justice and freedom, which 
merit the condemnation of the American people. 

Resolved^ That this is a fit occasion to reassert the prin- Prohibition of 
ciple so often declared to be the doctrine of Massachusetts, ' '^^' 
that congress has power to prohibit slavery in the territories 
of the United States, and that this power should be exercised 
to its full extent. 

Resolved^ That as the intrigues to thrust slavery upon J^'^^^^f 
Kansas have been growing more desperate ever since the JKSm a fr©i 
repeal of the Missouri prohibition, until the question of free ***** 
or slave territory is become a prominent and vital issue 
before the country, and threatens to drive the nation into a 
civil war, we hold that the speedy admission of Kansas into 
the Union as a free state, with her present constitution, is a 
measure of first importance to the welfare of that territory, 
and to the tranquillity and honor of the United States, and 
thafQur senators and representatives in congress are earn- 
estly requested to use every exertion to bring about this 
result. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



288 1856.— Chapters 81, 82. 

TnnmiMkmor Resolvcd^ Tliat his excellency the governor bo requested 

"**^' to transmit a copy of these resolves to the president of the 

United States, to the governors of each of the states and 

territories, and to each of our senators and representatives 

in congress. [^Approved by the Governor^ June 8, 1856.] 

Chap, 8 1 . Rbsolv* in faTcwr of the State Prison. 

»9,2ooappropri. Resolvcdj That there be allowed and paid out of the 
***** treasury of the Commonwealth, the sum of three thousand 

dollars, for new boilers at the State Prison, and for setting 
the same ; and that the further sum of six thousand dollars 
be, and hereby is, appropriated to be expended in raising 
the wall around the prison three feet in height, and erecting 
an iron railing upon the same, and the further sum of two 
hundred dollars to replenish the library, and that the 
governor is authorized to draw his warrant accordingly. 
lApproved by the Governor^ June 8, 1856.] 

Chap, 82. RnsoLYis concerning the Franking Privilege and Cheap Postage. 

Low rates and WJiereaSj Experience has demonstrated that an uniform 
firej^dteUTeryof ^^^ ^^^^ modcratc rate of postage is productive, in England, 
of profit to the government, as well as convenience and 
economy to the people ; and whereas, very large sums are 
annually charged to the post office department in this coun- 
try, by reason of the increased and increasing use of the 
franking privilege, and by appropriations in aid of the mail 
steamships, under cover of disbursements for ocean postage ; 
and whereaSy congress alone has the power to remedy exist- 
ing evils in the department, and to furnish to our citizens 
the greatest possible facilities for interconmiunication, by 
establishing uniform and low rates of postage ; and whereas, 
the experience of the past sixteen years in England, shows 
that the community can be far better accommodated, and 
the government not only indemnified against loss, but remu- 
nerated, by a reform of the evils and abuses which now 
exist, and by the introduction of low rates and free delivery 
in large cities ; therefore, 
Senators and T«p- Resolvcd, That our scuators and representatives in con- 
JSSSSSuTnlS gress be requested to exert their influence to procure a 
inflaenee. thorough postal rcform ; especially by the introduction of a 

low and uniform rate of postage for the whole country ; by 
making the franking privilege a direct charge to the govern- 
ment ; by charging the expense of ocean steamers to the 
naval rather than tlie post office department, and by securing 
a free delivery of letters in large cities and populous 
districts. 
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Resolved J That his excellency the governor be requested TnmamiMton of 
to forward a copy of the foregoing preamble and resolve to '*~^* 
each of our senators and representatives in congress. 
[Approved by the Governor^ June 3, 1856.] 

Rbsoltss proyiding for the pay of the Council, Senate, and House of Rep- Chap. 83. 

resentatives. ^ 

Resolved^ That there be paid, out of the treasury of this ts par day, to 
Commonwealth, to each member of the senate and house of J^d'toMSuSIf 
representatives, three dollars per day for each and every •^p®"*^ 
day's attendance during the present political year, and one 
dollar for every five miles' travel from their respective places 
of abode, once in each session, to the place of the sitting of 
the general court ; and also to each member of the council, 
three dollars for each and every day's attendance at that 
board, at each session thereof, during the present political 
year, and one dollar for every five miles' travel from their 
respective places of abode once in each session thereof; and ts per<uyextr» 
to the president of the senate and speaker of the house of wnateandqLk- 
representatives, each, the sum of three dollars per day for "^ ®' **°°*'- 
each and every day's attendance, in addition to their pay as 
members ; and that warrants be drawn accordingly. 

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid, out of the $10 per <uy to 
treasury of the Commonwealth, to the clerk of the senate ^^*^^' 
and to the clerk of the house of representatives, each, the 
sum of ten dollars per day; to the assistant-clerk of ^^^ SJ^^^J^JJ? "" 
senate and to the assistant-clerk of the house of representa- 
tives, each, the sum of eight dollars per day for each and 
every day they may have been employed during the present 
session of the present legislature, and the same sum percompeMationfer 
day, as is herein provided for those ofiicers for such further ^?^* *"**^' 
time as they may be employed, not exceeding twelve days 
after the rising of the general court, in arranging the papers 
and documents of the session; and that there be further «8oo to ewhckrk 
paid to the clerk of the senate and to the clerk of the house iKJ ^pii of 
of representatives, the sum of three hxmdred dollars each, j**°™**' **'• 
for preparing duplicate copies of the journals for the library, 
as required by the orders of the two houses; and to the Further «im. 
clerk of the house of representatives such further sum as 
he may have paid for the preparation of the printed journal ; 
and that warrants be drawn accordingly. 

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid, out of the ^JJ^ 125! 
treasury of this Commonwealth, to the chaplains of the 
senate and house of representatives, each, the sum of two 
hundred dollars, for their services during the present ses- 
37 
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sion ; and that warrants be drawn accordingly. \^Af^oved 
by the Oovemor^ June 8, 1856.] 

Chap, 84. RisoLTS on the Petition of George O. Fairbanks and others, of FaU Riyer. 

jiy^ indamai- Resolved^ That the mayor of Fall River be, and he hereby 
iDf uq'oSf^" is, authorized to destroy, or cause to be destroyed, all the 
spirituous and intoxicating liquors, and the vessels contain- 
ing the same, which have heretofore been seized in said Fall 
River under the three hundred and twenty-second chapter 
of the statutes of eighteen hundred and fifty-two, and for 
which indemnity has been or may hereafter be made from 
the treasury of the Commonwealth under the two hundred 
and seventy-first chapter of the statutes of eighteen hundred 
and fifty-five, to the magistrate, officers and others con- 
cerned in said seizure, and that said mayor pay all legal 
charges, to an amount not exceeding seventy-five dollars, for 
the removal and storage of the same, and that the governor 
draw his warrant therefor, in favor of said mayor, after 
satisfactory proof that said liquors have been so destroyed. 
\_Approved by the Governor^ June 3, 1856.] 

Chap, 85. Rbsolte in faTor of Ansel Wright and George F. Wright, of Northampton, 
^ Deputy-Sheriffs. 

•1,127.80 ai- Resolved^ That, for reasons set forth in the petition of 

^'**' Ansel Wright and George F. Wright, of Northampton, 

there be allowed and paid, out of the ti-easury of the Com- 
monwealth, to the petitioners, the sum of eleven hundred 
and twenty-seven dollars and eighty cents ; and the governor 
is hereby authorized to draw his warrant accordingly. 
\^Approved by the Governor^ June 4, 1856.] 



Chap, 86. Rbsolve on the Petition of Lydia V. Dickson, praying that she may reedre 
the Personal Estate of Elizabeth Lewis, deceased. 

Public Mimini«. Resolvcd^ That, for reasons set forth in said petition, 
SaSdS^S^ Duncan Bradford, Esquire, public administrator for the 
wSciJi^***^* county of Middlesex, be, and he is hereby authorized, to 
pay over to Lydia V. Dickson, the amount of money that 
shall remain in his hands, as public administrator, the pro- 
ceeds of tlie effects and estate of the late Elizabeth Lewis, 
deceased, after paying the claims against said estate ; and 
the receipt of the said Lydia V. Dickson therefor, filed by 
him in the office of the treasurer of the Commonwealth, 
shall be equivalent to paying the amount represented in such 
receipt, into the ofiice of the treasurer of the Common- 
wealth, and shall be held a compliance with his duty, and a 
discharge of his official bond in the same manner, and to 
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the same extent as the payment of the same sum into the 
office of the treasurer aforesaid would be. [Approved by the 
Governor^ June 4, 1866.] 

Kesolyb in relation to the Massaohusetts Records. Chap. 87. 

Resolved^ That the contract for printing an edition of the ^riuua in thre« 
Massachusetts Records, under the authority of the resolve ^**"* 
passed on the fifteenth day of March, in the year one thou- 
sand eight hundred and fifty-six, shall be limited to three 
years from the date thereof. [Approved by the Governor^ 
June 4, 1856.] 



Resolye relative to the pay of Henry A. Marsh. ChcW, 88. 

Resolved^ That there be allowed and paid to Henry A. P^^oMriaunt- 
Marsh, the assistant-clerk of the house of representatives, 
the full amount of compensation that he would have been 
entitled to, had he been present in the discharge of his duties 
during the whole of the present session of the legislature. 
[Approved by the Governor^ June 4, 1856.] 

Resolve in favor of Isaiah Stoddard. Chuv, 89. 

Resolved^ That there be allowed and paid, out of the p»y *<> aaaistant 
treasury of the Commonwealth, to Isaiah Stoddard, i^te '*****'"''*****' 
assistant door-keeper to the house of representatives, the 
pay to which he would have been entitled during the present 
session of the legislature, were he not prevented by sickness 
from the performance of his duties ; and the governor is 
requested to draw a warrant therefor. [Approved by the 
Governor J June 4, 1856.] 

Resolve in aid of the New England School of Design for Women. Chap, 90. 

Resolvedy That the sum of one thousand dollars annually, «,ooo nnnuauy, 
for two years from the first day of June next, be appropriated ^ ** ^'*"' 
to the support of the New England School of Design for 
Women, payable in quarterly payments ; and that his excel- 
lency the governor be authorized to draw his warrants there- 
for accordingly. [Approved by the Governor^ June 4, 
1856.] 

Rbsolvb concerning the State Reform School for Boys, at Westborongh. Chap. 9 1 . 

Resolved^ That the sum of thirty-five thousand dollars be, «36,oooappropri. 
and the same is hereby, appropriated to be applied by the ****' 
trustees of the State Reform School at Westborough, for the 
support of that institution ; and that the governor draw his 
warrant accordingly. [Approved by the Governor^ June 4, 
1856.] 
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Chop. 92. Rbsoltbs in rdation to ootain RetokitioiiB of the LegiBlature of CoDne^ieut. 

Resolved^ That the general court of Massachusetts receives 
with lively satisfaction and gratitude, the fraternal resolutions 
of the general assembly of Connecticut, expressing their 
sentiments of abhorrence in relation to the recent act of 
cowardly violence upon the floor of the senate chamber ; 
their noble determination to unite with Massachusetts in 
defence of the vital right of freedom of speech, and their 
manly sympathy with her in the indignity offered to the 
State in the person of her senator. 

Resolved, That his excellency the governor be requested 
to transmit a copy of the above resolution to the governor of 
Connecticut, to be laid before the legislature of that State. 
\_Approved by the Governor , June 4, 1856.] 



Chdp, 93. Resoltb concerning the publication of the State Laws, 

gooto^ton Resolved y That there be allowed, to be paid out of the 
pubiiahhiguws. trcasury of the Commonwealth, to the proprietors of tlie 
Boston Daily Bee, such sum, not exceeding three hundred 
dollars, as in the opinion of the governor and council, may 
be deemed proper, in consideration of publishing the laws of 
the Conmionwealth for the current year ; and the governor 
is authorized to draw his warrant for the same. [^Approved 
by the Governor, June 6, 1856.] 

Chap, 94. Kbsolyz in faror of the State Almshouse at Bridgewater. 

•MJ7.48«i. Resolved, That there be allowed and paid, out of the 

treasury, the sum of fourteen hundred and seven dollars and 
forty-eight cents, to liquidate the debt against the State 
Almshouse at Bridgewater, and that the governor be author- 
ized to draw his warrant accordingly. [^Approved by the 
Governor, June 6, 1856.] 

Chcip* 95. Resolybs to provide for the Expenses of the Insurance Commissioners. 

^sotooomiiiie- Resolved, That there be allowed and paid to the insurance 
commissioners, the sum of three hundred and fifty dollars ; 
said amount having been expended by them in addition to 
the amount granted by resolve of May nineteenth, eighteen 
hundred and fifty-five. 

J^i^jfor wc- Resolved, That the treasurer be, and is hereby, autlior- 
ized to pay to Eayrs and Fairbanks the sum of two himdred 
and sixty-one and sixty-eight hundredths dollars ; said sum 
being amount of their bill for record books, blanks and 
stationery furnished said board of commissioners, the same 
being required by the provisions of section third of the one 



ord books, &c. 
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hundred and twenty-fourth chapter of the acts passed in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and fiftyrfive. 

Resolvedj That the sum of three hundred dollars be, and •aooforcontin- 
is hereby, appropriated for the payment of the contingent *^^*^^°*"' 
office expenses of said board of commissioners, for the ensu- 
ing year ; and that the governor draw his warrant accord- 
ingly. [^Approved by the Governor^ June 6, 1856.] 

Kesoltb in addition to a Kesolve in aid of the New England School of Design ChttV, 96. 

for Women. -■ * 

Resolved^ That the appropriation in aid of the New Eng- Appropriatton, 
land School of Design for Women, made by the resolve ^ *° ^^ 
approyed by the governor June fourth, eighteen hundred 
and fifty-six, shall take eflFect and be payable from and after 
the first day of June, in the year eighteen hundred and 
fifty-six, instead of the first day of June next, as provided in 
said resolve. [Approved by the Governor ^ June 6, 1856.] 

Rbsoltb relating to the compensation of the Door-Keeper9> Messengers and Chap, 97. 
Pages of the General Court. 

Resolved^ That there be paid, out of the treasury of the ^^f*^**SjJ 
Commonwealth, to the door-keepers, messengers and pages SSig^^inu' 
of the general court, the sum of seventy-five cents per 
volume, for filing the documents of the senate and house, 
also, the journal, for the members of the general court, dur- 
ing the present session ; and that the governor draw his 
warrant accordingly. [Approved by the Governor^ June 6, 
1856.] 

Resolyb for Repairs on the State House. Chap. 98. 

Resolved^ That the sum of seven thousand two hundred •J'I^^h'ow" 
and thirteen dollars be appropriated for making the neces- 
sary repairs and alterations upon and about the State House, 
and for payment of expenses already incurred thereon ; and 
that the governor be authorized to draw his warrant accord- 
ingly. [^Approved by the Governor^ June 6, 1856.] 

Kbsoltb concerning the Pilgrim Society of Plymouth. Chap. 99. 

Resolved^ That the sum of three thousand dollars be, and •a.oootoPUgrini 
hereby is, appropriated for the purpose of contributing an ®***^^* 
alto-relief, in marble, of the landing of the Pilgrims, to be 
placed, as designed, in one of the panels of the national 
monument which the Pilgrim Society is about erecting at 
Plymouth, to the memory of the forefathers of this Com- 
monwealth. And his excellency the governor is hereby 
authorized, with the advice and consent of the council, to 
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draw his warrants therefor accordingly, payable to the treas- 
urer of said society in such sums as may seem expedient, in 
proportion to the entire work. \_Approved by the Governor^ 
June 6, 1856.] 

Chap, 1 00 Resolve concerning the Printing for the Commonwealth. 

toSJlJSs'tSuh Resolved, That the secretary of the Commonwealth, the 
wiiium White, ^tate auditor, and the clerks of the senate and house of rcp- 
^^uSj!*^'*** reseutatives, be directed to contract with William White, in 
the name and on behalf of the Commonwealth, that said 
Wliite shall execute the printing for the various departments 
for one year from the first day of April, eighteen hundred 
and fifty-six, at the rates specified in the contract of last 
year : provided, that bonds satisfactory to the secretary of 
the Commonwealth to the amount of five thousand dollars, 
be given by said White for the faithful performance of said 
contract. [Approved by the Governor, June 6, 1856.] 

Chap, 101 Rbsoltb relating to extra Clerk Hure. 

j«76fcrextni Rcsolved, That there be paid and allowed, out of the treas- 
ury of the Commonwealth, to the clerk of the house of rep- 
resentatives, for the payment of the extra clerk hire employed 
by him, the sum of three hundred and seventy-six dollars, 
and the governor is hereby authorized to draw his warrant 
accordingly. [^Approved by the Governor, June 6, 1856.] 



ekrkhire. 



Chap, 102 Resolvb concerning the Journals and Papers of the Senate. 

•760 fbr Indexing Resolved, That thc clcrk of thc scuatc cause to be con- 
jTOTMis of Sen. ^jj^^g^j ^YiQ gcucral index of the journals of the senate, com- 
menced by tlie late clerk, and cause a copy of the same to 
be made and deposited in the State library ; and that he 
also cause to be completed the catalogue and index of the 
files of the senate, to the end of the present session : pro- 
vided, that the whole expense of the work hereby authorized 
to be done, shall not exceed the sum of seven hundred and 
fifty dollars ; and that the governor be authorized to draw 
his warrants monthly to defray the expense of the same. 
[^Approved by the Governor, June 6, 1856.] 

Chat>. 103 ^^o^^' ^^^ ^^® payment of the Contingent Expenses of the Council, Legisla- 
*' ture and Offices in the State House, for the year one thousand eight hun- 

dred and fifty-six. 

f2,6oo for certain Resolved, That there be paid, out 'of the treasury of the 
JSSSf^c.**" Commonwealth, to the sergeant-at-arms, a sum not exceed- 
ing two thousand five hundred dollars, to enable him to 
defray certain contingent expenses of the council, general 
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court, and oflSces in the State House, for the present year ; 
and also to enable him to pay any sum not covered by the 
appropriation made for the same purposes, in the year one 
thousand eight himdred and fifty-five ; and the governor is 
hereby authorized to draw his warrants, from time to time, 
accordingly. {^Approved by the Governor^ June 6, 1856.] 
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HIS EXCELLENCY HENRY J. GARDNER 



Representatives' Chamber, Jan. 3, 1856. 

At one o^clocky His Excellency the Governor ^ accompanied 
by His Honor the Lieutenant- Governor j the members of 
the Executive Council, and the various officers of the 
government, attended by a Joint Committee of the two 
Houses, and the Sheriff of Suffolk, met the Senate and 
House of Representatives, in convention, and delivered 
the following 

ADDRESS. 

Gentlemen of the Senate 

and of the House of Representatives : — 

We have been called, by the suffirages of our fellow-citizens, 
from our various occupations and pursuits, and intrusted 
with the responsibilities and duties attaching to the execu- 
tive and legislative branches of our State government, for 
the present year. In the language of the Constitution, 
" acknowledging with grateful hearts the goodness of the 
great Legislator of the Universe, in aflFording us, in the 
course of His providence, an opportunity, deliberately and 
peaceably," to meet together for duly considering the com- 
as 
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men wants of our common constituency, and "devoutly 
imploring His direction in so interesting a design," may we 
devote our best eflforts, without personal considerations, 
party bias, or local prejudices, to promote the true interests 
of the people of Massachusetts. 

Tlie semi-decennial census, taken during the past summer, 
in pursuance of the Resolve of 1855, presents an authentic 
and most gratifying record of the rapid increase of our State 
in population, and in the magnitude of her various agricul- 
tural, mechanical and commercial resources. Never before 
has she been permitted by a gracious Providence to advance 
so rapidly, in every thing which conduces to the prosperity 
and happiness of a community. 

The statistics of her industrial pursuits are not yet so 
classified and arranged, as to permit me to state with accu- 
racy their aggregate results ; but I am enabled to announce 
that the population of Massachusetts, by that census, is one 
million one hundred and thirty-three thousand and thirty-three, 
showing an increase of nearly one hundred and sixty thou- 
sand persons during the past five years. The following is a 
table of the total population, as exhibited by each census 
since 1800, the amount of the increase in each decade, and 
the average gain per cent., per annum : — 







Incnaae 


ATorgegain per 


Yean. 


Cenmu. 


in nmnben. 


eent. 


p«r annaiB. 


1800, . 


422,846 








1810, . 


472,040 


49,196 




1.11 


1820, . 


523,287 


61,247 




1.04 


1830, . 


610,408 


87,121 




1.55 


1840, . 


737,700 


127,292 




1.91 


1860, . 


978,716 


286,016 




3.20 


1866, (6 years,) 


1,133,033 
ars, . 


169,318 




3.27 


Increase in 65 ye 


710,188 




Cengufl of 1800, 


. 


422,845 






Census of 1866, 


. 


1,188,033 




• 



The Legislature of 1854 initiated several important 
amendments to our Constitution, all but one of which 
received the necessary sanction of the Legislature of 1856, 
and were ratified by the populai* vote on the 28d of May 
last. They provide that a plurality of votes shall elect in 
the popular choice of all civil officers imder the Constitu- 
tion, — that the time of the State election shall be changed 
to conform to the day fixed by Congress for the choice of 
presidential electors, — that eight Executive Coimcillors, the 
Secretary, Treasurer, Auditor, and Attorney-General, shall 
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be chosen by popular vote, — that the school moneys shall 
not be applied to the support of sectarian schools, — and that 
the Legislature shall prescribe by general law for the choice 
of District-Attorneys, Sheriflfs, Registers of Probate, Commis- 
sioners of Insolvency, and Clerks of Courts, by the people. 

It becomes therefore your duty at the present session, to 
'* divide the Commonwealth into eight districts of contiguous 
territory, each containing a number of inhabitants as nearly 
equal as practicable, without dividing any town or ward of '' 

a city, and. each entitled to elect one Councillor;" also, "to 
prescribe by general law, for the election of Sheriffs, Regis- 
ters of Probate, Commissioners of Insolvency, and Clerks of 
the Courts, by the people of the several counties," and 
*• District-Attorneys by the people of the several districts." 

I deem it a source of great regret •fe-t the other amend- 
ment, relative to a reduction in the number of the House of 
Representatives, and a division of the State into equal Sena- 
torial and Representative Districts, based upon the number 
of legal voters, which passed the Legislature of 1864, by Ihe 
constitutional majorities, should have been defeated at the 
last session. Our popular branch is by far the largest delib- 
erative body in the Union ; too large for a prompt and 
economical discharge of its duties ; and, unwieldy as it has 
been, the plurality law will probably add a hundred members 
to its average number. The experience of nearly every 
session demonstrates that the Senate passes weeks of com- 
parative idleness, while waiting for the concurrent action of 
the House. A simple calculation shows, tliat were our 
popular branch to approximate in number those of New 
York, Ohio or Pennsylvania, — having two or three times the 
population of Massachusetts, — the cost of our legislation 
would be diminished one himdred thousand dollars per 
annum, even without taking into consideration tlie reasona- 
ble probability that the length of the sessions would thereby 
be diminished. The present basis of representation, though 
perhaps as fair as any which is feasible while the present 
system remains, causes much complaint of inequality and 
injustice among portions of our citizens ; while an equal 
district system, where every man has a direct vote every 
year for his immediate representative, is certainly as fair 
and impartial as can be practicably devised. Persuaded 
that this is simply a question of time, I submit to your con- 
sideration whether it is not expedient, at the present session, 
to make another effort to accomplish this object. 

The Legislature of 1855 initiated also several constitu- 
tional amendments, which necessarily come before you. 
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The first provides that " no person owing allegiance to any 
foreign prince, power or potentate, shall be eligible to any 
oflSce under the Constitution of this Commonwealth." And 
another intended to provide that none but the native born 
shall be eligible to office, and that no alien shall be allowed 
to vote unless he has been a resident within the United 
States twenty-pne years and legally natui-alized. 

Believing, as I profoundly do, that the principles cm- 
braced in these amendments are of the deepest importance 
to the preservation of a republican government, I earnestly 
trust that they may receive your sanction. The teachings 
of history, as well as the uniform convictions of every 
enlightened and philosophic tliiiiker upon the principles of 
self-government, tend to the conclusion, that the unshackled 
freedom of indivi^ltal opinion . and the education of the 
individual mind, form the only true foundations of rational 
liberty and true republicanism. The more these truths are 
disregarded, the more certain it is that liberty under demo- 
cratic institutions will degenerate into anarchical license, or 
give place to a slavish and bigoted superstition. 

This Republic of ours, of continental dimensions, stretch- 
ing from ocean to ocean, from the extreme verge of the 
temperate zone almost to tlie tropics, destined, within the 
life time of some of the present generation, to embrace 
within its borders a hundred millions of people, of diverse 
origin, of varied occupations and conflicting interests, — the 
model and trust of the struggling nations of the old world, 
— is yet an experiment. In its very grandeur there are 
elements of danger, and its present success gives rise to a 
commensurate feeling of solicitude. 

It is our solenm duty, and one that no true sou of Massa- 
chusetts, or of America, will shrink from, to guard against 
every evil that threatens the perpetuity of our institutions. 
It demands of every patriot, by whatever party name he 
prefers to call himself, to do all that in him lies to protect 
the sacred privilege of the ballot, and the power of making 
and enforcing the laws, from the hands of those who of 
necessity cannot comprehend the nature of our republican 
institutions. No man being deprived of his present rights 
constitutionally guaranteed to him, none prevented from 
finally attaining the privilege of joining with us in the sdeo- 
tion of our common rulers, all who seek our shores may be 
admitted to our franchises, when they shall have passed 
through the same period of probation required of the native 
born, and hate become familiar with the theory, accustomed 
to the workings, and been taught by experience, the benefits 
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of our system of self-government. No right, is abridged 
that international comity demands, but we ourselves, hither- 
to an exceptional case in the family of nations, now seek to 
place those safeguards around our own institutions, that 
every Christian government of the old world has been taught 
by experience or necessity were essential to the protection 
of its own. 

The necessity of this course is apparent in every year's 
experience ; — its paramount duty is impressed upon us by 
the concurrent teachings of the patriotic living statesmen 
and the illustrious dead ; — its absolute importance ijjg^vrit- 
ten in the rise and fall of every extinct republic ; — we i*ead 
it in the wise laws of every contemporaneous civilized gov- 
ernment: — the obligations of our official station and our 
duty alike to the stranger who shall come among us, and to 
our children who shall come after us, demand it at our 
hands. 

When the original founders of our Republic erected the 
framework of our institutions, at a period when the immi- 
gration to our shores was but five thousand per annum, with 
just and patriotic jealousy of those reared under opposing 
systems of government, and scanning with searching eye 
the experience of history, they wisely declared, by an organic 
and fundamental law, that the chief executive officers of 
our government, those to whom alone are intrusted the 
gravest duties and highest responsibilities, of selecting the 
Cabinet, of appointing the Judiciary, of signing or vetoing 
all national enactments, of commanding tlie army and navy, 
of making treaties in conjunction with the Senate and of 
presiding over the august deliberations of that body, should 
be those alone who were then citizens, or should thereafter 
be born within the jurisdiction of the United States. Were 
those patriots to day to reconstruct their work, with the 
experience of the past three-quarters of a century before 
them, with that trifling number swollen into the immense 
annual inmiigration of five himdred thousand, half a million 
souls, — a population of a great state, and surpassing that of 
many of our confederacy, — increasing with an increasing 
^ ratio, — it is not too much to suppose that the safeguard as 
* to birth then applied to our highest officers, would be ex- 
tended to all, if not also to every voter whose ballot is 
instrumental in their election. 

That duty is handed down from them to us. Nobly and 
fearlessly did they perform what fell to their generation, 
confident in the belief and expectation that their children 
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could be safely left in their turn to complete their work, as 
experience should require, or danger demand. 

I have spoken of the principles of the amendments you 
will be called upon to consider. Unfortunately, in the 
hurry of the closing days of the session, the phraseology of 
tlie one last referred to is so imperfect as to need, in my 
judgment, essential modification, and therefore, renders 
necessary it« renewed passage in an amended form. It 
provides that '* no person shall be entitled to vote in this 
Commonwealth, unless he shall have been a resident within 
the jji^risdiction of the United States twenty-one years, and 
legally' naturalized." Doubtless the phrase " of foreign 
birth " was intended to have been inserted immediately after 
the first two words. 

In consonance with the above principles, 1 would also 
suggest the expediency of a constitutional amendment, sim- 
ilar to tliat wliich the people of a neighboring State have 
recently ratified, that no person shall be permitted to vote 
who cannot read and write. 

One additional amendment yet remains for your consid- 
eration, which provides that " no person shall be imprisoned 
for any debt hereafter contracted, except in cases of fraud." 
I also commend this measure to your favorable action. 

The power conferred by the Constitution of our State, 
upon its chief executive magistrate, of vetoing the acts of 
the Legislature, is granted in general terms, without limita- 
tion as to cause, and has frequently been exercised by many 
of my predecessors. It has long been the opinion, however, 
of some of our most eminent statesmen, that the true theory 
of a republican government, and a wise statesmanship, 
inculcate, that except where the executive is convinced of 
the unconstitutionality of the measure proposed, or in the 
event of evidently hasty and ill-considered legislation, the 
deliberate desire of the inmiediate representatives of the 
people should not be thwarted by the interposition of the 
veto power. 

Entertaining these views, I have heretofore given my 
approval, in some cases, to acts and resolves, the expediency 
of which I somewhat doubted, or which were merely de- ^ 
claratory of the sentiments of the Legislature. This rule ' 
will continue to guide my action ; but from all measures 
presented for my consideration, involving, in my deliberate 
judgment, constitutional doubts, I diall in the future, as I 
have heretofore, unhesitatingly withhold my sanction. 

One Act of this nature, notwithstanding the decided 
opinion of the Attorney-General, that it was " clearly rc- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



GOVERNOR'S ADDRESS. 303 

pugnant to the provisions of the Constitatioii of the United 
States," and " that in his judgment the bill is in violation 
of the Constitution '^ of Massachusetts, notwithstanding it 
attempts in express terms to give the sanction of law to 
what our Supreme Court, in an opinion signed by all its 
Justices, in reply to a question propounded to them by the 
Executive, with the advice and consent of the Council, 
declared could not " rightfully or legally " be done, not- 
withstanding also the consequent withholding of the Execu- 
tive approved from it, became, by the requisite constitutional 
majorities, the law of Massachusetts. 

The people of our State, knowing how essential a sacred 
observance of law is to the perpetuity of our, or any, repub- 
lican institutions, recognizing the blessings derived from the 
Constitution of the United States, both for security at home, 
and dignity abroad, imhesitatingly acknowledge all their 
obligations to obey the requirements of that instrument. 
When one of the confederated States futilely attempted to 
nullify its powers, there was but one feeling of reprobation 
throughout all our borders. The ablest statesman Massa- 
chusetts ever intrusted witli her interests on the floors of 
Congress, by his successful maintenance of the paramount 
authority of the Constitution of the United States, displayed 
a comprehensiveness of statesmanship, which was even 
greater than the majestic eloquence with which he vindicated 
his position. 

The passage of this Act is deeply to be deplored, because 
" it asserts or looks to the maintenance of rights not clearly 
and constitutionally ours," which course of action, in my 
Inaugural Address, I strenuously urged the last Legislature 
to avoid, — because it weakens the moral effect of the influ- 
ence of our State, — ^because it sets an example, which, if 
followed by other members of the confederacy, will most 
certainly destroy our only bond of union, — and because it 
tends to an armed conflict between the State and the Na- 
tional governments. Either this law must remain a dead 
letter on our ^tute book, unenforced when the hour of 
trial comes, thus reducing Massachusetts to the humiliating 
position of enacting a law she has not the courage to enforce, 
or else, if the attempt is made, it must be supported by the 
whole military array of the State in direct and immediate 
conflict with the army of the United States. There is no 
alternative but submission, or open war. 

While Massachusetts will be loyal to her constitutional 
obligations, she demands that all her constitutional rights 
shall be respected. She asks the fulfilment of national 
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compacts, the faithful performance of the sacred agreements 
of the fathers, and, though the Act referred to has tempo- 
rarily diminished the moral weight of this demand, its 
repeal will go far to give her voice its former power. Her 
people, in common witli the entire North, and many at the 
South, believing slavery to be a moral, social and political 
evil, claim no power to interfere with it in those States, 
where by local law it exists ; but they demand, by a united 
voice in both branches of Congress, and by almost as united 
a sentiment at home, that it shall not be ,suffered to extend 
itself into those territories where by solemn covenant our 
nation has stipulated tliat it should never enter. The dis- 
passionate judgment of our citizens will at once teach them 
that this end, so much to be desired, cannot be promoted, 
but, on the contrary, must be seriously retarded, by the 
passage, or continuance on our statute book, of a law of 
acknowledged unconstitutionality. 

I therefore recommend that so much of this Act, entitled 
" An Act to protect the Rights and Liberties of the People 
of tlie Commonwealth of Massachusetts," as may conflict 
with the Constitution of the United States, and aU laws 
made in pursuance thereof, be repealed. 

The last Legislature enacted a law for the suppression of 
tlie sale of intoxicating liquors, with more stringent provis- 
ions and heavier penalties than have heretofore entered into 
our legislation upon this subject. The question as to its 
expediency, and the good or evil results flowing from this 
enactment, were widely discussed before your constituents, 
and have materially aflfected the constitution of the present 
legislative body. Coming from all portions of the Common- 
wealth, with personal knowledge as to the practical operation 
of this Act, and the wishes of the people regarding it, and 
possessing the means of judging whether the past year's 
experience leads to a reasonable expectation that it can 
accomplish the purposes for which it was designed, your 
action in reference to it is awaited with great solicitude. 
Intemperance is a gigantic evil. Measure^for its remedy 
demand the deepest feeling of the philanthropist, the pro- 
foundest thought of the patriot, and the wisest counsel of 
the statesman. 1 trust that your deliberations and conclu- 
sions will result in substantial and abiding good to our entire 
community, and to that end you shall have my warmest 
sympathies and heartiest cooperation. 

There is one evil of comparatively recent growth, but of 
so grave a nature as to merit your consideration, which 
annually costs the State large sums of money, both by pro- 
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longing the session, and by causing injudicious or unneces- 
sary grants, which the Legislature can materially lessen, if 
not wholly remove, by a course its own dignity and the 
welfare of the Commonwealth alike demand. I refer to the 
constant attendance on the sessions of the Legislature, of 
indiyiduals who sell their adventitious personal or political 
influence to the highest bidder, for the purpose of procuring 
special charters, privileges or grants. Indifferent to the real 
merits of the questions at issue, anxious only to secure their 
own pay, usually contingent on their success, they officiously 
press their solicitations upon the honest and imsuspecting 
legislator, and by partial and often false representations, 
secure the passage of measures by the use of means which 
render impartial debate impossible, and public deliberation 
a delusion. When legislation is transferred from the Hall 
and the Chamber to the Lobby, — ^when the legitimate action 
of the duly constituted committees is superseded by practices 
subversive of fair investigation, when ordinary business, and 
meritorious and unobtrusive claims are overridden by the 
clamorous demands of schemes bolstered into undue impor- 
tance by a factitious public opinion, it is well to revert to the 
primary objects and theory of public deliberative assemblies. 

The financial condition of our State is such as to demand 
rigorous and minute economy in every branch of public 
expenditure. It is my firm conviction that grants of money 
have been made, and expenditures authorized by the Legis- 
lature, for several years past, that the condition of our 
treasury, and the public necessity, did not warrant. The 
time has fiiUy come when all such grants should cease ; and 
I consider it, after mature reflection, to be my duty, in every 
instance hereafter, while I occupy my present post, to deem 
such appropriations proper objects of an executive veto, and 
to withhold my approval from any bill by which they may 
be authorized. 

For a number of years the annual deficit has been growing 
larger, and the excess of expenditure unprovided for, increas- 
ing, until now the sum of $826,000 is necessary, beyond our 
probable receipts, to enable us to liquidate our floating 
indebtedness at the close of the present year. The question 
as to what course shall be adopted to accomplish this end, 
you are called upon to determine. The State owns 1750,000 
of stock in the Western Railroad, but in my judgment it 
would be highly impolitic, if practicable, to sell it at the 
present time. We have a just claim against the general 
government, amounting to $227,176.48, for services per- 
formed, and expenditures actually made, to repel invasion 

89 
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during the war of 1812. If this sum is reimbursed at the 
present session of Congress, as it should be, and as every 
other claim of a similar nature already has been, it would 
absorb one-quarter of this floating debt. An indefinite, and 
by present law, iinsalable interest in the Back Bay Lands, is 
the only other pr<^rty possessed by the State, the proceeds 
of which are not devoted to specific purposes. Under these 
cireiunstances, it only remains to fund this floating debt or 
a portion of it, or to pay it by direct taxation. 

The Auditor has furnished me with the following table of 
approximate expenditures and receipts for 1855, wliich are 
contrasted with those of 1854 : — 



Expenditures, 

Le^lative and Executive, . 
Scientific and Educational, . 
Interest on Pnblie Debt, 
CkAiitable and Humane Furposesy 
Correctional and Preventive r urposes, 
Militarj*, ...... 

Pub. Buildings not provided for by scrip, 



fi^edpts. 

Bank Tax, $578,983 

Alien Paasenf^rs, .... 
Income from Western Railroad, . 
Sundry aeconnta, .... 
Cash on kaad, .... 



1855. 

$478,250 00 
19,969 00 
108,517 00 
380,656 00 
236,961 00 
78,339 00 
130,640 00 


1864. 

$354,398 00 
20,6g6 00 

100,662 eo 

296,252 00 

170,355 00 
67,489 00 


$1^78,382 00 

$578,983 00 

9,848 00 

101,169 00 

8,410 00 

18,609 00 


$04»,8a2 00 

$525,868 00 

50,000 00 

119,696 00 

9,306 00 

1S,410 00 



$717,019 00 
Add State Tax, 460,000 00 



$1,167,019 00 



Excess of expenditures over receq)ts, . $211,313 00 

The Auditor estimates tbe ordinary expenditures for the 

present year at about 

And the receipts at about 

Showing a probable deficiency for this year of 
Add to this the aggregate deficits previous to 1854, 
amounting to about . . . 

The deficit for 1854, 

And the deficit for X855, 

And it shows the amount of our floating debt, at the close 
of our present financial year, to be . 



$718,282 00 
♦150,000 00 

$j868»282 00 

$81,550 00 



#X,12i,64)0 00 
717,600 00 

$404,000 00 

196,000 00 

81,550 00 

211,313 60 



S824,863 00 



• There is an error of $150,000 in the amount of the State tax tar 1854, in 
the sehedule furnished by die fvoper department, but the estimates remain as 
originally presented to the legislature. 
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Over half of the ihcreiwe iii the item of the BKeoutiye and 
Legislative Department for 185S, arisen ifrom the feot, that 
the House was larger than previous ones, and that the flession 
was protracted to an unusual, though not unprecedented 
Itogth, When it would have been gh^y shortened but for 
tiie enormous pressure upon it of innumerable petition* for 
State aid to private sohenics, and for grants of special fran- 
chises; while about f 9,300 have been paid as ihdemnifieatton 
for officers, and for refunding fines tinder that provision of 
the proliibitory liquor law o? 1862 declared uncpnstitu* 
tkmal ; and $46,000; or nearly all the remaining increase, 
has been incurred for State Printing, Indexes and Journals. 
The excess of $96,000 in the Charitable and Humane 
expenses, is made up of an extraordinary grant of $25,000 
to the Idiotic School, and from the additional expenses of 
thefoiir Staite Almshouses and ^ibw Lunatic Ho^tal, arising 
fW)m the increased cost of the necessaries of life, and for 
their support during the whole year, instead of but eight 
monthis for the former and nine for the latter, as in 1854. 
The excess under the head of Correctional and Preventive 
expenditures, is attributable to the increase of the county 
balafices, while the item of $180,640 for public buildings 
not provided for by scrip, comprises appropriations to that 
amount for the addition to thie State House, for the four 
Stiite AlmEshoiises, and the Taunton Hospital, from the ordU 
nary revenue^ iiistead of the usual course of providing for 
such expenditures by a loan. The deficit in the receipts for 
Alien Passengers is owing to $18,000 appearing in last 
year'6 accoimt. Which sum was actu^ly received previously, 
and from tiiO gratifying Circumstance that the number of 
immigrants arriving in our State has sensibly diminished. 

Under tile grants of the last session to the four State 
Almshouses, such necessary alterations in the structures 
h»TB been made as the safety of the inmates actually 
required* At Rainsford Island a brick hospital has been 
commenced, though not yet wholly completed, calculated to 
contain a hundred female patients. At the three others, 
fire-proof buildings of brick and stone have been erected for 
domestic purposes, and no fires are now needed or used in 
the main buildings, excepting to heat them. The farms 
connected with each have been much improved, and a large 
proportion of the vegetables required by their occupants, has 
been produced by their labor. Their schools are m a satis- 
factory condition. Daily religious services are held in one 
of them, and in all on the Sabbath, 

The past fbar has also witnessed some improvement in 
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furnishing the inmates of these institutions with employment. 
In agricultural and domestic labor, the larger portion of the 
paupers have been occupied. Still much remains to be done 
to secure to each some species of labor that will prevent the 
lazy from seeking a sh^ijer, add to the health and comfort of 
all, and diminish, to 8<nK extent, the cost of their support. 

I again suggest, for the consideration of the Legislature, 
the propriety and ^necessity of enlarging the powers of the 
Board of Alien Commissioners. It may be deemed advisable 
that a Board devoted solely to these duties, should be created, 
to consist of two persons besides the Alien Passenger Agent. 
They should have the entire regulation of the admission and 
transfer of paupers to the different Almshouses,— <»f remov- 
ing the alien pauper insane to the Lunatic Hospitals, — of 
sending paupers out of the State to those places where they 
have a settlement, — and au^ority to apprentice minors, — to 
examine books of Savings iBanks when there is reason to 
believe persons claiming support as foreign paupers have 
funds there invested, — to ta^e measures to reimburse tiie 
State for what may have been expended for their support, — 
to sue for the recovery of any debts due, or property belong- 
ing to them, for the same end, — to pay the cost of transport- 
ing paupers to their friends when the interests of the Com- 
monwealth require it, — to investigate all cases of supposed 
settlements against towns or cities, — and to institute l^al 
proceedings for reimbursement of expenses incurred within 
six years previous. 

One of the main purposes in establishing the State Alms- 
houses, was to prevent the constant conflict between ihe 
Town and State authorities, regarding the support of paupers; 
but the law of last year, allowing towns payment for trans- 
porting them to these institutions, and for keeping those 
represented as sick, reopens this very difficulty. The law, 
moreover, is liable to great iJ3use. It has, during the short 
time of its operation, involved the State in an unnecessary 
expense of several thousand dollars, and therefore should be 
repealed. 

Under the vigilant and systematic supervi^n of the 
{^resent officers, the State has been relieved during the year 
from the support of the following number of paupers : — 

Sent from Boston to Liverpool, 295 

Sent from Boston to various other places where they had 

settlements, 341 

And, under the law of May 24th, 1851, there have been 
returned to various places out of the State, from 

Boston, • 378 

1,014 
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From State Ahndiotifle at Tewksbuiy, .... 114 

From State Almshouse at Bridgewater, . . . 119 

From State Almshouse at Monson, . . 61 



294 



Total, 1,808 

Had the laws not been thus enforced, it is believed that 
every one of these persons would now be inmates of our 
State Institutions, at a cost this year of at least one hun- 
dred thotisand dollars^ and the same amount per annum, 
hereafter, while they remained. Nearly every one of those 
shipped to Liverpool, went with their own consent, though 
some of the number, it appeared, were originally sent to 
this country as criminals or paupers. Had they been re- 
tained here, and we continued to allow our State to be tlie 
receptacle of the vicious, the degraded and the insane, whom 
foreign parsimony and cruelty might deliberately and 
unfeelingly send to our shores, additional Almshouses and 
Hospitals would be necessary for their shelter and confine- 
ment. Christian philanthropy should be exercised, as here- 
tofore, in every thing relative to their return; but they 
should be sent back systematically, uniformly and speedily. 

On the last day of the session of the last Legislature, a 
Bill was presented for my consideration, authorizing an 
extension of the northerly shore of South Boston. As but 
a few hours of the session remained, and many other bills 
were awaiting my signature, no time was permitted me to 
^ve it that thorough investigation its importance demanded. 
A cursory examination showed that it limited the riparian 
owners, by arbitrary and fixed side lines, instead of allowing 
each one the flats appurtenant to his upland, extending in 
the same direction beyond Ihe line of private rights, as they 
did within it. I therefore did not sign the Bill, and it failed 
to become a law. 

Farther investigation has since satisfied me, that the Act 
in question involved gross violation of the private rights of 
a portion of the shore-owners, conferred improperly a large 
and valuable gift upon others, and was in its principles an 
anomaly' in legislative grants. It is much to be desired that 
these fiats should be improved up to tlie line which the State 
Gonmiissioners have fixed, as the boundary, to which their 
filling will not be detrimental to the harbor of Boston. 
According to the report of various commissioners, the State 
has no vendible interest in these flats, but merely the right 
of eminent domain for the benefit of the public, subject to 
the ri^t of the shore-owners to pass and repass, which it 
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can at any time properly waiveywhen it (xmoerv^ ^at tbe 
community will not be thereby ifijured. 

If it has no vendible interest, — and the petitioners for 
tbk Bill are unanimously of that opinion, — ^it necessarily 
follows that it has no interest which is properly the subject 
of a grant. Therefore it cannot establish artificial side 
Hnes, and be8low,.by arbitrary metes and bmmds, exorbi- 
tantly upon one, and liMfo or nothing upon many. The 
most it can l^timately^ do$ ts to release its claim on iall th^ 
flats within the -limits of the commissioners' line, and leave 
the slior^-owaers to. *oc6tipy. and imprpre so much as is 
respectively ai^urtenant io their present property, acocHtlJiig 
td the uniform principfes joflaw^, which "tlie decisidilis of our 
courts, for i^ariytwahimdped- yearsEjTmve recogtiized and 
esiablished as^ the universal rule^' equally^ applix^iUie to idl 
the citizens and aU: ttie shore iA'operly of the Oemmoii^ 
wealth. A Bill founded on wichprinoiptes would have 
received my sanction; ' * > . 

Tn pursuance iof iBmAct of the last Legislature^ a Bo«ti 
of insurance- <3oiDmissidners^^ has be^nappomli^ power 

to visit compaities, inspect booksv and examine oiBSoecr&undef 
oath; The expediedc^ of the establtsbment of this commis- 
sion will be apparent, when it' is considered, that the «mo^it 
of property insured in this Commonwealth, by home and 
forieijfn coan|ianies, exceeds tlie enormous sum o( fwe Atm^ 
dred aimd twenly^fibe mSHom ofdoUiirs. Thete is -abiundant 
reascm to bialieve &at many times the ^cbst of this commiv- 
sion fasr already iyeen'so;ved by. its preveirtiitg tlve admission 
iniio the OoibmodweiELlth of serreral insolventrand firauduietft 
companies from other iStates, which have attempted to do 
busiiiei9s hei*e.. 

It is iiiipbrfcant:tcr1he public security that the L^^ature 
should proceed- with the nlost cieLuttous smitiny in granting 
acts of incorporation, inasmuch as insurance charters have 
of late become articles of meircband^. It is ascertained 
that of more than sixty tympanies chartered withui the 
past ten years', not one-third have gone into operatkm, and 
^ of t^e seventeen incorporated by the last Legislature, bat 
four are now organized. 

The Ooinmissioners^ appointed by my predecessor, under 
the Act to establish a State Referm School for <3irls, have 
selected, in the town of Lancaster, a site every way adapted, 
by natuial focilr^sy for t^e intended purpose* The tteee 
main buildings are heariy comiplefed, a house suitable for 
the superint^dent and farmer being already on the {dace. 
A Boiard of Trustee from various seetions of Hie State have 
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been appointed, and, as required by law, have taken charge 
of the farm. A superintendent has already been chosen, 
by-laws prepared and approred, and in a few months the 
school will be opened for the reception of inmates. A 
small appropriation will be necessary to erect a chapel, to 
furnish the buildings, and to provide the necessary imple- 
ments and stock for the farm. The report of the Comnm- 
sioners and Trustees will furnish farther information in 
reference to this institution. 

It is my duty only to remark that this school diflGars from 
every other in our coimtry, in being intended exclusively 
for girls; in its classification, gathering its inmates into 
small families by tiiemselVes, and thus securing home disci^ 
pline ; and in placing the supervision and instruction of 
the several "homes" under their respective matrons* 
While it is a truly noble and Christian act in the State to 
rnske provision for its exposed children, and by the exercise 
of a wholesome and economical foresight to defend herself 
from sorer burdens in the futaire, yet the whole plan is a 
delicate experiment, which, though now promising beneficial 
results, requires the greatest prudence, patience, wisdom 
and humanity to insure its anticipated success. 

In pursuance of the provisions of an Act of the last 
Legislature, Commissioners have been appointed to erect, in 
western Massachusetts, a third Lunatic HospitaL After a 
personal examination of more than a hundred localities, a 
site, in every way admirably adapted to the purpose, has 
been selected and purdiased, in the town of Nortiiampton, 
contracts have been eflfected, in accordance with the pLtma 
decided on, and some progress made in the necessary pre* 
liminary labor. It is expected that the building will be 
eompleted and occupied during the ensuing year. Though 
it is thought by some, tliat the period, when a third Lunatic 
Hospital was absolutely necessary, has been somewhat antic- 
ipated, all can turn with i»*ide to that Christian humanity, 
which places our State so far in advance of all others, in 
proportion to her population, in the care and comfort of 
diis most unfortunate class. 

Our various other charitable and reformatory institutions, 
so far as I have been able to advise myself, are generally in 
a satisfactory condition, and compare very advantageously 
with those of any of our sister States. I refer you to the 
reports of their various boards of management for more 
minute particulars concerning them. 

No portion of my official duties has been more agreeable 
than those performed as a member of the State Board of 
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Agriculture ; and, though the relative expenditure <^ money 
under this head is smadl, no department of gOTernment is 
intrusted with a subject of more intimate concern to our 
entire community. The wise foresight, which encourages 
the different county societies by a State grant, and which 
gives to each of them a direct representation at the Central 
Board, where the experience of all is considered and com- 
pared; and tiie practical sagacity which established the 
State Farm, where, without annual cost, valuable results 
are arrived at by experin^nts in fertilizers, in improving 
breeds of stock, in uitroducing vegetable productions new 
to the State, and in testing theoretical probabilities by actud 
trials, have largely contributed to raise the standard of 
farming, and to stamp that degree of excellence on our 
agriculture, which our soil and climate would seem to for- 
bid, and to which, without these facilities, we should not 
have attained. By these methods, judiciously improved, as 
they doubtless may be, it is possible that the agricultural 
perfection of Old England may be rivalled, or even sur- 
passed, and our State become the model farm of the wo(^d. 
During the past year, the gentleman, who has for seven 
years, ably and devotedly, filled the post of Secretary of the 
Board of Education, having been transferred to another 
field of labor, has resigned, and the Board have chosen a 
distinguished citizen of our State as his successor. The 
school returns for the past year present some interesting and 
gratifying results. They show, though the year was one of 
no inconsiderable financial embarrassment, an increase in 
the amoimt raised by voluntary taxation in the State, for 
the support of public schools, xmparalleled in any one year 
before ; that this sum is double the amount raised for the 
same purpose only ten years ago ; that in no community in 
the world, probably, is so large a simi per head expended for 
educational purposes, and in none do the children so imi- 
versally av^il themselves of this invaluable privilege. 

These returns show that the amount raised by voluntary- 
taxation for support of public schools for the year was, $1,13 7,408 00 
The sum raised the previous year was, .... 1,013,87200 

Increase, $123,636 00 

The largest previous annual increase was but . . $92,072 00 

The amount raised ten years ago, 1844-5, was but . . $576,556 00 

The number of persons in the State between 5 and 15 

years, is 213,934 
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The whole attendance upon public schools in the winter 

of 1864-5, was . ' . 202,709 

The whole attendance upon public schools in the summer 

of 1854-6, was 189,997 

The whole attendance upon private schools and acade- 
mies, in 1854-5, was . . . . . . 22,287 

The value of all the school edifices in the State is'retumed 

as . * . . $4,576,457 00 

Hie aggregate ordinary annual expenditure for the edur 
cation of our youth, exclusive of collegiate instruc- 
tion, and of interest on the cost of school-houses, by 

the actual returns, was $2,162,293 00 

or, ten dollars and eleven cents for each child in the 
State between five and fifteen years of age. 

These facts are presented not merely because they form 
the bright and truthful record of the past, but as an incou 
tive to future efiFort in the cause of popular education. In 
no way can a republic be ennobled, or its individual mem- 
bers approach that high standard of intelligence and culti- 
vation, which fits them properly to perform their varied 
obligations, but by the systematic, thorough and universal 
education of each successive generation. 

In this connection I cannot forbear expressing my surprise 
that the liberal provision of the State for educating, in any 
college within its borders, a number of young men, on con- 
dition that they shall devote themselves to teaching for a 
limited period after graduating, is not more highly ^pre- 
ciated and eagerly embraced. Notwithstanding a very 
general notice in the public papers, several districts, entitled 
to a free scholarship, did not present a single candidate the 
past year, and the Board of Education, when assembled to 
consider applications for this privilege, w^sls actually com- 
pelled to adjourn, leaving a portion of the scholarships 
unfilled, for want of applicants. 

The Report of the Adjutant-General will show that our 
State Military is in a flourishing condition. Our system has 
received high encomiums, from competent judges, as pos- 
sessing many advantages and few defects, and applications 
for copies of our laws have been received from several 
States, with the view of incorporating into their own, some 
of its peculiar features. The discipline of our soldiery is 
admirable, and perfect harmony prevails throughout the 
different branches of the service. It is to be hoped that a 
system, which has proved so successful, may remain without 
essential modification. No finer body of ten thousand young 
men can be found in the world, than the volunteer citizen 

40 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



314 GOVERNOR'S ADDRESS. 

soldiery of Massachusetts. Differing in loyalty and enlight- 
ened patriotism in no way from our other citizens, their 
interests being our interests, and their rights our rights, it 
is apparent that both can be intrusted, in the hour of emer- 
gency, to none so safely, as to those having with us a com- 
mon brotherhood and a common destiny. 

About $50,000 have been received from the purchasers of 
eastern lands during the past year. Under a Resolve of the 
last Legislature, the Land Agent, on the first of January, 
advertised all tracts in Maine, on which notes were over 
due ; and all, on which such over due notes shall not be 
paid, wijliin one year, will revert to the State, and all pay- 
ments made thereon will be forfeited. In every instance, 
the Commonwealth is believed to be perfectly secured for 
every dollar due. 

Although deeply conscious of the necessity of retrenching 
the expenditures of the State, a sense of duty compels, me 
to syggest to your consideration the expediency of increasing 
the salaries of the Judges of the Supreme Judicial Court. 
They were established at their present amount, fifty years 
ago, when the expenses of a household, as well as the rates 
of professional emolument, were very far below the present 
standard. Tlien their duties occupied only eighteen weeks 
per annum, and now the whole year scarcely suffices for the 
performance of their increasing labors. It is asking too 
much of men, who are fitted by nature and culture for such 
exalted positions, to relinquish the professional emoluments 
their distinguished abilities would command, for the meagre 
salaries they now receive, which, though doubtless suitable 
to the period when they were originally established, are at 
the present time entirely inadequate. 

I recommend* that no new bank charters be granted. 
Should it be your belief, that our present banking capital is 
not conmiensurate with the demands of our industry, a 
prudent and limited increase of the stock of existing institu- 
tions, is undoubtedly preferable to granting additional char- 
ters. Still, if increased capital is authorized at all, it should 
be permitted only in exceptional cases, sparingly and with 
caution. Our system of currency is so complicated and 
delicate, its beneficial working can be easily disturbed, and 
any legislation is to be deplored that would tend to impair 
its efficacy or disarrange its harmonious action. 

I would, however, renew a former suggestion, that holders 
of bills of insolvent banks should have, by law, a prior claim 
over other creditors. The wisdom of the Legislature might 
prefer as a substitute to reserve two per cent, of the annual 
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Bank Tax, which would amount to about $12,000 per annum, 
until a guarantee fund of $100,000 was secured, which should 
be appropriated to the payment of the bills of a less denomi- 
nation than $10, of any bank, chartered by the Common- 
wealth, which should become insolvent. The bill holder 
takes trustingly whatever the State, under its special char- 
ters, permits to be issued as currency, confident that the law 
will protect him in so doing by all just enactments. In one 
insolvent bank, now in the hands of receivers, three thousand 
individuals are bill holders, two-thirds of them for less than 
$20 each, and three-quarters of the whole number are labor- 
ers and females, who received the bills in payment for their 
individual labor. This plan would entitle our bank bills to 
such confidence throughout the Union, as would insure 
their general circulation, while the State would have a claim 
upon the insolvent bank for the amount it might redeem, 
and the poorer classes be protected, by the wise and paternal 
forethought of the government, from the loss of what per- 
haps is all they possess. 

The past year has witnessed renewed instances of fraud in 
making over-issues of stock in corporations, And, till a suita- 
ble penalty is affixed to such crimes, by legislative action, ^ 
they will continue to be repeated, and their perpetrators to 
escape punishment. It is the duty of the Legislature to 
protect the innocent stockholder and creditor, by applying a 
stringent penalty to ofiences of this nature. 

The punishment now affixed by law to the crime of placing 
obstructions upon railway tracks is inadequate, considering 
the heinousness of the offence. The murder of a single 
individual will hardly compare in enormity with perilling 
hundreds of lives by so dastardly a deed. As the present 
penalty proves insufficient to prevent its perpetration, I 
recommend that this infraction of the law be placed by stat- 
ute in the catalogue of the gravest felonies. 

At a late period in the last session, an able and valuable 
report was received and transmitted to the Legislature from 
the Commissioners appointed to establish lines in Mystic 
River, Boston Harbor and Dorchester Bay. Their sugges- 
tion that an application be made to the General Government 
for th6 appointment of a scientific board, to report upon the 
conditlbn of the harbor, and to present a comprehensive plan 
for its improvement, which may serve to direct and regulate 
future constructions, is deemed by our commercial commu- 
nity of great practical importance. The Federal authorities 
would, undoubtedly, comply with such a request, without 
expense to the State, as they have done with respect to the 
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harbors of Savannah, Charleston, Portland, and many other 
places. The judgment and advice of unprejudiced and 
skilful persons, familiar with the principles and practice of 
engineering in tidal rivers and harbors, would thus be 
secured in behalf of measures calculated to avert threaten- 
ing dangers, and subserve the necessities of the harbor of 
our commercial emporium. 

Gentlemen : — 

Under the gratifying approval of my official course, indi- 
cated by the recent action of my fellow-citizens in returning 
me to tiiis important post of service, it will be my pleasure, 
as it is my duty, to address myself to a faithful discharge of 
all its functions, to the best of my abilities and imderstand- 
ing. Such approbation is the only reward I desire, other 
than the sanction of my own conscience and judgment. By 
those guides, which, though not unerring, are the surest 
reliance of honest desire and pure intention,. I shall be 
directed hereafter, as I have been heretofore. 

To you, gentlemen, I would suggest, the magnitude of the 
interests intrusted to your guardianslyp, the evil of incon- 
siderate and imnecessary legislation, the indispensable neces- 
sity of economy in all branches of expenditure, and, above 
all, the duty of placing the reputation of our State, and the 
interests of her people, above all narrow questions of politics 
or partisanship. May a wise and comprehensive statesman- 
ship control your decisions, an honorable patriotism consti- 
tute your paramoxmt motive, and a wisdom be vouchsafed us 
from above, which shall enable us to promote the happiness 
and prosperity of our citizens, and enhance the honor of our 
Commonwealth. 
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To the President of the Senate : 

I tranwait, herewith, for the use of the Legislature, the 
Second Annual Reports of the Inspectors of State Alms- 
houses at Bridgewa^er, Monson and Tewksbury. 

HENRY J. GARDNER. 

Council Chamber^ January 7, 1856. 

To the President of the Senate : 

I transmit, herewith, a letter just received from the Hon. 
Albert H. Nelson, of Woburn, declining to accept the office 
of Attorney-General, to which he has been elected. 

HENRY J. GARDNER. 

Council Chamber^ January 12, 1856. 



To the President of the Senate : 

I herewith transmit, for the use of the Legislature, the 
following Reports, which have been received by this depart- 
ment of the government, viz. : — 

1. Report of the Trustees of the State Lunatic Hospital 
at Worcester. 

2. Report of the Trustees of the State Lunatic Hospital 
at Taunton. 

3. Report of the Inspectors of the State Hospital at 
Rainsford Island. 

4. Fourth Annual Report of the Commissioners on the 
Back Bay. 

HENRY J. GARDNER. 

Council Chamber^ Janua/ry 16, 1856. 
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To the ^(iker of the House of Representatives : 

I herewith transmit, for the use of the Legislature, the 
following Reports, which have been received by this depart- 
ment of the government, viz. : — 

1. Reports of the Inspectors, Warden, Chaplain and 
Physician of the State Prison. 

2. Report of the Land Agent. 

3. Report of the Agent of Charles River and Warren 
Bridges. 

4. Report of the Superintendent of Alien Passengers. 

5. Report of the Commissioners appointed under Act of 
1856, for the erection of a third hospital for the insane. 

HENRY J. GARDNER. 

Council Chamber, January 16, 1856. • 



To the Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

I transmit, herewith, the Report of the Commissioners of 
Pilots, appointed under chapter 421, of the Acts of 1855. 

HENRY J, GARDNER. 

Council Chamber, January 19, 1856. 



To the Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

I transmit, herewith, for the use of the Legislature, the 
Ninth Annual Report of the Trustees of the State Reform 
School, at Westborough, with the accompanying Reports of 
the officers of the Institution. 

HENRY J. GARDNER. 

Council Chamber, January 19, 1856. 



To the Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

I herewith transmit, to the House of Representatives, for 
the use of the Legislature, the following communication 
from the Adjutant-General. 

HENRY J. GARDNER. 

Council Chamber, January 19, 1856. 
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To the Speaker of the House of RepresentiUwes : 

I transmit, herewith, for the consideration of the Legisla- 
ture, the following communication from the Grovernor of 
Vermont, with the accompanying Resolutions relating to 
the Territory of Kansas. 

HENRY J. GARDNER. 

Council Chamber^ January 31, 1856. 

To the Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

I herewith transmit, for the use of the Legislature, the 
Report of the Commissioners, appointed under the 52d 
chapter of the Resolves of 1854, for the establishment of a 
State Reform School for Girls. 

HENRY J. GARDNER. 

Council Chamber^ January 31, 1856. 



To the President of the Senate : 

I transmit, herewith, for the use of the Legislature, the 
Report of the Treasurer of the Marshpee and Herring Pond 
Indians. 

HENRY J. GARDNER. 

Council Chamber J February 6, 1856. 

To the Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

1 transmit, herewith, for the use of the Legislature, the 
Annual Report of the Commissioners of Alien Passengers. 

HENRY J. GARDNER. 

Council Chamber^ February 7, 1856. 

To the President of the Senate : 

I transmit, herewith, for the information of the Legisla- 
ture, a communication from the Commissioner appointed 
under chapter 470, Acts of 1855. 

HENRY J. GARDNER. 

Council Chamber J February 8, 1856. 
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To the Speaker of the Hotise of Representatives : 

I transmit, herewith, for the use of the Legislature, the 
Report of the Commissioners appointed under chapter 15, 
of the Resolves of 1865, to establish a boundary line between 
Gay Head and the town of Chilmark. 

HENRY J. GARDNER. 

Council Chamber^ February 12, 1866. 

To the Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

I transmit, herewitli, for the use of the Legislature, the 
Report of the Commissioners appointed under chapter 69, 
of the Resolves of 1866, to examine the title to certain 
lands in the town of Tisbury. 

HENRY J. GARDNER. 

Council Chamber^ February 12, 1856. 



To the Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

In compliance with the request of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, contained in an Order of that branch, passed 
on the twenty-fifth instant, which has been duly communi- 
cated to me, I transmit, herewith, the only " communication 
I have received in my oflBcial capacity, relative to the afiairs 
of Kansas." 

It consists of a brief letter of the twenty-first of January, 
which, from such inquiries as I have been able to make, 1 
believe to be authentic, purporting to be signed by J. H- 
Lane, C. Robinson and G. W. Deitzler, representing the 
existing condition of things in that Territory at the date 
of the letter, and the apprehension entertained by its inhab- 
itants of impending outrages from the anticipated incur- 
sions of evil disposed persons from the adjoining State of 
Missouri. 

While this document has no such official character as, 
in my judgment, to warrant the Governor in obtruding it 
upon the Legislature, or making it the subject of an execu- 
tive communication, I cheerfully avail myself of the Order 
of the honorable House of Representatives, to transmit it to 
that body, for such action as the Legislature may deem it 
proper to take in respect to it. 

HENRY J. GARDNER. 

Council Chamber^ February 26, 1856. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



MESSAGES. 321 

Th the Speaker of the House of RepreseiUaiwes : 

I transmit, herewith, for the information of the 'Legisla- 
ture, a communication from Colonel Thayer, of the United 
States Corps of Engineers, relative to a cession of jurisdic- 
tion on the part of the State to the G^eneral Government, of 
certain lands situated in the city of New Bedford, on wliich 
it is contemplated to erect fortifications, for the defence of 
that city. 

HENRY J. GARDNER. 

Council Chamber^ March 12, 1856. 

To the President of the Senate : 

I herewith transmit, for the use of the Legislature, the 
Resolutions of the General Assembly of the State of Rhode 
Island, on the subject of French Spoliations, anterior to the 
year eighteen hundred. 

HENRY J. GARDNER. 

Council Chamber, March 12, 1856. 

To the President of the Senate : 

I transmit, herewith, a communication from the Gov- 
ernor of New Jersey, covering certain Resolutions of the 
Legislature of that State, relative to tlie construction of a 
Breakwater at Cape May. 

HENRY J. GARDNER. 

Council Chamber y March 24, 1856. 

To the President of the Senate : 

I transmit, herewith, for the use of the Legislature, the 
Annual Report of the Trustees of the Perkins Institution 
and Massachusetts Asylum for the Blind. 

HENRY J. GARDNER. 

Council Chamber, April 2, 1856. 



To the Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

I transmit, herewith, for the use of the Legislature, the 
Pinal Report of the Commissioners upon Charles River and 
Warren Bridges. 

HENRY J. GARDNER. 

Council Chamber, April 12, 1856. 

41 
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To the Weaker of the Blouse of Representatives : 

I trahsmit, herewith, for the use of the Legislature, Uie 
Annual Report of the Trustees of the Massachusetts School 
for Idiotic and Feeble-Minded Youth, together with the 
Reports of the Superintendent and Treasurer. 

HENRY J. GARDNER. 

Council Chamber^ April 12, 1856. 



To the Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

I herewith transmit, for the use of the Legislature, certain 
Resolutions of the Legislature of the State of Ohio, relative 
to Kansas, which Resolutions were received from the Gov- 
ernor of that State. 

HENRY J. GARDNER. 

Council Chamber J May 6, 1866. 

To the Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

I return herewith, to the House of Representatives, in 
which branch of the Legislature it originated, a Bill, entitled 
" An Act to change the name of the Female Medical Educa- 
tion Stciety, to New England Female Medical College, and 
to reorganize the same." 

It is not necessary to make any reference to the general 
designs and purposes of the Bill, as my objections are limited 
to that feature of it which contemplates making certain State 
officers, eQ>officiis^ trustees of the Institution. Although this 
provision may not perhaps be deemed ujiconstitutional in 
the strict sense of the term, yet if the principle involved in 
it becomes the policy of Massachusetts, it is obvious that 
onerous and extra constitutional duties will be placed upon 
a portion of the paid officers of the Commonwealth, which 
must necessarily deprive the State, to a considerable extent, 
of time and labor which should properly be devoted to the 
performance of their respective duties. 

This Bill provides that "the Lieutenant-Governor, the 
President of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, the Secretary of the Commonwealtli, and tlie 
Secretary of the Board of Education, for the time being, 
shall be, ex-ojiciis, members " of the Board of Trustees, 
elected from time to time, — and in conjunction with them, 
" to make by-laws, to appoint professors, who shall consti- 
tute a medical faculty, and to confer the usual degree of 
Doctor of Medicine." 
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It is a noteworthy fact that the original petition which ac- 
companies the Bill did not ask that any State officer should 
be, ex-officiOy a member of the Board of Trustees, and that a 
Bill was reported, which passed the Senate, not containing 
this objectionable feature, but that in the House a recom- 
mitment took place, and this provision was incorporated. 

In addition to the objection to this Bill already intimated, 
it is apparent that it gives the institution a reputation and 
influence, from its official connection with the State, that all 
other incorporated bodies for kindred or analogous purposes 
will much desire and be not slow to seek. Either this corpo- 
ration will have special favor shown it, or a multitude of others 
must claim their share of the attention of our State officers, 
to the infringement on time belonging to their regular duties. 

Moreover, the interest of this corporation would become 
to some extent, by the passage of this Act, identified with 
the Commonwealth, and an anomalous and hitherto unknown 
sanction given it, alike injurious to the dignity of the State 
and to the welfare of her people. For notwithstanding this 
quasi endorsement of the State, it cannot be supposed that 
her officers can be familiarized by a professional training for 
the proper performance of duties appertaining to a board 
required to select professors and confer degrees. 

For the reasons, then, that this imusual and objectionable 
privilege is granted, though not asked for at the outset by 
the petitioners, — that either it is a special privilege, given 
here and refused elsewhere, or if hereafter extended to simi- 
lar claimants, it must occupy the time of the officers of the 
Commonwealth, required for the performance of other 
duties, — that those officers cannot often be fitted by that 
purely professional training this trust peculiarly demands, — 
and that it compromises the dignity of the Commonwealth 
in making her in any way or to any extent a copartner in 
private enterprises of this nature, — I withhold my approval 
from the Bill. 

HENRY J. GARDNER. 

Ckmncil Chamber^ May 8, 1856. 



To the Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

I herewith transmit, to the House of Representatives, for 
the use of the Legislature, a communication from the Sec- 
retary of State, and certain Resolves recently passed by the 
legislature of the State of Maine, rglative to Kansas. 

HENRY J. GARDNER, 

Council Chamber^ May 17, 1866. 
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To Ike Speaker of the Bouse of Representatives : 

I transmit, herewith, for the use of the Legislature, cer- 
tain Resolutions passed hy the Legislature of New Hamp- 
shire, relative to Kansas, which Resolutions were received 
from the (Jovernor of that State. 

HENRY J. GARDNER. 
Council Chamber^ May 21, 1866. 



To the President of the Senate : 

I transmit, herewith, Resolutions passed by our sister State 
of Connecticut, expressive of its utter reprobation of tiie 
recent " brutal and cowardly violence on the floor of the 
Senate Chamber," and of its determination to stand side by 
side with Massachusetts, now as heretofore, in the assertion 
and defence of freedom of thought and speech. 

I need not testify to the gratification such sentiments, 
from the intelligent and patriotic State of Connecticut, must 
convey to the judgment and feelings of all our people. 

HENRY J. GARDNER. 

Council Chamber^ May 30, 1856. 

To the Weaker of the House of Representatives : 

I transmit, herewith, for the use of the Legislature, cer- 
tain Resolutions of the State of New Hampshire, relative to 
the passage, by the National Legislature, of a new Naturali- 
zation Law. 

HENRY J. GARDNER. 

Council Chamber^ June 3, 1856. 

To the Weaker of the House of Representatives : 

One of the Senators in the Congress of the United States, 
from Massachusetts, having been struck down while at his 
post of duty, in a brutal, murderous and cowardly manner, 
and suffered severe if not dangerous wounds, it seems to 
me eminently proper that all expenses of his sickness should 
be assumed by the Commonwealth whose sovereignty he 
represents. 

I therefore submit the consideration of this question to 
the Legislature, for suck action as they may deem expedient, 

HENRY J. GARDNER. 
Council Chamber^ June 4, 1856. 
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and morality, in all cases where such provision shall not be 
made voluntarily. 

And the people of tliis Commonwealth have also a righted to enjoin at- 
to, and do, invest their legislature with authority to enjoin JS!**^a4end' 
upon all the subjects an attendance upon the instructions of """*'• ^'*' ^^ 
the public teachers aforesaid, at stated times and seasons, if 
there be any on whose instructions they can conscientiously 
and conveniently attend. 

Provided notwithstanding, that the several towns, par- KxciuaiTe right of 
ishes, precincts, and other bodies politic, or religious societies, jJShS mIJSwS* 
shall, at all times, have the exclusive right of electing their 
public teachers, and of contracting with them for their sup- 
port and maintenance. 

And all moneys,, paid by the subject to the support of og^^n w^to^ 
public worship, and of the public teachers aforesaid, shall, ZJ^ ^^ be 
if he require it, be imiformly applied to the support of the «**<*» "^«**<^ 
public teacher or teachers of his own religious sect or 
denomination, provided there be any on whose instructions 
he attends; otherwise it maybe paid towards the support see wnendmontj.. 
of the teacher or teachers of the parish or precinct in which ^'*' ^' 
the said moneys are raised. 

And every denomination of Christians, demeaning them- aii denomina- 
selves peaceably, and as good subjects of the Commonwealth, JJjj^^"*^'^ p~- 
shall be equally imder the protection of the law : and no subordination of 
subordination of any one sect or denomination to another S^JJ^bitJd!^'^" 
shall ever be established by law. 

IV. The people of this Commonwealth have the sole and wghtof aeif-goT- 
exclusive right of governing themselves, as a free, sovereign, ^"^^^^'^^^ 
and independent State ; and do, and forever hereafter shall, 
exercise and enjoy every power, jurisdiction, and right, 

which is not, or may not hereafter, be by them expressly 
delegated to the United States of America, in Congress 
assembled. 

V. All power residing originally in the people, and being Accountability of 
derived from them, the several magistrates and officers of*** **'***"'**' 
government, vested with authority, whetlier legislative, 
executive, or judicial, are their substitutes and agents, and 

are at all times accountable to them. 

VI. No man, nor corporation, or association of men, serwces rjjgcmi 
have any other title to obtain advantages, or particular and ISg^the'^oniy tiue 
exclusive privileges, distinct from those of the community, J^JJ^,Utory 
than what arises from the consideration of services rendered ^^"^t^*"*^ 
to the public ; and this title being in nature neither heredi- 
tary, nor transmissible to children, or descendants, or rela- 
tions by blood, the idea of a man born a magistrate, lawgiver, 

or judge, i« absurd and umiatural. 
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Object* <»f Kov- Vn. Government is instituted for the common good ; 
5^1SS5>ie toin- for the protection, safety, prosperity and happiness of the 
SbiS^*?* people ; and not for the profit, honor, or private interest of 
any one man, family, or class of men : Therefore the people 
alone have an incontestable, unalienable, and indefeasible 
right to institute government; and to reform, alter, or totally 
change the same, when their protection, safety, prosperity 
and happiness require it. 
iwfhtofpeqjieto VIII. In ordcr to prevent those, who are vested with 
SfflST"' ° authority, from becoming oppressors, the people have a right, 
at such periods and in such manner as they shall establish 
by their frame of government, to cause their public oflBcers 
to return to private life ; and to fill up vacant places by 
certain and regular elections and appointments. 
Au. h»Ting the IX. All elections ought to be free ; and all the inhabi- 
p^rib^SSiuu. tants of this CommonwealUi, having such qualifications as 
^eligible to of- ijjgy gj^j^ii establish by their frame of government, have an 
equal right to elect ofiicers, and to be elected, for public 
employments, 
jiight of protec- X. Each individual of the society has a right to be 
^tiibutioS^ protected by it in the enjoyment of his life, liberty and 
retatiTe. property, according to standing laws. He is obliged, con- 

sequently, to contribute his share to the expense of this 
protection ; to give his personal service, or an equivalent, 
Taxutonibunded whcu ncccssary : but no part of the property of any indi- 
oncoDMnt. vidual, cau, with justice, be taken from him, or applied to 
public uses, without his own consent, or that of tlie repre- 
sentative body of the people. In fine, the people of this 
Commonwealth are not controllable by any other laws, than 
those to which their constitutional representative body have 
Private property givcn their conscut. And wlicnever the public exigencies 
for* pubue UM rcquire that the property of any individual should be appro- 
without, &c, priated to public uses, he shall receive a reasonable compen- 
sation therefor. • 
^«u«»J>y ro- XI. Every subject of the Commonwealth ought to find 
to"bjritee»*co^-a ccrtaiu remedy, by having recourse to the laws, for all 
piete, Md prompt jjjj^j.j^g ^^ WTOugs which he may receive in his person, 
property or character. He ought to obtain right and justice 
freely, and without being obliged to purchase it; completely, 
and without any denial ; promptly, and without delay, con- 
formably to the laws. 
ProwcwtjoMreg- XII. No subjcct shall be held to answer for any crimes 
'*^^* or oflFence, until the same is fully and plainly, substantially 
and formally, described to him ; or be compelled to accuse, 
or furnish evidence against himself: and every subject shall 
have a right to produce all proofs that may be favorable to 
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him ; to meet the witnesses against him face to face, and to 
be fully heard in his defence^ by himself, or his counsel, at 
his election. And no subject shall be arrested, imprisoned, 
despoiled, or deprived of his property, immunities, or privi- 
leges, put out of the protection of the law, exiled, or deprived 
of his life, liberty, or estate, but by the judgment of his peers, 
or the law of the land. 

And the legislature shall not make any law that shall j^*»*j^^*;J^\^*»/j 
subject any person to a capital or infamous punishment, caw', except, &c. 
excepting for the government of the army and navy, without 
trial by jury. 

XIII. In criminal prosecutions, the verification of facts, pj^^j^t^ 
in tlie vicinity where they happen, is one of the greatest vicinity, 
securities of the life, liberty, and property of the citizen. 

XIV. Every subject has a right to be secure from all ^^1^^"^^ 
unreasonable searches and seizures of his person, his houses, uuid. 

his papers, and all his possessions. All warrants, therefore, 
are contrary to this right, if the cause or foundation of them 
be not previously supported by oath or affirmation ; and if 
the order in the warrant to a civil officer, to make search in 
suspected places, or to arrest one or more suspected persons, 
or to seize their property, be not accompanied with a special 
designation of the persons or objects of search, arrest, or 
seizure ; and no warrant ought to be issued but in cases, 
and with the formalities, prescribed by the laws. 

XV. In all controversies concerning property, and in all j^'s^^^^^'*^^^^ 
suits between two or more persons, except in cases in which oept, &c. 

it has heretofore been otherways used and practised, the 
parties have a right to a trial by jury ; and this method of 
procedure shall be held sacred, unless, in causes arising on 
the high seas, and such as relate to mariners' wages, the 
legislature shall hereafter find it necessary to alter it. 

XVI. The liberty of the press is essential to the security ubeny of the 
of freedom in a state : it ought not, therefore, to be rei?train- '*"'"• 

ed in this Commonwealth. 

XVII. The people have a right to keep and*to bear arms S^i^J^g^^^i! 
for the common defence. And as, in time of peace, armies i"g armies dan- 
are dangerous to liberty, they ought not to be maintained fj^^' JibllSK 
without the consent of the legislature; and the military °**® ^ ''•^ 
power shall always be held in an exact subordhiation to the 

civil authority, and be governed by it. 

XVIII. A frequent recurrence to the fundamental prin- Morai^qaiuifl«. 
ciples of the constitution, and a constant adherence to those ^ ^—"^ 
of piety, justice, moderation, temperance, industry, and fru- 
gality, are absolutely necessary to preserve the advantages 
of liberty, and to maintain a free government. The people 



tioii8 for ofllce. 
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ought, consequently, to have a particular attention to all 
those principles, in the choice of their officers and represen- 
Morai obiigatioM tatives : and they have a right to require of their lawgivers 
ma^llSlS" "** and magistrate, an exact imd constant observance of them, 
in the formation and execution of the laws necessary for the 
good administration of the Commonwealth. 
Right of people to XIX. Thc pcoplc havc a right, in an orderly and peace- 
uS^ •Sd'^- able manner, to assemble to consult upon the common good ; 
tion legteiatare. give iustructious to their representatives, and to request of 
tlie legislative body, by the way of addresses, petitions, or 
remonstrances, redress of the wrongs done them, and of the 
grievances they suffer. 
Power to tiuprad XX. Thc power of suspcuding tlic laws, or thc cxectttion 
exLlTtJ?!!!*' '****' of the laws, ought never to be exercised but by the legisla- 
ture, or by authority derived from it, to be exercised in such 
particular cases only as the legislature shall expressly pro- 
vide for. 
Freedom of de- XXI. Thc freedom of deliberation, speech and debate, 
rJJSin thiiiJf. in either house of tlie legislature, is so essential to the rights 
of the people, that it caimot be the foundation of any accusa- 
tion or prosecution, action or complaint, in any other court 
or place whatsoever. 
Frequent ses- XXII. Thc Icgislaturc ought frequently to assemble for 
jeJtotbwof." tlie redress of grievances, for correcting, strengthening and 
confirming the laws, and for making new laws, as the com- 
mon good may require. 
Taxauonfoanded XXIII. No subsidy, cliargc, tax, impost, or duties, ought 
to be established, fixed, laid, or levied, under any pretext 
whatsoever, without the consent of the people, or their repre- 
sentatives in the legislature. 
Expoetfectouwn XXIV. Laws made to punish for actions done before 
prohibited. ^j^^ existence of such laws, and which have not been declared 
crimes by preceding laws, are unjust, oppressive, and incon- 
sistent with the fundamental principles of a free govern- 
ment. 
Legislature not to XXV. Ko subjcct ought, iu ojiy casc, or in any time, to 
^nrict of trea. j^ dcclared guilty of treason or felony by the legislature. 
Excwdve bidi or XXVI. No magistrate or court of law shall demand 
JSSihmenteT^ cxcessivc bail or sureties, impose excessive fines, or inflict 
prohibited. crucl or uuusual punishments. 

No Boidier to be XXVII. In timc of pcacc, no soldier ought to be quar- 
hS52r^niSJr^ ^^"^^ ^^ ^y house without the consent of the owner ; and in 
*«• ' ' time of war, such quarters ought not to be made but by the 

civil magistrate, in a manner ordained by the legislature. 
citiienB exempt XXVIII. No pcrsou cau in any case be subjected to 
StaJjTtc!*'***'' law-martial, or to any penalties or pains, by virtue of that 
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law, except those employed in the army or navy, and except 
the militia in actual service, but by authority of the legisla- 
ture. 

XXIX. It is essential to the preservation of the rights •^J^.^didSd 
of every individual, his life, liberty, property and character, SJSS* ° 
that there be an impartial interpretation of the laws, and 
administration of justice. It is the right of every citizen to 

be tried by judges as free, impartial and independent as the Tenure of their 
lot of humanity will admit. It is, therefore, not only the 
best policy, but for the security of the rights of the people, 
and of every citizen, that the judges of the supreme judicial 
court should hold their offices as long as they behave them- 
selves well, and that they should have honorable salaries saiwiea. 
aaeertained and established by standing laws. 

XXX. In the government of this Commonwealth, the JjJS^^^^jiJjJS; 
legislative department shall* never exercise the executive and legisiauvede- 
and judicial powers, or either of them : the executive shall p*'*"^*'** 
never^xercise the legislative and judicial powers, or either 

of them : the judicial shall never exercise the legislative and 
executive powers, or either of them : to the end it may be a 
government of laws, and not of men. 



PART THE SECOND. 

Tlie Frame of Government. 

The people, inhabiting the territory formerly called the 
Province of Massachusetts Bay, do hereby solemnly and mu- 
tually agree with each other, to form themselves into a free, 
sovereign, and independent body politic or state, by the name 
of THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 



CHAPTER I. 

THE LEGISLATIVE POWER. 
SECTION I. 

The General Court, 

Art. I. The department of legislation shall be formed Jj^^j* 'i*- 
by two branches, a Senate and House of Representatives ; 
each of which shall have a negative on the other. 
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saeMiMiidiDentf, The legislative body shall assemble every year, on the last 
Wednesday in May, and at such other times as they shall 
judge necessary ; and shall dissolve and be dissolved on the 
day next preceding the said last Wednesday in May ; and 
shall be styled, The General Court op Massachusbfts. 
«oT«rnor't veto. H. No bill or rcsolvc of the senate or house of repre- 
sentatives shall become a law, and have force as such, until 
it shall have been laid before the governor for his revisal ; 
and if he, upon such revision, approve thereof, he shall sig- 
nify his approbation by signing the same. But if be have 
any objection to the passing of such bill or resolve, he shall 
return the same, together witii his objections thereto, in 
writing, to the senate or house of representatives, in which- 
soever the same shall have originated, who shall enter the 
objections sent down by the governor, at large, on their 
S"b"*^S^tffii records, and proceed to recoilsider the said bill or resolve : 
of ^h^^ouw'but if, after such reconsideration, two-thirds of the said 
notwithttandiDg. ^qj^q^q qj. ^Q^ge qJ representatives, shall, notwithstandiog the 
said objections, agree to pass the same, it shall, together 
with the objections, be sent to the other branch of the legis- 
lature, where it shall also be reconsidered, and if approved 
by two-thirds of the members present, shall have the force of 
a law : but in all such cases, the votes of both houses shall 
be determined by yeas and nays ; and the names of the per- 
sons voting for, or against, the said bill or resolve, shall be 
entered upon the public records of the Commonwealth. 
See amendment, ^(j [j^ order to prcvcut imnccessary delays, if any bill 
or resolve shall not be returned by the governor within five 
days after it shall have been presented, the same shall have 
the force of a law. 
m*4^^StSte ^^^- ^^^ general court shall forever have full power and 
jodicatoriM, authority to erect and constitute judicatories and courts of 
courts o roco , ^.^^qj.^^ ^^ othcr courts, to bc held in tlie name of the Com- 
monwealth, for the hearing, trying, and determining of all 
manner of crimes, oflFences, pleas, processes, plaints, actions, 
matters, causes and things, whatsoever, arising or happening 
within the Commonwealth, or between or concerning per- 
sons inhabiting, or residing, or brought within the same ; 
whether the same be criminal or civil, or whether the said 
crimes be capital or not capital, and whether the said pleas 
be real, personal, or mixed ; and for the awarding and mak- 
coiirt#,4c.,iiiaying Qut of cxecutiou thereupon: to which courts and judi- 

adminlfter oaths. 'f . ,, .*^-, ij/»ii j 

catones are hereby given and granted full power ana 
authority, from time to time, to administer oaths or affirma- 
tions, for the better discovery of truth in any matter in con- 
troversy, or depending before them. 
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rV. And further, full power and authority are hereby oeo^i eonrt 
given and granted to the said general court, from time to 2Jf,*°~**^^' 
time, to make, ordain and establish, all manner of whole- 
some and reasonable orders, laws, statutes and ordinances, 
directions and instructions, either with penalties or without; 
so as the same be not repugnant or contrary to this consti- not wwoMtto* 
tution, as they shall judge to be for the good and welfare of ^ ' 

this Conunonwealth, and for the goTemment and ordering 
thereof, and of the subjects of the same, and for the neces- 
sary support and defence of the government thereof; andnuirpTOTidtte 
to name and settle annually, or provide by fixed laws, for ^^^£!l?t of 
the naming and settling, all civu officers within the said «*'«■? 
Commonwealth, the election and constitution of whom are 
not hereafter in this form of government otherwise provided 
for ; and to set forth the several duties, powers and limits, piweribttiMir 
of the several civil and military officers of this Common- ^°***' 
wealth, and the forms of such oaths or affirmations as shall 
be respectively administered unto them for the execution of 
their several offices and places, so as the same be not repug- 
nant or contrary to this constitution; and to impose andimpoMtoM; 
levy proportional and reasonable assessments, rates and 
taxes, upon all the inhabitants of, and persons resident, and 
estates lying, within the said Commonwealth; and also todattMudw. 
impose and levy reasonable duties and excises upon any pro- ^'^^'^ 
duce, goods, wares, merchandise, and commodities whatso- 
ever, brought into, produced, manu&ctured, or being within 
the same ; to be issued and disposed of by warrant, under 
the hand of the governor of this Comm(mwealth for the time 
being, with the advice and consent of the council, for thetobtdispoMdof 
public service, in the necessary defence and support of the SttoMfc*^.*^ 
government of the said Commonwealth, and the protection 
and preservation of the subjects thereof, according to such 
acts as are or shall be in force within the same. 

And while the public charges of government, or any part v»ia»tkm of m- 
thereof, shall be assessed on polls and estates, in the manner ^^Sb^^ k^^ 
that has hitherto been practiced, in order that such assess- ***"•» *^ 
ments may be made with equality, there shall be a valua- 
tion of estates within the Conmionwealth, taken anew once 
in every ten years at least, and as much oftener as the gen- 
eral court shall order. 

44 
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CHAPTER I, 



XVI. 



SECTION IL 

Senate. 

tr^df^"^ Abt. I. There shall be annnally elected, by the free- 
s^l^dmento '^^^^^^ ^^^ Other hitiabitants of this Commonwealth, qual- 
Arte'^xiii. ani ifiod as ill this constitution is provided, forty persons to be 
councillors and senators, for the year ensuing their election ; 
to be chosen by the inhabitants of the districts, into which 
the Commonwealth may from time to time be divided by the 
general court for that purpose : and the general court, in 
assigning the numbers to be elected by the respective dis- 
tricts, shall govern themselves by the proportion of the 
public taxes paid by the said districts; and timely make 
known, to the inhabitants of the Commonwealth, the limits 
of each district, and the number of councillors and senators 
to be chosen therein : provided, that the number of such 
districts shall never be less than thirteen ; and that no dis- 
trict be so large as to entitle the same to choose more than 
six senators. 

And the several counties in this Commonwealth shall, 
until the general court shall determine it necessary to alter 
SM^^dmentf, ^j^^ g^|^ distrfcts, bc districts for the choice of councillors 
and senators, (except that the counties of Dukes county and 
Nantucket shall form one district for that purpose,) and 
shall elect the following number for councillors and sena- 
tors, viz. : — 



CoonUet to b« 
dlBtrlets, until, 



Suffolk, 
Efitez, 

Middlesex, • 
Hampehire, 
Plymouth, . 
Barnstable, . 
Bristol, 



fix. 

six. 

five, 
four, 
three. 

one. 
three. 



York, ... 


two. 


Dukes Co. and Nantucket, . 


one. 


Worcester, . 


five. 


Cumberland, 


one. 


Lincoln, . 


one. 


Berkshire, . 


two. 



of ohooiring md»- ■f,««.A 
tow and ooimdl- •'^^^ 
Ion. 



See amendments, 
Art«.n.,X.,XIT. 
and XV. 



Manner and time II. The Senate shall be the first branch of the legisla- 

and the senators shall be chosen in the following 

manner, viz. : there shall be a meeting on the first Monday 

in April, annually, forever, of the inhabitants of each town 

in the several counties of this Commonwealtli, to be called 

by the selectmen, and warned in due course of law, at least 

seven days before the first Monday in April, for the purpose 

seeaaundmenti, of electing pcrsons to bo scuators and councillors ; and at 

*** ^ such meetings every male inhabitant of twenty-one years of 

age and upwards, having a freehold estate, within the Com- 



Art.m. 
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monwealth, of the annual income of three pounds, or any 
estate of the value of sixty pounds, shall have a right to 
give in his vote for the senators for the district of which he 
is an inhabitant. And to remove all doubts concerning the word "inhab- 
meaning of the word "inhabitant," in this constitution, ***"*' ^^°*^' 
every person shall be considered as an inhabitant, for the 
purpose of electing and being elected into any office, or 
place within this State, in that town, district, or plantation, 
where he dwelleth, or hath his home. 

The selectmen of the several towns shall preside at such selectmen to pw- 
meetings impartially, and shall receive the votes of all the mMttogs!^"^ 
inhabitants of such towns, present and qualified to vote for • 
senators, and shall sort and count them in open town meet- 
ing, and in presence of the town clerk, who shall make a Eeturn of yotet. 
fair record, jn presence of the selectmen, and in open town 
meeting, of the name of every person voted for, and of the 
number of votes against his name ; and a fair copy of this 
record shall be attested by the selectmen and the town clerk, 
and shall be sealed up, directed to the secretary of the 
Commonwealth, for the time being, with a superscription 
expressing the purport of the contents thereof, and delivered 
by the town clerk of such towns, to the sheriff of the county see amendment*, 
in which such town lies, thirty days at least before the last ^^-^ *°*^' 
Wednesday in May, annually ; or it shall be delivered mto the 
secretary's office seventeen days at least before the said last 
Wednesday in May : and the sheriff of each county shall 
deliver all such certificates, by him received, into the secre- 
tary's office, seventeen days before the said last Wednesday 
in May. 

And the inhabitants of plantations unincorporated, qual- inh&bitantB of 
ified as this constitution provides, who are or shall be em- pSISSSSm^^o 
powered and required to assess taxes upon themselves gjy^^ ****** 
toward the support of government, shall have the same 
privilege of voting for councillors and senators, in the plan- 
tations where they reside, as town inhabitants have in their 
respective towns ; and the plantation meetings for that pur- puntatkm meet- 
pose shall be held, annually, on the same first Monday in*°^ 
April, at such place in the plantations, respectively, as the sw •mendmeata, 
assessors thereof shall direct ; which assessors shall have 
like authority for notifying the electors, collectmg and Aawwon to no- 
returning the votes, as the selectmen and town clerks have **^'' ^'^' 
in their several towns, by this constitution. And all other 
persons living in places unincorporated, (qualified as afore- 
said,) who shall be assessed to the support of government, 
by the assessors of an adjacent town, shall have the privi- 
lege of giving in their votes for councillors and senators, in 
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the town where tiiey shall be assessed, and be notified of the 
place of meeting, by the selectmen of the town where they 
shall be assessed, for that purpose, accordingly. 
ck>T«nMkruid III. And that there may be a due convention of sena- 
Z!^J^SS!mt tors on the last Wednesday in May, annually, the governor, 
J2Si!Sl?~* ^^^ fi^® ^f ^^® council, for the time being, shall, as soon as 
8MMB«MintBtf,may be, examine the returned copies of such records ; and 
^^ * fourteen days before the said day, he shall issue his sum- 

mons to such persons as shall appear to be chosen by a ma- 
jority of voters, to attend on that day, and take their seats 
accordingly: provided, nevertheless, that for the first year, 
• the said returned copies shall be examined by the president 
and five of the council of the former constitution of govern- 
ment ; and the said president shall, in like manner, issue 
his simmions to the persons so elected, that they may take 
their seats as aforesaid. 
seiMittobtfliMa lY. The senate shall be the final judge of the elections, 
^kf^o^^i?^ returns, and qualifications of their own members, as pointed 
■'*'*^- out in the constitution ; and shall, on the said last Wednes- 
g-iiwdmwti, day in May, annually, determine and declare who are elected 
^^' ^' by each district, to be senators, by a majority of votes : and 

in case there shall not appear to be the full number of senar 
tors returned, elected by a majority of votes, for any dis- 
trict, the deficiency shall be supplied in the following man- 
ner, viz. : The members of the house of representatives, and 
such senators as shall be declared elected, shall take the 
names of such persons as shall be found to have the highest 
number of votes in such district, and not elected, amounting 
to twice the number of senators wanting, if there be so many 
voted for ; and out of these, shall elect by ballot a number 
of senators sufficient to fill up the vacancies in such district ; 
and in this manner all such vacancies shall be filled up in 
every district of the Commonwealth ; and in like manner all 
vacancies in the senate, arising by death, removal out of the 
State, or otherwise, shall be supplied as soon as may be 
after such vacancies shall happen. 
I of V. Provided, nevertheless, that no person shall be capa- 
eJTimndiiMnftf, blc of being elected as a senator, who is not seized in his 
^' ^°°- own right of a freehold, within this Commonwealth, of the 
value of three hundred pounds at least, or possessed of per- 
sonal estate of the value of six himdred pounds at least, or 
of both to the amount of the same sum, and who has not 
been an inhabitant of this Commonwedth for the space of 
five years immediately preceding his election, and, at the 
time of his election, he shall be an inhabitant in the district 
for which he shall be chosen. 
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VI. The senate shall have power to adjourn themselves, senate not to ad- 
provided such adjournments do not exceed two days at a tJrodaji?* ****" 
time. 

VII. The senate shall choose its own president, appoint shaii chooee-iti 
its own officers, and determine its own rules of proceedings. SS^^ST^'Sl 

Vni. The senate shall be a court, with full authority, to ^^^ ^ •ii ^- 
hear and determine all impeachments made by the house ^f p*^'*™"**" 
representatives, against any officer or officers of the Com- 
monwealth, for misconduct and mal-administration in their 
offices : but, previous to the trial of every impeachment, the oath. 
members of the senate shall, respectively, be sworn, truly 
•and impartially to try and determine the charge in question, 
according to evidence. Tlieir judgment, however, shall not imitation of 
extend further than to removal from office, and disqualifica- "°**™** 
tion to hold or enjoy any place of honor, trust, or profit, 
under this Commonwealth : but the party so convicted shall 
be, nevertheless, liable to indictment, trial, judgment and 
punishment, according to the laws of the land. 

IX. Not less than sixteen members of the senate shall Qnomm. 
constitute a quorum for doing business. 



CHAPTER I. 

iSlcTION III. 

Hotise of Representatives. 

Art. I. There shall be, in the legislature of this Com- Repreeentationof 
men wealth, a representation of the people, annually elected, *'**'***^^ji(m 
and founded upon the principle of equality. ^ ,w^SiS 

II. And in order to provide for a representation of the Repweentatire*, 
citizens of this Commonwealth, founded upon the principle sLll^ii^rata, 
of equality, every corporate town, containing one hundred^. ^^' "^ 
and fifty ratable polls, may elect one representative ; every 
corporate town, containing three hundred and seventy-five 
ratable polls, may elect two representatives ; every corporate 
town, containing six hundred ratable poUs, may elect three 
representatives ; and proceeding in that manner, making two 
hundred and twenty-five ratable polls the mean increasing 
number for every additional representative. 

Provided, nevertheless, that each town now incorporated, Proviao as to 
not having one hundred and fifty ratable polls, may elect STSim^ 
one representative ; but no place shall hereafter be incorpo- "^^'^ ^"■• 
rated with the privilege of electing a representative, imless 
there are within the same one hundred and fifty ratable 
polls. 
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TowBt Hftbto to And the bouse of repreeentatives shall have power, firom 
iMiBOM»,A«. ^jjj^^ ^ time, to impose fines upon such towns as shall neg- 
lect to choose and return members to the same, agreeably to 
this constitution. 
Expmie of tmr- The exponses of travelling to the general assembly, and 
tb^lramSoM^ returning home, once in every session, and no more, shall 
how paid. ^ pj^ J jjy ^^ government, out of the public treasury, to 
every member who shall attend as seasonably as he can, 
in the judgment of the house, and does not depart without 
leave. 
QoaiifleatioiM of HI. Evcry mcmbor of the house of representatives shall 
soTiS^dl^ta; be chosen by written votes ; and, for one year at least next 
Arto. xiu. and preceding his election, shall have been an inhabitant of, and 
have been seized in his own right of, a freehold of the vidue 
of one hundred pounds, within the town he shall be chosen 
to represent, or any ratable estate to the value of two hun- 
dred pounds ; and he shall cease to represent the said town, 
immediately on his ceasing to be qualified as aforesaid. 
?^52S******** ^ ^^' Every mide person, being twenty-one years of age, 
and resident in any particular town in this Commonwealth, 
BMainoDdiiiento, for the spacc of oue year next preceding, having a freehold 
^^ ™ estate within the same town, of the annual income of three 

poimds, or any estate of the value of sixty pounds, shall 
have a right to vote in the choice of a representative or rep- 
resentatives for the said town. • 
RepraentetiTM, Y. The mcmbcrs of the house of representatives shall 
S^LS^^ntt, be chosen annually in the month of May, ten days at least 
Arte. X. and XV. b^fQi^ the last Wednesday of that month. 
HooMftioMeM VI. The house of representatives shall be the grand 
impMch. inquest of this Commonwealth ; and all impeachments made 

by them shall be heard and tried by the senate. 
HooMtoorigi- Vn. All money bills shall originate in the house of rep- 
Di^aUmoDej p^g^ntatives ; but the senate may propose or concur witii 

amendments, as on other bills. 
NottoMUonm VIII. The housc of representatives shall have power to 
mora than two ^^^jqu^x thcmsclves ; provided such adjournment shall not 

exceed two days at a time. 
Qoonun. IX. Not Icss than sixty members of the house of repre- 

sentatives shall constitute a quorum for doing business. 
HouMtojadge^ X. Tho housc of representatives shall be the judge of 
ito^membin; thc rctums, clectious, and qualifications of its own members, 
to GhooM its offl- as pointed out in the constitution; shall choose their own 
itoi^,'So!*^*^ speaker, appoint their own officers, and settie the rules and 
M»j punish ft>r ordcrs of proccediug in their own house. They shall have 
i« ««.« authority to punish by imprisonment, every person, not a 
member, who shall be guilty of disrespect to the house, by 
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any disorderly or contemptuous behavior in its presence ; or 
who, in the town where the general court is sitting, and dur- 
ing the time of its sitting, shall threaten harm to the body 
or estate of any of its members, for any thing said or done 
in the house ; or who shall assault any of them therefor ; or 
who shall assault, or arrest, any witness, or other person, 
ordered to attend the house, in his way in going, or return- 
ing ; or who shall rescue any person arrested by the order 
of the house. 

And no member of the house of representatives shall be J^SS^**^ 
arrested, or held to bail on mean process, during his going ^"^ 
unto, returning from, or his attending, the general assembly. 

XI. The senate shall have the same powers in the like ^J^*"^J 
cases ; and the governor and council shall have the same pankh. 
authority to punish in like cases: provided, that no impris- G«ii«mi umita- 
onment, on the warrant or order of the governor, council, ****"' 
senate, or house of representatives, for either of the above 
described oflFences, be for a term exceeding thirty days. 

And the senate and house of representatives may try and ^^J^g^^^^ 
determine all cases where their rights and privileges are ottwwtoe.* 
concerned, and which, by the constitution, they have author- 
ity to try and determine, by committees of their own mem- 
bers, or in such other way as they may, respectively, think 
best. 



CHAPTER II. 

EXECUTIVE POWER. 
SECTION I. 

Governor. 

Art. I. There shall be a supreme executive magistrate, oovemor. 
who shall be styled— THE GOVERNOR OP THE COM- 
MONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS; and whose title ma titie. 
shall be — His Excellency. 

n. The governor shall be chosen annually ; and no per- to bechoBenan- 
son shall be eligible to this office, unless, at the time of his Q^!!^ii:atioiif. 
election, he shall have been an inhabitant of this Common- 
wealth for seven years next preceding ; and unless he shall, 
at the same time, be seized, in his own right, of a freehold, 
within the Commonwealth, of the value of one thousand 
pounds; and imless he shall declare himself to be of the seeMagidmeiiti, 
Christian religion. ^^' 
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ByirtiomchoeMi, m. Those persoos who shall be qualified to vote for 
j^rf^JUaT*" senators and representatives, within the several towns of 
55,*^^JS^: this Commonwealth, shall, at a meeting to be called for that 
and XV? * purpose, on the first Monday of April, annually, give in their 
votes for a governor, to the selectmen, who shall preside at 
such meetings ; and the town clerk, in the presence imd with 
the assistance of the selectmen, shall, in open town meeting, 
sort and coimt the votes, and form a list of the persons 
voted for, with the number of votes for each person against 
his name ; and shall make a fair record of the same in the 
town books, and a public declaration thereof in the said 
meeting ; and shall, in the presence of the inhabitants, seal 
up copies of tlie said list, attested by him and the selectmen, 
and transmit the same to the sheriff of the county, thirty 
days at least before the last Wednesday in May ; and the 
sheriff shall transmit the same to the secretary's office, 
seventeen days at least before the said last Wednesday in 
May ; or the selectmen may cause returns of the same to be 
made, to the office of the secretary of the Commonwe^th, 
seventeen days, at least, before the said day ; and the secre- 
tary shall lay the same before the senate and the house of 
representatives, on the last Wednesday in May, to be by 
them examined ; and in case of an election by a majority of 
all the votes returned, the choice shall be by them declared 
How ehoini, and published ; but if no person shall have a majority of 
mThMamik votcs, tho housc of representatives shall, by ballot, elect two 
***^- out of four persons, who had the highest number of votes, 

if so many shall have been voted for ; but, if otherwise, out 
of the number voted for ; and make return to the senate of 
the two persons so elected ; on which, the senate shall pro- 
ceed, by ballot, to elect one, who shall be declared governor. 
OT^^f***^" ^^* '^^^ governor shall have authority, from time to 
^'andeou^dT^' time, at his discretion, to assemble and cdl together the 
councillors of this Commonwealth for the time being ; and 
the governor, with the said councillors, or five of them at 
least, shall, and may, from time to time, hold and keep a 
coimcil, for the ordering and directing the affairs of the 
Commonwealth, agreeably to the constitution and the laws 
of the land. 
8«iii0 subject. V. The governor, with advice of council, shall have full 

power and authority, during the session of the general court, 
to adjourn or prorogue the same to any time the two houses 
shall desire ; and to dissolve the same on the day next pre- 
sm ^dments, Ceding the last Wednesday in May ; and, in the recess of 
the said court, to prorogue the same from time to time, not 
exceeding ninety days in any one recess; and to call it 
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together sooner than the time to which it may be adjourned 
or prorogued, if the welfare of the Commonwealth shall 
require the same ; and in case of any infectious distemper 
prevailing in the place where the said court is next at any 
time to convene, or any other cause happening, whereby 
danger may arise to the health or lives of the members from 
their attendance, he may direct the session to be held at 
some other the most convenient place within the State. 

And the governor shall dissolve the said general court on see«m«idiiiMiti, 
the day next preceding the last Wednesday in May. 

VI. In cases of disagreement between the two houses, Qo'^jo'w'd 
with regard to the necessity, expediency, or time of adjourn- joam the g«nerai 
ment, or prorogation, the governor, with advice of the coun- &<Sfba?notM* 
cil, shall have a right to adjourn or prorogue the general JJ^"***^ 
court, not exceeding ninety days, as he shall determine the 

public good shall require. 

VII. The governor of this Commonwealth, for the time ^^l^^,^, 
being, shall be the commander-in-chief of the army and navy , SSt 

and of all the military forces of the State, by sea and land ; 
and shall have full power, by himself, or by any commander, 
or other officer or officers, from time to time, to train, 
instruct, exercise and govern the militia and navy; and, 
for the special defence and safety of the Commonwealth, to 
assemble in martial array, and put in warlike posture, the 
inhabitants thereof, and to lead and conduct them, and with 
them, to encounter, repel, resist, expel and pursue, by force 
of arms, as well by sea as by land, within or without the 
limits of this Commonwealth, and also to kill, slay and 
destroy, if necessary, and conquer, by all fitting ways, enter- 
prises and means whatsoever, all and every such person and 
persons as shall, at any time hereafter, in a hostile manner, 
attempt or enterprise the destruction, invasion, detriment, 
or annoyance of this Commonwealth ; and to use and exer- 
cise, over the army and navy, and over the militia in actual 
service, the law martial, in time of war or invasion, and also 
in time of rebellion, declared by the legislature to exist, as 
occasion shall necessarily require ; and to take and surprise, 
by all ways and mcMis whatsoever, all and every such person 
or persons, with their ships, arms, ammunition and other 
goods, as shall, in a hostile maimer, invade, or attempt the 
invading, conquering, or annoying this Commonwealth ; and 
that the governor be intrusted with all these and other 
powers, incident to the offices of captain-general and com- 
mander-in-chief, and admiral, to be exercised agreeably to 
the rules and regulations of the constitution, and the laws of 
the land, and not otherwise. 

45 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



354 



coNsrrnn^oN. 



oooimU ma J par- 
don olfan 
oept, ke. 



Bats 

OODTietiOD 



▲U JQdkUl oA- 
ccrtf fro., bow 
nominatod and 
appointod. 
8m anMDdaMoto, 

Arts. xiy.,XYn. 

and XIX. 



limtia 



Art.T. 



How 



't«, 



bow appointed 



Taeanoiea, how 
filled, In oase. 
ke. 



OfScert, dnlT 
ooaunlMknMd, 



Froyidedy that the sftid governoF shall noftt ftt anj tune 
hereafter, by Tu*tue of aay power by tiiis constitatioa granted, 
or hereafter to be granted to him bj the legislature, traas- 
port any of the iahabitauts of this Gommaiiwealth, or oUige 
them to march out of the limits of the same, without their 
free and voluntary consent, or the consent of the general 
court ; except so &r as Hiay be necessary to march or trans- 
port them by land or water, for the defence of such part of 
the State to which th^y cannot otherwise conTenientiy have 
access. 

Vm, The power of pardoning oflfonces, except such as 
persons may be convicted of before the senate, by an impeach- 
ment of the house, shall be in the governor, by and with the 
advice of council ; but no charter of pardon, granted by the 
governor, with advice of the council, before conviction, shall 
avail the party pleading the same, notwithstimding any 
general or particular expressions contained therein, descrip- 
tive of the offence or offences intended to be pardoned. 

IX. All judicial officers, the attorney-general, the solici- 
tor-general, all sherifib, coroners, and registers of probate, 
shall be nominated and appointed by the governor, by and 
with the advice and consent of the council ; and every such 
nomination s^all be made by the governor, and made at least 
seven days prior to such anointment. 

X. The captains and subalterns of the militia shall be 
elected by the written votes of the train-band and alarm list 
of their respective companies, of twenty-one years of age and 
upwards ; the field officers of regiments shall be elected by 
the written votes of the captains and subalterns of their 
respective regiments ; the brigadiers shall be elected, in like 
manner, by tbe field officers of their respective brigades ; 
and such officers, so elected, shall be commissioned by the 
governor, who shall determine their rank. 

The legislature shall, by standing laws, direct the time and 
manner of convening the electors, and of collecting votes, 
and of certifying to the governor the officers elected. 

The major-generals shall be i^pointed by the senate and 
house of representatives, each having a negative upon the 
other ; and be commissioned by the governor. 

And if the electors of brigadiers, field officers, captains 
or subalterns, shall neglect or refuse to make such elections, 
after being duly notified, according to the laws for the time 
being, then the governor, with advice of council, shall appoint 
suitable persons to fill such offices. 

And no officer, duly commissioned to command in the 
militia, shall be removed from his office, but by the address 
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of both houses to the governor, or by fkir trial in conrt mar-s^wnMndmeirti, 
tial, pursuant to the laws of the Commonwealth for the time ^^' 
being. 

The commanding officers of regiments shall appoint their AdjutMita, &c., 
adjutants and quarter-masters ; the brigadiers their brigade- ^^^ »pp<^*«* 
majors ; and the major-generals their aids ; and the governor 
shall apppoint the adjutant-general. 

The governor, with advice of council, shall appoint all 
officers of the continental army, whom by the confeder- 
ation of the United States it is provided that this Com- 
monwealth shall appoint, — as also all officers of forts and 
garrisons. 

The divisions of the militia into brigades, regiments and ^iSJ^****'* ^ 
companies, made in pursuance of the militia laws now in 
force, shall be considered as the proper divisions of the mili- 
tia of this Commonwealth, until the same shall be altered in 
parmiance of some future law. 

XI. No moneys shall be issued out of the treasury of Money, b^r 
this Commonwealth, and disposed of, (except such sums as ttmSmy, ezotpt, 
may be appropriated for the redemption of bills of credit or *®' 
treasurer's notes, or for the payment of interest arising 
thereon) but by warrant under the hand of the governor for 

the time being, with the advice and consent of the council, 
for the necessary defence and support of the Commonwealth, 
and for the protection and preservation of the inhabitants 
thereof, agreeably to the acts and resolves of the general 
court. 

XII. All public boards, the commissary-general, all ^pubHo^j^, 
superintending officers of public magazines and stores, qikwijretarns 
belonging to this Commonwealth, and all commanding 

officers of forts and garrisons within the same, shall, once in 
every three months, officially and without requisition, and 
at other times, when required by the governor, deliver to 
him an account of all goods, stores, provisions, ammunition, 
cannon with their appendages, and small arms with their 
accoutrements, and of all other public property whatever 
under their care, respectively ; distinguishing the quantity, 
number, quality and kind of each, as particularly as maybe; 
together with the condition of such forts and garrisons ; and 
the said commanding officer shall exhibit to the governor, 
when required by him, true and exact plans of such forts, 
and of the land and sea, or harbor or harbors, adjacent. 

And the said boards, and all public officers, shall commu- 
nicate to the governor, as soon as may be after receiving the 
same, ill letters, despatches, and intelligences of a public 
nature, which shall be directed to them respectively. 
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Xin. As the public good requires that the goTemor 
should not be under the undue influence of any of the mem- 
bers of the general court, hy a dependence on them for his 
support — that he should, in all cases, act with freedom for 
the benefit of the public— tliat he should not have his at^- 
tion necessarily diverted from Hiat object to his private 
concerns — and that he should maintain the dignity of the 
Commonwealth in the character of its chief magistrate — 
it is necessary that he should have an honorable stated 
salary, of a fixed and permanent value, amply sufficient for 
those purposes, and established by standing laws : and it 
shall be among the first acts of the general court, after the 
commencement of this constitution, to establish such salary 
by law accordingly. 

Permanent and honorable salaries shall also be established 
by law for the justices of the supreme judicial court. 
SSJlS^tfiSiS- ^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^ ^ found, that any of the salaries aforesaid, 
- ' so established, are insufficient, they shall, from time to time, 

be enlarged, as the general court shall judge proper. 
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CHAPTER II. 

SECTION IL 
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Art. I. There shall be annually elected a lieutenant^v- 
ernor of the Commonwealtiii of Massachusetts, whose title 
shall be — His Honor ; and who shall be qualified, in point 
seeamendmenta, of religiou, property, and residence in the Commonwealth, 
in the same manner with the governor ; and the day and 
manner of his election, and the qualifications of the electors, 
shall be the same as are required in the election of a gov- 
ernor. The return of the votes for this officer, and the 
declaration of his election, shall be in the same manner ; 
and if no one person shall be found to have a majority of all 
the votes returned, the vacancy shall be filled by the senate 
and house of representatives, in the same manner as the 
governor is to be elected, in case no one person shall have a 
majority of the votes of the people to be governor. 

II. The governor, and in his absence the lieutenant- 
governor, shall be president of the council, but shall have 
no vote in council ; and the lieutenant-governor shall always 
be a member of the coimcil, except when the chair of the 
governor shall be vacant. 
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III. Whenever the chair of the governor shall be vacant, i4««*«n«t-goT- 
by reason of his death, or absence from the Commonwealth, ^p>T«nior, in 
or otherwise, the lieutenant-governor, for the time being, ***' *''• 
shall, during such vacancy, perform all the duties incumbent 
upon the governor, and shall have and exercise all the powers 
and authorities, which, by this constitution, the governor is 
vested with, when personally present. 



CHAPTER II. 

SECTION IIL 
Council, and the. Manner of ^settling Elections ly the Legislature. 

Abt. I. There shall be a council, for advising the gov- oounca 
ernor in the executive part of the government, to consist of see 
nine persons besides the lieutenant-governor, whom the^^'^^' 
governor, for the time being, shall have full power and 
authority, from time to time, at his discretion, to assemble 
and call together ; and the governor, with the said council- 
lors, or five of them at least, shall and may, from time to 
time, hold and keep a council, for the ordering and directing 
the affairs of the Commonwealth, according to the laws of 
the land. 

II. Nine councillors shall be annually chosen from among Number; from 
the persons returned for coimcillors and senators, on the lastSSSl."^^*'' 
Wednesday in May, by the joint ballot of the senators anda<»Mpy<to»nta, 
representatives assembled in one room; and in case there and xn'.* 
shall not be found, upon the first choice, the whole number 
of nine persons who will accept a seat in the council, the 
deficiency shall be made up by the electors aforesaid from 
among the people at large ; and the number of senators left, 
shall constitute the senate for the year. The seats of the ^„;j;;^uJj; 
persons thus elected from the senate, and accepting the trust, S^^ to'b! 
shall be vacated in the senate. tioated. 

in. The councillors, in the civil arrangements of thejjj^<>^^'»™^' 
Commonwealth, shall have rank next after the lieutenant- 
governor. 

IV. Not more than two councillors shall be chosen out SJU^mowUMo 
of any one district of this Commonwealth. • two. 

V. The resolutions and advice of the council shall bej^i^of 
recorded in a register, and signed by the members present ; ^ 

and this record may be called for, at any time, by either 
bouse of the legislature ; and any member of the council 
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maj inaert his opini<my contrary to the reeolation of the 
majoritj. 
ooondi to en^ VI. Whenever the office of the governor and Ueutenant- 
^ramorf^MM, govemor shall be vacant, by reason of death, absmce, or 
*^' otherwise, then the conncil, or the major part of them, shall, 

during such vacancy, have full power and authority, to do, 
and execute, all and every such acts, matters and things, as 
the governor or the lieutenant-governor might or could, by 
virtue of this constitution, do or execute, if they, or eitiier 
of them, were personally present. 
JJjctfMi Bjijbe vn. And whereas the elections appointed to be made 
fce. "" ' by this constitution, on the last Wednesday in May annually, 
by the two houses of the legislature, may not be completed 
on that day, the said elections may be adjourned from day 
Order tbenof. to day, uutil the same shall be completed. And the order 
of elections shall be as follows : the vacancies in the senate, 
if any, shall first be filled up ; the govemor and lieutenant- 
governor shall then be elected, provided there diould be no 
choice of them by the people ; and afterwards the two houses 
shall proceed to the electi(m of the council. 



CHAPTER II. 

SBcnoN rv. 

Secretary^ Treasurer^ Commissary y Sfc. 

6Mi«tu7,i^ Art. I. The secretary, treasurer and reoeiver-general, 
b^^^. and the commissary-general, notaries public^ and naval offi- 
jST"??*^*** cers, shall be chosen annually, by joint ballot of the senators 
^^^^- and representatives, in one room. And, that the citizens of 

Treamirwiiieiici. this Commonwcalth may be assured, from time to time, tiiat 
Sii*TiSSiiw° the moneys remaining in the public treasury, upon the set- 
^•^- tlement and liquidation of the public accounts, are their 

property, no man shall be eligible as treasiirer and receiver- 
general more than five years successively, 
seereterytokeep H. Thc rccords of thc Gommonwcalth shall be kept in 
tt^^m^d the office of the secretary, who may appoint his deputies, for 
eovneu, a«. whoso couduct hc sh^ be accountable, and be shall attend 
the governor and council, the senateand house of representa- 
tives, in person, or by liis deputies, as they shall respectively 
require. 
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CHAPTER III. 

JUDIOIABT POWBR. 

Abt. I. The tenure, that all couuuission officers shall by ^JJ^J.^^^^ 
law have in their offices, shall be expressed in their respec- tcm to im ez- 
tive commissions. All judicial officers, duly appointed, JJSSi oooen 
commissioned and sworn, shall hold their offices during good ^J^^^JJ^fT^ilJ: 
behayior, excepting such concerning whom there is different tIot, ww^t, kc. 
provision made in this constitution : provided, nevertheless, 2Si»doJaddw2 
the governor, with consent of the council, may remove them 
upon the address of both houses of the legislature. 

n. Each branch of the legislature, as well as the governor '""'"V^^J; 
and council, shall have authority to require the opinions of ora^to jgre 
the justices of the supreme judicial court, upon important JJJSS.'^ 
questions of law, and upon solenm occasions. 

III. In order that the people may not suffer from the '"■**?*t^^J^ 
long continuance in place of any justice of the peace, who SJr*'- '^ 
shall fail of discharging the important duties of his office 
with ability or fidelity, all commissions of justices of the 
peace shall expire and become void, in the term of seven 
years from their respective dates ; and, upon the expiration 
of any commission, the same may, if necessary, be renewed, 

or another person appointed, as shall most conduce to the 
well being of the Commonwealth. 

IV. The judges of probate of wills, and for granting let- J^JJpIiaS 
ters of administration, shall hold their courts at such place eoorti. 

or places, on fixed days, as the convenience of the people 
shall require ; and the legislature shall, from time to time, 
hereafter, appoint such times and places ; until which appoint- 
ments, the said courts shall be holden at the times and places 
which the respective judges shall direct. 

V. All causes of marriage, divorce and alimony, and all £jJJ^jS!,2l; 
appeals from the judges of probate, shall be heard and deter- rfmlSf*, ai 
mined by the governor and council, until the legislature ^**^ 
shall, by law, make other provision. 



CHAPTER IV. 

DlLBGATEg TO C0NQRB9S. 



The delegates of this Commonweidth to the congress of ^J|^*« 
the United States shall, some time in the month of June, 
annuidly, be elected by the joint ballot of the senate and 
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house of representatives, assembled together in one room ; 
to serve in congress for one year, to commence on the first 
Monday in November tlien next ensuing. They shall have 
commissions under the hand of the governor, and the great 
seal of the Commonwealth ; but may be recalled at any time 
within tlie year, and others chosen and commissioned, in the 
same manner, in their stead. 



CHAPTER V. 

THE UNIVERSITY AT CAMBRIDGE, AND ENCOURAGEMENT OF 
LITERATURE, &C. 

SECTION I. 

The University. 

Himrd College. Art. I. Whcrcas OUT wisc and pious ancestors, so early 
as the year one thousand six hundred and thirty-six, laid 
the foundation of Harvard College, in which university many 
persons of great eminence have, by the blessing of GOD, 
been initiated in those arts and sciences which qualified 
them for public employments, both in church and state ; and 
whereas the encouragement of arts and sciences, and all 
good literature, tends to the honor of GOD, the advantage 
of the Christian religion, and the great benefit of this, and 
kSTTkc'^of^the ^^ other United States of America, — it is declared, that the 
mwdientimdfci. President and Fellows op Harvard College, in liieir 
'"*** * corporate capacity, and their successors in that capacity, 
their ofiiccrs and servants, shall have, hold, use, exercise 
and enjoy, all the powers, authorities, rights, liberties, priv- 
ileges, immunities and franchises, which they now have, or 
are entitled to have, hold, use, exercise and enjoy ; and the 
same are hereby ratified and confirmed unto them, the said 
president and fellows of Harvard College, and to their suc- 
cessors, and to their ofiicers, and servants, respectively, 
forever. 

n. And whereas there have been, at sundry times, by 
divers persons, gifts, grants, devises of houses, lands, tene- 
ments, goods, chattels, legacies and conveyances, heretofore 
made, either to Harvard CoUege in Cambridge, in New 
England, or to the president and fellows of Harvard Col- 
lege, or to the said college, by some other description, under 
au fffiijp«nto, several charters successively ; it is declared, that all the 
&o., coBiiimed. g^^ gifts, grauts, devices, legacies and conveyances, are 
hereby forever confirmed xmto the president and fellows of 
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Harrard College^ and to their successors, in the capacity 
aforesaid, according to the true intent and meaning of the 
donor or donors, grantor or grantors, devisor or devisors. 

in. And whereas, by an act of the general court of the 
colony of Massachusetts Bay, passed in the year one thou- 
sand six hundred and forty-two, the governor and deputy- 
governor, for the time being, and all the magistrates of that 
jurisdiction, were, with the president, and a number of the 
clergy in the said act described, constituted the overseers of 
Harvard College ; and it being necessary, in this new con- 
stitution of government, to ascertain who shall be deemed 
successors to the said governor, deputy-governor, and mag- 
istrates; it is declared, that the governor, lieutenant-gov- w^ajuiu 
ernor, council and senate of this Commonwealth, are, and ^^^**"'' 
shall be deemed, their successors ; who, with the president 
of Harvard College, for the time being, together with the 
ministers of the congregational churches in the towns of 
Cambridge, Watertown, Charlestown, Boston, Roxbury, and 
Dorchester, mentioned in the said act, shall be, and hereby 
are, vested with all the powers and authority belonging, or 
in any way appertaining, to the overseers of Harvard Col- 
lege : provided, that nothing herein shall be construed to S^^J^JJ^JSJ^ 
prevent the legislature of this Commonwealth from making th«iegisutara. 
such alterations in the government of the said university, as 
shall be conducive to its advantage, and the interest of the 
republic of letters, in as full a manner as might have been 
done by the legislature of the late Province of the Massa- 
chusetts Bay. 



CHAPTER V. 

SECnOK IL 

The Encouragement of Literature^ Sfc. 

Wisdom and knowledge, as well as virtue, diffused gen- do^ ©f i^gwi^- 
erally among the body of the people, being necessary for£S!Ii*to STft- 
the preservation of their rights and liberties ; and as these aJTJKSSSiiite, 
depend on spreading the opportunities and advantages of ^^•^^^^™- 
education in the various parts of the country, and among 
the different orders of the people, it shall be the duty of 
legislatures and magistrates, in all ftiture periods, of this 
Commonwealth, to cherish the interests of literature and 
the sciences, and all seminaries of them ; especially the uni- 
versity at Cambridge, public schools, and grammar schools 

46 
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in the towns; to encourage private societies, and public 
institutions^ rewards and immunities/ for the promoticm of 
agriculture, arts, sciences, commerce, trades, manufactures, 
and a natural history of the country ; to countenance and 
inculcate the principles of humanity and general benevo- 
lence, public and private charity, industry and frugality, 
honesty and punctuality in their dealings ; sincerity, good 
humor, and all social afiections, and generous sentiments 
among the people. 



Ajrt.Vn, 



CHAPTER VI. 

OATHS AND 8UBSCEIPTI0N8 ; INCOMPATIBILITY OP AND EXCLU- 
SION PROM OFFICES ; PECUNIARY QUAUFICATIONS ; COMMIS- 
SIONS ; WRITS ; CONFIRMATION OF LAWS ; HABEAS CORPUS ; 
THE ENACTINO STYLE ; CONTINUANCE OP OFFICERS ; PROVISION 
FOR A FUTURE REVISAL OP THE CONSTITUTION, &C. 

Art. I. Any person chosen governor, lieutenant-gov- 
ernor, councillor, senator, or representative, and accepting 
the trust, shall, before he proceed to execute the duties of 
his place or office, make and subscribe the following declara- 
tion, viz. : 

" I, A. B., do declare, that I believe the Christian reU- 
gion, and have a firm persuasion of its truth ; and that I 
am seized and possessed, in my own right, of the property 
required by the constitution, as one qualification for thoa 
office or place to which I am elected." 

And the governor, lieutenant-governor, and councillors, 
shall make and subscribe the said declaration, in the pres- 
ence of the two houses of assembly ; and the senators and 
representatives, first elected under this constitution, before 
the president and five of the council of the former constitu- 
tion, and forever afterwards, before the governor and council 
for the time being. 

And every person, chosen to either of the places or offices 
aforesaid, as also any person appointed or commissioned to 
any judicial, executive, military, or other office under the 
government, shall, before he enters on the discharge of tlie 
business of his place or office, take and subscribe the fol- 
lowing declaration, and oaths or affirmations, viz. : 
SMMMiidiiiMita, a i^ j^ B^ Jq i^^ij a^jj^j sincerely acknowledge, profess, 

testify and declare, that the Commonwealth of Maissacha- 
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Bette is, and of right ought to be, a firee, soTereign, and 
independ^it State ; and I do swear, that I will bear true 
faith and allegiance to the said Commonwealth, and that I 
will defend the same against traitorous conspiracies and all 
hostile attempts whatsoever ; and that I do renounce and 
abjure all allegiance, subjection and obedience to the king, 
queen, or government of Great Britain, (as the case may 
be,) and every other foreign power whatsoever ; and that no 
foreign prince, person, prelate, state, or potentate, hath, or 
ought to have, any jurisdiction, superiority, preeminence, 
authority, dispensing or other power, in any matter, civil, 
ecclesiastical or spiritual, within this Commonwealth ; except 
the authority and power which is or may be vested by their 
constituents in the congress of the United States : and I do 
further testify and declare, that no man, or body of men, 
hath, or can have, any right to absolve or discharge me 
from the obligation of this oath, declaration, or affirmation ; 
and that I do make this acknowledgment, profession, testi- 
mony, declaration, denial, renunciation and abjuration, 
heartily and truly, according to the common meaning and 
acceptation of the. foregoing words, without any equivoca- 
tion, mental evasion, or secret reservation whatsoever. So 
help me, GOD." 

" I, A. B., do solemnly swear and affirm, that I will faith- 
fully and impartially discharge and perform all the duties 
incumbent on me as , according to the 

best of my abilities and understanding, agreeably to the 
rules and regulations of the constitution, and the laws of 
the Commonwealth. So help me, GOD." 

Provided always, that when any person, chosen or ap- 
pointed as aforesaid, shall be of the denomination of the 
people called Quakera, and shall decline taking the said 
oaths, he shall make his affirmation in the foregoing form, 
and subscribe the same, omitting the words ^^ I do swear ^^^ 
*"' and abjure^'* ^^oaih ovy^ ^^ and abjimUion,^^ in the first 
oath ; and in the second oath, the words, " swear and," and 
in each of them the words " Sa help me, GOD ; " subjoining 
instead thereof, ^^ This I do tmder the pains and penalties 
of perjury, ^^ 

And the said oaths or affirmations diall be taken and sub- 
scribed by the governor, lieutenant-governor, and council- 
lors, before the president of the senate, in the presence of 
the two houses of assembly ; and by the senators and repre- 
sentatives first elected xmder this constitution, before the 
president and five of the council of the former constitution ; 
and forever afterwards before the governor and council for 
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the time being ; and by the residue of the officers aforesaid, 
before each persons, and in such manner, as fhmi time to 
time shall be preseribed by the legislature. 
2j^JJjgJ,jJ^ II. No governor, lieutenant-governor, or judge of the 
gmor, ke., supremo judicial court, shall hold any other office or place, 
******* * imder the authority of this Oommonwealth, except such as 
by this constitution they are admitted to hold, saving tl^i 
the judges of the said court may h(dd the offices of justices 
of the peace through ike State ; nor shall they hold any 
other place or office, or receive any pension or salary from 
any other State, or government, or power, whatever. 
fluDerat^M- No person shall be ci4)able of holding or exercising at 
the same time, within this State, more than one of the fol- 
lowing offices, viz.: judge of probate — diwifiF— register of 
probate — or register of deeds; and. never more Uian any 
two offices, which are to be held by appointment of the gov- 
ernor, or the governor and council, or the senate, or the 
house of representatives, or by the election of the peofde of 
the State at large, or of the people of any county, military 
offices, and the offices of justices of the peace excepted, shall 
be held by one person. 
2g«i«*«w« No person holding the office of judge of the supreme 
judicial court — secretary — attorney-general — solicitor-gen- 
seeuMiMiiiMiiti, eral — treasurer or receiver-generid— judge of probate— com- 
^^'^^™' missary^^neral — ^president, professor, or instructor of Har- 
vard College — sheriff — clerk of the house of representatives 
— ^register of probate — register of deeds — derk <rf the su- 
preme judicial court — clerk of the inferior court of conunon 
pleas-~or officer of the customs, including in this description- 
naval officers — shall at the same time have a seat in the 
senate or house of representatives ; but their being chosen 
or appointed to, and accepting the same, shall operate as a 
resignation of ^eir seat in tiie senate or house of repre- 
sentatives ; and the place so vacated shall be filled up. 
fiMMiai^t ^^(j ^Q sQjoie rule shall take place in case any judge of 
the said supreme judiciid court, or judge of probate, shall 
accept a seat in coundl ; or any councillor shall accept of 
either of those offijses or places. 
Bribeij, ke., op. And no person shall ever be admitted to hold a seat in 
M«^ diaqaaiui- ^g legislature, or any office of trust or importance under 
the government of this Commonwealth, who shall, in the 
due course of law, have been convicted of bribery or cor- 
ruption, in obtaining an election or appointment. 
▼jjjwrf«»v III. In all cases, where sums of money are mentioned in 
this constitution, the value thereof shall be computed in 
Pvoptrij qiMUfl. silver, at six shillings and eight pence per ounce ; and it 
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shall be in the power of the legislature, fix)in time to time, gg^"*y ^ 
CO increase such qualifications, as to property, of the persons 
to be elected to offices, as the circumstances of the Com- 
monwealth shall require. 

IV. All commissions shall be in the name of the Com-Pny^uoMm. 
monwealth of Massachusetts, signed by the goTemor, and ! 
attested by the secretary or his deputy, and have the great 
seal of the Commonwealth affixed thereto. 

y. All writs, issuing out of tiie cleric's office in any of i 
the courts of law, shall be in the name of the Common- ''*'''*^^'^ 
wealth of Massachusetts ; they shall be under the seal of 
the court from whence they issue ; they shall bear test of 
the first justice of the court to whidi they shall be return- 
able, who is not a party, and be signed by the clerk of such 
court. 

VI. All the laws, which have heretofore been adopted, g^^JJJ^** ^^ 
used and approved, in the Province, Colony, or State ofoep^tc."' **' 
Massachusetts Bay, and usually practised on in the courts 
of law, shall still remain imd be in full force, until altered 
or repealed by the legislature ; such parts only excepted as 
are repugnant to the rights and liberties contained in this 
constitution. 

Vn. The privilege and benefit of the writ of Aoft^o^ Benefit of iub«M 
corpus shall be enjoyed in this Commonwealth, in the most ^^ k^''^' 
free, easy, cheap, expeditious and ample manner ; and shall 
not be suspended by the legislature, except upon the most 
urgent and pressing occasions, and for a limited time, not 
exoeeding twelve months. 

VIII. The enacting style, in making and passing all acts, ^«Mctfng 
statutes and laws, shall. be — ^' Be it enacted by the Senate '^ 

•and House of Representatives, in (Jeneral Court assembled, 
and by the authority of the same." 

IX. To the end there maybe no failure of justice, or offloew of fomr 
danger arise to the Commonwealth, from a change of the S^^d^^,^' 
form of government, all officers, civil and military, holding 
commissions under the government and people of Massachu- 
setts Bay, in New England, and all other officers of the said 
government and people, at the time this constitution shall 

take effect, shall have, hold, use, exercise and enjoy all the 
powers and authority to them granted or committed, until 
other persons shall be appointed in th^r stead ; and all 
courts of law shall proceed in the execution of the business 
of their respective departments ; and all the executive and 
legislative cheers, bodies and powers, shaU continue in full 
force, in the enjoyment and exercise of all their trusts, 
employments and authority, imtil the general court, and the 
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supreme and executiye officers under this constitution, are 
designated and invested with their respective trusts, powers 
and authoritj. 

X. In order the more eifectuallj to adhere to the prin- 
cifdes of the eonstitution, and to correct those violations 
which hj any means may be made therein, as well as to form 
such alterations as from experience shall be found necessary, 
the general court, which riiall be in the year of our Liord 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-five, shall issue pre- 
cepts to the selectmen of the several towns, and to the 
assessors of the unincorporated plantations, directing them 
to convene the qualified voters of their respective towns 
and plantations, for the purpose of collecting their senti- 
ments on the necessity or expediency of revising the consti- 
tution, in order to amendments. 

And if it shall appear, by the returns made, that two- 
thirds of the qualified voters throughout the State, who shall 
assemble and vote in consequence of the said precepts, are 
in favor of such revision or amendment, the general court 
shall issue precepts, or direct them to be issued from the 
secretary's office, to the several towns, to elect delegates to 
meet in convention for the purpose aforesaid. 

The said delegates to be chosen in tiie same manner and 
proportion as their representatives in the second branch of 
the legislature are by this constitution to be chosen. 
^^ ^^ ^ XI. This form of government shall be enrolled on parch- 
ShfaMthis m^ ment, and deposited in the secretary's office, and be a part 
■tttatioo. ^£ ^jj^ Y^^g of the land ; and printed copies thereof shall be 
prefixed to the book containmg the laws of this Common- 
wealth, in all future editions of the- said laws. 



•cniof M&d pab- 



ARTICLES OF AMENDMENT. 

SSjJdt^^Si Abt. I. If any bill or resolve shall be objected to, and 
d^i, not to u! not approved by the governor ; and if the. general court shsdl 
h^!^^IiSLiS£ adjourn within five days after the same shall have been laid 
in thoBMuitiBM. before the governor for his approbation, and thereby pre- 
vent his returning it, with his objections, as provided by the 
constitution, such bill or resolve shall not become a law, 
nor have force as such. 
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Abt. n. The general court shall have full power ando«iMnic 
authority to erect and constitute municipal or city gOYem-cSS^dS^ 
ments, in any corporate town or towns in this Common- . 
wealth, and to grant to the inhabitants thereof such powers, 
privileges and immunities, not repugnant to the constitution, 
as the general court shall deem necessary or expedient for 
the regulation and government thereof, and to prescribe the 
manner of calling and holding public meetings of the inhab- 
itants in wards, or otherwise, for the election of officers 
under the constitution, and the manner of returning the 
votes given at such meetings: provided, that no such gov-PiofiM. 
emment shall be erected or constituted in any town not 
containing twelve thousand inhabitants ; nor xmless it be 
with the consent, and on the application, of a majority of 
the inhabitants of such town, present and voting thereon, 
pursuant to a vote at a meeting duly warned and holden for 
that purpose ; and provided, ako, that all by-laws, made by 
such municipal or city government, shall be subject, at all 
times, to be annulled by the general court. 

Abt, III. Every male citizen of twenty-one years of age J^f^*" Jf 
and upwards, (excepting paupers and persons imder guar-eraor^uratanull 
dianship,) who shall have resided within the Commonwealth Sl^SISd'AinS!^- 
one year, and within the town or district, in which he may J^^- " ^^• 
claim a right to vote, six calendar months next preceding 
any election of governor, lieutenaat-governor, senators, or 
representatives, and who shall have paid, by himself or his 
parent, master, or guardian, any state or county tax, which 
shall, within two years next preceding such election, have 
been assessed upon him, in any town or district of this Com- 
monwealth ; and also, every citizen who shall be by law 
exempted from taxation, and who shall be in all other 
respects qualified as above mentioned, shall have a right to 
vote in such election of governor, lieutenant-governor, sena- 
tors and representatives; and no other person shall be 
entitled to vote in such elections. 

Art. IV. Notaries public shall be appointed by the gov- NojMief pjbi^ 
ernor, in the same manner as judicial officers are appointed, a^moyed. 
and shall hold their offices during seven years, xmless sooner 
removed by the governor, with the consent of the council, 
upon the address of both houses of the legislature. 

In case the office of secretary or treasurer of the Com- J««jj<^^^ 
monwealth shall become vacant from any cause, during the ry «mi trMranr, 
recess of the general court, the governor, with the advice jKr*****^***' 
and consent of the council, shall nominate and appoint, J^^J^jJ^^^*"* 
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under snch regnlfttions as may be prescribed by law, a com- 
petent and suitable person to snch vacant office, who shall 
hold the same until a successor shall be appointed by the 
general court. 
coMitaMTT-fw- Whenever the exigencies of the Commonwealth shall 
Mintod!^iB cM^ require the appointment of a commissary-general, he shall 
*® be nominated, appointed and commissioned, in such manner 

as the legislature may, by law, prescribe. 

All officers commissioned to command in the militia, msLj 
be removed from office in such manner as the legislature 
may, by law, prescribe. 



Mflitla 
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Abt. Y. In the elections of captains and subalterns <^ 
the militia, all the members of their respective companies, 
as well those under, as those above the age of twenty-one 
years, shall have a right to vote. 

Art. YI. Instead of the oath of allegiance prescribed 
by the constitution, the following oath shall be taken and 
subscribed by every person chosen or appointed to any office, 
civil or military, under the government of this Common- 
wealth, before he shall enter on tlie duties of his office, to 
wit: — 

" I, A. B., do solemnly swear, that I will bear true faith 
and allegiance to the Comm<mwealth of Massachusetts, and 
will support the constitution thereof. So help me, GrOD." 
,iii Provided^ That when any person shall be of the denomi- 
nation called Quakers, and shall decline taking said oath, he 
shall make his affirmation in the foregoing form, omitting 
the word " swear," and inserting, instead Siereof, the word 
" affirm," and omitting the words " So help me, Gk)d," and 
subjoining, instead thereof, the words " This I do under the 
pains and penalties of perjury." 



TMto ftboUdMd. 



IneompfttSUli^ 
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Art. YII. No oath, declaration or subscription, except- 
ing the oath prescribed in the preceding article, and the oath 
of office, shall be required of the governor, lieutenant-gov- 
ernor, councillors, senators or representatives, to qualify 
them to perform the duties of their respective offices. 

Art. YIII. No judge of any court of this Commonwealth, 
(except the court of sessions,) and no person holding any 
office under the authority of the United States, (postmasters 
excepted,) shall, at the same time, hold the office of gov- 
ernor, lieutenant-governor, or councillor, or have a seat in 
tiie senate or house of representatives of this Commcmwealth ; 
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and no judge of any court in ibis Commonwealth, (except 
the court of sessions,) nor the attorney-general, solicitor- 
general, county-attorney, clerk of any court, sheriff, treasurer 
and receivor-general, register of probate, nor register of 
deeds, shall continue to hold his said office after being elected 
a member of the Congress of the United States, and accept- 
ing that trust ; but the acceptance of such trust, by any of 
the officers aforesaid, shall be deemed and taken to be a 
resignation of his said office ; and judges of the courts of 
common pleas shall hold no other office under the govern- 
ment of this Commonwealth, the office of justice of the peace 
and militia offices excepted. 

Art. IX. If, at any time hereafter, any specific and par- Anwndineiits to 
ticular amendment or amendments to the constitution be SS^^**^'**^* 
proposed in the general court, and agreed to by a majority 
of the senators and two-thirds of the members of the house 
of representatives present and voting thereon, such proposed 
amendment or amendments shall be entered on the journals 
of the two houses, with the yeas and nays taken thereon, 
referred to the general court then next to be chosen, 
and shall be published ; and if, in the general court next 
chosen, as aforesaid, such proposed amendment or amend- 
ments shall be agreed to by a majority of the senators and 
two-thirds of the members of the house of representatives 
present and voting thereon, then it shall be the duty of the 
general court to submit such proposed amendment or 
amendments to the people ; and if they shall be approved and 
ratified by a majority of the qualified voters, voting thereon, 
at meethigs legally warned and holden for that purpose, 
they shall become part of the constitution of this Common- 
wealth. 

Art. X. The political year shall begin on the first Wed- comnwneMBent 
nesday of January, instead of the last Wednesday of May ; <>'P*»"**°^y«^> 
and the general court shall assemble every year on the said 
first Wednesday of January, and shall proceed, at that ses- 
sion, to make all the elections, and do all the other acts, 
which are by the constitution required to be made and done 
at the session which has heretofore commenced on the last 
Wednesday of May. And the general court shall be dissolved «»* tenBiwttkm. 
on the day next preceding the first Wednesday of January, 
without any proclamation or other act of the governor. 
But nothing herein contained shall prevent the general court 
from assembling at such other times as they shall -judge 
necessary, or when called together by the governor. The 
47 
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nfi co5iTTrmoy. 

W'^'ii*** Im u beuszrtHE* J'* Cf iv>r snd conncOIofs* shsU uso 
hoid their respeetiTe offices for ooe jc«r next feDowing ibe 
firn WednesrbiT of Jamarr^and imtLl odiers are dioeen ftnd 
qualified in their ftead. 

The meetinff' for the cfaoice of goremor, Kcotcnint-gov- 
emor, fenator* and reprcsentatiTes, shall be held on the 
second Mondar of Xovember in crerr year ; but meetings 
mar be adjonmed. if necessary, for the choice of representa- 
tiTCT, to the next dar^and again to the next succeeding daj, 
but no further. Bnt in case a second meeting shall be 
ncee«»arT for the choice of representatives, snch meetings 
shall be held on the fonrth Monday of the same month of 
November. 

All the other provisions of the constitution, respecting the 
elections and proceedings of the members of tiie general 
court, or of any other oflScers or persons whatever, that have 
reference to the last Wednesday of May as the commence- 
ment of the political year, shall be so far altered, as to have 
like reference to the first Wednesday of January. 
Artfcit, wtaijto This articlc shall go into operation on the first day of 
g»teton9«>fiiia. Ojji^^^r, next following the day when the same shall be duly 
ratified and adopted as an amendment of the constitution ; 
and the governor, lieutenant-governor, councillors, senators, 
representatives, and all other state officers, who are annually 
chosen, and who shall be chosen for the current year, when 
the same shall go into operation, shall hold their respective 
offices until the first Wednesday of January then next fol- 
lowing, and until others are chosen and qualified in their 
stead, and no longer ; and the first election of the governor, 
lieutenant-governor, senators and representatives, to be had 
in virtue of this article, shall be had conformably thereunto, 
in the month of November following the day on which the 
same shall be in force and go into operation, pursuant to the 
foregoing provision. 
lojoMtauntwo- All the provisions of the existing constitution, inconsist- 
**"* * ent with the provisions herein contained, are hereby wholly 
annulled. 

H»\\^tmdom Art. XI. Instead of the third article of the bill of rights, 
•flu liiihiKi. ^1^^ following modification and amendment thereof is substi- 
tuted : — 

" As the public worship of God, and instructions in piety, 
religion and morality, promote the happiness and prosperity 
of a people, and the security of a republican government ; 
therefore, the several religioiis societies of this Common- 
wealth, whether corporate or unincorporate, at any meeting 
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legally warned and holden for that purpose^ shall ever have 
the right to elect their pastors or religious teachers, to con- 
tract with them for their support, to raise money for erecting 
and repairing houses for public worship, for the maintenance 
of religious instruction, and for the payment of necessary 
expenses : and all persons belonging to any religious society 
shall be taken and held to be members, until they shall file 
with the clerk of such society a written notice declaring the 
dissolution of their membership, and thenceforth shall not 
be liable for any grant or contract which may be thereafter 
made or entered into by such society : and all religious 
sects and denominations, demeaning themselves peaceably, 
and as good citizens of the Commonwealth, shall be equally 
under the protection of the law ; and no subordination of 
any one sect or denomination to another shall ever be estab- 
lished by law." 

Art. XII. In order to provide for a representation of the ^{{f^*^*^^ 
citizens of this Commonwealth, founded upon tiie principles f^ im, and S^. 
of equality, a census of the ratable polls in each city, town ^**"y tbewaf- 
and district of the Commonwealth, on the first day of May, 
shall be taken and returned into the secretary's office, in 
such manner as the legislature shall provide, within the 
month of May, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-seven, and in every tenth year thereafter, 
in the month of May, in manner aforesaid : and each town RepneentaaTM, 
or city having three hundred ratable polls at the last pre- sSTtSSJtoe'JS; 
coding decennial census of polls, may elect one representa- -^'^ *"i 
tive, and for every four hundred and fifty ratable polls, 
in addition to the first three hundred, one representative 
more. 

Any town having less than three hundred ratable polls TowMha^ingieM 
shall be represented thus : The whole number of ratable JSJS, how'rS^r^ 
polls, at the last preceding deceimial census of polls, shall be '^'^• 
multiplied by ten, and the product divided by three hundred ; 
and such town may elect one representative as many years 
within ten years, as three hundred is contained in the product 
aforesaid. 

Any city or town having ratable polls enough to elect one ^"^J?Ji>®'' 
or more representatives, with any number of polls beyond "^ 
the necessary number, may be represented, as to that surplus 
number, by multiplying such surplus number by ten, and 
dividing the product by four hundred and fifty ; and such 
city or town may elect one additional representative as 
many years, within the ten years, as four hundred ai^ci fifty 
is containQ(i in the pro^UQt foresaid, 
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Any two or more of the several towns and districts may, 
by consent of a majority of the legal voters present at a legal 
meeting in each of said towns and districts, respectively, 
called for that purpose, and held previous to ibe first day of 
July, in the year in which the decennial census of polls shall 
be taken, form themselves into a r^resentative district, to 
continue until the next decennial census of polls, for the 
election of a representative or representatives ; and such 
district shall have all the rights, in regard to representation, 
which would belong to a town containing the same number 
of ratable polls. 
nj^g~jjjjj The governor and council shall ascertain and determine, 
aiMtteiraaiMr withiu the mouths of July and August, in the year of our 
to"ihSS"*lSch* Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty-seven, according 
tovaitMitttM. ^ tjjQ foregoing principles, the number of representatives 
which each city, town and representative district is entitled 
to elect, and the number of years, within the period of ten 
years then next ensuing, that each city, town and repre- 
sentative district, may elect an additional representative; 
and where any town has not a sufficient number of polls to 
elect a representative each year, then, how many years 
within the ten years, such town may elect a representative : 
N«« ftpportkm- and thc same shall be done once in ten years thereafter, by 
S^^ilr«fW7teii tjie governor and council, and the number of ratable polls 
^**"' in each decennial census of polls, shall determine the number 

of representatives which each city, town and representative 
district may elect as aforesaid; and when the number of 
representatives to be elected by each city, town or repre- 
sentative district is ascertained and determined as aforesaid, 
the governor shall cause the same to be published forthwitli 
for the information of the people, and that number shall 
remain fixed and unalterable for the period of ten years, 
ji^jjjj^ All the provisions of the existing constitution inconsistent 
" with the provisions herein contained, are hereby wholly 
annulled. 



uSStolilS^ Art. Xni. A census of the inhabitants of each city and 
in 1840, and <£ towu, ou the first day of May, shall be taken and returned 
u!!^uSr^ into the secretary's office, on or before the last day of June, 
SSSilSdre^^^ ^^® year one thousand eight hundred and forty, and of 
rMentetiTM. cvcry tcuth year thereafter ; which census shall determine 

the apportionment of senators and representatives for the 

term of ten years. 
SSSfSSaSd '^^® several senatorial districts now existing, shall be per- 
ptnotiMot. manent. The senate shall consist of forty members ; and in 

the year one thousand eight hundred and forty, and every 
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tenth year thereafter, the governor and council shall assign 
the number of senators to be chosen in each district, accord- 
ing to the number of inhabitants- in the same. But, in all 
cases, at least one senator shall be assigned to each district. 

The members of the house of representatives shall be mous© of rop»- 
apportioned in the following manner : Every town or city Vp^^^""^ 
containing twelve hundred inhabitants, may elect one repre- 
sentative ; ^d two thousand four hundred inhabitants shall 
be the mean increasing number, which shall entitle it to an 
additional representative. 

Every town containing less than twelve hundred inhabi-smmu towns, how 
tants shall be entitled to elect a representative as many times, "^p"****®** 
witliin ten years, as the number one hundred and sixty is 
contained in the number of the inhabitants of said town. 
Such towns may also elect one representative for the year 
in which the valuation of estates within the Commonwealth, 
shall be settled. 

Any two or more of the several towns may, by consent of Towns may unit* 
a majority of the legal voters present at a legal meeting, in S^diSS^**" 
each of said towns, respectively, called for that purpose, and 
held before the first day of August, in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and forty, and every tenth year thereafter, 
form themselves into a representative district, to continue 
for the term of ten years ; and such district shall have all 
the rights, in regard to representation, which would belong 
to a town containing the same number of inhabitants. 



The number of inhabitants which shall entitle a town to ^^^^^ ^^ 
elect one representative, and the mean increasing number, of inorawe. 
which shall entitle a town or city to elect more than one, 
and also the number by which the population of towns, not 
entitled to a representative every year, is to be divided, 
shall be increased, respectively, by one-tenth of the numbers 
above mentioned, whenever the population of the Common- 
wealth shall have increased to seven hundred and seventy 
thousand, and for every additional increase of seventy thou- 
sand inhabitants, the same addition of one-tenth shall be 
made, respectively, to the said numbers above mentioned. 

In the year of each decennial census, the governor and ^„n%^*J[^^ 
council shall, before the first day of September, apportion tioa the number 
the number of representatives which each city, town and SfSJhtoSnraS 
representative district is entitled to elect, and ascertain bow i°«'«y*«nye«ni 
many years, within ten years, any town may elect a repre- 
sentative, which is not entitled to elect one every year ; and 
the governor shall cause the same to be published forthwith. 

Nine councillors shall be annually chosen from among the 2S52^frSn***tht 
people at large, on the first Wednesday of January, or as peo^ati^. 
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temmdOon. 



rnebold m m 
qoAUfictttion Dot 



soon thereafter as may be, by the joint ballot of the senators 
and representatives, assembled in one room, who shall, as 
soon as may be, in like manner, fill up any vacancies that 
may happen in the council, by death, resignation or other- 
of wise. So person shall be elected a councillor who has not 
been an inhabitant of this Commonwealth for the term of 
five years immediately preceding his election ; and not more 
than one councillor shall be chosen from any one senatorial 
district in the Commonwealth. 

No possession of a freehold, or of any other estate, shall 
be required as a qualification for holding a seat in either 
branch of the general court, or in the executive council. 



Bectioiu »g^ the Abt. XIV. lu all clcctions of civil oflScers by the people 
pf^tTofTotc/ of this Commonwealth, whose election is provided for by the 
constitution, the person having the highest nimiber of votes 
shall be deemed and declared to be elected. 



Ti>M of uuraai Abt. XV. Thc meeting for the choice of governor, lieu- 

^^^dt^bto^ tenant-governor, senators and representatives, shall be held 

*^ on the Tuesday next after the nrst Monday in November, 

annually ; but in case of a failure to elect representatives on 

that day, a second meeting shall be holden, for that purpose, 

on the fourth Monday of the same month of November. 



Eight coancillors 
to be ehown 
th« peopk. 



UfdMMtanto 
district Stotc. 



Qoftlifioatton of 
eouDciUors. 



^ Abt. XVI. Eight councillors shall be annually chosen by 
^ the inhabitants of this Commonwealth, qualified to vote for 
governor. The election of councillors shall be determined 
by the same rule that is required in the election of governor. 
The legislature, at its first session after tliis amendment 
shall have been adopted, and at its first session after the 
next State census shall have been taken, and at its first ses- 
sion after each decennial State census thereafterwards, sliall 
divide the Commonwealth into eight districts of contiguous 
territory, each containing a number of inhabitants as nearly 
equal as practicable, without divicfing any town or ward of 
a city, and each entitled to elect one councillor : provided^ 
however^ that if, at any time, the constitution shidl provide 
for the division of the Commonwealth into forty senatorial 
districts, then the le^slature shall so arrange the councillor 
districts that each district shall consist of five contiguous 
senatorial districts, as they shall be, from time to time, 
established by the legislature. No person shall be eligible 
to the office of coimcillor who has not been an inhabitant of 
the Commonwealth for the term of five years immediately 
preceding his election. The day and manner of the eleo- 
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tion, the return of the votes, and the declaration of the said D»y »nd i 
elections, shall be the same as are required in the election *** *^°' 
of governor. Whenever there shall be a failure to elect the vncandeB, how 
full number of councillors, the vacancies shall be filled in the 
same manner as is required for "filling vacancies in the senate ; 
and vacimcies occasioned by death, removal from the State, 
or otherwise, shall be filled in like manner, as soon as may 
be after such vacancies shall have happened. And that organization of 
there may be no delay in the organization of the government ***^^^^"*°*' 
on the first Wednesday of January, the governor, with at 
least five councillors for the time being, shall, as soon as 
may be, examine the returned copies of the records for the 
election of governor, lieutenant-governor, and councillors ; 
and ten days before the said first Wednesday in January he 
shall issue his summons to such persons as appear to be 
chosen, to attend on that day to be qualified accordingly ; 
and the secretary shall lay the returns before the senate and 
house of representatives on the said first Wednesday in Jan- 
nary, to be by them examined ; and in case of the election 
of either of said oflicers, the choice shall be by them declared 
and published ; but in case there shall be no election of 
either of said officers, the legislature shall proceed to fill 
such vacancies in the manner provided in the constitution 
for the choice of such officers. 

Art. XVn. The secretary, treasurer and receiver-gen- Meotion of seer*- 
eral, auditor, and attorney-general, shall be chosen annually, SSStorSdStoJ- 
on the day in November prescribed for the choice of gov- JhJ^il^' ^^ 
emor ; and each person then chosen as such, duly qualified 
in other respects, shall hold his office for the term of one 
year from the third Wednesday in January next thereafter, 
and until another is chosen and qualified in his stead. The 
qualification of the voters, the manner of the election, the 
return of the votes, and the declaration of the election, shall 
be such as are required in the election of governor. In vacandM, how 
case of a failure to elect either of said officers on the day in *'**^ 
November aforesaid, or in case of the decease, in the mean 
time, of the person elected as such, such officer shall be 
chosen on or before the third Wednesday in January next 
thereafter, from the two persons who had the highest number 
of votes for said offices on the day in November aforesaid, 
by joint ballot of the senators and representatives, in one 
room ; and in case the office of secretary, or treasurer and 
receiver-general, or auditor, or attorney-general, shall 
become vacant, from any cause, during an annual or special 
session of the general court, such vacancy shall in like man- 
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ner be filled by choice firom the people at large ; but if such 
vacaocj shall occur at any other time, it shall be supplied by 
the governor by appointment, with the advice and consent 
of the council. The person so chosen or appointed, duly 
qualified in other respects, shall hold his office until his sue- 
To qoaiify within ccssor is choscn and duly qualified in his stead. In case any 
^Ara^t^d^ person chosen or appointed to either of the offices aforesaid, 
•d T«»nt gjjj^u neglect, for the space of ten days after he could other- 
wise enter upon his duties, to qualify himself in all respects 
to enter upon the discharge of such duties, the office to 
which he has been elected or appointed shall be deemed 
QtMUflcAtioitf vacant. No person shall be eligible to either of said offices 
'*^"*^'* imless he shall have been an inhabitant of this Common- 

wealth five years next preceding his election or appoint- 
ment. 

School rnoMj* Art. XVIII. All moneys raised by taxation in the towns 
pM for^tel &nd cities for the support of public schools, and all moneys 
riM Mhooif . which may be appropriated by the State for the support of 
common schools, shall be applied to, and expended in, no 
other schools than those which are conducted according to 
law, under the order and superintendence of the authorities 
of the town or city in which the money is to be expended ; 
and such moneys shall never be appropriated to any religious 
sect for the maintenance, exclusively, of its own schools. 

i-^»jjtjw to Art. XIX. The legislature shall prescribe, by general 
•lection of*5her. law, foT thc elcctiou of sheriflFs, registers of probate, commis- 
pS^bJ?**^ b^sioners of insolvency, and clerks of the courts, by the people 
the people. ^f ^hc scvcral counties, and that district-attorneys shall be 

chosen by the people of the several districts, for such term 

of office as the legislature shall prescribe. 

[Note. — The Constitution of Massachusetts was agreed upon by dele- 
gates of the people, in convention, begun and held at Cambridge, on the 
first day of September, 1779, and continued by adjournments to the 
second day of March, 1 780, when the convention adjourned to meet on the 
first Wednesday of the ensuing June. In the meantime the Constitution 
was submitted to the people, to be adopted by them, provided two-thirds 
of the votes given should be in the affirmative. When the convention 
assembled, it was found that the Constitution had been adopted by the requi- 
site number of votes, and the convention accordingly Resolved, " That the 
said Constitution or Frame of Government shall take place on the last 
Wednesday of October next ; and not before, for any purpose, save only 
for that of making elections, agreeable to this resolution." The first 
legislature assembled at Boston, on the twenty-fifth day of October, 1 780. 
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The first niiie Articles of AmendmeDt were submitted, by delegates i 
convention assembled November 15, 1820, to the people, and by thei 
approved and adopted, April 9, 1821. 

The tenth Article of Amendment was adopted by the legislatures of tl 
political years 1829-30, and 1830-31, and was approved and ratified h 
the people, May 11, 1831. 

The eleventh Article of Amendment was adopted by the legislatures < 
the political years 1832 and 1833, and was approved and ratified by tl 
people, November 11, 1833. 

The twelflh Article of Amendment was adopted by the legislatures < 
the political years 1835 and 1836, and was approved and ratified by th 
people, the fourteenth day of November, 1836. 

The thirteenth Article of Amendment was adopted by the legislature 
of the political years 1839 and 1840, and was approved and ratified b 
the people, the sixth day of April, 1840. 

The fourteenth, fiA;eenth, sixteenth, seventeenth, eighteenth and nine 
teenth Articles of Amendment were adopted by the legislatures of th 
political years 1854 and 1855, and ratified by the people the twenty-thir 
day of May, 1855.] 
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CIVIL GOVERNMENT— 1856. 



niS EXCELLBNCT 

HENRY J. GARDNER, 

GOVERNOK. 



HIS HONOR 

HENRY W. BENCHLEY, 

LIEUTENANT. GOVERNOR. 



COUNCIL. 
HORACE LYMAN, ' MOSES G. COBB, 

DAVID DAVIS, I JOHN KENRICK, 



CHARLES H. STEDMAN, 
JOSIAH O. PEABODY, 



CALEB D. HUNKING, 
EDWARD DENNY, 



THOMAS COLT. 



FRANCIS DeWITT, 

Secretary of the CommontceaUh. 
CHARLES W. LOVETT, Ist Clerk, ALBERT L. FERNALD, 2d CM. 

MOSES TENNEY, Jr., 

Treasurer and Receiver' General of the Commonwealth, 
DANIEL H. ROGERS, 1st Clerk. JOHN H. SMITH, 2d Clerk, 

CHANDLER R. RANSOM, 

Auditor of Accounts, 
WILLIAM EVELETH, Clerk. 

FRANCIS M. ADAMS, 
Messenger to the Governor and Council, 
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ELIHU C. BAKER, 

PRESIDENT. 



SUFFOLK DISTRICT. 



Abel B. Muiiroe, George M. Thacher, 

George Odiornc, Daniel Warren, 

Samuel S. Perkins, George W. Warren. 



ESSEX DISTRICT. 



John Batchelder, Ben Osgood, 

Augustus C. Carey, William Sutton. 

William Hall, 



MIDDLESEX DISTRICT. 



Elihu C. Baker, John A. Buttrick, 

Benjamin H. Brown, Abiel S. Lewis, 

Ephraim W. Bull, Z. L. Raymond. 

WOROiSTER DISTRICT. 

Francis H. Dewey, Velorus Taft, 

Jabez Fisher, Salem Towne. 

Artemas Lee, 

HAMPSHrRE DISTRICT. 

William S. Brakenridge, Oliver Warner. 

HAMPDEN DISTRICT. 

Hiram C. Brown, Benning Leavitt. 
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FRANKLIN DISTRICT. 

Almond Brainard. 

BERKSHIRE DISTRICT. 

Benjamin F. Mills, William Taylor. 

NORFOLK DISTRICT. 

James E. Carpenter, Benjamin P. White. 

Bradford K. Peirce, 

BRISTOL DISTRICT. 

David H. Bartlett, John Rogers. 

Joseph E. Dawley, 

PLYMOUTH DISTRICT. 

Amos Bates, Nathan King. 

BARNSTABLE DISTRICT. 

Sylvester Baxter, Alfred Kenrick. 

NANTUCKET AND DUKES CO. DISTRICT. 

John H. Shaw. 



PETER L. COX, Clerk, 

WILLIAM R. MARSH, Assistant^ Clerk. 

Rev. DANIEL C. EDDY, Chaplain. 

BENJAMIN STEVENS, Sergeant-at-Arms. 

WILLIAM M. WISE, Door-keeper. 
JOHN A. SAROENT, Assistant Door-keeper. 
WILLIAM SAYWARD, Postmaster. 
TILSON FULLER, Messenger. 
WUAAAM R. WISE, Poffe. 
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CHARLES A. PHELPS, 

SPEAKER, 



COUNTY OP SUFFOLK. 



Boston J Milton Austin, 

James H. Bed, 
Hiram Bosworth, 
Osmyn Brewster, 
Robert I. Burbank, 
H. G. K. Calef, 
George P. Clapp, 
John Codman, 
Morrill Cole, 
Charles C. Conley, 
George Dennie, 
Charles Dupee, 
Mieah Dyer, Jr., 
Charles Emerson, 
Lewis Endicott, 
Isaac W. Frye, 
Charles Hale, 
Theodore P. Hale, 
Samuel W. Hall, 
D&niel Hammond, 
Thomas Haviland, 
Calvin P. Hinds, 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIYE3. 



Boston^ 


Justin Jones, 




Peter C. Jones, 




Xoah Lincobi, Jr., 




Harrison Loring, 




William Makepeace, 




Watson G. Mayo, 




Elias Merwin, 




Richard Xutter, 




Charles A. Phelps, Weaker, 




John H. Pitman, 




George H. Plummer, 




William Read, 




Harrison Ritchie, 




Charles 0. Rogers, 




John W. Rogers, 




James W. Sever, 




Asa Swallow, 




David Thayer, 




Stephen Tilton, 




Charles Torrey, 




Edward A. Yose, 




J. Otis Williams. 


Chelsea^ 


Samuel Batchelder, 




Samuel Orcutt. 


North Chelsea^ 


John F. Fenno. 




COUNTY OP ESSEX. 


Amesburt/y 


Dudley Evans. 


Andovefy 


Moses Foster, Jr., 




Gayton P. Osgood. 


Beverly^ 


John I. Baker, 




Richard P. Waters. 


Boxford^ 




Bradford^ 




DanverSy 


, Israel W. Andrews, 




Eben S. Poor, 




Alonzo P. Phillips. 


Essex, 


Samuel Story. 
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Georgetown^ 


George I. Teiiney. 


Gloucestetj 


Jeremiah R. Cook, 




Edward H. Pearce. 


Groveland, 


John Tenney. 


Hamilton^ 




Haverhill, 


Trueman M. Martyn,' 




William Taggart. 


Ipswichy 


James Estes. 


Lawrence, 


John Gale, 




Benjamin Harding, 




Thomas W. Floyd. 


Lynn, 


James S. Lewis, 




Roland G. Usher, 




William F. Johnson, 




Jesse K. Snow. 


Lynnfield, 


David A. Titcomb. 


Manchester, 


Albert E. Low. 


Marblehead, 


Franklin Knight, 




Thomas W. Webber. 


Methuen, 


Joseph F. Ligalls. 


Middleton, 




Nahant, 




Newbury, 


Joseph Lunt. 


Newburyport, 


Joshua D. Robinson, 




Daniel M. Reed, 




William H. Huse. 


North Andover, 




Rockporty 


Samuel York. 


Rowley, 




Salem, 


Edward B. Arnold, 



Salisbury, 
Savgvs, 



John Chamberlain, 
Greorge H. Devereux, 
Henry Luscomb, Jr., 
John W. Russell, 
John W. Rhoades. 
WilUam H. Bagley. 
William H. Newhall. 
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SoiUh Danvers, 




Swampscotty 




Topsfield, 




Wenham^ 




West Newbury, 


Joseph Z. Gh>rdoii. 




COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX. 


Acton, 


Aaron C. Handley. 


Ashhy, 




Ashland, 




Bedford, 




Billerica, 


Zenas Herrick. 


Boocborough^ 




Brighton, 


William Warren. 


Burlington, 




Cambridge, 


William Parker, 




Henry S. Hills, 




Franklin Hall, 




Asa P. Lawrence, 




Eben Hanson. 


Carlisle, 




Charlestoion, 


James Emery, 




Lyman B. Gk)ss, 




Joseph Lovett, 




Edward R. Robinson, 




Phineas J. Stone. 


Chelmsford, 


Joseph Manning. 


Concord, 


Samuel Staples. 


Dracut, 


Joseph B. V. Cobum. 


Dunstable, 




Framingham, 


Josiah H. Temple. 


Groton, 


John W. Parker. 


Holliston, 


George Batchelder. 


Hopkinton, 


Uriah Bowker. 


Lexington, 


Simon W. Robinson. 


Lincoln, 




Littleton, 
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Lowell^ 


Joseph M. Burtt, 




Caleb Crosby, 




Weare Clifford, 




Luther J. Fletcher, 




Charles P. Hard, 




Asa Hildreth, 




Jonathan Johnson, 




Henry Phelps, Jr., 




Augustus B. Roby, 




Jonathan Weeks. 


Maldeuj 


David R. Shepard. 


Marlboro ugh y 


Hollis Loring. . 


Medfordy 


John Sparrell. 


Melrose^ 




Natick, 


Isaac Pelch. 


Newton^ 


Isaac Hagar, 


^ 


Charles E. Pike. 


North Readings 




Pepperelly 


Alfred L. Lawrence. 


Readings 


Thomas N. Jones. 


Sherbom, 




Shirley^ 




Somerville, 


Isaac Story. 


South Reading-^ 


James Oliver. 


Stoneharrtj 


Samuel Tidd. 


Stow, 




Sudbury, 


Cyrus Taylor. 


Tewksbury, 




Townsend, 


F. A. Worcester. 


Tyngsborouffhj 




Waltham, 


William P. Childs. 


Watertown, 


Levi Thaxter. 


Wayland, 




West Cambridge, 


Nehemiah M. Pesseudeu 


Westford, 


Calvin Howard. 


Weston, ' 


- 


Wilmington, 




Winchester, 


Aaron D. Weld. 


Woburn, 


Ebenezer N. Blake. 
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COUNTY OP WORGEBTEB. 



Ashburnhantj 


Ohio Whitney, Jr. 


Athol, 


James I. Goulding. 


Auburn^ 




BarrCj 


Warner Smith. 


Berlin^ 




Biackston€j 


Henry S. Mansfield. 


Bolton, 




Boyhton, 




Brookfield, 


Newton Dunton. 


Charlton, 


Mason Marble. 


Clinton, 


Horace Faulkner. 


Dana, 




Douglas, 


Edwin Moore. 


Dudley, 


Lemuel Healy. 


Fitchburg, 


Salmon W. Putnam, 




Benjamin M. Smith. 


Gardner, 


Asa Merriam. 


Grafton, 


Chandler M. Pratt. 


Hardwick, 


William Mixter. 


Harvard, 


Ebenezer C. Willard. 


Holden, 


Silas Flagg, Jr. 


Hubbardston, 


Levi Miles. 


Lancaster, 


John G. Thurston. 


Leicester, 


Lucius Woodcock. 


Leominster, 


William Heustis. 


Lunenburg, 


Solomon Tarbell. 


Mendon, 




Milford, 


Horace B. Hero. 


Millbury, 


Joseph Robbins. 


New Braintree, 




Northborough, 


Levi Wheeler. 


Northbridge, 


Jeremiah Robinson. 


North Urookfield, 


Levi Adams. 


Oakham; 


, 


Oxford, 


George W. Hartwell. 


Paxton, 




Petersham, 


John G. Mudge. 
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Phillipstanj 

Princetoriy 

BoycUston, 

Rutlandj 

Shrewsbury^ 

SotUhboroughy 

SouthbridgCy 

Spencer, 

Sterlings 

Sturbridgej 

Sutton^ 

Templeton, 

UptOHj 

Uxbridge^ 

Warren^ 

Webster^ 

Westborovg'h, 

West Boylstorij 

West Brookfieldj 

Westminster^ 

Winchendofij 

Worcester^ 



Jervis Davis. 
Abram H. Temple. 

Ezekiel D. Rockwood. 
John Edwards. 
Dennis Ward. 
Moses Sawyer, 2d. 
David K. Porter. 
Sumner Cole. 
John Sawyer, 2d. 
Elijah W. Wood. 
Charles A. Taft. 
Samuel E. Blair. 
Parmenus Keith. 
Charles P. Rice. 
Amos Child. 

Harrison G. Whitney. 
Maynard Partridge. 
Harrison Bliss, 
Elijah B. Stoddard, 
Putman W. Taft, 
George W. Russell, 
John H. Brooks. 



Amherst^ 

Belchertowtij 

Chesterfield, 

Cummington, 

Easthampton^ 

Enfieldj 

GosheUy 

Granbpy 

Greenwich^ 

Hadley^ 



COUNTY OP HAMPSHIRE. 

Baxter Eastman. 
Ebenezer Warner. 



George L. Shaw. 



P. Smith Williams. 
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Hatfield, 


Reuben H. Belden. 


Huntington, 




Middlefield, 




Northampton, 


' Daniel Kingsley, 




Samuel L. Parsons. 


Pelham, 




Plainfield, 




Prescott, 




South Hadley, 


Dexter Ingraham. 


Southampton, 


Lysander B. Bates. 


Ware, 


Samuel H. Phelps. 


Westhampton, 




Williamsburg, 


Thomas Meekins. 


Worthington, 






COUNTY OF HAMPDEN. 


Agawam, 




Blandford, 


Ralsa Taggart. 


Brimfield, 


Alfred L. Converse. 


Chester, 




Chicopee, 


Sylvester Allen, 




Jonathan Jones, 




John H. Smith. 


Granville, 




Holland, 




Holyoke, 


Joshua Gray. 


Longmeadow, 


Stephen T. Colton. 


Ludlow, 


Elisha T. Parsons. 


Monson, 


William B. Converse, 


Montgomery, 




Palmer, 


Alonzo N. Dewey. 


Russell, 




Southwick, 




Springfield, 


Horatio N. Case, 




William Crossman, 




Willis Phelps, 




Henry Pomeroy. 



Tolland, 
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Wales, 




Westfield, 


Nathaniel Chapin. 


West Springfieldj 


Jonathan W. Preeland. 


Wilbraham, 


John Baldwin. 




COUNTY OP FRANKLIN. 


Ashfield, 


Manly Guilford. 


Bemardstofij 




Bucklandy 




Charlemonly 




Colerain, 


Adams Calhoun Deane 


Conway, 


Edwin Cooley. 


Deerfield, 


Edward W. Stebbins. 


Erving:, 




Gill, 




Greenfield, 


Samuel 0. Lamb. 


Hawley, 




Heath, 




Leverett, 




Leyden, 




Monroe, 




Montague, 




New Salem, 




Northfield, 


Elijah Stratton. 


Orange, 


Solomon A. Howe. 


Rowe, 




SAelbume, 




Shviesbury, 




Sunderland, 




Warwick, 




Wendell, 




Whately, 


Hiram Smith. 



Adams, 

Alford, 
Becket, 



COUNTY OP BERKSHIRE. 



Elihu C. Hawkes, 
Daniel Upton. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



:i92 



HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES. 


Cheshire^ 


Russell C. Brown. 


Clarksburgj 




DaUoHy 


Thomas G. Carson. 


EgremorU^ 




Florida, 




Great Barrington, 


Charles J. Taylor. 


Hancocky 




Hinsdale, 




Lanesborough, 




Lee, 


Charles S. Thatcher. 


Lenox, 


Horatio N. Sears. 


Monterey, 




Mount Washington, 




New Ashford, 




New Marlborough, 


Edwin Adams. 


Otis, 


Lorenzo Webb. 


Peru, 




Pittsfield, 


Henry S. Briggs, 




John C. West. 


Richmond, 




Sandisfield, 


Lemuel K. Stricklai] 


Savoy, 




Sheffield, 


Joseph Willcox. 


Slockbridge, 


Thomas Wells. 


Tyringham, 




Washington, 




West Slockbridge, 


Heman Ford. 


Williamstown, 


Richard W. Swan. 


Windsor, 




COUNTY 


OP NORFOLK. 


Bellingham, 




Braintree, 


Joel E. Holbrook. 


Brookline, 


John N., Turner. 


Canton, 


Samuel Davenport. 


Cohasset, 


George Beal, Jr. 


Dedham, 


Ezra Wilkinson. 
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Dorchester^ 


James H. Upham, 




Gustavus E. Haynes. 


Dover^ 




Foxborough^ 


John Littlefield. 


Franklin^ 


Mason S. Southworth. 


Medfield, 




Medwai/y 


Tisdale S. AVhita. 


Milton^ 


Samuel Babcoek. 


Needham^ 


Jonathan Fuller. 


Quincy^ 


Wyman Abercrombie, 




William W. Baxter. 


Randolph^ 


George W. Paine. 


Roxbury^ 


Isaac S. Burrell, 




William Gaston, 




James Guild, 




Amos Stevens, 




Melancthon Smith, 




Samuel Walker. 


Sfiarofij 


George W. Gay. 


Sloug/Uonj 


Charles A. French. 


Walpole, 


Jeremiah Allen. 


Weymouth^ 


Daniel Dyer, 




Abner Holbrook. 


West Roxbury^ 




Wrentham^ 


Charles W. Farringtoi 




COUNTY OP BRISTOL. 


Attleborovgh^ 


Elkanah Briggs. 


Berkley^ 


Enoch Boyce, Jr. 


Dartmouth^ 


Nathaniel Potter, Jr. 


Diffhtoriy 


George F. Gavitt. 


Easton^ 


William Barrows. 


Fairhaven^ 


Daniel J. Lewis. 


Fall River, 


. Job B. Aslily, 




John S. Brayton, 




Jonathan E. Morrill, 




Brayton Slade. 


Freetown. 


Merchant White. 



/»0 
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Mansfield^ 


William Robinson. 


New Bedford, 


Nathaniel Gilbert, 




John Hicks, 




Daniel Homer, 




Edward Milliken, 




Henry P. Thomas. 


Norton^ 


George B. Crane. 


Pawtucketj 


Nathan P. Towne. 


RayrUiamy 


Alpheus Pratt, Jr. 


Rehiiboth, 


Nelson GoflF. 


Seekonkj 


Francis Armington. 


Somerset. 




Swanzepj 


Benjamin S. Earle. 


TaufUofiy 


Lawson Blood, 




Job M. Godfrey, 




Andrew Pollard. 


Westporiy 


Abiel Davis. 


COUNTY 


OP PLYMOUTH. 


Abington^ 


Natlian S. Jenkins, 




James M. Pool. 


Bridgewaterj 


Elbridge Keith. 


Carver^ 




Duxbury, 


Murlin Gardner. 


East Bridffewaterj 


Isaac Pratt. 


Halifax^ 




Hanovery 




Hanson^ 




Hinghanij 


William Whiton. 


Hull, 




Kingston, 


Edward Gray. 


LakevUle, 




Marion, 




Marshfield, 


Seth Weston. 


Middleborough, 


Jared Pratt, 2d, 




Soranus Standish. 


North Bridgewater, 


Azariah B. Wheeler, 


Pembroke, 
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Plymouth^ 

Plymptorij 

Rochester^ 

ScUtuitey 

South Scituat^ 

Warehanij 

West Bridgewatefy 



Ezra Leach, 
Charles Nelson. 

Amitta B. Hammond. 
Thomas Conant. 
Henry J. Curtis. 
Jason P. Murdock. 



Bam$tabl€y 

Brewster^ 

C/uUhaniy 

Dennisy 

Easthanty 

Falnumthj 

Harwich^ 

OrleanSy 

Provincetowfiy 

Sandtoichy 

Truro y 

Wellfleety 

Yarmouth y 



COUNTY OP BARNSTABLE. 

John A. Baxter, 
Nathan Crocker. 



Heman Smith. 
Joshua C. Howes. 

Erasmus Gould. 
Elkanah Nickerson. 
Josiah Preeman. 
Joseph P. Johnson. 
Charles H. Nye. 
Samuel H. Smith, Jr. 
John Y. Jacobs. 
Samuel Thacher, Jr. 



Chilmarky 

Edgartowny 

Tisburyy 



DUKES COUNTY. 



John Vinson. 
Nathan Mayhew. 



Nantuckety 



COUNTY OP NANTUCKET. 



William Barney, 
Edward Hammond, 
John Morrisy. 
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WILLIAM E. P. HASKELL, Clerk. 
HENRY A. MARSH, Assistant- ClerL 

Rev. a. I). MERRILL, Chaplain. 

BENJAMIN STEVENS, Sergeant-at-Arms. 

ALEXIS POOLE, Door-keeper. * 

AUGUSTUS LOTHROP, Mtssmper. 
HENRY OAKS, Assistant' Messenger. 
WILLIAM SAYWARD, Postmaster. 
JOSEPH P. DEXTER, Ja., I'age. 
AMASA H. TOLMAN, Assistant- Paffe. 
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Secbetaby's Office, Boston, 
August 9, 1856. 

I hereby certify that the prmted Acts, Resolves, &c., con- 
tained in this pamphlet, are true copies of the originals. 

FRANCIS DeWITT, 

Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
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A. 

Abiiigton Mutual Fire Insurance Company, to incorporate, . . Page 123 

Academy, Titicut, of Middleborough, to incorporate, . . 246 
** Westfield, to aid in the establishment of an Agricultural 

Department in, ...... . 83 

Accounts against the Commonwealth, Resolves in relation to, . . 282 

Actions, certain, relating to the venue of, . . . . . 36 

** Civil, parties in, enabled to be Witnesses, . . 108 
" Civil, relating to return of Writs in, before Justices of the Peace 

and Police Courts, ....... 48 

Adams Bank, to increase the Capital Stock of, . . . . 196 

Address of the Governor, . . . . . .-297 

Adulterated Milk, to punish Fraud by sale of, . . . . 130 

Affirmations and Oaths, County Commissioners authorized to administer, 28 

Agawam Bridge Company, to incorporate, . . . . 198 

Aged Females, Home for, and Children's Home, in Roxbury, to incor- 
porate, ........ 155 

Aged Women in Salem, Society for the relief of, to incorporate, . 241 
Agent of Charles River and Warren Bridges to lease a Wharf adjoining 

Warren Bridge, ....... 243 

Agricultural Branch Railroad, extending time for the construction of, . 157 
** Department in Westfield Academy, to aid in the establish^ 

mentof, ...... 83 

** Societies which receive the bounty of the State, in addition 

to Act concerning, ..... 105 

** Society, Eastern Hampden, to incorporate, ... 88 

«* «* Nantucket, to incorporate, .... 15 

•« " Worcester South, Resolve in favor of, . . 258 
Agriculture, Board of. Resolves concerning the Anniud Report of the 

Secretary of, 268 
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Aiken, Lewis, Resolve on the Petition of, ... . 269 

Albany Street, in the City of Boston, in addition to Act to extend, . 56 
Alien Passengers and State Paupers, relating to the Board of Commis- 
sioners on, ....... . 230 

Almshouse, State, at Bridgewater, ResoWe in faror of, . . . 292 

Almshouses, State, Besolye in favor of, . . . . 277 

American Hotel Company, in the North Village, in Adams, to incorpo- 
rate, ....... 82 

** Lead Works, to change the Name of^ . . .5 

Amesbury Street Baptist Society, to change the Name, and legalize the 

doings of, ........ 237 

Amherst and Belchertown Railroad, to extend the time for locating and 

constructing, ........ 44 

Annexation of parts of each of the Towns of Cambridge and Somerrille 

to the other, ...... 76 

«• of Chelsea to Boston, ..... 77 

•* of part of Boxford to Oroyeland, .... 31 

*• of part of Braintree to Quincy, .... 72 

*< of part of Stoneham to South Reading, ... 48 
Annual Report of the Secretary of the Board of Agriculture, Resolves 

concerning, ........ 268 

Annual Reports of Railroad Corporations, in addition to Acts relating to, 92 

Appeals In Criminal Cases, in relation to, • . . . 71 
Appleton, Nathaniel, and others. Resolve on Petition oi, relative to the 

Salem Charitable Marine Society, ..... 276 

Aqueduct Company, Lebanon Springs, in aid of, . . . 165 

Artificial Propagation of Fish, Resolve concerning, . . ' . 277 
Assault upon the Honorable Charles Sumner, at Washington, Resolves 

concerning, ........ 285 

Assessment and Collection of Taxes, in relation to, . . . • 154 

** of Taxes in the City of Lynn in 1853 and 1854, in relation to, 82 

<• •< in the Town of Stoughton for 1854, to legalize, . 83 
Assignment and Distribution of the Property of Insolvent Debtors, to 

repeal Chapter 238, of the Acts of 1836, regulating, . . 91 
Assistant- Attorney for the County of Suffolk, to establish the office of, 35 
Assistant- Clerk of the Supreme Judicial Court in Suffolk County, estab- 
lishing the office of, ...... . 20 

Assistant-Messenger to the Governor and Council, Resolve in favor of 

the Widow of John V. Low, deceased, .... 260 

Association, Bowdoin Literary, of Dorchester, to incorporate, . . 23 

•• Chebacoo Library, to incorporate, . . . . 81 

** Congregational Library, of Boston, to hold additional Real 

and Personal Estate, . . . . 71 

*< Duston Monument, to incorporate, .... 19 

** Gardner Library, to incorporate, .... 54 

•* Ladies' Charitable, at Haverhill, to incorporate, . . 77 

* * Liberty Hall, Directors of, to purchase additional Real Estate, 1 1 G 

«* Lynn Library, in addition to Act incorporating, . . 12-5 
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Association, Mercantile Library, in addition to Act incorporating, 
** South Berkshire Institute, to incorporate, . 

" Worcester Cotmty itechanics', in addition to Act incorpo 

rating, ...... 

" Worcester District Methodist Episcopal Church Camp- 

Meeting, Trustees of, incorporated, 
" Young Men's Library, of Worcester, in addition to Act in 

corporating, ..... 

Associations, Law Library, in further addition to Act relating to, 
Astor Library, Resolye in favor of^ . . . . 

Athenseum, Blackstone, to incorporate, .... 

" Fall River, to incorporate, .... 

" Jamaica Plain, to incorporate. 

Attachments, relating to the Record of, . 

Attleborough, Congregational Society in the Second Precinct in, addi- 
tional to Act incorporating, ..... 

Attorney, Assistant, for the County of Suffolk, to establish the office of, 
" General's Office, Resolves concerning, . 
** of the Middle District, in relation to the Salary of, 
** of the South-Eastem District, to fix the Salary of, . 
Auditors, to authorize the appointment of, and defining their powers, 



Page 24 
193 

111 

61 

26 

37, 107 

259 

16 
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123 
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161 
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Back Bay, Resolve in relation to Lands in, ... . 284 

Bail Bonds, respecting the manner of Sureties surrendering their Princi- 
pals in, to amend the 49th Chapter of the Revised Statutes, . 18 
Bank, Adams, to increase the Capital Stock of, . . . . 196 

'< Maverick, in East Boston, in addition to Act incorporating, . 83 

" Millbury, to increase the Capital Stock of; . . . 192 

** of Mutual Redemption, in addition to Act incorporating, . 67 

" Shelbume Falls, to incorporate, ..... 200 

" Wamsutta, in Fall River, to incorporate, . . . . 191 

Baptist Society, Amesbury Street, to change the Name, and legalize the 

doings of, . . . . . . 237 

** " in Lawrence, First, Name of the Amesbury Street Bap- 

tist Society changed to, . . . . 237 

*' <* in Salem, Central, changing the Name of the Second 

Baptist Society to, and the time of their Annual 
Meeting, ...... 14 

*< *< in Salem, Second, changing the Name, and the time of 

their Annual Meeting, .... 14 

Barker's River in Pembroke, relating to Fish Ways at the several Dams 

on, ........ . 43 

Barnstable, Fisheries on the South Shore and Bays, on the south side of 

the Town of, and District of Marshpee, to protect, . . . 125 

Barre and North Brookfield Railroad, to extend the time for the con- 
struction of, ....... • 16 

51 -* 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



IV 



INDEX. 



Bantow, W. C, B. C. Ward, E. 8. Rand and C. C. Gilbert, to extoid 

their Wharf, ....... Page 22, 46 

Baas Riyer in Beverlj, Bridge acroaa, County Comfeuasionera of Essex 

to laj out a Highwaj, and build, ..... 148 

Batea, Joehua, and Albert Bowker, to build and extend their Wharvea, 46 

Beachea in the Town of Swampecott, concerning, ... 127 
Beaman M a n u fa cturing Compan j authorized to increaae their Capital 

Stock, 11 

Bekhertown, Reeolye in &Tor of the Town of, . . 264 
Benevolent Societj, Female, at South Danyers, to incorporate, . 33 
** " Independent, in Newburyport, to incorporate, . 124 
** ** Ladiea', of Newbury, to incorporate, . 129 
Benson, Jared, and othera, Keaolyea on Petition of, . 261 
Berlin, Town of, ResoWe in favor of, . . . 263 
Beverly, Highway and Bridge acroea Bass River in. County Commis- 
sioners of Eaaex to lay out and build, .... 148 

Birthday of Washington, Resolves relative to the observauco of, 258 

Blaokatone Athenaeum, to incorporate, ..... 16 

" Police Court in, to abolish, ..... 42 

Blake, Edward, Resolve on Petition o( to aell Real Estate, . 266 
Board of Agricxilture, Annual Report of the Secretary of. Resolves con- 
cerning, ....... 268 

<* Trade, Boston, Resolve in favor of; .... 280 

Boat Meadow River, Bridge across, Selectmen of Eastham to build, 147 
Bdce, Patrick, Resolve on PMition of, to sell Real Estate, . . 275 
Bonds, Bail, respecting the manner of Sureties surrendering their Prin- 
cipals in, amending the 49th Chapter of the Revised Statutes, . 18 
Boston, Barre and Gardner Railroad Company, concerning, . 60 
«« Board of Trade, Resolve in favor of, .... 280 

** and Cape Cod Marine Telegraph Company, to incorporate, 63 

** and Chelsea Railroad Company, concerning, ... 73 

** Chelsea reannexed to, ...... 77 

** Clearing House, in relation to, . . • . • ^8 

•* Faucet Company, Name of American Lead Works changed to, 6 

** Harlxff of; in addition to Act concerning lines in, . . 235 

•« « Mystic River and Dorchester Bay, concerning, . 226 

" to protect, ...... 287 

" «« Scientific Survey of. Resolves relative to, . . 264 

" Inland Mutual Insurance Company, to incorporate, . . 114 

<* and Kennebec Steamboat Company, to incorporate, . . 50 
<* and Lowell, the Fitchburg and the Grand Junction Railroads, 

Bridge at the intersection of, .... 232 

" and Lowdl Railroad, additional Branch Track in the City of 

Lowell, authorized, ... 68 
'• ' *« '* Company, amending Act passed May 21, 
1855, authorizing alteration in the 

construction and location of a Bridge, 23 
<* ** •( (* Company, extending time of construction 

of Branch Railroad in Boston, by, . 93 
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Boston and Lowell and Salem and Lowell Railroad Companies, con 
ceming, ..... 

«« <« New Orleans Steamship Company, to incorporate, 
« « New York Central Railroad, Bridge across, in Dorchester, 
County Commissioners of Norfolk to con 
struct, .... 

«* " ** ** Central Railroad Company, concerning, 

" «• " ♦* Central Railroad, extending the time for the 

construction of, . 
•* ** North Cambridge Omnibus Company, to incorporate, 
'* •* Roxbury Mill Corporation, concerning. 
Boundary Line between Cambridge and Somerville, altering, and annex 
ing portions of each to the other, . 
'< « between Chilmark and the Indians of Gay Head, to es 

tabHsh and confirm, 

" " between Danyers and South Danvers, determining, 

« « new, between Salem and South Danyers, establishing, 

** «« between South Sdtuate and HanoTer, Resolves in rela- 

tionto, ..... 

" " between Uxbridge and Northbridge, changing, . 

Bounty of State, Agricultural Societies which receiye, in addition to Act 
concerning, ....... 

Bowdoin Literary Association of Dorchester, to incorporate, 

** Mutual Fire Insurance Company, to incorporate, 

Bowker, Albert, and Joshua Bates, to build and extend their Wharves, 

Boxford, Ipswich River Fisheries in the Town of, to protect, . 

«« part of the Town of, annexed to Groveland, . 

" Town of, Resolve in favor of, . 

Boys, State Reform School for, and State Industrial School for Girls, 

relating to support of certain Inmates of, 
" ** " " ** at Westborough, Resolve concerning, 

Braintree, part of the Town of, annexed to Quincy, 
Branch Railroad, Agricultural, extending the time for the construction of, 
*( « into Boston, by the Boston and Lowell Railroad Corpo 

ration, to extend the time of construction, 
" «« Newburyport Railroad Company to construct, in addi 

tion to Act authorizing, . 
" ** Plympton, to change the Name of. 

Branch Track, additional, of the Boston and Lowell Railroad Company, 
in the City of Lowell, authorized, .... 

Breakwater at Cape May, Resolves concerning, . 

Breitt, Benjamin H., and Barnabas S. Young, to build a Wharf, 

Bridge across Bass River in Beverly, County Commissioners of Essex 

to lay out a Highway, and build, 

'* across Boat Meadow River, Selectmen of Eastham to build, 

** at the intersection of the Boston and LoweU, the Fitchburg and 

the Grand Junction Railroads in Somerville, 
** Boston and Lowell Railroad, to amend Act passed May 21, 1855, 
authorizing alteration of the location and construction of, 



Page 91 
146 



39 
16 

18 
113 
106 

76 

120 
151 

74 

286 
80 

105 
23 

220 
46 
28 
31 

276 

84 
291 

72 
167 

93 

46 

17 

68^ 
270 
112 

148 
147 

232 

23 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



VI 



INDEX. 



Bridge acroM the Boston and New York Central Railroad* in Dorches- 
ter, County Commissioners of Norfolk authorized to con- 
struct, ....... Page 39 

« Charles Riyer and the Warren, Agent to lease a Wharf adjoining 

Warren Bridge, ...... 243 

•* Charles Riyer and the Warren, concerning, . . . 205 

« Company, Agawam, to incorporate, .... 198 

•• East Boston Free, in addition to Act incorporating, . . 56 

** oyer East Harbor, Towns of Truro and Proyinoetown to construct, 220 

*• Essex Merrimac, concerning, ..... 206 

** oyer Maiden Riyer, County Commissbners of Middlesex to lay 

out a Highway and construct, .... 42 

** Selectmen of Wellfleet to build, ..... 114 

« oyer Skunk Creek, in Somerset, County Commissioners of Bristol 

to lay out a Highway and construct, . . . 150 

" Warren and the Charles Riyer, Agent to lease a Wharf adjoining 

Warren Bridge, ...... 243 

** Warren and the Charles Riyer, concerning, . . . 205 

•* oyer the Weweantitt Riyer, County Commissioners of Plymouth, 

• to lay out a Highway and construct, ... 90 

Bridgewater State Almshouse, Resolye in fayor of, . . . 292 

*< State Normal School-house at, concerning, . . 280 

" Trinity Church in, to incorporate the Trustees of the Funds 

of, 128 

Brigham, Charles, Resolye on Petition of, ... . 269 

Brimfield Free Qrammar School, Trustees of, to change the corporate 

Name to the Hitchcock Free Grammar School, . . . 231 

Bristol, County Commissioners of, to borrow Money either to repair or 

build a House of Correction, .... 224 

*' County Commissioners of, to lay out a Highway and construct 

a Bridge oyer Skunk Creek, in Somerset, . . • 150 

'* Probate Court in the County of, changing the time of holding 

a-Termof, ....... 195 

Broadway Railroad Company, in addition to Act incorporating, . 192 

Brookline Hotel Company, to incorporate, .... 200 

Burial Grounds of the Second Parish, in West Newbuxy, authorizing 

the disposal of, ...... . 48 

Bumham, Parker, Joseph B. and Ellas, authorized to extend their 

Marine Railway, . . . . . . . 31 

Burying Ground in the Town of West Roxbury, in relation to, • 66 

Buzzard's Bay, Act for the presenration of Fish within the Towns of 

Sandwich and Wareham, ...... 102 



Caldwell and Tewksbury, Resolye on petition of, ... 276 
Cambridge, City of, in further addition to Act establishing, . . 58 
*« and Somerville, altering Boundary Line between, and an- 
nexing portions of each to the other, .... 76 
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Cambridge Water Works, concerning, ..... Page 221 

Camp Meeting AssociatioD, Worcester District Methodist Episcopal 

Church, Trustees of, incorporated, . . . . . 61 

Cape May, Breakwater at. Resolves concerning, . . . . 270 

Capen, Nahum, Resolve in relation to the Estate of, . . . 271 

Carey, Augustus C, to build a Wharf, ..... 63 

Cemetery, Oak Grove, Proprietors of, to incorporate, ... 86 

*« Public, of the City of Roxbury, relating to, . . . 195 

'* Rural, in Worcester, in addition to Act incorporating the 
Proprietors of, ....... 32 

Census, Decennial, and Statistical Information, in addition to the sev- 
eral Acts to secure, ....... ^6 

Central Baptist Society in Salem, Name of Second Baptist Society 

changed, and also the time of their Annual Meeting, . . 14 

Chace, James 8., to plant Oysters in Taunton Great River, in addition 

to Act authorizing, ....... 38 

Change of Names, ....... 249 

Chappequiddic Indians and others, Resolve on Petition of the Guar- 
dian of, ....... . 265 

Charitable Association at Haverhill, Ladies', to incorporate, . . 77 

Charitable, Educational and Religious purposes. Corporations for, relat- 
ing to the organization of, . . . . 126 

•« Marine Society, Salem, Resolve on Petition of Nathaniel 

Appleton and others, relative to, ... 276 

" Society, General, of Newburyport, to incorporate, . . 204 

Charles River Railroad and the New York and Boston Railroad Com- 
panies, confirming the union and extending the time 
for the location and construction of, . . . 153 

" ** and the Warren Bridges, Agent to lease a Wharf adjoining 

Warren Bridge, ..... 243 

" ** and the Warren Bridges, concerning, . . . 205 

Charter of the City of Lowell, to amend, . . . . 121 

" of the Railroad Mutual Fire Insurance Company, to accept the 
surrender of, ....... 29 

Cheap Postage and the Franking Privilege, Resolves concerning, . 288 

Chebacco Library Association, to incorporate, . . . . 81 

Chelsea reannexed to Boston, ...... 77 

Chemical Manufacturing Company, United States, authorized to change 

their Name and location, ...... 38 

Chicopee, Police Court in Town of, in addition to Act establishing, . 8 

Children, Minor, whose Parents are living separate, respecting the cus- 
tody of, ....... 14 

** under Guardianship, to attend the Public Schools, in relation 

to the rights of, ..... . 92 

Children's Home and Home for Aged Females, in Roxbury, to incor- 
porate, ....;... 155 

Chilmark, Town of, and the Indians of Gay Head, to establish and 

confirm the Boundary line between, . . . . 120 
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Church and Society in Marion, Congregational, Xame of the Fourth 

Congregational Precinct in Rochester, changed to, . . Page 45 

" Trinity, in Bridgewater, to incorporate the Trustees of the 

Funds of, . ...... 12« 

Cincinnati, Society of, Massachusetts, Resolve on the Petition of, . 263 

City Fire Insurance Company, Name of the Cochituate Fire Insurance 

Company of Boston, changed to, ... . 4 

** Hotel in Worcester, in addition to Act incorporating Proprietors of, 102 

** Mission Society, Eliot, of Roxbury, to incorporate, . . 81 

Civil Actions, relating to return of Writs in, before Justices of the 

Peace and Police Courts, .... 48 

* «• •« to enable parties in, to be Witnesses, ... 108 

•* Officers, Election of, concerning, ..... 88 

Clark, Enos, Jr., Treasurer to release and quitclaim certain lands in 

Northampton to, ...... . 274 

Clearing House, Boston, in relation to, .... . 48 

Clerk, Assistant, of the Supreme Judicial Court, in Suffolk County, 

establishing the office of, .... . 20 

" Hire, extra. Resolve relating to, . . . . . 294 

Clerks of Courts and other County Officers, concerning the Election of, 98 

Clinton Steam-Power Company, to incorporate, . . . . 17 

Cochituate Fire Insurance Company of Boston, to change the Name of, 4 

Collection and Assessment of Taxes, relating to, . . 154 

College, New England Female Medical, Name of the Female Medical 

Education Society changed to, and the same reorganized, . . 115 

Commissions^ on Alien Passengers and State Paupers, relating to the 

Board of, ...... 230 

* * County, authorized to administer Oaths and Affirmations, 28 

'* (* of Bristol to borrow Money either to repair or 

build a House of Correction, . . 224 

** " of Bristol to lay out a Highway and construct 

a Bridge over Skunk Creek, in Somerset, . 150 

** ** of Essex to lay out and construct a Highway 

in the Town of Manchester, . . 119 

t» t« of Essex to lay out a Highway and cause a Bridge 

to be built across Bass River in Beverly, . 148 

•« •« of Middlesex to lay out a Highway and con- 

struct a Bridge over Maiden River, . 42 

•• ** of Norfolk to construct a Bridge across the Bos- 

ton and New York Central Railroad, in 
Dorchester, ..... 39 

" «* of Plymouth to lay out a Highway and construct 

a Bridge over Weweantitt River, . . 90 

" of Deeds in Foreign Countries, Governor authorized to 

appoint, ...... 188 

•* of Insurance, Resolve to provide for the expenses of, . 292 

Committees, School, concerning vacancies in, . . . . 51 

Common Pleas, Court of, for the County of Middlesex, relating to, . 96 
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Common Pleas, Court of, for the County of Worcester, to establish ad- 
ditional Terms of, ... Page 236 
«• " " and the Superior Court of the County of Suf- 
folk, concerning, .... 245 

Commonwealth, Accounts against, Kesolves in relation to, . . 282 

«* to divide, into Districts for the choice of Councillors, . 243 

« in.relation to Lands mortgaged to, . . . 35 

" Printing for. Resolve concerning, . . 294 

«« Provision made for the Unfunded Debt of, . . 151 
Congregational Church and Society in Marion, Name of the Fourth 

Congregational Precinct in Rochester changed to, . 46 
** Library Association of Boston, to hold additional Real 

and Personal Estate, . . . . 71 

** Parish in West Cambridge, First, to enclose their Land, 107 
** Precinct in Rochester, Fourth, Act to change the Name, 

and for other purposes, . . . .46 

" Society in the Second Precinct in Attleborough, addi- 
tional to Act incorporating, ... 70 
" Society of Winchester, First, Name of South Congre- 
gational Society of Wobum changed to, . . 7 
" Society of Wobum, South, Name changed, and author- 
ized to hold property, .... 7 

Congress, Election of Representatives in, concerning, . . . 145 
Connecticut, certain Resolutions of the Legislature of, Resolves in rela- 
tion to, . . . . . . . . . 292 

Constable of the Town of Gloucester, Resolve in favor of George Lane, 272 

Constitution of Massachusetts, ...... 337 

Contingent Expenses of the Council, Legislature and Offices in the State 

House for 1856, Resolve for the payment of, . . . 294 

Convention of 1788, Massachusetts, Resolve relating to, . . 259 

« « « additional Resolve relating to, . 264 

Convicts, Female, in addition to Act relating to, . . . 21 

** Insane, in addition to Act for removal of, from the State Prison, 75 

Corporations, Officers of, and other persons, to punish Frauds in, . 65 

** organization of, for Educational, Charitable and Religious 

purposes, relating to, . . . . . 126 

** organization of, limiting the time for, . . . 194 
Council, Legislature and Offices in the State House, Resolve for the 

payment of the Contingent Expenses of, . . . 294 
«• Senate and House of Representatives, Resolves providing for 

the pay of, ....... 289 

Councillors, td divide the Commonwealth into Districts for the choice of, 243 

Counties, Resolve granting Taxes for the several, . . 269 

County Commissioners authorized to administer Oaths and Affirmations, 28 
** ** of Bristol to borrow Money either to repair or 

build a House of Correction, . . 224 
«* " of Bristol to lay out a Highway and construct a 

Bridge over Skunk Creek, in Somerset, . 150 
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County Commissioners of Essex to lay out and construct a Highway in 

the Town of Manchester, . 

" ** of Essex to lay out a Highway and cause a Bridge 

to be built across Bass River, in Beverly, 
*< <* of Middlesex to lay out a Highway and construct 

a Bridge over Maiden Biver, 

" " of Norfolk to construct a Bridge across the Bos 

ton and New York Central Eailroad 

Dorchester, .... 

" " of Plymouth to lay -out a Highway and con 

struct a Bridge over Weweantitt River, 
«* Officers, Clerks of Courts, concerning the Election of, . 
Coup Oil Company, Name^f the United States Chemical Manufactur 

ing Company changed to, . 

Courts, Clerks of, and other County Officers, concerning the Election of, 

** of this Commonwealth, to secure uniformity of Fees in, 

«* Probate, in relation to certain Proceedings in, . 

Criminal Cases, Appeals in, relative to, . 

Crossings, Railroad, for the better protection of the Public at, . 

Crowell, Zeno, to build a Wharf, .... 

Crowley, Daniel, authorized to extend his Wharf, 

Cushing, Edward J., Resolve on Petition of, . 

Cutting Machine Manufacturing Company, in addition to Act incorpo< 

rating, ....... 
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Dams on Barker's River, in Pembroke, relating to Fish Ways at, . 43. 
Danvers Mutual Fire Insurance Company, to continue in force Act in- 
corporating, and to change the Name to the South Danvers 

Mutual Fire Insurance Company, .... 22 

** and South Danvers, determining the Boundary Line between, 15 1 

Days, certain, concerning the observance of, ... . 59 

Debt, Unfunded, of the Commonwealth, provision made for, . . 151 
Debtor, Insolvent, a new promise in writing required of, after his dis- 
charge, ........ 11 

Debtors, Insolvent, Act of 1836, regulating the Assignment and Distri- 
bution of the Property of, repealed, . . 91 
« « in addition to the several Acts for the relief of, and 

the more equal Distribution of their Effects, . 207 

•* «« in relation to, . . . . . 191 

Decennial Census and Statistical Information, in addition to the several 

Acts to secure, ....... 26 

Deeds, Commissioners of, in Foreign Countries, Governor authorized to 

appoint, ....... 188 

" Indexing of, concerning, ...... 225 

" Register of, for the County of Suffolk, to provide for the Election 

of, 62 

*< Registry of, in the Town of Littleton, concerning, . . 61 
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Deeds, BegiRtry of, for the Northern Dii>tnct of Middlesex, relating to, . 

Deep Bottom, Indians of, to confirm the title of certain Lands in Tisburj 
to Jemima Baston, her Heirs, and others, . • 

Dennis, Henry, of Hockport, Resolve on Petition of. 

Department of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, Resolve in favor of. 

Deputy Sherifis of Northampton, Ansel and Ghiorge F. Wright, Resolve 
in favor of, .... 

«« ** and Sheriff!-, in relation to, . . . 

Design, New £i gland School of, fur Women, Resolve in aid of, 

« <• ** *« additional Resolve in aid of, 

Dickson, Lydia V., Resolve on Petition of, praying that she may receive 
the Perbonal EHtate of Elizabeth Lewis, decehoed, . 

Disorderly and Idle Persons, concerning, 

Diftpensary, Homceopathic Medicil, to incorporate, . 

District- Attorney of tlie Middle Diatricr, in relation to the Salary of, 
«• " for the South Eastern Dintrict, to fix the Salary of; 

•< of Marsh pee, iu addition to Act establishing. 

Districts for the choice of Oouncillorx, to divide the Commonwealth into, 

Documents, certain. Secretary of the Commonwealth authorized to fur- 
nish, ........ 

Door-keepers, Messengers, and Pages of the General Court, Resolve re- 
lating to the compensation of, ... • 

Dorchester Avenue Railroad Company, in addition to Act incorporating, 
" Bay, Mystic River, and the Harbor of Boston, concerning, 
*< and Milton Extension Kailrt ad, in addition to Act establishing, 

Dower, authorizing release of, in behalf of Married Women who are 
Insane, •••..•• 

Drew, Luther, to build a Wharf, .... 

Dry Dock Company, Simpson's Patent, to incorporate, . 

Dukes County, Pxobate Courts in, addition to Act concerning, . 
« « Register of Probate for, concerning the Salary d, 

Duston Monument Association, to incorporate, . 

Dwight Manufacturing Company, and Perkins Mills, oonceming, and to 
increase the Capital Stock ot the first named. 
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East Boston Free Bridge, in addition to Act incorporating, • • 66 
Eastern Hampden Agricultural Society, to incorporate, ... 88 
•* Railroad, concerning^ the location of, . . • . 242 
Eastham, Selectmen of, to build a Bridge across Boat Meadow River, . 147 
East Harbor, Bridge oyer. Towns of Truro and Provincetown to con- 
struct, ........ 220 

Easton, Jemima, and her Heirs and other Indians of Deep Bottom, title 

of certain Lands in Tisbury confirmed to, . . . . 120 

Edgartown, Fishery in, to protect, ..... 218 

Educational, Charitable and Religious purposes, Cozporations for, re- 
lating to the organization of; . . • , . . 126 
Election of Ciyil Officers, concerning, ..... 88 

62 
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Electkn of Ckdu of Cooiti md other Ckmntj Offieen, eoacemmg^ 

** of RcproentBtiTCt in C ot i gA' g a s, eonoenuiig, 
Eliot City HiMion Society of Boxbniy, to inonponte, . 
Enlargement of the StiOe Home, ReeolTe rditire to. 
Equity, giring farther remediei in, ... . 

E«ex, County CommiMionerB o<; to Ity out and constmct a ffighway in 
the Town of Hancheiter, . . • • 

M Connty CommiMionefB at, to lay oat a Highway and eaoae 

Bridge to be baih acrots Baas Birer, in Bererly, 
•' County of; Probate Court establiihed in Nosth Andorer, 
" ICerrimac Bridge, concerning, .... 
Eatate of Nahnm Ci^>en, Besolre in relation to, . 
*' Pexional, of Elixabeth Lewit, deceased, BesolTe on Petition of 
Lydia V. Dickson, praying that she may reoeire, . 
Estates, Leasehold, in addition to Act relating to, 
Eraaion of the Laws for the suppression of Lotteries, to prerent, 
Execotions, Stay or Supersedeas of, in relation to ordering. 
Expenses, Contingent, of the Council, Legislature and Offices in the 
State House for 1866, Besolve for the payment of, 
** of the Insurance Commissioners, Besolves to proTide for, 
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Fairbanks, George O., and others, of Fall RiTer, Besolre on Petition of, 
Fall Rirer Athemeum, to incorporate, .... 

Farm Pond Fishing Company in Edgartown, to incorporate, 

•< State, at Westboro', Besolyes in favor of, . 
Faucet Company, Boston, Name of American Lead Works changed to. 
Fees, in the Courts of this Commonwealth, to secure Uniformity of^ 
Female Benerolent Society at South Banvers, to incorporate, 
** Convicts, in addition to Act relating to, . 
<« Medical Education Society, to change the Name to New Eng^d 
Female Medical College, and reorganize the same, . 
Females, Aged, Home for, and Children's Home in Koxbury, to incoT' 
porate, ....... 

Fields, General, concerning, ..... 

Fire Department in the Town of Lynn, in addition to Act establishing. 
First Baptist Society in Lawrence, Name of the Amesbury Street Bap- 
tist Society changed to, and their doings legalized, . • 
First Congregational Parish, in West Cambridge to enclose their Land, 
" •* Society, of Winchester, Name of South Congrega- 

tional Society, of Woburn, changed to, . 
Fish, Artificial Propagation of, Resolve concerning, 
•* in Buzzard's Bay, within the Towns of Sandwich and Wareham, 

for the preservation of, . 
** in Merrimao River, for the preservation of^ ; 
" Ways at the several Dams on Barker's Riv«r, so called, in the Town 
of Pembroke, relating to, ... . 

« Weirs, to regulate the construction of, . 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



INDEX. 



xui 



FiBheries in Ipswich River, in addition to the several Acts to protect, 
" «• " to protect, . . . . , 

«* " " to protect, in the Towns of Hamilton, Wen 

ham, Topsfield, Boxford and Middleton, . 
'* on the South Shore and Bays, on the south side of the Town 
of Barnstable and District of Marshpee, to protect, 
Fishery in the Town of Edgartown, to protect, . 

" in Pleasant Bay, to protect, .... 

Fishing Company, Farm Pond, in Eigartown, to incorporate, . 

*• " Pocha Pond Meadow, in Edgartown, additional to 

Act incorporating, ...... 

litchburg Gas Company to supply the inhabitants of Fitchburg with 
Water, ...... 

*• the Grand Junction and the Boston and Lowell Railroads, 

Bridge at the intersection of, in Somerville, 
** Railroad Company, concerning, 
** Water for the Inhabitants of, Fitchburg Gas Company au- 
thorized to supply, .... 

Foreign Countries, Commissioners of Deeds in. Governor to appoint, 
Fourth Congregational Precinct, in Rochester, Act to change the Name 
of, and for other purposes, ..... 

Framingham Hotel Company, to incorporate, 

" State Normal School- house at, concerning. 

Franking Privilege, Cheap Postage, Resolves concerning. 
Fraud by the sale of Adulterated Milk, to punish, 
Frauds in Officers of Corporations, and other persons, to punish. 
Free Bridge, East Boston, in addition to Act incorporating, 
*« Grammar School, Brimfield, Trustees of, corporate Name changed 

to Hitchcock Free Grammar School, . 
<* School, Punchard, in the Town of Andover, in addition to Act in 
corporating Trustees of, .... 

Freeland, Jonathan W., Resolve on Petition of, to sell Real Estate, 
Friend, Joseph and Samuel K., and Frederick Norwood, to extend their 
Wharf^ •••••.. 

Funds, Trust, Resolve on Petition of William Greenleaf to pay over, 
Furniture and Repairs for the State House, Resolve relative to, 
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Gardner Library Association, to incorporate, 

Gary, John, to extend his Wharf, .... 

Gas Company, Fitchburg, to supply the Inhabitants of Fitchburg with 

Water, ..... 

<* « Lawrence, increase of Capital Stock authorized, . 

« « Maiden and Melrose, in addition to Act incorporating, 

u t* Tremont, to repeal Act incorporating, 
Gby Head Indians and the Town of Chilmark, Boundary Line between, 
established and confirmed, 
** •* Resolve in favor of, • 
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Hemng Fond Indians, Besolre in &Yor of, ... . 

Highway in BeTerlj, County Commisaonen of Esaez to lay oat» and 

cause a Bridge to be built across Bass KiTer, 

County Commissioners of Middlesex, to lay out, and oon< 

struct a Bridge oyer Maiden River, 
County Commissioners of Plymouth, to lay out, and construct 

a Bridge over the Weweantitt Biyer, 
in the town of Manchester, County Commissioners of Essex 

to lay out and construct^ • . . . 

across Mystic River, to extend the time for constructing, 
in Somerset, County Commissioners of Bristol to lay out, and 
construct a Bridge over Skunk Creek, 
Hitchcock Free Granunar School, Name of the Trustees of the Brim- 

field Free Gnunmar School, changed to. 
Home, Children's, and Home for Aged Females, in Roxbury, to inoor< 
porate, ..... 

** Mutual Fire Insurance Company, to incorporate, 
HomcBopathio Medical Dispensary, to incorporate, 

<« « Society, Massachusetts, to incorporate, 

Hopkins, Abner F., Resolve on Petition of, 

Horse-Radng, in addition to Act suppressing, . 

"HxmjpitaXBt State Lunatic, establishing Boards of Trustees for, and in addi< 

tion to the Acts concerning Lunatic Hospitals, 

« ** •* relating to appointment of Trustees o^ 

** « at Rainsford Island and Taucton, Resolve in aid of, 

Hotel, City, in Worcester, in addition to Act incorporating Proprietors o^ 

*• Company, American, in the North Village in Adams, to ineor< 
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« « Northampton, to incorporate, 

" ** Oxford, to incorporate, 

« « South Reading, to incorporate. 

House Company, Williarais to incorporate, 

<* of CorrectioD, County Commissioners of Bristol to borrow Money 

either to repair or build, 
** " and Jail in the County of Plymouth, relative to, 

*' of Representatives, Council and Senate, Resolves providing for the 

pay of, . 

** « Journals and Papers of. Resolve concerning, 

Howard Society, Ladies', of Nantucket, to incorporate. 
Husband and Wife, concerning, . 
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Ice Company, Silver Lake, to change the Name of thePlympton 
Railroad Company to, .... . 

Idiots and Lunatics, relating to, . 
Idle and Disorderly Persons, concerning, 
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Inauguial Addreis of the Gorernor, ..... Pi^ 297 

Independent Benevolent Society in Newbnryportt to incoipar ate , . 124 

Indexing of Deeds, concerning, ....... 226 

Indians, Chappequiddic, and othen, ReeolTe on Petition of Guardian of, 266 

« of Deep Bottom, to con&rm the title of certain Lands in Tia- 

burj to Jemima EasUm, her Heirs, and others, . 120 

•• of OttLj Head and the Town of Chilmark, Boandarj Line be- 
tween, established and confiroLed, • • 120 
•< <* ** Resolye in favor of,* . . • . 269, 281 
•' Herring Pond, Resolve in favor of, . . . • 26S 
Industrial School for Oiris, and the Reform School for Boys, State, re- 
lating to support of certain Inmates o£, 
•« •« «« State, to change the Name of the State Re- 
form School for Girls, to, 
'< <« « State, Resolve in &v(v of; . . ^ 
Inland Mutual Insurance Company, Boston, to incorporate. 
Insane Convicts, in addition to Aet for the removal o^ from the Stase 
Prison, ....... 

<* Married Women, authorizing releese of Dower in behalf of. 
Insolvent DebUv, new promise in writing required of, after his discharge, 
« Debtors, in addition to the several Acta Ibor the relief o^ and 

the more equal Distribution of their Efiects, 
'* '< Asmgnment and Distribution of the Property of; 

Act of 1836 repealed, . 
*' ** in relation to, . . . 

Institute Aasoeiation, Soutibi Berkshire, to inearporate^ . 
«« Haveriiill Mechanics', to incoxpocate, . 
*' Roxbury, to incorporate, 

'* Webster, in the City of Cambridge, to incorporate. 
Insurance ConmiiasionerB, Expenses o( ResolveB to provide for, 
*< Companies, concerning, 

« Company, Abington Mutual Fire, to incorporate, 
** « Boston Inland Mutual, to incorporate, 

** « Bovrdmn Mutual Fire, to incorporate, 

*' •< City Fire, Name of Cochituate Fire Insurance Com< 

pany of Boston changed to, 
*« ** Cochituate Fire, of Boston, to change the Nameof, 

« ** Danvers Mutual Fire, to continue in force Act in- 

corporating, and to change the Name to the South 
Danvers Mutual Fire Insurance Company, 
•• ' ** Globe, in Boston, to incorporate, . 
** ** Hampshire Mutual Fire, to continue in force Act 

incorporating, 
M 4« Haverhill Mutual Fire, to continue in force Act 

incorporating, 
** ^^ ** Home Mutual Fire, to incorporate, 
** " Lynn Mutual Fire, to continue in focce Act inoor- 

porating, • • 

** ** New England Railroad Mutual Fixe, to inooipantB, 
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Insurance Compan/, Pacific Mntual, to incorporate, 

M <« Bailroad Mutual Hre, surrender of Charter, to 

accept, . . . . , 

** *< Salem Marine, to incorporate, 

« •< South Banyers Mutual Hre, Name of Danyers Mu- 

tual Fire Insurance Company changed to, 
" " Tremont, Act continuing, . 

Inundation, Proprietors of certain Lands in Northampton enabled to 

protect the same against, ..... 
Ipswich Riyer, Fisheries in, in addition to the seyeral Acts to protect, 
" " " to protect, .... 

" '« " to protect, in the Towns of Hamilton, Wen. 

ham, Topsfidd, Boxford and Middleton, .... 
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JaQ and House of Correction in the County of Plymouth, relatiye to, 

Jamaica Plain Atheneum, to incorporate, 

Jenkins, Clem, Besohre on Petition o^ for leaye to inherit certain Real 

Estate, ....... 

Jennison, Samuel, Jr., Guardian, Besolye on Petition of; 

Journals and Papers of the House of Representatiyes, Resolye concerning, 

*' « of the Senate, Resobre concerning, • 

Judges of Probate, in addition to Act concerning, 
Jurisdiction of Justices of the Peace, concerning, 

** oyer certain Lands and Shoals in the City and Harbor 

New Bedford, tooede to the United States, and forother purpoees. 
Jurors, Lists of, relating to, .... . 

Justices of the Peace, Jurisdiction of, concerning, 

*< « « and Police Courts, aslating to return of Writs i 

Ciyil Actions befiore, ...... 

Justices of the Supreme Judicial Court, Salaries of, to establish, 
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Kansas, Territory of, Resolyes in relation to, 



286 



Ladies' Beneyolent Society of Newbury, to incorporate, . . 129 

*< Charitable Association at HayerhiU, to incorporate, . . 77 

** Howard Society, of Nantucket to incorporate, . . . 147 

Lands in the Back Bay, ReeolTes in relation to, . . . . 284 

« certain, in Northampton, Proprietors of, enabled to protect the 

same against Inundation, ..... 157 
«< certain, in Northampton, Treasurer to release and quitclaim to 

Enos Clark, Jr., ...... 274 

« mortgaged to the Commonwealth, im relation to, . . . 35 
«* and Shoals in the City and Harbor of New Bedford, to oede to 

the United States Jurisdiction oyer, and Ibr other purposes, • 51 
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Ltadi IB te Slite of Msae, fiirtiMr to pot^pooetheoperatioB of Chap- 
ter M of BaolTca of 18^, eoaccnuj^ 
** in Tiibviy, eertain* to eonfirm the title of, to Jemima 
her Hein, and cffher Indiana of Deep Bottofn, 
Lane, Oeoige, a eoaaUble of the Town of Glooeertcr, BeaolTe in fiiror 

oC 

Law lifaffvy Amdationa, in farther addition to Act rdating to, 
Lawrence, Pint Bapct< Society in. Name of the Ameabiuy Street B^>- 

tiat Socirtj changed to, and their doings legaliaed, . 
Lawrence Oaa Compan j, in cre aa t of Capital Stock aothorixed, • 
Lawt for the auppretMon of Lotterien, to prevent the eraaion df 

** State, Baaolve cooceniing the pnblicatioa ot^ 
Lead \^ ork^ American, to change the Nitme af^. 
Leaaehoid E^tatea. in addition to Act relating to, 
Lebanon Springi Aqueduct Company, in aid of, . 
Legislature of Connectirut. Besolre in relation to certain B«'M>1ution8 of, 
** Cooncil and iHfices in the State Honae, Reaolve fat the pay- 
ment r f i) e Conttngent ExpenMt of, for the year 18-56, 
*• MeMengtr^ and Pages of the two branches, Keaohre coii 

ceriiiiitf the pay of^ • . . 

•* and itB Officers, Resc^Te for the pay of. monthly, 
Lewis, Elixabe\^ deceased. Personal Estate oC ReM^ve on Petition of 

Lydia V. Dickson, prayirg that she nuiy reoeive, . 
Liberty Hall Aaaodation, Directota of; to purchase and hold additional 
RealEatate, ...... 

Library Aaaodation, Chebaooo, to incorporate, 

«« ** Congregational, of Boston, to hold additional Real 

and Peiaonal Estate, . 
M M Gardner, to incorporate, 

" " Lynn, in addition t9 Act incorporating, 

« " Mercantile, in addition to Act incorporating, 

^ *' Toung Men's, of Worcester, in addition to Act in- 

corporating, ...... 

« Aaaodations, Law, in further addition to Act relating to, 
« Aator, Reaolye in fiivor of^ . . . . 

« Plymouth, to incorporate, .... 

« State, Resolve in relation to, . 
Lines in Boston Harbor, in addition to Act concerning, . 
Liats of Jurors, relating to, .... . 

Literary Association, Bowdoin, of Dorchester, to incorporate, . 
Littleton, Registry of Deeds in the Town of, concerning. 
Lotteries, to prevent the evasion of the Laws for the suj^iresaion of^ 
Low, David, to extend the Wharf bdonging to the Heirs of George 
Parkhurst, deceased, ..... 

Low, John v., late A wrisfant-Messenger to the Governor and Council, 

Resolve in favor of the Widow of, . 
Lowell, additional Branch Track of the Boston and Lowell Railroad 
Company, authorized in the City of, 
•• Charter of the City of; to amend. 
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Lnnatio Hospitals, in addition to Acts concerning, and establishing Boards 
of Trustees for the State Lunatic Hospitds, 
•( « State, establishing Boards of Trustees for, and in 

addition to Acts concerning Lunatic Hospitals, 
*< *< State, relating to appointment of Trustees of. 

Lunatics and Idiots, relating to, . 

Lynn, Assessment of Taxes, in 1853 and 1854, in relation to, . 
" Fire Department, in addition to Act estabUshing, 
'< Library Association, in addition to Act incorporating, 
** Mutual Fire Lisurance Company, to continue in force Act incor< 
porating, . . _. . 
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M. 

Maine, Lands in the State of, further to postpone the operation of Chap- 
ter 53, of Resolves of 1855, relating to, . . . . 273 

Maiden and Melrose Gas Light Company, in addition to Act incorpo- 
rating, ....... 204 

« and Melrose Railroad Company, to incorporate, . . . 238 

« River, Bridge over. County Commissioners of Middlesex to lay 

out a Highway and construct, .... 42 

Manchester, Highway in the Town of, County Commissioners of Essex 

to lay out and construct, ...... 119 

Manufacturing Company, Beaman, authorized to increase their Capital 

Stock. . . . . . 11 

« " Cutting Machine, in addition to Act incorpo- 

rating, . . . . . 108 

" «* D wig' it, and Perkins Mills concerning. Cap- 

ita! Stock of the former inc/easted, . 12 

" «• S. P. Rugg'e* Power Press, in addition to Act 

incorporating, .... 108 

« " United States Chemical, authorized to change 

their Name and location. ... 88 

Margaret Coffin Prayer Book Society, to incorporate certain persons by 

the Name of, ....... . 69 

Marine Railwav, Parker, Joseph B. and Ellas Bumham, authorized to 

extend, ....... 31 

" Telegraph Conopany. Bo(<ton and Cape Cod, to iiiCorporate, . 63 

Marion, Congregational Church and Society in. Name of Fourth Con- 
gregational Precinct, in RochCMter, changed to, . . . 46 
Married Women who are Insane, authorizing release of Dower in behalf 

of, 94 

Marsh, Henry A., Resolve in favor of, . . • . . 257 

«« •« «« Resolve relative to the pay of, . . . 291 

Marshpee, Dbtrict of, in addition to Act establishing, . . . 219 

" *« to protect the Fisheries on the South Shore and 

Bays, on the south side of the Town of Barnstable, . 125 

*' Selectmen of. Resolves on Petition of, . . . 261 

53 
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Mason, Cyrus and Hannah P., and William Sohier, ResolTe on Petition 
of, 

Biassachusetts Conyention of 1788, Resolre relating to, 
" ** " additional Resolre, . 

" IIomcBopathie Medical Society, to incorporate, 

" Records, Resolve relating to, . . . 

•* School of Agriculture, to incorporate, 

Maverick Bank, in East Boston, in addition to Act incorporating, 
McKay, Donald, to build a Wharf, .... 

Mechanics' Association, Worcester County, in addition to Act incorpo- 
rating, ...... 

** Institute, Haverhill, to incoiporatc, . 

Medical College, New England Female, Name of the Female Medical 
Education Society changed to, and the same reorganized, 
" Dispensary, Homoeopathic, to incorporate, 
« Education Society, Female, to change the Name to New England 

Female Medical College, and to reorganize the same, 

** Society, Massachusetts Homoeopathic, to incorporate, . 

Mercantile Library Association, in addition to Act incorporating, 

Merrimac Bridge, Essex, concerning, .... 

" River, Fish in, for the preservation of, 



Messenger to the Governor and Council, Assistant, Resolve in favor of 
the Widow of John Y. Low, deceased, 

Messengers and Pages of the two branches of the Legislature, Resolve 
concerning the pay of, . 
" Pages and Door-keepers of the General Court, Resolve relat- 
ing to the compensation of, . 

Methodist Episcopal Church Camp-Meeting Association, Worcester Dis 
trict, Trustees of, incorporated, .... 

Middleborough, Probate Court in, time of holding, changed, 

Middle District, Attorney, in relation to the Salary of, . 

Middlesex, County Commissioners of, to lay out a Highway and con- 
struct a Bridge over Maiden River, 
** Court of Common Pleas for the County of, relating to, 
" Northern District of, relating to the Registry of Deeds for, 
** Probate Court at Gioton, in the County of, changing the 

time of holding, ..... 
** Railroad Company, concerning, 

Middleton, Ipswich River Fisheries in the Town of^ to protect, . 

Milford Police Court, in addition to Act establishing. 

Milk, Adulterated, to punish Fraud by sale of, . 

MiUbury Bank, to increase the Capital Stock of, . 

•< and Southbridge Railroad, to extend the time for the construc- 
tion of, ...... . 

Mill Corporation, Boston and Roxbury, concerning, • 

Miller, Benjamin W., to fflant Oysters in Taunton Great River, in addi- 
tion to certain Acts authorizing, . . . • • 
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MUIb, Perkins and Dwight Mann&ctnring Compcmy, concerning, and 

to increase the Capital Stock of the latter, 

** Salisbury, to incorporate, ..... 

Minor Children whose Parents are living separate, respecting the ciifitodv 

of, 

Mission Society, Eliot City, of Roxbury, to incorporate, 
Money, Treasurer to borrow, in anticipation of the Revenue, 

" " •« in anticipation of the State Tax, . 

Monument Association, Duston, to incorporate, . 
Morey, Sherbum F., Resolve on Petition of, . 
Mortgaged Lands, (to the Commonwealth,) in relation to. 
Mortgages of Personal Property, in addition to Act concerning, 
Mutual Fire Insmtmce Company, Abington, to incorporate, 
" " " <• Bowdoin, to incorporate, 

" " " " Danvers, to continue in force Act in< 

corporating, and to change the 
name to the South Danvers Mu- 
tual Fire Insurance Company, . 
«• " «• " Hampshire, to continue in force Act 

incorporating, 
" " •« «« Haverhill, to continue in force Act 

incorporating, 
" " •* ♦• Home, to incorporate, . 

«« •« *« « Lynn, to continue in force Act in- 

corporating, 
« " «» " New England Railroad, to incorporate, 

•« " ** " Railroad, to accept the surrender of 

Charter, .... 
" •» ** ** South Danvers, Name of Danvers 

Mutual Fire Insurance Company 
changed to, 
«• Insurance Company, Boston Inland, to incorporate, 
" " " Pacific, to incorporate, 

" Redemption, Bank of, in addition to Act incorporating. 
Mystic River, Dorchester Bay and the Harbor of Boston, concerning, 
" « Highway across, to extend the time for constructing. 
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N. 

Names, Change of, ....... 249 

Nantucket Agricultural Society, to incorporate, . . . . 15 

«< Ladies' Howard Society of, to incorporate, . . "* . 147 

•« Propeller Company, to incorporate, .... 129 

Naturalization, respecting, ...... 25 

New Bedford, certain Lands and Shoals in the City and Harbor of, to 

cede to the United States Jurisdiction over, and for other purposes, 51 

Newbury, Ladies' Benevolent Society, to incorporate, . . • 129 

" Overseers of the Poor of the Town of. Resolve on Petition, . 262 

Newburyporty Grenend Charitable Society of, to incorporate, . . 204 
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Kewtmrypofft BaOioad Campmj to eoMtniet a Bna^ BaOraad, ni 

•ddltioii to Act rathorixnig, ...... Pa^ 46 

Hew Eo^oMl FcfluJe Medial CoDege, Name of die Finale Medical 

Edneitioa Society changed to, and the nBeicargnnaed, 11< 

«• •« Bailroad Matual Fire Insvranee Company, to m co c por ate , 29 

•« M School of Dengn for ^% omen, Reaohre in aid oC - 291 

•« M M M •• additioDalRcsnlTeiaaidor, 291 

New York and BoPton and the Charles Rtrer Railroad Companiea, eon- 
firming the Union of, and extending the tune for locating and oon- 
•trocting the aame, ....... 151 

Koriblk and Bristol Turnpike Corporation, ooooeming, ... 61 

•< Coanty ComroiaMioner* authorised to conatruct a Bridge acroas 
the B<«ton and New York Ceiitral Railroad, in DorcheMter, • . 19 

Normal Hchool, at Bridgewater. Nicholas Tillinghast, late Principal, 

R«:^lve in faTor of tl*e \\ idow and Child of, . . . 280 

Normal r^houl hf.u<>es, S(a>e, at Bridge ^rattrr, Wetttfidd, Framingham 

arid H«leci, R«w>lvai dfuceruiiig, ..... 280 

Norria, Si aw, tn build a WhaW; ...... 38 

Northampton, certain Lands in, Treaaurer to release and qnitdaim to 

Eiios Clark, Jr., ....... 274 

Northampton Hotel Company, to incorporate, .... 193 

« Proprietors of certain Lands in, enabled to protect the 

aame agaiui»^ luundAtion, . . . . . 167 

North Aiidover, County of Essex, establishing a Probate Court in, 3 

Northbridge and Uxbridge, Line between, chang* d, . . . 80 

North Bridge water, Counfy of Plymouth, e»*tttblishing Probate Court 
in, and changing the time of holding the Probate Court at Middle- 
borough, ........ 64 

Northern District of Mtddlesex, relating to the Registry of Deeds for, . 189 

Norwood, Frederick, and Joaeph and Samuel K. Friend, to extend their 

Wharf, 120 

0. 

Oak Grove Cemetery, Proprietors of, to incorporate, ... 86 

Oaths and Affirmations, County Commiasioners authorized to administer, 28 

Obaervanoe of the Birthday of Washington, ReaolTea relative to, • 268 

** of Certain Days, concerning, .... 69 

Office of the Attorney* General, Resolves concerning, . . 278 

Officers, Civil, concerning the Election of, ... . 88 

** of Corporations and other persona, to punish Frauds in, 66 

*< County, and Clerks of Courts, concerning the Election of, . 98 
<• of the Legislature, and the Legislature, Resolve for the pay o( 

monthly, ....... 267 

•< Town, Act of 1853, chapter 283, relating to, repealed, . 101 
Offices in the State House, Council and Legislature, Resolve for the 

payment of the Contingent Expenses of^ for the year 1866, 294 
Oil Company, Coup, Name of the United States Chemical Mann£Mtar- 

ing Company changed to, ..... . 18 
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Omnibus Ckanpuiy, Boston and North Cambridge, to inc<»porate. 
Onions, Sale of, concerning, ...... 

Organization of Corporations, for Educational, Charitable and Religious 

purposes, relating to, 
« ** limiting the time for, 

Orerseers of the Poor of the Town of Newbury, Resolve on the Peti- 
'tion of, ....... . 

Oxford Hotel Company, to incorporate, ..... 

0}8ters, Benjamin W. Miller to plant, in Taunton Great River, in addi- 
tion to certain Act<« authorizing, .... 

« James S. Chace to plaiit, iu Taunton Qreat River, in addition 
to Act authorizing, ....... 
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Pacific Mutual Insurance Company, to incorporate, 
Pages and Messeng rs of the two branches of the Ligi-- nire, Resolve 
cunceruiiig the pny of, .... 

'< Messengers and Door keepers of the General Court, Resolve re 
lating to the compensation of, ... . 

Papers and Journals of the House of Representatives, Resolve con- 
cerning, .... 

** ** of the Senate, Resolve concerning. 

Parents who are living separate, respecting the custody of their Minor 

Children, ........ 

Parish, First Congregational, in West Cambridge, to enclose their Land, 

** Second, in West Newbury, to dispose of their Burial Grounds, 

Parkhurst, George, deceased, David Low to extend the Wharf belong' 

ing to the Heirs of, . 
Patillo, James H., and others, Resolve on Petition of^ • • . 
Paupers, State, and Alien Passengers, relating to the Board of Commis- 
sioners on, • . . . • 
<( « concerning, ..... 

Peat Company, Worcester, to incorporate, . 

Pembroke, Fish Ways at the several Dams on Barker's River in the Town 
of, relating to, ..... . 

Perkins Mills and Dwight Manulnoturing Company, concerning, and 

to increase the Capital Stock of the latter, . 
Personal Estate of Elizabeth Lewis, deceased, Resolve on the Petition 

of Lydia V. Dickson, praying that she may receive, 
Personal Property, Mortgages of, in addition to Act concerning, 
Pew, John, to extend his Wharf in Gloucester, 
Phillips Wharf Company in Salem, to incorporate. 
Physician and Surgeon of the State Prison, relating to the Salary of. 
Pilgrim Society of Plymouth, Resolve concerning, 
Pittsfield, Police Court in, additional to Act establishing, 
Planing Machine, Woodworth's, Resolves rdating to, . 
Planting of Shade Trees, concerning, .... 

Pleasant Bay, Fishery in, to protect, . « . • 
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to Act 



•^ lilnry, to meorponte, 

PljMfiCon BoBch BsOnwd CoBpnij, to 
Pocha Pond Mmdaw aii fUunf CoapHj 

to Act i ttujtpomu ig. 

Police Covit ia the Towb of Btocfct oa p, to 

******** Chieopeer ia 

M M M M MiUbcd, 

******** PittdUd, 

" •* ** Citj of W< 

Poor, Orenccn oC of the Town of n cvbmy, Rco o l f c oa tbc Pctftkn* 

Porter, Alfred H^ BeooHe oa the Petitioii oC . 

Postage, Cheap, and the Frmkiag Pnrikge, Benlrei eoncenung. 

Power PrcM KaovlBCtiiriiig Company, 8. P. Rngg^ in addition to 

Act meorporating, • . . • 

Pfsjer Book Societj, Margaict CoiBn, to ineorporvte, 

Priert, John L., and otfaera, Rentre on Petition of; 

Printing for the Commonwealth, ResolTe oonoeming. 

Prison, State, Act (or the remoral of InameConrietB from, in addition to, 

•« •« RoMlTe in laror of; .... 

•« •< Salary of ^be Phyndan and Sorgeon, rdatlng to. 

Private Property, relating to the imlawfril nee of, 

Prohate Covrt in the County of Bristol, changing the time of holding a 

Term of, • 

•( •< at Grotbn, changing tiie time of holding, 

•• •* in Middleborough, in the Connty of Plymontii, time of 

holding changed, 

*• •< in Korth AndoTcr, in the County of Essex, Establishing, 

" «• in North Bridgewater, in the County of Plymouth, es- 

tablished, and time of holding Probate Court at Mid- 
dleborough, changed, 
** Courts in the County of Dukes County, in addition to Act con< 

oeming, 
" « in the County of Woroester, relating to, 

•< ** in relation to certain Proceedings in, 

*' Judges of, in addition to Act oonoeming, 
•« Register of, for the County of Dukes County, concerning the 

Salary of, 

Propagation of Fish, Artificial, Resolye concerning, 
Propeller Company, Nantucket, to incorporate, . 
Property of Insolvent Debtors, Act of 1836, regulating the As si gn ment 
and Distribution of, repealed, 
*< Personal, Mortgages of, in addition to Acts concerning, 
•< Private, relating to the unlawful use o^ , « 
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PropxietozB of certain Lands in Korthampton, enabled to protect &e 

same against Inundation, .... Page 157 

" of the City Hotel in Worcester, in addition to Act incorpo- 

rating, ....... 102 

** of Oak Qrore Cemetery, to incorporate, ... 85 

** of the Rural Cemetery in Worcester, in addition to Act in- 

corporating, ...... 32 

Protection of the Public at Railroad Crossings, .... 159 

Prorinoetown and Truro, Towns of, to construct a Bridge over East 

Harbor, ........ 220 

Publication of the State Laws, Resolve concerning, . . 292 

Public Cemetery of the City of Roxbury, relating to, . . 195 

« Schools, rights of Children under Guardianship to attend, in re- 
lation to, ....... . 02 

Punchard Free School in Andover, in addition to Act incorporating 

Trustees of, ........ 39 



Quartermaster-General's Deportment, Resolve concerning, , . 262 

Quincy, part of the Town of Braintree annexed to, . . . 72 

R. 

Railroad, Branch, Agricultural, extending the time for the construction of, 157 

« « into Boston, to extend time of constructing, by^e 

Boston and Lowell Railroad Corporation, . 93 

<( « Newburyport Railroad Company to construct, in addi- 

tion to Act authorising, .... 45 

<< « Plympton, to change the Name of^ ... 17 

« Corporation, Amherst and Belchertown, to extend the time for 

locating and constructing road, . . 44 

« « Barre and North Brookfield, to extend the time 

for constructing road, ... 16 

** ** Boston, Barre and Gardner, concerning, . . 60 

*' « Boston and Chelsea, concerning, . . 73 

** « Boston and Lowell, additional Branch Track in 

the City of Lowell authorized, . . 68 

« " Boston and Lowell, amending Act passed May 

21, 1855, authorizing alteration in the loca- 
tion and construction of a Bridge, . • 23 
«< «< Boston and Lowell, and the Salem and Lowell, 

concerning, ..... 91 

** ** Boston and Lowell, time of construction of Branch 

Railroad into Boston, extended, . . 93 

«« *« Boston and New York Central, concerning, . 15 

" " Boston and New York Central, County Com- 

missioners of Norfolk to construct a Bridge 
across the road, in Dorchester, . . 39 
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BaOrottd Cofpontioii, Boston and New Toric Cestnl, extending tbe 

time for ^le oonttmction of road, . Page 18 

•• «< Broadwsj, in addition to Act inooiporating, 192 

« « Chariea Bhrer and the Neir Yotk and Boston, 

confizming the Union o^ and extending the 
time for locating and oonstmcting, . . 16Z 

« « Dorchester Ayenne, in addition to Act incorpo- 

rating, ..... 84» 202 

<« <« Dorchester and Milton Extension, in addition to 

Act esteblishing, .... 77 

« M Bastem, concerning the location of the road of^ . 242 

« ** Fitchbnrg, concerning, .... 76 

«( « Hampshire and Hampden, anthorized to extend 

their road, ..... 104 

« « Maiden and Mehrose, to incorporate, . 238 

** '< Middlesex, concerning, .... 63 

«< « MiUborj and Southbridge, to extend the time of 

construction, .... 12 

«< « Newburyport, to construct a Branch Railroad, in 

addition to Act authorizing, . . 46 

« «< New York and Boston, and the Charles RiTer, 

confirming the Union of, and extending the 
time for construction, . . • 163 

« •<< Plympton Branch, to change the Name of^ . 17 

« " Rockport, to extend the time for locating and 

* constructing road, .... 47 

" " Springfield and FarmingtonVaUey, to incorporate, 93 

«< •* Troy and Greenfield, to change location, . 163 

" " Vermont and Massachusetts, concerning, . 30 

M <« " " in addition to Act 

concerning, ..... 148 

" " We«tem Avenue, to extend the time for construct- 

ing road, ..... 16 

«« " Went Roxbury, to incorporate, . . . 116 

** CorporatioTis, Aiuual Reports of, in addition to Acts relating to, 92 

" Crosain^*. for t e »> tter protection of the Public at, . . 169 

" Mutual Fire In-urance Company, to accept the surrender of 

Charter, . . 29 

«« " " •* «« New England, to incorf?orate, 29 

Railr'^adft, Boston and l.owelU the Fitchburg and the Grand Junction, 

Bridge in Somervijle, at the intersection of, .... 232 

Railway, Marine, Parker, Joseph B., and Elias Bumham authorized to 

extend, ........ 31 

Rainsford Island and Taunton, State Hospitals at, ReH)lve in aid of, . 276 

Rand, E. 8., W. C. Barstow, B. C. Ward andC. C. Gilbert, to extend their 

Wharf, .22,46 

Record of Attachments, relating to, . . . . 123 

Records, Massachusetts, Resolve relating to, . . . . 260, 291 

Reform School for Boys, State, Resolye concerning, . . 291 
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Eeform School for Boys, State, nd State iBdustrial School for Giilf, 

reUting to the support of CMtain Imnatee of, • Page 84 

« «< for Qirls, State, additional to Act establishing, . . 33 
« <« H •< to change the Name to State Industrial 

School for Girls, ... 81 

" " •* " Resolye in fiiTor of, . . •. W6 

Register of Deeds for the County of Suffolk, to provide for the election of, 62 

** Probate for the County of Dukes County, conotfning the 

Salary of, ........ 103 

Registry of Deeds in the Town of Littleton, concerning, . . 60 

«< « for the Northern District of Middlesex, xdating to, . 180 
Religious, Charitable and Educational purposes. Corporations for, rdat- 

ing to the organixation of, . . . . . . 126 

Repairs and Furniture for the State House, Resolve relative to, . 268 

«< on the State House, Resolve for, .... 208 

Report, Annual, of the Secretary of the Board of Agriculture, Resolves 

concerning, ........ 268 

Reports, A nn ual , of Rsilroad Corporations, in addition to Acts relating 

to, 92 

Representatives in Congress, Election of, concerning, . . . 145 
Resolutions of the Legislature of Connecticut, certain. Resolves in rela- 
tion to, ........ 292 

Returns of Votes, relating to, ..... . 180 

Revenue, Treasurpr to borrow Money in anticipation of, . . 268 
Revibed Statutes, Forty -ninth Chapter amended, respeeting the manner 

of S reties surrendering their Principald in Bail Bonds, . . • 18 

Richard> m, James W , Resolve on Petition of, . . . . 262 

Rights of Children under Guardianship to attend the Public Schools, in 

relet on iO, ....... . 92 

Roche>ter Fourth Congregational Precinct, Act to change the Name of, 

and for other purpones, ...... 46 

Rockport Railroad, to extend tVe time for locating and constructing, • 47 

Roxbury, Public Cemetery of the City of, relating to, • . . 196 

Ro> ^ury Inptitute, to incorporate, ..... 87 

Ruggles, S. P., Power Press Manufacturing Company, in addition to 

Act incorporating, ....... 108 

Rural Cemetery in Worcester, Proprietors of, in addition to Act incor- 
porating, ........ 82 

s. 

Sabhath School Union, Universalist, to incorporate, ... 6 

Salaries of the Justices of the Supreme Judicial Court, to establish, . 7 

Salary of the District- Attorney of the Middle District, in relation to, . 161 

« <« •« •< of the South-Eastem District, to fix, . 201 

<* « Physician and Surgeon of the State Prison, in relation to, 84 

«< «< Register of Probate for the County of Dukes County, 

concerning, ........ 108 

Sale of adulterated Milk, to punish Fraud by, . . • . 180 
64 
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Sale of Onions in the Commonwealth, concerning, 
Salem, Central Baptist Society in, changing the Name of the Second Bap 
tist Society, and the time of their Annual Meeting, 
« Charitable Marine Society, Besolye on Petition of Nathaniel 

Appleton and others relative to, . 
" City of, in further addition to Act establishing, . 
« and Lowell and the Boston and Lowell Railroad Companies, 
concerning, ...... 

" Marine Insurance Company, to incorporate, 

** Second Baptist Society in, to change the corporate Name and the 

time of their Annual Meeting, 
** and South Danvers, new Boundary Line between, established, 
<* State Normal School-house at, concerning, 
Salisbury Mills, to incorporate, ..... 

Sandwich and Wareham, for the preservation of Fish in Buzzard's Bay, 
within the Towns of, ..... 

School of Agricidture, Massachusetts, to incorporate, 

« Committees, concerning vacancies in, . 

« of Design for Women, New England, Resolve in aid of^ 

<< <* *' ** additionalResolveinaidof, 

« Hitchcock Free Grammar, Name of the Trustees of the Brim< 

field Free Grammar School changed to. 

School-houses, State Normal, at Bridgewater, Westfield, Framingham 

and Salem, Resolves concerning, .... 

School, Punohard Free, in Andover, in addition to Act incorporating 
« Trustees of, . 

« State Industrial, for Girls, changing the Name of the State Re< 

form School for Girls to, 
«* *« " «« Resolve in favor of, . 

" «» «• " and the State Reform, for Boys, relat- 

ing to support of certain inmates o^ 
« •< Reform, for Boys, Resolve concerning, 

« " « for Boys, and State Industrial, for Girls, relating 

to support of certain inmates of, 
«< *• ** for Girls, additional to Act establishing, . 

«« •« " *• to change the name to the State In- 

dustrial School for Girls, 

" ** «« " Resolve in favor of, 

<* Trustees of the Brimfield Free Grammar, Name changed to 

Hitchcock Free Grammar School, . 

Schools, Public, Rights of Children under Guardianship to attend, reUi' 

tive to, ..... . 

'* Superintendents of, in addition to Act relating to. 
Scientific Survey of Boston Harbor, Resolves relative to, 
Soudder, Charles, Resolve on Petition of, ... 

Second Baptist Society in Salem, changing the Name and the time of 
their Annual Meeting, .... 

" Parish in West Newbury, authorized to dispose of th«r Burial 
Grounds, ...... 
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Secretary of the Board of Agriculture, Kesolyes concerning the Annual 
Report of, . 
«* of the Commonwealth to furnish certain Documents, Resolve 

authorizing, 
♦* ♦« " Resolve in favor of the Department of. 

Selectmen of Marshpee, Resolves on Petition of, . 
Seminary, Williston, in addition to Act incorporating, . 
Senate, House of Representatives and Council, Resolves providing for 
the pay of, . 
«• Journals and Papers of, Resolve concerning, 
Shade Tree^, concerning the planting of, . 
Shelbume Falls Bank, to incorporate, ..... 

Sheriffs and their Deputies, in relation to, ... . 

Shoals and Lands, certain, in the City and Harbor of New Bedford, to 
cede to the United States Jurisdiction over, and for other purposes. 
Silver Lake Ice Company, Name of the Plympton Branch Railroad Com- 
pany changed to, ...... . 

Simpson's Patent Dry Dock Company, to incorporate, . 
Skunk Creek in Somerset, County Commissioners of Bristol to lay out a 
Highway and construct a Bridge over, .... 

Small, Francis, to extend his Wharf, ..... 

Societies, Agricultural, which receive the Bounty of the Sta'te, in addi- 
tion to Act concerning, ...... 

Society, Amesbury Street Baptist, to change the Name and legalize the 
doings of, . 
" Central Baptist, in Salem, changing the Name of Second Bap- 
tist Society and the time of their Annual Meeting, 
** of the Cincinnati of Massachusetts, Resolve on the Petition of, 
** Congregational, and Church in Marion, Name of the Fourth 

Congregational Precinct, in Rochester, changed to, . 
** Congregational, in the Second Precinct, in Attleborough, addi- 
tional to Act incorporating, .... 

" Eastern Hampden Agricultural, to incorporate, . 
" Eliot City Mission, of Roxbury, to incorporate, . 
<« Female Benevolent, at South Danvers, to incorporate, . 
« Female Medical Education, to change the Name to New Eng- 
land Female Medical College and reorganize the same, 
" First Baptist, in Lawrence, Name of the Amesbury Street Bap- 
tist Society changed to, . 
" First Congregational, of Winchester, Name of South Congre 

gational Society, of Wobum, changed to, . 
** General Charitable, of Newburyport, to incorporate, . 
** Independent Benevolent, in Newburyport, to incori>orate, 
" Ladies' Benevolent, of Newbury, to incorporate, 
« Ladies' Howard, of Nantucket, to incorporate, . 
«* Margaret Coffin Prayer Book, to incorporate, 
« Massachusetts Homoeopathic Medical, to incorporate, 
** Nantucket Agricultural, to incorporate, . . . 

«* Pilgrim, of Plymouth, Resolve concerning. 
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Sodetj for relief of Aged Women in Salem, to incorporate, 

<< Second Baptist, in Salem, changing the Name and the time of 

their Annnal Meeting, 
•< Salem Charitable Marine, Resolve on Petition of Nathaniel 

Appleton and others relative to, 
« South Congregational, of Wobum, Name changed and antho 

rized to hold Property, 
** Worcester South Agricultural, Resolve in &vor of, 
Sohier, William, Cyrus and Hannah P. Mason, Resolve on the Petition 

of, 

Somerset, Highway and Bridge over Skunk Creek, in the Town of, 

County Commisfdoners of Bristol, to lay out and construct, 
SomerviUe and Cambridge, altering Boundary line between, and an< 

nexinie portions of each to the other, 
Soutlibridge, Resolve in favor of the Town of, . 
South Berkithire' Institute Awtociation, to incorporate, 
** Congregational Society, of Wobum, to change the Name and 

authorize it to hold Property, . 
** Danvers and Danvers, determining the Boundary Line between, 
«• " Female Benevolent Society at, to incorporate, 

« «* Mutual Fire Insurance Company, Name of the Danvers 

Mutual Fire lunuranee Company changed to, 
" *« and Salem, new Boundary Line betwc-en eMiablisbed, 

« Eastern Dittrict, to fix the Salary of the District Attorney of, 
•* Reading Hotel Company, to incorporate, . 
« ** part of the Town of Stoneham annexed to, 

'• Sdtuate and Hanover, Resolves in relation to Town Lines be- 
twten, ..... 

Springfield, City of, in addition to Act to establish, 

*• and Farmington Valley Railroad Company, 

State Almshouse, at BridgewHter, Resolve in favor of^ 
<* Almshouses, Resolve in favor of, . 
*• Bounty, Agricultural Societies which receive, in addition to Act 

concerning, .... 

« Farm at Weetborough, Resolves in favor t>f, 

'* Hospitals at Rainsford Island and Taunton, Resolve in aid of, 

** House, Offices in, the Council and Legislature, Resolve for the 

payment of the Contingent Expenses of, for the year 

1856, 

« •< Repairs and Furniture for, Resolve relative to, 
*• <• Resolve relative to the Enlargement of, 
«• ** Resolve for Repairs on, . 
•• Industrial School for Qirls, to change the Name of the State Re- 
form School for Qirls to, 
« *• •• " " Resolve in favor of, . 

M « « •( « und the State Reform School for Boys, 

relating to the support of certaiii 
Inmates of, 
<• Laws, Resolve concerning the publication of, 
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o 1 lor Girls, 
certain Iii< 



State libiarj, Resolre in relation to» . 
« Lunatic HoepitalB, establishing Boards of Trustees for, and in ad- 
dition to Acts concerning Lunatic Hospi- 
. tals, . . 

<< « " relating to appointment of Trustees of^ 

« Normal School-houses at Bridgewater, Westfield, Framingham 

and Salem, Resolves concerning, 
« PauTCrs and Alien Passengers, relating to the Board of CommiS' 

. pioners on, 
*< <« concerning, .... 

« Prison, Act for the removal of Insane Convicts from in addition to, 
" " Hesolve in favor of, 
** ** Salary of the Physician and Surgeon, rel 
** Reform School for Boys and the State Industriil 

relating to sup|><i 
mates of, 
«« " " «« at Westborough, ReaoW. 

" " •« Girls, additional to Act esta> li- 

« ** ** ** to change the Name to Suu industrial 

School for Girls, 
«• " »* " Resolve in favor of, 

« Tax of $599,982, to apponion and assess, . 
(( « Treasurer to borrow Money in anticipation of, 
Statistical Information and Decennial Census, in addition to tlie several 
Acts to secure, .... 

Statutes, Revised, amending the 49th Chapter, respecting the manner of 

Sureties surrendering their Principals in Bail Bonds, 

Stay or Supersedeas of Executions, in relation to ordering. 

Steamboat Company, Boston and Kennebec, to incorporate, 

Steam- Power Company, Clinton, to incorporate, . 

Steamship Company, Boston and New Orleans, to incorporate, . 

Stoddard, Isaiah, Resolve in favor of, . 

Stoneham, part of the Town of, annexed to South Reading, 

Stoughton, assessment of Taxes for 1854, in the Town of, to legalize, 

Suffolk, Assistant- Attorney for the County of; to establish the office, 

<* Register of Deeds for the County of^ to provide for the Election, 

« Superior Court of the County of, and the Court of Common 

Pleas, concerning, ...... 

** Supreme Judicial Court in the County of^ establishing the office 
of Assistant- Clerk, . . . . . . 

Sumner, Honorable Charles, Resolves concerning the recent Assault 
upon, at Washington, ...... 

Superintendents of Schools, in addition to Act relative to, 
Superior Court of the County of Suffolk and the Court of Common 
Pleas, concerning, ....... 

Supersedeas of Executions, in relation to ordering, 
Supreme Judicial Court, Assistant-Clerk, in Suffolk County, establishing 
the office d^ . • • . 

« «< *' Salaries of the Justices established, 
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Sureties, reBpecting the manner of surrendering their Principsls in Bail 

Bonds, to amend the 49th*Chapter of the Berised Statutes, . Page 18 

Surgeon and Physician of the State Prison, in relation to the Salary of, 84 

Surrey, Scientific, of Boston Harbor, Resolyes relative to, . . 264 

Swampscott, Beaches in the Town of, concerning, . . . 127 

Swazey, John N., to extend his Wharf, in Lynn, . . • 39 



T. • 

Taunton Great Rirer, in addition to Act authorizing Benjamin W. Mil- 
ler to plant Oysters in, . . . 46 
** ** ** in addition to Act authoristng James S. Chaoe to 

plant Oysters in, ... • 38 
« and Rainsford Island, State Hospitals, KesoWe in aid of, • 275 
Tax of $599,982, to apportion and assess, .... 130 
** Sute, Treasurer to borrow Money in anticipation of, . . 279 
Taxes, Af^sessment of, in t^e City of Lynn in 1853 and 1854, in relation to, 82 
** Assessment of, in the Town of Stoughton for 1854, to legalize, . 83 
** Assessment and Collection of, relating to, ... 154 
•< for the several Counties, Besolve granting, . . . 269 
Telegraph Company, Boston and Cape Cod Marine, to incorporate, . 63 
Tewksbury and Caldwell, Resolve on Petition of, . . . 276 
Tillinghast, Nicholas, late Principal of the Normal School, at Bridge- 
water, Resolye in faror of the Widow and Child of, . . 280 
Tisbury, title of certain Lands in, confirmed to Jemima Easton and her 

Heirs, and other Indians of Deep Bottom, .... 120 

Titicut Academy of Middleborough, to incorporate, . . . 246 
Title of certain Lands in Tisbury, confirmed to Jemima Easton and her 

Heirs, and other Indians of Deep Bottom, . . . . 120 

Topefield, Fisheries in Ipswich River in the Town of^ to protect, . 28 

Town Lines between South Sdtuate and Hanover, Resolves in relation to, 286 

<• Officers, Act of 1853, Chapter 283, relating to, repealed, . . 103 

Trade, Boston Board of. Resolve in favor, .... 280 

Treasurer to borrow Money in anticipation of the Revenue, . . 258 

« to borrow Money in anticipation of the State Tax, . • 279 

« and Receiver- General to release and quitclaim to Enos Clark, 

Jr., certain Lands in Northampton, ..... 274 

Trees, Shade, concerning the planting of, .... 190 

Tremont Qas Light Company, to repeal Act incorporating, . . 156 

*< InsuraQce Company, Act contintung, . . . • 3 

Trinity Church, in Bridgewater, to incorporate the TVustees of the 

Funds of, 128 

Troy and Greenfield Railroad Ccmipany, to change location, . 153 
Truro and Provincetown, Towns of, to construct a Bridge over East 

Harbor, 220 

Trustees of the Brimfield Free Grammar Sdiool, to change the Name to 

the Hitchcock Free Grammar School, . . . 231 

«« of the Funds of Trinity Church, in Bridgewater, to incorporate, 128 
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Trustees of the Punchard Free School, in Andover, in addition to Act 

incorporating, ...... Page 39 

** for the State L\inatic Hospitals, establishing Boards of, and in 

addition to Acts concerning Lunatic Hospitals, . . 160 

** of the State Lunatic Hospitals, relating to the appointment of, 16 

'* of the Worcester District Methodist Episcopal Church Camp 

Meeting Association, incorporated, . . . . 61 

Trust Funds, certain, Resolve on Petition of William Greenleaf, to pay 

over, ......... 276 

Turnpike Corporation, Norfolk and Bristol, concerning, . . 63 

ir. 

Unfunded Debt of the Commonwealth, provision made for, . . 161 

Union of the Charles Biver Railroad and the New York and Boston 
Railroad Companies, confirming, and extending the time for locating 
and constructing, ....... 163 

United States Chemical Manufacturing Company, authomed to change 

their Name and location, .... 38 

" Jurisdiction over certain Lands and Shoals in the City and 

Harbor of New Bedford, ceded to, . . . 61 

UniversaUst Sabbath School Union, to incorporate, ... 6 

Uxbridge and Northbridge, changing the Line between the Towns of, . 80 

V. 

Vacancies in School Committees, concerning, . . • • 61 

Venue of Certain Actions, relating to, .... . 86 

Vermont and MassachiisettB Railroad Company, concerning, . . 30 
« «« " " addition to Act con- 
cerning, ........ 148 

Votes, Returns of, relating to, . . . .' . . 189 

w. 

Wamsutta Bank, in Fall River, to incorporate, . . . . 191 

Ward, B. C, W. C. Barstow, E. S. Rand and C. C. Gilbert, to extend 

their Wharf, . . . . . . . . 22, 46 

Wareham and Sandwich, for the preservation of Fish in Buzzard's Bay, 

within the Towns of, ...... 102 

Wanen and^Charles River Bridges, Agent authorized to lease a Wharf 

adjoining Warren Bridge, . 243 

«« «« " «« concerning, . . . 206 

Washington, Birthday of. Resolves relative to the observance, . . 268 

Waste, to prevent, ....... 201 

Water, Fitchburg Gas Company to supply the inhabitants of Fitchburg 

with, 113 

" pure, in addition to Act to supply the City of Worcester with, . 109 

Water Works, Cambridge, concerning, . . . . 221 
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Webster Inetitate* in the (^ty of Cembridge, to ineorpofate, 
Wellfleet, Selectmen of, to build a Bridge, 
Wenham, Ipswioh Rirer Fiaheriee in the Town of, to protect, . 
Weetborough, State Farm at, ResolTea in iaTor of, 
Weet Cambridge, Fimt Congregational Parish in, to endoae their Land, 
Western Ayenne Railroad, to extend the time for eonstmoting, . 
Westftdd Academy, an Agricultural Department in, to aid in the estab 
liahmentof^ . . • • . 

*' State Normal School-house at, concerning, . 
West Newbury, Second Parish in, to dispose of their Burial Grounds, 
West Roxbury, Burying Ground in, relfldve to, . 

** <* Railroad Company, to incorporate, 

Weweantitt Rirer, Bridge oyer. County Commissioners of Plymouth, to 

lay out a Highway and construct, .... 

Wharf, adjdning Warren Bridge, Agent of Charles Riyer and Warren 

Bridges to lesse, * ^ * 

<• Augustus C. Carey, to buUd, .... 

•' belonging to the Heirs of George Psrkhurst, deceased, Bayid 

Low, to extend, ..... 
" Benjamin H. Breitt and Barnabas S. Toung, to build, . 
<* Daniel Crowley, to extend, .... 

«« Donald McKay, to build, . . . ' . 

*< Francis Small, to extend, .... 

«* Job T. Wilson, to build, in Fall River, . 
*< John Gary, to extend, ..... 
" John N. Swaxey. to extend, in Lynn, 
" Jnhn Pew, to extei d, in Gloucester, 

<* Joseph and Samuel K. Friend, and Frederick Norwood, to ex 
tfnd, ...... 



I*ut>ier Drew, t 
Shsw Norrifi, f 
W. C. Barsto^' . 



•I'ld, ..... 

-'.d, 

< ;. W ard, £. S. Rand, and C. C. Gilbert, to 

pxtcnd, .... 
( . iVard, E. S. Rand, and C. C. (Hlbert, te 
xtend, additional Act, 
», . . . . . 

Salem, to incorporate, 
'ma Bates, to build and extend, . 
Resolye on Petition of, . 



•« ZenoCrowell t 
Wharf Company, PI iUi^ 
Wharres, Albert Bc/ker 
Wheeler, Augustus ..d , 
Wile, Hubbard and, ' ^» * 

Williams HoubC Coti | m y, t<> ii.corporate, 
Wiiliston Seminary, in uo uiioi. to Act incorporating, 
Wilmington, Reaolve in Javi.r of the Town of, . 
Wilson, Job T., to build a Wharf in Fall River, 
Winchester, First Congregational Society of. Name changed from South 

Congregational Society of Wobum, . 

Witnesses, parties in Civil Actions enabled to be, 

Wobum, South Congregational Society, Name changed and authoriied 

to hold Property, ....... 
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Women, Aged, to incorporate the Society for the relief of, In Salem, . Page 241 
** Married, who are insane, authorizing release of Dower in 

behalf o^ ....... 94 

'< New England School of Design for, Eesolye in aid of, . 291 
" " " " additional Resolve in aid of, 293 
Woods, Charlotte A., Guardian, Kesolye on Petition of, . 282 
Woodworth's Planing Machine, Resolves relating to, . . 274 
Worcester, City of^ in addition to Act to supply with pure Water, . 109 
*( '< to amend an Act in addition to Act establishing, 197 
*« County Mechanics' Association, in addition to Act incorpo- 
rating, . . ' . . . . . HI 

«( Court of Common Pleas in the County of, to establish addi- 
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<« Police Court o^ concerning, ..... 98 
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